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from the very beginning—one who
Years ago was a prisoner with the
Prophet of God in the State of Mis-
souri; others who were driven out
from that State and from the State
of Iilinois, and who crossed these
dreary plains without having auy
distinct iden as to where they were
going,what kind of alnnd they would
reach, or what sort of difticultics
they would have to encounter. Of
others who followed afterwanrds some
dragged handearts, some walked
with wenriness and sore affliction to
rench this valley. Under all these
circumstances I ean ask with per-
feet confidence thoge who hnve had
this experience, ‘“Has your religion
ever failed yon in the hour of your
deepest distress? Have you ever
found it to be deficient in those
blessings nnd in those i)owum which
God has promised shall accompany
His Gospel and rest upon those who
obey it???

The universal testimony, If op-
Portunity were given for hearing
t, would be, under no circum-
stances and at no time did our re-
ligion lack;but God gave us strength
and grace aceording to the dny, nnd

ured out His Hoely Spirit in the
our when strength was most need-
ed, We can therefore now meet
together rejoicing in the blessings
that God has bestowed upon ns. No
mutter how dark the clouds may be,
no matter how forbidding the
outlook mny be to us, naturally
S8penking, we know that in
trusting our God we have not trust-
el Him in vain; and we feel con-
fident that He will contlinue to
bestow strength and grace, pence
and joy, and give uuto us every
Eood thing that mny be necessary to
Comfort our hearts and sustain us in
Performing the labors that He may
Bssipn to us, or that mny be re-
uired of ue in passing through
the diMMculties which environ our
path.

I well remember how the Bnints
Bung praises to God and how joyful

ey were in their journey ncross
the plalns when they were first
driven out anl first came to this
valley, I do not believe there was
4 hnppier people upon the face of
the enrth thut the Latter-dny Sninta
duting the winter of 1847 nnd 1848,
during the summer of 1848 aud the
Bucceeding winter, although at one
Ime i, geemed as though starvation
wag  well-nigh inevitable. The
trickets descended upon the ecrops
Aud ate them off untll it nppeared
a8 if there would not be enough
Erain left standing to sustain the
Ives of those who had tilled the
earth and were depending upon the

Yiekl of the flelds for their
future gustennnce. It seemed as
though God was determined

test the faith of His

Deople nt that time. AlthoughI
Was only a youth then, and had
hone of the eares of & family restin
;,‘ nme, I well remember how%
‘]’l myself; but nccording to my
Pwervation I did not see amony; our
older people any who hnd_lost ﬁenrt.
or felt that disaster nwnited them,
c}hﬂ.V were happy even unader the
reumstanees in which they found
emsclves; they rejoiced exceeding-

‘and

here, in the freedom froun oppres-
gion in the deliverance that God
had wronght out. There was uo
necessity to wateh the leading men
in order to prevent them being
kidnapped, there was no oceasion to
dread the approach of those who
pretended to have writs against
men of prominence. Doors were
left unlocked, there were no thieves,
everyone slept in perfect sceurity;
and such a thing as ghe loas of any
article —— although some of them
wete, to people thue gituated,
exceedingly valuable at that time—
was not heard of in this valley. Yet
Provisions were scaArce, men, Women
infant, children had to re-

sort to various deviees,in order to ob-
tain food to sustain themselves. 1n
the bottoms thistle roots were dug;
when the spring opened, thistle
tops were gathered, sagos were
also dug for food, and many
fanmilles never tasted brend for
days and weeks together, the people
Hving upon such roots as could be
dag; and yet happiness reigned,
pence prevailed, and the people re-
joiced to an extent, 1 think, far
greater than they do in their present
conifortable position. I allude to
this ae an incident to illustrate what
1 have been saying—that under all
circumstances God has fulfilled His
romises in relation to the Latter-
ay Salnts; and if you are not a hap-
py people, if yeu do not rejoice
every day of your lives, if you do
not bow your knevs filled with pro-
fonnd thankegiving unte God our
Eternnl Father for the blessings that
He has bestowed upon you, then
you nre recrcant to the principles

‘which you profess and vou show

your unworthiness before the Lord
in view of the great kindness, bless-
ings nud mereles which He has ex-
tended to you.

