Ficuae,

live up to the

530 THE DESERET NEWS. Sept o

—— - e i - ____--l\“.___‘\
REMAR KS Iur the Book of Mormon and read | I know that those who seek aright| which bave been kept hid from the | those plotters look upon their

of the restitution to come we can|in the way appointed fiud an|world for generatious, let them |snd see what they have Wiy

X answer to their prayers; and that principles already | plished! How much ““"lhlll

SLORR €. W, PENROSE,

In the Tabernacle, Salt I.ake Cily,
Aug. 17, 1879,

REPORTED BY GEO. F. GIBBES,

THERE are a few minutes remaine
ing, which I am uested to oc-
cupy; and while doingsoI earnestly
desire that [ may be inspired by
the spirit that gives light and in-
telligence to the human mind and
makes plain the things of God, 8o
that what [ may say to you may
be profitable and edifying.

I rejoice very muchb that I have
the privilege of living upon the
earth at the time when God has
commenced this great work spoken

of by all the hely prophets since | changed
the world began; when the times|the everlasting

| Nephi and Moroni and others of

gee it as the prophets saw it} for
the same spirit that rested upon
Isaiah and Jeremiah and wupon

the prophets that lived upon this

continent, rests upon the people of | y

God in - these latter-daye, The
same evidences are open to our
vision, and we know as sure as we
know that God lives that the day
is close at hand when those events
spoken of will franspire upon the
earth,

We are living in a time of great
wickedness, of great corruption
and evil of numerous Einds; they
are widespread upon the face of the
earth, and the inhabitants thereof
have turned from the Lord in a
great degree, according to the
Seripture which has been quoted:
““They have trangressed the laws,
the ordinance and breken

ﬂﬂ‘l’ﬂnlnt.” God

of restitution have commenced;| has withdrawn himself from the

when God has begun to 1estore to

the inhatitants of the earth,

doctrine and principles which were | ness the

revealed to the people anciently by
which they, were brought into
communion with the Father; when
tbe holy priesthood, or the authority
given from God to mdn to act in
his stead, has beaen restored to the
eartb; when the gifts and blessings
which men enjoyed by the ancient
Saints have also been restored;
when the knowledge possessed by
the ancients of the manner io
which God could be approached #so
that they might learn of him, has
also been made manifest the Liat-
ter-day Baints; in the day when
the great work which will prepare
the earth and the inhabetants
thereof for its Prinece, its rightful
lawgiver apd Xiopg, hss com-
menced upon the earth., I rejoice
and thank God with all my heart
that I am identified with thi-
people, that I have received the
spirit of this work; that I have been
able to understand these principles
and doctrines, and that I have
cast in my lot with the people who
are engaged in the work of prepar-
ing tbhemselves for the coming of
the Liord.

Toe times of restitution which
have been alluded to this afternoon
by Brother Morgan,and which the
Apostle Paul speaks of in the words
which have been read in your hear-
ing, are of the very greatest impor
tance to all peop!e who liveupon the
earth to understand. KEvery pro-
phet by whom God has spoken
since the world began has had
some foresight in regard to this
work. Wouen we take up the Bible
and find all the prophets whose
words are recorded therein speak-
ing of the great work of Goed of the
latter days; of the great day
of the Lord; of the time when
righteousness should prevail, and
iniquity should cease; of the time
when mis-rule should be cast down,
when the kingdomsa of this worlo
that have ruled in uvnrighteous-
ness should lose their grasp upon
the children of men, and in the
place thereof the kingdom of God
should be established; of the time
when the corse which was placed
upon the earth in the beginning
should -be removed, and when
instead of the thorns and the briers
should spring up the fig and the
myrtle tree; of the day when the
animosity between man and man
and between mankind and the
brute creation, should be taken
away, when the lion and the lamb
should dwell together; when the
spirit of deatruction should cease
and the Bpirit of the living God
prevail over the face of the whole
varth, and the way be prepared for
the coming of its rightfal ruler,
““He whose right it is to reign” and
who will rule ““from the rivers to
the ends of the earth; of the time
when that wicked one“*who tempted
our first parents in the beginning,
who introduced evil and death in-
to the world, and who has ever
gince made it his aim and object to
usarp the control of the earth,
shall be bound, and with all his
hosts be banished frem the earth
and this whole creation be rid of his
influence, and when the Spirit ef
God will be poured out upon sll
fllesh. This period has been fore-
seen and has been alluded to in
much plaioness by many of the
prophets upon the eastern hemi-
sphere and also upon the western
continent their words were record-
ed and have come down to us
through the Bible and the Book of
Mormon.

The spirit which God has been
pleased to pour out upon wus in
some degree opens our minds to a
comprehension of these rame

things. When weltakeup the Bible

children of men.

ple. While they boast

of living in an age of gospel light,
they are really and traly shut out

| from communion with the Lord.

