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DISCOURSE

DELIVERED BY

ELDER JOSEPH E-SMITH,

At the General Conference held
in the Tabernacle, Sallt Lake
City, Tuesday morning,

April 8thy 1879,

REPORTED BY GEO. F, GIBES.

There is & little time remaining,
and as I have been requested I de-
gire to make such remarks as may
occur to my mind. I bhave been
greatly pleased and edified during
the Conference which is now draw-
ing toa close. It has been very
gratifying to see the Jarge number
of people that have gathered to-
gether during the two days that
have passed. It is evident that
the Latter-day Saints are interested
in the welfare of Zion, and are
prompted to altead to the duties
which devolve upon them, to take
that part which belongs to them;
in adopting and susiaining the
measures proposed for effectuslly
carrying out the purposes of the
Almighty in relation to the great
Latter-day work in which we are
engaged, and in seconding and sus-
taining those who are appointed to
take the oversight of all the affairs
of the Church, by the voice of the
faupla and by the voice of the Lord.

n doing this we are but doing our
duty, still it is ever pleasant to see
vhe people willing to do their duty,
aud especially eo to see s0 many
cheerfully respond to their duty us
have done so during this Confer-
ence. It is certainly sncouraging
to those who stand at our head to
gsee the people rally around them,
manifesting such faith, good feeling
and love for the work of God and
for those whom the Lord has in-
spired with his good Bpirit to lead
us. It is anevidence,at least, that
in a great measure, our desires and
our hearts are united.

There are a great many things
which are necessary for us to con-
sider and so far as possible thor-
oughly understand. Not much has
been said during this Conference
in relation to our temporal affairs,
except 8o far as” the reports which
have been read have shown the fi-
nancial and statistical condition of
the Liatter-day Saints. We belong
to a temporal as well as a spi itual
kingdom, and it is very necessary
that we should take u lively inter-
est in whatever tends to build up
the kingdom of God, temporal as
well as spiritual, and spiritual as
well as temporal.

I have never yet found any one
who can draw the dividing line be-

tween our spiritual and temporal

interests, neither do I expeet to. 1
believe that it is qui e as necessary
that we should actend to the tem-
poral, as it is to attend to the spir-
itual daties which develve upon
us, and vice versa. It will not do
to devote all our time to the spirit-
ual part, nor all to the temporal
alone. We must not ran to ex
tremes, but we should carry on the
work of tne Lord committed to us,
in all its parts, or bearings. We
should have suffieient of the Good
Spirit to make tnhe temporsal labos
light and easy to bear. I find that
wnen we have to earry on the tem-
poral labors without the Spirit, or
the life, light, vigor and power of
faith, we are apt to feel that it is
burdensome and hard, or difficult
to bear; but when we emnjoy -the
companionship of the Holy Spirit,
we can and do joyfully perform all
the temporal duaties and labors
which may be righteously required
of us. The Lord will not require
of his people anything which they
are unable to perform. He will
not impose burdens upon his peo-
ple that they cannot bear; but if
we have not the love of the truth
and the light of the Good Spirit to
guide us, the most simple duties
and the easiest tasks may seem bur-
dens too grievous fo be borne. I
have known Elders who, all their
lives, have beel ‘‘minute men;”
they have never stopped a moment
to question the calls that have been
made uwpon them, neither have
they stopped to“eonsider their own
temporal interest<; they have gone
and come at the request of their
brethren in the service of the
ple and the Liord. They have had
their cares and persdpal responsi-
bilitiees, which have not always
been of the lightest character, and
which have taxed their energies to
the utmost, or at least equal to
many of those brethren who have
enjoyed their leisureat home,
pending largely their time and

ability in the interezsts of them-
selyes and familiee. They have
had perhaps as many in family to
lo 'k after, 1o feed, clothe, and oth-
erwise care for; yet these things
have not been considered, or al-
lowed to stand in the way, when
duty called them to go forth in the
interest of the Church., They were
on hand, likethe ready watchman,
scarcely stopping to think of them-
selves or theirs. This they have
done with all their hearts, and their
labors have never been regarded as
burdensome; but on the contrary,
they afforded them joy, pleasure
and constant eatisfaction. They
have not grown weary, they do not
think that they have done enough,
as some have thought who have
performed a short mission—that it
is now time they were beginning
to do something for thﬂ[ﬂﬂﬂlf?;
they are still ready and willing to
g0 er come, or do whatever may be
required of them, regarding, at all
times, their duties in the priesthood
of greater moment than any per-
sonal considerations, The Lord
has blessed them in their labors;
he has made their burdens com-
paratively easy to bear; they have
uot felt the load, but they bave
gone on rejoicing, never failing to
accomplish the work assigned
them, to the best of their ability,
trusting in the Lord, at the same
time doing all in their power, for
the maintenance of themselves and
families.

