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mand should be punished by hav-
ing their houses destroyed.

istory frequently repeats itself.
The Latter-day Saints are accused
of many things of which they are
innocent. They will yet be under-
stood and their labors appreciated
throughout this land. Should the
rulers tanke it into their heads that
the Sainta bave been badly used by
being deprived of their liberties
without reason or just cause, and
should they take a different course
than that now pursued, it would be
u remarkable thing. What GGod has
done He will o again. He has
promiged to softep the hearts of the
pecple from time to time, as may
answer the consurnmation of His
great purposes. The Lord will not
manke an end of the pesple He has
called and chosen, but will make an
end of the nations of the wicked.

The testimonies that bhave heen
borne that the kingdem of God
ahall oot pass from the hands of the
Haints or be given to another peaple
are true. They are borpe of the
8pirit of Ged, This work is bhuilt
on a sure foundation, heing founded
on the rock of ages. How can such
testiinoniva be overcome, seeing that
they are fact-? Can they be con-
futed? Can any peopleray that it
has bren revealed to them frung the
eteroal worlds that thes- testimonies
are not true? They cannot. They
do not profess to be in possession of
puch information. No matter who
are lost by the way and make ship.
wreck of their faith, the Church
will go on.

God bless the Liatter-day Baints,
that Hws 8pirit may be poured out
upon us, that we may obtain erowus
of glory and dwell in the presence
of God.

President George €4, Cavinon
gdvressed the conference. Follow-
ing is a synopsis of his disc-ourse:

The remarka which have lwen
mnde during this conference by the
varinus speskers haive been accom-
panied, as I have no douht all
present  feel. by the testimony
of the 8pirit of God. The Lord
fs with His people apd He

ives unto them, when they are
ﬁving aright, the testimony of His
Holy Spirit, hy means of which
they can know the voice »f the true
Bhepherd, aud nre ahle to distin-
guish the servants of God hy their
teachings and by the spitit that ac-
companies thelr wonls. We have
been told thal it is not the privilege
of 8 few to have this testimony
alone, but of all who enter into
covenant with God, to receive for
themselves a knowledge concerning
the principles which aretaught them.

In our counferences as well as at
all our meetinga there should
he the plainest talk to the

m:le, inspirel by the Bpirit of
. Not only should a epirit
of eounseland instruction rest upon
those who address ug, but, If needs
he, the apirt of warning am! repmof.
We have hnd reproofs administered
to us at this conference concerning
our methndr of life nnd our hahits;
arnl shall the Latter-lay Saintas tnke
offense at the plainness of these
axhortations? 0. Whenever the

ing, they are indeed in need of chas-
tisementat the hands of God Himself.
Blessed are those who have men in
their midet who dare to tell them
the truth, lliowever unplearant that
truth miay Ibv-. There never hasbeen a
day within my kpowledge when the
Cburch of Jepus Christ of Latter-
day Saints has been without men
who had the courage to do this.
Brother Joseph Smith was terrible
in his rebulkes to the people; sv was
President Brigham Young and other
servants of God; and it is necessary
that this stiould be the case. It is
not man’s wi-dom that hasgoverned
or direeted the affairs of this
Church, but the wisdom of Al-
mighty {iod tnanifeated through his
chouseu servanta.

Bome remarks were mads here
yesterday in the uature of A warn-
ing coneerning  the itierease of
wuenlth foour midst, and the speak-
er quoted poetry im erder to illus.
trete his views. [ myvself also
thought of two lines which were
somewhat applicable:

11l fares the land, to hastening 1lls a prey,
Where wealth accumulates and men deeay.