No prophet’s voice is heard in their
midst: no seer discerng the things
of God; no angel from the courts of
glory bears a message of glad tid-
ings to man, The heavens are as

the promise made by the Bavior is
true: ““Ask, and it shall be given
unto you; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and it ehall be opened unto
ou.” And in bearing my testi-
mony to the truth of these things I
say what most of this congregation
kEnow, and what the great msjority
of the people throughout this Teri-
tory could testify to as well asthou-
«alds more who are scattered upon
the face of the earth who are Joug-
iug to gather to there mountaiu
vales. We have not come Lere for
the mere purpose of enrichirg our-
selves in gold and silver, in flocks
and heards or houses and lands,
things which perish in their hand-
ling, but to become rich in tbe
imperishable tnings of eteraity
which we can obiain here in the
way appointed of God and abput
which tbe world Enow nothing.
People wonder why it is Lthat the

Darkness has | leaders of this people z1e &lill upe=
the | covered the earth and gross dark- | held by the unauimous voice and-

vote of tbe Latler.day Baints, and
why it 18 that we have faith in
them and cling to them, in spite of
all thatissaid against them, They
do not understaud the secret spriug
that moves this work.
power that unites and guides us
does not rest in any InAan or any
set of muen, neither 1n ithe wonder-

brass over their heads. They have | fal orga.ization,but in this eterual,

no answer when they pray, or
rather when they say their prayers,
for it may be truly said of them, iu
the words of the Lord through
Isaiah, they ‘‘draw near me with
their mouth, and with their lips do
honor me, but have removed their

hearts far from me, and their fear | great work of restitution.

aperring opirit which God bas
shed forth in our hearts throughb
obeuience Lo the Gospel, by which
we cau approach him and learn ol
for eurseives, :

We Lave gathered to these
mountaions thav we way aid in this
We are

torrasd meis taught by the precepts | building these Temples that the

of men.” ‘Therefore, “‘says the

Lord, *behold, I will proceed to|p

do marvellous work among this
people, even a marvellous work and
a wonder: for the wisdom of their
wise men shall perish, and the
understanding of their prudent
men shall be hid,” to the wecak
and despised and poor of the earth
whom God has gathered from the
nations he has revealed his will
and the precious things of his
kingdom;
themselves

F

Liord may come aud restore iurcher
owers and keys and kuowledge
pertaining to tue holy priesthood
which bas been held in reserve;
for we bave as yel only recelveu
the droppings of the shower tu
come; we have but received a few
tbings cowpared with woat re-
malus to be revealed There
not a principle, ner a blessing re-
jered Lo in these Seriptures, which
has been evjoyed by the Saials ol

and they are preparing|any Jjormer timue but what the
for the gymnt'_avant! that | Liord eur God will restore and be-

are to transpire in the near fature, | stow upon his people of the latter

God has commenced the

work of restitution of all things by | of all things.

great [ (xmes, the times of Lhe restitution

This doctrine of

restoring the gospel in its primitive | Celestial marriage that creates tuch
siwplicity and every principle and & stir in the werid 18 ounly one ol

ordinance bleonging

thereto, with | the doctriues believed in and prac

the suthority and power to ad- |ticed by the aucients, and that tov
minister therein. Every man that | undr the immediate sanctivn aad

has lived upon the earth in past
ages who has held the keys in any

dispensation of God’s merey to
man has come down from the

place whence he hasgone and re |

stored those keys; they have all
brought their priesthood, their

nethority and the spirit and power

direction)of thre Almighty,that Gou
has comwenced Lo restorein in wne
Jatter-day. The Liord has 1estoieu
that in counection with other prin-
ciplea and it is a truth wnich this
peopie can testity to whether others

| balived it or not. God is the autho:

of 1, aud if men choose to figot

belonging thereunto, and erdained | againts the Lord,let them fight; 16 1s
living men to the authority whic: | wod and them for 11; [ bear my testi-
they themeelves held. And the| mony that God Aimighty has re-
reason why we know this is true is | vealed this doctiine of cslestial
mecause God Almighty has made | marriage or marriage for eternity,
this manifest 10 every bumble soul | includiug the doctrine of plurality
who has bowed in obedience to this | of wivese. He made this maaifest

gospel. Our testimony
depend
not depend upon Brigham Young;
it does not depead upon John Tay-
Ior or upon the council of the

Twelve Apostles, which is now the

| of things.

does not | to the Prophet Joseph Smith and
upon Joseph Smith; it doe: | has revealed it to thousands by the

gift and power of the Holy Ghost,
Bat these are only the beginnings
We have come here to
learn of God’'s ways and to walk in

residing quorum in the Chureh, | his paths, “QOur fathers have in-
fpin my faith to no man’s sleeve; | herited lies aud vauity, and things

