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from the very beginning one who
years ago was a prisoner with the
prophet of god in the state of mis-
souri others who were driven out
from that state and from the state
of illinois and who crossed these
dreary plains without having any
distinct idea as to where they were
going what kind of aland they would
reach or what sort of difficulties
they would have to encounter of
others who followed afterwards some
dragged handcartshand carts some walked
with weariness and sore affliction to
reach this valley under all these
circumstances I1 can ask with per-
fect confidence those who have had
this experience has your religion
ever failed you in the hour of your
deepest distress have you ever
found it to be deficient in those
vodblessingslessings and in those powers which
god has promised shall accompany
rishis gospel and rest upon those who
obey icvW

the universal testimony if op-
portunityrport were given for hearing
ftt would be under no circum-
stances and at no time did our re-
ligion sackbutlacklaok but god gave us strength
and grace according to the day and
poured out his holy spirit in the
hourour when strength was most need-
ed we can therefore now meet
together rejoicing in the blessantblesblessingssinTthat god has bestowed upon us nof
matter how dark the clouds maymaybebe
ttono matter how forbidding the
outlook may be to us naturally
speaking we know that in
trusting our god we have not trust
edd him in vain and we feel con-
fident that he will continue to
astowtow strength and grace peace
wd joyoy and give unto us everyahinggood thing that may be necessary to
comfort our hearts and sustain us in
performing the labors that he may
assign to us or that may be re-
tiredalred of us in passing through
theme difficulties which environ our
path

I1 well remember how the saints
sungbung praises to god and how joyful
they were in their journey across
toethe plains when they were first
driven out ani first came to this
valley I1 do not believe there was
a happier people upon the face of
the earth than the latter day saints
duringu ng thee winter of 1847 and 1848
duringng the summer of 1848 and the
succeedingding winter although at one
tittleae it seemed as though starvation

as well nigh inevitable the
crickets descended upon the crops

d ate them off until it appeared
48 itif there would not be enough
stainmila left standing to sustain the
lives of thosethe who had tilled the
earthrth and were depending upon the
yield of the fields for their
future sustenance it seemed as
thoughough god was determined
tat test the faith of his
people at that time although I1
was only a youth then and had
aone of the cares of a family resting
Urtron11 me I1 well remember how I1
fereh myself but according to my
observation I1 did not see among our
older people any who had lost heart
or felt that disaster awaited them
they were happy even under the
circumstances in which they found
themselvesbemsel ves they rejoiced exceeding-
ly in the liberty which they had

here in the freedom from oppres-
sion in the deliverance that god
had wrought out there was no
necessity to watch the leading men
in order to prevent them being
kidnapped there was no occasion to
dread the approach of those who
pretended to have writs against
men of prominence doors were
left unlocked there were no thieves
everyone slept in perfect security
and such a thing as akebe loss of any
article although some of them
were to people thus situated
exceedinglyexee valuable at that time
was not heard of in this valley yet
provisions were scarce men women
and infant children hadhaa to re-
sort to various devicedevi cesinsiu order to ob-
tain food to sustain themselves in
the bottoms thistle roots were dug
when the spring opened thistle
tops were gathered were
also dug for food and many
families never tasted bread for
days and weeks together the people
living upon such roots as could be
dug and yet happiness reigned
peaceace prevailed and the peoplepeople re-
joicedvoiced to an extent I1 think far
greaterreater than they do in their present
comfortable position I1 allude to
this as an incident to illillustrate what
I1 have been saying that under all
circumstances god has fulfilled his
promisespromises in relation to the latter
dayay saints and if you are not a hap-
py people if yuyou do not rejoice
every day of your lives if you do
not bow your knees filled with pro-
found thanksgiving unto god our
eternal father for the blessings that
he has bestowed upon you then
you are recreant to the principles
which you profess and you show
your unworthiness before the lord
in view of the great kindness bless-
ings and mercies which he has ex-
tended to you

we have seen by the history
of other peoples who have
preceded us that in days of
prosperity when the blessings of
thehe earth were multiplied upon
themhem they stood in greater danger

than they did in times of poverty
I1 believe that this Is the case gener-
ally when we have an abundance
of everything that is necessary for
our comfort and convenience we do
not feel our dependence upon our
god as we do under other circum-
stances when times are pleasant
when there is no persecution when
therehere are no arrests made and no

disposition to send the people to
prisonirison or to commit other acts of
infamy or outrage upon them then
here as not the same feeling of anx-

ietyety and the same desire to seek unto
god and to beseech him for his
powerawer to be extended to us that
there would be or is when we are in
perileril when in peril we feel that
weve must cleave unto god that we

must seek unto him earnestly to
receive his aid and deliverance

no doubt these circumstances
through which we have been called
to pass during the last four years
and a half or thereatthereaboutsfouts have had
a wise purpose in the wisdom of
god our Hheavenlyeaverly fatherather in train-
ing this people in giving them ex-
perienceperi ence in teaching them to feel
after and to obtain from god the

1 strength and the faith which they

should possess so that they can
pass through and endure trials
and afflictafflictionslons without murmuring

we paid a visit last sunday and
during last week to sanpete valley
and held a good many meetings
with the latter day saints therethele
we have held meetings other
places and found that in some of
them there is need for the people to
be visited and preached to in
some instances we found a condition
which was not pleasant to bontem
plate many things are practiced
that are not creditable to latter day
saints many sinssing are indulged in
and we have felt to call upon the
people to repentof these evils and put
them away I1 do not know how the
people of this valley and of this city
feel I1 have only a general idea of
the situation but I1 have no doubt
though you have bad unusually good
facilities comparatively in having
within your borders and attending
your meetings the leading men ofthe
church who are free thatteat there
is among you great need for the
reachingpreaching of the word of god itifiadehave no doubt that you need to be
stirred up to diligence and to a
heartfeltheart felt consideration of your
lives

I1 have read to you this
the words of an inspired prophet of
god telling us what the gospel of
the lord jesus christ is I1 do not
recall for the moment any chapter
that has been written either in the
old or new testament in the book
of mormon or in the book of doc-
trine and covenants which moa
plainly and pointedly describes the
aspelgospel of jesus christ and the first
principles thereof than this chapter

the most of you doubtless have
been baptized you have repented
of your asinsns ananddoubeen baptized for
their remission if you have been
faithful you have received a fulfilfulfill
ment of the other promise the be-
stowal of the holy this is
the privilegecivile e of every son and
daughterdaudaughtergEter of0 god who enters into
covenant with him but as this
prophetMophee says hebe heard a voice
romfrom the father saying yea the

words of my beloved are truetrue and
faithful he that durethen to the
end the same shall be saved

they are the ones who shall be
saved those who endure to the
end faithfully keeping the com-
mandmentsmandments of god not those who
rurunn wwellell forforaa seaseasonson and ththenen cease
to run or endure and yield to
temptation audand sin they cannot
be saved better for them if they had
never heard the gospel better for
them if they hadhack never I1 was go-
ingin tota say been born indeed I1
tthinkink I1 might sasay it correctly

it is an important question for us
to ask ourselves this afternoon are
we in the possession of those gifts
blessings and powers which godhangod has
promised unto his faithful people
areare our lives such that we carican go
to the father in the name of jesus
without anya feeling of condemna-
tion and askask him for the blessings

that we need with the full assur-

ance thatthat ilehe willwili hearbear and answer
have we come hereheie toour prayer

partake of this sacrament with our

hearts aright before the lorlordd have
we confessed our sins to our father