The speaker reterred to the dan-
gers  attending  the inorease of
wenrlth and luxury among us; and
it is wall in this solemn conferenes
fur us to take thi~ important subject
iuto careful eousideration. We can-
not shut our eyes to the fact thata
stream of wealth js tlowing into the
midat of the Latter-day Baints.
There are probably widows in this
congregation  who  have hitherto
been accustomed to go out galuing
their livelihood who are now worth
thousands of doilars; and working
mens, in like wanper, #nd the
property of which they are pos-
seased valued at thousands of dollars,
approaching in some lpstances a
humired thousand dellars. What a
wouderful change is this] Now thao
question presents itself to us at this
particular time: “What shall we
Jdo with this superahupndance of
wealth which has so quickly come
into our possession?? In the Book
of Do trine an'i Covenauts there are
niore revelations given in the early
history of this Chureh upon this
peint than upon auy other that now
suggests itself to my mind. [ think
a careful exnmination of the early
revelations given to the Prophet
Juseph will reveal this fact—that
the Liord operated upen his mind,
giving him iostructions for the
members of His Church respecting
temporal matters more thao apy-
thing else. -

The Church had leen organized
only a few months when the Praph-
et’m miind was exereised on this sab-
je«t. Bearcely had the Baints left
New York and gone to Qhio than
the Liord inspired him and gave him
revelations concerning the Churuii’s
tarnporal aflairs. We have heard
that wealth is a goml thing uniler
certain circumsiances—that there is
no impropricty in a pesple being
rieh, hecaure in ancient :lays the
men of God were rich, and yet were
Hin faithful sarvants. Thia 1s true,
but I would like to tirnw the earnest
attentionof my brethren to the con-
aliferation of thir subiect. Wealth

Baints are in the position that they | will never he slangerous te the Lat-
cannot submit to reproof and warn- | ter-day Saints ifequally distributed.

But if it shall create class distine-
tions among us—if it shall lift one
clasa above the otlier, and give one
portioti of our community .dvant-
apes which are not enjoyed by the
rest, then instead of ita being a
blessing to us there will bepgreat
danger of its bevoming a share.

This Gospel was revealed to bless
the poor, to savethe honest in heart
among all pations. One of our
brethern spoke yesterday about cer-
tain claszses of suciety uot haviog
been reached by us, and being here-
tofore unacquainted with our prinei-
ples. If, however, they hanve not
knowmn about ug, it i+ because they
have closed their eyes and shut
their ears. We bave pleaded in
vaiu with the rich, while lhe poor,
the humble, the meek and the low -
ly bave been gathered together. [
made it a practice during my mis-
sions not to pass the house of 2 rish
or prominent man, without going in
and telling him the message of the
Liord Jesus Christ,

The revelations of which I have
spoken, contained in the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants, have for
their object amony other things the
elevation of the poor. A law
given to this Church (wncerninﬁ
surplus property was that it shoul
he consecrated to the Lord,—that it
should be placed in the hands of the
ptoper authorities to be distributed
among those in uved belonging to
the Church. That iaw was called
the United Order, but the Saints
failed to cornprebend ity thiey failed
tu carry it out prm-t.icn]iy. Some of
them broke their covenants and God

ronounced judgment upou them.
%he result was thatthe Uuited Order
was broken up and the property nus-
signed to those who were members,
as a stewardship. After awhils the
servants of Qod asked a question
concerning tithing. The reply came
that the people should flrst give a
tenth of their property ani one-tenth
of their increase from that time for-
ward. That was the last law writ-
ten, upon thls sul.ject.

I often hear the remark while
traveling among the Lautter-day
Saiuts, ‘I wish we could have a
United Order among us; t would be
80 delightful if we could live in that
Order,”” [n many instances this has
been prompted by the best of feel-
ing; but those who ask it do not
comprehend the sacrifices which it
would entail. We cannot enter loto
such an order suddenly. There
must be n preparation for it.

What shall be the course for us to
ursuein the present circumstances?
a there fuith euough among us to

put our surplus means into a treas-
ury fund? We bave many great
and important dutive to perform
coonected with the work of U,
There is a conxtant ery for means
in every direction today., If the
Chureh held upder its control a
million of doliars this sum could be
easily expended in works which
would be of the greatest henefit. For
instapce we have established
{hurch schools in almost every
countv im this Territory, and at-
tempts are heing masde to educate
all our chikiren at Church schools,
academies, or remiparies. There is
also some talk of establishing