I am a believer in the scripture~| wherein there is no

profit,”” They

which saye, ““Cursed be the man|have been fed upon husks while
that trusteth in man, and maketh|.bhe kernel was not with them,
flesh his arm.” I obeyed this gospel | They have been taught by the tra-

because I believed it was true,
through reading
which I was taught from my
chiidhood to believe in.
the sound of the gospel reached my
ears 1 believed; and having bowed
in obedience to its ordinances, I re-
ceived a testimony for myself of
its truthfulness, and that testimony
has never departed from me. I
know by the power and gift of the
Holy Ghost that God lives; I know
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
the living God; I kpnow by
same spirit that God Almighty has
sent his apgels in these the last
days to Joseph Smith and otbhers
for the puspose of commeneing
this work of the restitution of all
things. I know that work has
begun to be ushered in. I know
that the power of God is being
manifested on the earth, that the
same power which rested upon the
Former-day Saints rests down upon
the Latter-day BSaints, I Enow
that the former-day ordinances
have been restored and the spirit
and the power thereof. I know it
for myself because I have experien-
ced it and realized it. I Enow
there is a way to approach the
Eternal Father and learn ol him,

early

When | plain his laws to the

ditious of men; they have been led

the BSecriptures, | by theologians who knew not God,

who coulu not describe him or ex
people, for
they knew not of Him themselves,
aud how could they, when accora-
ing to their own admissiens the
voice of prophecy bad ceased and
God would no more speak to the
children of men,

We have come out frem the
traditions and false theories of our
fathers and gathered here that we

the | may learn of Gud. And God has

oaganized his Church and we are
receiviog lineupon lineand precept
tpon pregept, here a liitle anu
there a little, for our profit, to pre-
pare us for the things to be mani-
fested in the future. And if we
would only live up to the things
that he has revealed to us; if we
would be as pure and virtuous and
honest and upright and couscien
tious and patient and long sufler-
ing and gharitable as we are com
mauded to be in the revelation-
the Lord has given unto us io
these latter times, we would be
better prepared for the great tiings
yet to be unfolded., If the peop e
called Latier-day Baint desire to

receive further of;these greattLings

The |

iB |

revealed; let them be Baintsin very
deed. As they have come out
from the world bodily, let them be
seperated from the world in spirit,
Let them be temperate,.chaste and
true; Jet them be honest and
bonorable with all men; let them,
live up to their agreements and
fail not to keep their promises one
4 with another, always remembering
with due regard their sae¢red cove-
nants and solemn obliga'ionstothe
Lord. Aod tuus they will come up
uear to Him, and as & natural con-
sequence the Lord will draw uear
to them, his Spirit will be upon
them, and God will fight their
battles and overcome their encmies
aud break off every yoke, For the
Lord is nigh at hand and not afar
off;, He has commenced the great
work of restitution and will roll it
on to its consummation., He will
restore every power aud every gift
and grace, every key, revelation
t and inspiration that has ever been
enjoyed by the ancient Saints. Is
that all? No, my brethren and
sisters, it is not all; fer afier
God bas restored everything that
has been lost, he will, in this
dispensation, reveal things Kkept
hidden from the foundations of
the world. He will reveal them
“‘to babes and rucklings,” te the
children born in Zion wno are heirs
to the holy priesthood, trained up
in the way they should go, net
trained up as some of our children
are, but in the way God has ap
pointed. As weare living in these
momentous times, it behooves us
to be what we profess to be, Baints.
We are called to be SBaints, whether
we are Baints or not is ano.her
thing. Many are called, but few
are chosen., And why are they not
chosen? Read the Book of Doctrine
and Covenante; find out your own
weaknesses, your own failures, your
own omissions as well as commis-
gsions. Find out wherein you have
| ceased to do that which you eught
to do, and have done that which
you ought not to have done, and
repent. Repentaunce is needed to
be taught to the Liatter-day Baints
as well as to tne world; for we are
called with a holy calling, and it
we do not live up to our professions
it were better we had never made
them. I.etus retura to the Lori
and the Lord will return to us; his
Spirit will be maunifested in our
midst to a still greater degree, and
his gifts and bles~ings will abound.
Our sick will be healed as in times
past. We have seen the :sick
healed instantaneously. The lame
have been made to walk,thedumb
te epeak, the blind to see and the
deaf to hear, by the power of God
through the administrations of the
servantes of God. The gifts of
tongues, prepheey, dreams, faith,
discernment, and every gilt and
bleseing spokeun of in the Bible as
having graced the primitive
Church has been enjoyed by the
Latter day Saints in this latter-day
Church,and we are wituesses there-
of. God has been near to us, and
we have felt his presence in our
public assemblies and in our pri-
vate abodes, Peace has reigned in
our hearts, and we have felt like
praising him with all our souls for
his goodness,