This is but a sample of what all
the people ought to be. We should
all be williug to labor for the wel-
are and salvation of the people—to
sacrifice ourown desiresand feelings
for the good of the whole, beiug
perfectly willing to do the bidding
of the Almighty, with no will or
our own but to serve the purposes
ot the Lord. Is this not consistent
with the pattern set us by the Sa-
viei1? Jesus said, “Father, not my
will, but thy will be done.” This
was the doetrine he inculeated
among his foliewers, and com-
mauded them to obey; that their
will should be swallowed up in the
will and pleasure of the Almighty,
that they shouid feel in their hearts
that they are willing to serve Gud
even to the sacrifice of everything,
though it should be life _itself,
“counting all things but dross in
comparison to the exceilency of
the knowledge cf Jesus Christ.”
When we possess the spirit of the
gospel and faith in God, a8 we
ghould, we will have no burdeps
that will be «iffi-ult to bear; on
the contrary, we will find our *yoke
easy and our burdens light,”” and 1t
will be a pleasure to do our duty,
whatever that may be. If we
should be called to preach the gos-
pel, we will find it a pleasure to
respond, for we will feel that we
are enlisted iu the service of God,
tor the salvation of maukind, not
for lucre, or worldly gain, but for
the salvation of ~ouls, including
our own., What is there to com-
pare with this Jabor? Can we com-
pare houses and lands. gold or sil-
ver, or the wealth of the earth, to
the salvation of the souls of men?
What will a man not give for his
own lifc? "And what will it profit a
man though he gain the whole
world, if he at last lose his own
IB{]UI? These are questions pro-
pounded by the Savior, who is ““the
Author and Finisher of our faith,”
That which is of the earth isearthy;
it belongs here, we cannot carry ic
away when we leave this state of
existence, we cannot possess it be-
yond the wvail, unless we live 8o
while here that eveutually we shall
be numbered with the Saints of the
Mos# High God—for it is said that
unto them shall the earth be given,
but not until they are prepared to
“‘possess it for ever and ever.” And
then they must receive it from
Him who has the right to give.
[f we do right, therefore, in this
probation, when ‘the earth and
the fulness thereof shall be.given
to the Saints of the Most High,”
we will be numbered among
those who will inherit it. But that
time bhas not yet come. The earth
and its falness are not ours—if they
were we might remain here in
peaceful possession; but they are
(Gods, and we are his, what we have
being committed to us as stewards
for a little season; therefore, our
worldly riches and possessions are
but dross compared with our eter
nal salvation. We are laboring for
the salvation of souls, and we
should feel that this is the greatest
duty devolving upon us. There-
fore, we should feel willing to sac-
rifice everything, if need be, for
the love of God, the ealvation of
men, and the triumph of the king-
dom of God uvpon the earth, in
whigh we expect to regeive our re-

ward, our exaltation and our crown
of life. These are ot mere suppo-
sitions, the chimera of men’s brains,
or the cupnnipg of man’s devices;
but thiugs which have been re-
vealed to us from Ged, he having
spoken and declared. these truths
unto man in our day.

I'ean testify to you, my brethren
and sisters, that so far as the Spirit
| of God manifests te me, all is well
in Zion to-day, The work of God
is progressing. Theinterests of the
kingdom are carefully and jealously
guarded by thoese upon whom rests
this responsibility. Zion’s welfare
is the constant theme, meditation
and prayer. They degire that no
interest of Zion shall be allowed to
fail, or flag, for the want of proper
care and timely attention, The fi-
nances of the Church are guarded
cairefully by the Trustee in Trust
for the Churech. 7This I can testify
to, having been more or less inti-
mately associated with’ him for the.
last six months. I Enow he has
carefully Jooked after the financial
interest of the Church, as well as
the temporal and spiritual welfare
of the people, that the Church
might be protected in its rights as
well as individuals, and that indi-
viduals might also be protected in
their rights as well as the Church,
:Ilmt justice might be dealt out to

1.

There have been some circum-
stances developed and brought to
the notice of the Trustee in Trust
and the Auditing Committee,
which have been of a very trying
character, both to their feelings ano
to the feelings of the other mem
bers of the council of Apostles, and
no doubt also very trying to the
feelings of some of the brethen
who have suppo-ed they had claims
upon the Trustee in Trust, which
investigation has proven they did
nol have. And in other isstances,
where it has beern showun that the
[(rustee in Trust has claims upon
individusals who supposed they were
not indebted to the Church. Bat
in =1l of these matters even-handed
justice has been sought to be dealt
out to the individual and to the
Church; but while the Church can
afford to be liberal in its alms to
the worthy aud needy poor, and to
pay all just demande, or ¢laims up
on it, it cannot afford to sanction
or allow claims that are not just.
And rarther, it js but jost and fal:
that individuals should be *as
prompt,so far as itis in their power,
to meet their obligations to the
Church as it is expected that the
Church will be in meeting its obli-
gations to individuals.