We linve-seen by the history
of other peoples who have
preceded us, that in dnye of

progperity, when the blessings of
the earth were muoltiplied upon
them, they stood in greater danger
than they did in times of poverty.
I believe that this 1s the case gener-
ally. Wheun we have an abundnnce
of everything that i8 necessary for
our comfort nnd convenicnce we do
not feel our dependence upon our
God as we do under other circum-
stnnces. When times are pleasant,
when there is no persecution, when
there nre mo arrests made and no
disposition to send tie people to
prison, or to commit other acts of
infamy or outrage upoun them, then
thereis not the same feeling of nnx-
iety nnd the snme desire to seek unto
God and to beseech Him for His
power to he extended to us that
there would be or is when we nre in
peril. When in peril we feel that
we must clenve unto God, that we
must seek unto Him earnestly to
receive His aid nnd deliverance.

No douht these circumstances
through which we have been ealled
to pass during the last four years
and n halfor thereabouts hnve had
n wise purpose, in_the wislom of
God our Henvenly Fhther, in train-
ing this people, in giving them ex-
perience, in teaching them to feel
after npd to obtain from God the

1y in the Jiberty which they had | strength and the foith which they
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should possess, so that they can
pass through ‘nod endure trinis
and afflictions withont murmuring.

We paid n visit last Sunday and
duriuy lagt week to Sunpete valley,
and held a good many meelings
with the Latter-day Saiuts there.
‘We have held meetings, too,inother
places aud found that in some of
them there is need for the people to
be visited nnd preached to. In
some instances we fouud a condition
which was not ,plea.sant. to contem-

late. Many things are practiced

nt are notcreditable to Latter-dny
Saints; many sins are indulged in;
and we havefelt to call upon the
people to repent of these evils and put
them away. I do not know how the

:ople of this valley nnd of this eity
eel. I haveonly a general ldea of
the situation; but I have no doubi
though you have had unusually goo
fncilities comparatively in hnving
withiu your borders nnd attending
your meetings the leading men of the
Chureh who are free—thint there
is among you great need for the
Ercnching of the Word of God; I

ave no doubt that you need to be
stirred up to diligenee nnd to n
heart-felt  consideration of your
lives.

I have read to you this nfterncon
the words of an inspired Prophet of
God, telling us what the Gospel of
the Lord Jesus Christ is. 1 do not
recall for the moment any chnpter
that has been written either 1n the
Old or New Testament, in the Book
of Mormon, or in the Book of Doc-
trine nnd Covenants, which more
plainly and poiatedly describes the
Gospel of Jesus Christ and the first
principles thereof than this chalpt.er.

The moest of you, doubtless, have
been baptized; you have repented
of your sins, and been baptized for
their remission. 1f you have been
faithful yoo have received n fulfil-
ment of the other promise—the be-
stownl of the Holy Ghost. This is
the privilege of every son and
daughter of God who enters into
covennut with Him; but as this
prophet says, he “heard n voice
from the Father saying, Yea, the
words of My Beloved are true and
fafthful. He that eudureth to the
end the same shnll be saved.”

They nre the ones who shall be
saved-—those who endure to the
end, faithfully keeping the com-
mandments of God; uct those who
ran well for n senson and then cease
to run or endure, nnd yicld to
temnptation and sin. They cnnnot
be saved; better for them if they had
never heard the Gospel; better for
them if they had never, I was go-
ing to say, been born, Indeed, I
think I mightsay it correctly.

1t is nn impottant question for us
to ask ourselves this afternoon, are
we in the possession of those gifts,
blessinge and powers which God has
promiged unto His faithful people?
Are our lives such that we ¢an go
to the Father in the nnme of Jesus
withont any feeling of condemna-
tion and ssk Him for the blessings
that we need, with the full nesur-
ance thnt Fe will hear and nnswer
out prayer? Huve we come here to

rtalio of this Sacrnment with our

enrts aright before the Lord? Have
we confessed onr siGB to our Father



