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mand should be punished by hav-
ing their houses destroyed

history frequently repeats itself
the latter day saints are arousedaccused
of many things of which they are
innocent they will yet be under-
stood and their labors appreciated
throughout this land should the
rulers take it into their heads that
the saints have been badly used by
being deprived of their liberties
without reason or just cause and
should they take a differei it course
than that now pursued it would be
a remarkable thing what god has
done he will do again he has
promised to softer the hearts of the
people from time to time as may
answer the consummation of his
great purposes the lord will not
make an end of the people he hishas
called and chosen but will make an
end of the nations of the wicked

the testimonies that have been
borne that the kingdom of god
shall not passpam from the hands of the
saints or be rivengiven to another people
are true they are borne of the
spirit of god this work is built
on a sure foundation being founded
on the rock of age how caucan such
testimonies be overcome seeing that
they are thettact can they be con-
futed can any people say that it
has brenbeen revealed to them front the
eternalettrual worlds that thesethem testimoniestestimonytes es
are not true they cannot they
do not profess to hebe in possession of
such information no matter who
are lost by the way antiand make ship-
wreck of their feithfaith the church
will go on

god blewbless the latter day saints
that his spirit may be poured out
upon us that we may obtain crowns
of glory and dwell in the presence
of gojbod

president geordice at ca duonanon
addressed the conference follow-
ing TsIs a synopsis of his disediscourseourse

the remarks which have leenbeen
made during this conference by the
various speakers hanve been accom-
panied as I1 have no doubt all
present feel by the testimony
of the spirit of god the lord
is with HNhis people and he
gives unto them when they are
rivingliving aright the testimony of his
holy spirit by means of which
they can know the voleevoice ofef the true
shepherd and are able to distin
guiabgolsh the servants of god by their
teachings and by the spirit that ac
companies their words we have
been told that it is not the privilege
of a few to have this testimony
alone but of all who enter into
covenant with god to receive for
themselves a knowledge concerning
the principles which

in our conferences as well as at
all our meetings there should
be the paplainestInest talk to the
POOpeopleae inspired by the spirit ofMgod not only should a spirit
of counselunseteci and instruction rest upon
those who address is but if needs
be the of warning antiand reproof
we have had reproofs administered
to us at this conference concerning
ourofir methods of life and our habits
and shall the latter jay salsaintsants take
offense at the plainness of these
exhortations no whenever the
saints are in the position that they
cannot submit to reproof and warn

ing they are indeed in need of chas-
tisementti atthe hands of god himself
blessed are those who have men in
their midst who dare to tell them
the truth however unpleasant that
truth may beb there never has been a
dayclay within my knowledge when the
church orof jesus christ of latter
day saints has been without men
who had the courage to do this
brotherBrothe josephrJoseph smith was terrible
in his rebukes to the people i

so was
president brigham young andd other
servants of god and it is necessary
that this shooshould be the case it I1is
not mans wi domdouthatthat has governed
or directed the affairs of this
church but the wisdom of al-
mighty bod manifested through his
chosen servants

some remarks were made here
yesterday in the nature of a warn-
ing concerning the increase of
wealth in our midst and the speak-
er quoted poetry in order to illus-
trate his views I1 myself also
thought of two lines wh were
somewhat applicable
III fares the land to hastening illsilia a prey
where wealth accumulates and men deraydecay

the speaker referred to the dan-
gers attending the increase of
wealth an I1 luxury among us and
it is well in this solemn conference
for us to take important subject
into careful consideration we can-
not shut our eyes to the fact that a
stream of wealth is flowing into the
midst of the latter day saints
there are probably widows in this
congregation who have hitherto
been accustomed to kago out gaining
their livelihood who are now worth
thousands of dollars and working
men in like tumanneranner find the
property of which thethytheyy are pos-
sessed valued at thousands of dollars
approaching in some instances a
hundred thousand dollars what a
wonderful change is thial now th
question presents to us at this
particular time what shall we
do with this superabundance of
wealth which has so quickly come
into our possespossessionslon in chebookthe book
ofof doctrine antianil covenants thereasetheretherearere
more revelations given in the early
hiihistorytory of this church upon this
point than upon any other that now
suggests itself to my mind I1 think
a careful examination of the early
revelations given to the prophet
josejosephh will reveal this fact thatardthe lord operated upon his mind
giving him instructions for the
dembs rsra of his church respecting
temporaltemi oral matters more than any-
thing else

the church had heenbeen organized
only a few months when the proph-
ets windmind was exercised on this sub-
ject scarcely had the saints left
nownew york antiand gone to ohio thanhian
the lord inspired him and gave him
revelations concerning the churches
temporal affairs we have heard
that wealth is a good thing under
certain circumstanced that there is
noDO impropriety in a people being
rich because in ancient daysclays the
men of god were rich and yet were
his faithful servantsservant this is true
but I1 would like to draw the earnest
attention of my brethren to the con
sl oration of this sublettsubiect wealth
will never he datigdangerouserous tot the lat
ter day saints ifequally distributed
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but if it shall create clawclass distinc-
tions among us if it shall lift one
class above the other and give one
portion of our community advant-
ages which are not enjoyed by the
rest then instead of its being a
blessing to us there will be great
danger of its becoming a snare

this gospel was revealed to bless
the poor to save the honest in heart
among all nations one of our
brethern spoke yesterday about cer-
tain classes of society not having
been reachelreachei by us and being here-
toforetolore unacquainted with our princi-
ples if however they have not
known about us it 1ni because they
have closed their eyes and shut
their ears we have pleaded in
vain with the rich while the poor
the humble the meek and the low-
ly have been gathered together f
made it a practice during my mis-
sions not to pass the house of a rien
or prominent man without going in
and Utelling him the message of the
lord jesus christ

the revelations of which I1 have
spoken contained in the book of
doctrine and covenants have for
their object among other things the
elevation of the poor A law
given to this church conconcerningcernin
surplus property was that it should
hebe consecrated to the lord that it
should be placed in the handsbands of the
proper authorities to be distributed
among those in need belonging to
the churchJh that lawjaw was called
the united order but the saints
failed to comprehend it they failed
to carry it out practically some of
them broke their covenants and god
pronounced judgment upon them
the result was that the united order
was broken up and the property as-
signed to those who were members
as a stewardship after awhile the
servantsfr of god asked a question
concerning tithing the reply came
that the people should first give a
tenth oftheir property and one tenth
of their increase from that time for-
ward that was the last law writ-
ten upon this subject

I1 often hear the remark while
traveling among the latter day
saints 1 I wish we could have a
united order among us t would be
so delightful if we could live in that
order finn manymady instances this has
been prompted by the best of feel-
ing but those who ask it do not
comprehend the sacrifices which it
would entail we cannot enter into
such an order suddenly there
must be a preparation for it

what shall be the course for us to
pursue in the present circumstance
VsTs there faith enough among us to
put our surplus means into a treas-
ury fund we have many great
and important duties to perform
connected with the work of
there tois a constant cry for means
in every direction today 1iff the
church held under its control a
million of dollars this sum could be
easily expended in works which
would be of the greatest benefit for
instance we have established
church schools in almost every
county in this territory and at-
tempts are being made to educate
all our children at church schools
academies or seminaries there is
also some talk of establishing