We do uot expect that the rights
of the Church will be disregarded
in any*particular, We de not ex-
pect that any person will indulge,
or even admit, the feeling hat the
Church is an institution enly to be
preyed upon; but we expect that
the people do and will understand
that we cannot aflord to deal ino
any other manner than upon the
prineciples of the strictest justice,
righteousness and equity between
man and man, ana between the
Chureh and individual members of
the Chureh, or the individual mem-
bers and the Church.*

We have had a very excellent
discourse from the President of the
P. E. Fund Company, in to
the duties of those who are indebted
to the company. He has shown
the vast amount that is now owing
to that company by individuals
who have been assisted to immi-
grate to this goodly land by its
means; and the ingratitude, want
of ebarity and dishonor which at-
taches to individuals who have
been s0 generously assisted out of
poverty and oppression, and placed
in circumstances to become free
and independent, and then neglect
or fail to do their duty in ¢
matters.

In some instances individuals
who have been assisted to Zion by
the P. E. Fund, have gathered
arouad them of thisjworld’s goods
until they have become rich, and
«till their indebtedness to the
¢“Fund” remains unsettled.

It is more than probable that
these same individuals would al-
ways have remained in poverty
had they not been gathiered to Zion
by the P. E. Fuaud: thus, we see,
they are doubly indebted to “the
“fund’’ first for their deliverence
from Babylon, from poverty and
bondage; and secondly for the
wealth and liberly which they now
possess, PTEY

And again they are manifold
more guilty of ingratitude to God
and man, tecause they haye with-
held from the fund ils
which they were able to pay, and
deprived others moye worthy than
themaaelveg from recejving assist-

ust dues—|j
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ance in the manner they had been
assisted,

‘Every man that owes the fund a
dollar should 1ealise that it is a just
debt, that there are others in the
game condition that they were in
when picked up by the P. E. Fund
¢ompany andjorought to this blesced
land, that they are praying and
plenchng for deliverarce zlso, and
that perbaps they are quile as
worthy—if not more;so—than many

who have been helped and now
owe the ¢fund” to an amoun

which, if all was paid up, would be | poss

o o'e than sufficient to immigrate
to this country all the Baints now
in Euarope. _

Men but do their duty when they
pay their just debis and to do so
in this case they dischargs a (riple
duty—to the Furd themselves and
to the ungathered, worthy poor.
What honorable person can refuse
or neglect to do such a duty?

We are sending large numbers of
Elders from time to time,to preach
the gospel abroad. It is the duty
of the Latter-day Baints jto assist
those Elders on their missions
when they need assistance,or when
they are unable to fit themselves
out. Their families tooshould be
cared for by the Church, during
the absence of the husband and
father, so far as they are mneedy or
unable to provide for themselves.
Every man is in daty bound to do
all he reasonably can to roll on the
work of God, to maintain himself
and iamily and assist to build up
Zion.

Some times a good man is needed
to fill a certain mission, he is well
adapted to ,the position he is called’
to fill, or the duty heis required to
preform; but he is poor, he may
perhaps have a large family to
maintain, which would require his
whole time if devoted wholly to
that end, yet his abllity, faith,
integrity and other quahfications
peculiarly fit him for the duly re-
quired, and he is the most avallable
man to be found. Now what Isto
ve done? Are we to excuse him
because h's family is large and re-
quire his eervices, or because 0l
nis poverty? Certainly nof.

I[f the iuterest of Zion requires
his services, in that direction lies
his legitimate patigof duiy., Then
it becomes the duty of the SBaints
to provide for his family and see

that they do not Jack the pecessarier
of life; and It would . of tiurt us to

see that they enjoyed some of the
comforta, _

If there is no excuse for the poor,
certainly there can be more for the
wealthy, neveribeless the rich are
of et 80 +ngrc8-ed fn their busine:s
s0 bound up in worldly aflairs, that
they are but poorly qualified for
missionary service; the greater the
reason why they should freely
im part of their abundance in aid of
those who are better fitted for the
ministry when sach are called intu
the missionary field. It is true the
tithings of the people are for these
and other purpsses, and no doubt
when all the rich and poor with
one accord honestly obey the law
of tithing there ;will be pleaty in
the store house of the Lord, to
build temples.and houses of wor-
ship, to feed and clothe the Hungry
and naked, to provide for the aged,
jnfirm and poo gather the
Saints, to send the Elders to the
nations ofthe. earth and maintain
their families while they are gone,
and also to purchass the land of
Zion and redeein the cenler Btake
and obtain possession of our in-
heritanc:s cx do any<other thing
which may be needed, although in
the beginning God gave a more per-
rect law than that of tithing by
which to -accomplish all these
things, but the BSaints weie not
able to abide the higher law—and
it was temporarily suspended;there-
fore uusil we know,how and wiil
do better than we now doour tith-
ings and our offerings are necezsary
to crrry on the work of God.