Now lhe Lord will be still nearer
to us if we practice our religion and
be Bainis in very deed; and our
own eyes will be open to discern
the work of Ged among the na-
tions. We have already begun to
comprehend the purposes of the
Almighty. God’s hand is ever all,
and he will smite down the cp-
pressor and break every yoke. He
will destrey the tyranny that still
exists in the world, and the way
| will be open for the servants of the
living God to go to every nation,
kindred, tongue sod p-ople, as
| messengers of the truth and to
gather out the seed of Israel, ana
| the work of God will roll forth, and
every effort of our enemies will
ounly tend to accelerate its progress.
There are societies formed here t
oppose this work and to bring trou-
ble upon us, What have their ef-
forts so far amounted to? Those
that have concocted their scheme-
to misrepresent us and to bear false
witness against us and to malign
us, how much have they accom-
plished? They have been the
means of helping to kill one faith-
ful youth, who, in common with
many of bis brethren, was engaged
pubiishing to the world the privci-
pies of our religion. And besides
this, they have been the means of
inciting mobocrats to drag a few
inoffensive, aged people,from their
homes and beat them nearly to
death, because of their belief, Lot

these ladies, these “*Chrigtiyy

dies and gentlemen must h
their labor:! How much :.]ﬁ

do to slop the progress uf the,
of the Almighpuy? Not m'l
at all; it will only tend to
on to its consummation ‘“hl
tribmph. The Lord will g,
rale in bebalf of his penplg;:!]
turn tbeir intended evil 1y
lbeir eflorws to uvarthru:a
movi=m,” as they term ity
simply adveitise var cause g,
the woria; attestion will be
to our Elders who are t
throughout the world p
the gorpel, aud they will e
better able (o bear their Lestig
and gather out the houest 1
may fight this work as they py
they may madgn and stiem
this people, and hesp all
of reproach upon thew; the
impnson and even Kill the
of some of its most faith
| cates, but the facts 8l rey
| that we are engsged 1N b
of restitution; that Gody
menced i(; that God is Willgy
will remwain with us as gy
wre true to him as his ~ervy,
no power on earth or in i
stop his purposes. The ui
tbe earth sre in his hag
governments of this earth
8.ders as a very little thig
and by be will laugh at )
lamity and mock when
comes, The Kivgdor
world, with all their §&
gloiy, wil), in the owz dugs
the L.rd, be humbled /u gh
and will be brokento :
then will come thekiugiom g
Gud, and he whose nght it}
reign will rule rom pole b
and from shore to shore,
But les us not cherishig
in our bearts against i s
plotting against us, Wik»
stand up tor our eivil rigi
the iiverty to which wearee
by virtue «f the Constituy
the United States, and stan
shoulder to shoulder, in W
tion of our religious right
belp to main for others th
which we claim for ouise
&s not cherish anger, or ani
or revenge, in our hearts, &
us take the woras of thela
Christ for our guide, anily
patient and lovg suflerivg®
God 1s, Anpd the Loid wi
our battles, and those Wi
against us by and_by ¥
brought to shame and col
as they salwaysghave betl
let tho-e who love to liesh#
Latter-day =aints, lie on; 1
a place prepared for them
need Dot do anything (u the
ter, God has a ylace jrep
them, aud we will leave
his baunds. Ye who wish}
ou! Do your work, fill the
you are engaged in as did
old; but as tor us, we wills
Lord; we will keep his &
ments; we will battle w
evils in ocur nature, en
us through the errois of g
thers: we will learn Lo e
selves and our bous:His s
fear of God, and while Wel
gaged in batting with evis
ruption God will be on §
and who shall prevail ag
‘A little ous shall becomt
sand, and 8 fmall oxe a8l
tion; the Lord will hastel
time.” |
Now, we are here in (08
of these mounisins to aid
gieat work of bringing (0}
restitution o all tbing§
tuke hold of the traths rev
us and practise them in oW
that we may ecome & bols
unto the Lnrd, ﬂ:lllhfllip 2 |'
orable, vpright, {:hqrtﬂ
fit for the companionsbip
aungels, And the Spirit ol
ing God shall bave free

among us and the gifts of ¥
pel will abound; truth willf
and our enemies will be cd
The time is not far dis "

(God will sweeD
besom of destruction 0

bel wilfully and IDIENEE
against hlhm nudl]l;u? r:l;lrk -
cleanse Lhe ear
and establish right
on. Men shall then belt g
ing their swords into piO™o
ard their epears mnt:i in
hooks; nation shall l =
sword against nation, D¢

they learn war any more,
maz in every place sball .
brother snd 8 f:iand.m w
game epirit of peace L R
duce & chspge upol ”.i

according to the
;:Ju:)nﬁats who lived centurle

and the earth itself will be