These duties should not be con-
sidered a hardship by the Baints.
The law of tithing is a command-
ment with promise of reward for
obedience. No man ever observed
this law but he was blessed in so
doing, for God is both able and
willing to fulfill all hie
when the conditions are complied
with on our part. Those duties
which God requires may seem a
burden to the disobedient and un-
faithful, but to the willing and
obedient they are sources of bless-
ing, pleasure and delight ard are
no burden at all.
come lighter in proportion to our
increasing faithfulness, Our en-
oyment of the gifts and blessings
of the Holy Spirit will increase as
we become more diligent and so
will our knowledge extend and

promises | peop

Our burdens be. |

- _

our title to exaltation and eternal
life become more and more gure,

Tne sending of Elders from ) ea-
to year, snd thousands of doll..s
acnually to gather the poor is not
all we have todo. We bave home
industries to look afier, We must
provide empl yment for our people,
that when they are gathered home
they may not idle for want of
remunerztive labor. We should
establish branche: of industry from
which we could at least provide for
our own necessilies and as soon as
ible be able toexport our home
ptuduntiunn, and thus give employ-
ment to every faitbhful Lave.-day
Saint who is gathered to Zion, that
individusls may not only become
self sustaining but eontribute their
proportion to the general good.

Our manufactories should be
fostered, patronised and protected,
and their wares or staples sought
after and preferred by the people,~
even though they were more costly
at first. 1t needs no argument to
prove to the sagacious and for ree-
ing that this policy will pay the
best in the end.

While we continue to be purchas-
ers and importers only, we will re-
main dependent to, and at the
m of manufacturers ard export-
ers from abroad} but when we c:n
produce what we need by our own
industry and ekill, from the ele-
ments which so abundaotly fu -
round us, we cease to import, to be
dependent upon babylon, or the
world, we appreach independence,
aud begin to assume the positicn
iu the earth which God bhas dei =
igzned we should, to lead and not
be led, to teach and not be taught,
to be the ‘“head and not the tril.”

Every Latter-day BSaiot should
be proud to wear Aome made
¢lothes, from head to foot, aud
when we begin to study our best
interesis, and the interest of Zion
ve will do se though it cosis us
more now than to wear the stuffed,
starched, glossed aud glitteiing
sheddy of the world, or even the
best the world affords,. Money
spent in home munufactures is
money saved to the community, it
is money laid up for future use and
bencfiv at home, while money gent
abroad builds up New York, Bos-
ton, Philadeiphia, Lowell, and the
world, all of whom are opposed to
the people and the work of God
and will only 1eiurn evil to us for
the patronage we bestow upon
tuem. |

We should be prepared, not only
o manufacture our own wearing
apparel, but also te make all our
mechanical and agricaltural imple-
ments, our household furniture, our
vuilding materials, our wagons,
carriages and equipment, with all
that is necessary for the righteous
and legitimate ute eof man, that
when Babylon shall fall we may
be prepared for it, and not be found
among those who ghall wail and
lament becauce ‘‘mo man buyeth
her merchandise any more,”

I see some of the sisters wearing
fine hats trimmed with eilk ribbon,
also silk shawls, dresees, neckties,
&c., which are of their own pro-
duction and make. This is as it
should be—*the beauty of the work
of their own bands.”

Perhaps no country in the world
abounds more profusely thau ours,
with the real elements of wealth,
and none better adapted to the
raising of silk; whicn enters so
largely into, and is so eagerly sought
for female apparel, aud there are
thonsands of men, women and
children in Utah, who could as
well as not devote a portion of their
time to its calture, eay a month or
gix weeks in the proper seasen of
the year, both to their pleasure and
profit,if they would, aund the result
wouid be the production in wvast
quantities of the much coveted ar-
ticie of silk, and an incréase of prof-

itable labor.
Rister Zina Young, Father Graves

and a few others are interesting
themselves in this industry, and
are trying to awaken an interest
therein in the minds of the indus~
trial elasses, that silk may even-
tually become a staple product of
Utah. BSo far, 1 fear, they bave
found it rather up-hill work. The
Je reema to be eager for imme-~
diate profit, for present gain, which
in too many cases is exceedingly
detrimental to the individual as
well as to the public good. It is
dificalt to get pecple to look for-
ward, or labor for the futuie; we
are all so terribly wrapped up and
engrossed in the present and in
self. * But the calture of silk is
gradually bejng extended, I am
told, and by and by it will, unques.
tionably, become one of our flour-
ishing industries, A Jittle child is

| capable of attending to a large part
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