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from a monkey than a clay man. Evolu-
tion has enabled us to sce more of God
and nature, and if we would pile all the
Bibles, religious works, preachers and
teachers together and burn them, leav-
ing out, scientific man, the world would
never go back to idolatry, for science
has solved the mysteries and proved
there is a God. Philosophy is not to
know the opinion of men on absolute
questions, or to get acquainted with
scholasticisin; but to learn what are the
laws that bind us together in fellowship;
that give us happiness, that teach us
virtue, that instruct us in manliness and
courage. Scientist assists us in finding
out the truthis of God; philosophers
think what God has thought before

them.

“The end of all study istolive a nohler
life. to have more love, to be nearer to a
living God. Education is to get at
truth. Creeds are good for nothing if
they do not help us to think. Democrac
of learning is for men of every race an
¢lime and is even for the women.
Education is life, love and God.”

The lecturer made a good impression
on his audience and received quite an
ovation at the conclusion of his masterly
efort. i

Mr. Abbott was born in Roxbury,
Mass. In Dec., 1835. In 1853 he

raduated from the University ot New
%0!‘[( city. Henow studied and practic-
ed law for a few years but,in 1860 left his
profession for the ministry. Fle spent
some time in Terra Haute, Ind., and
afterwards became pastor of the New
England church in New York city.
This position he resigned in 1869 and
devoted himself to literature and was
connected with Harper’s Magazine and
the Jitustraled Christian Weekly. He was
next identified with the Chwistian Union,
where he became associated with Mr,
Beecher. Mr. Abbot has written “The
Life of Henry Ward Beecher” and is
also the author of several religious
works.

The writer had the pleasure of meet-
ing the gentleman for a few moments
at the conclusion of his lecture, and

was received very cordially indeed,
He conversed freely during the few
moments at his command. hen asked

his opinion as to the result of the recent
heresy trials of Dr.s Briggs and Smith,
he promptly replied:

“] would not be surprised If it would
ultimately have the effect of dividing
the Preshyterian church. Dr. Briggs
especially, is a man of deep and

rofound learning and has many
Followers, who will undoubtedly sustain
him; while his opponents are not satisfied
with the decision and will not sanction
and recognize hi teaching as orthodox."

“How do you consider the teaching
of the religious thought of the day—
will it work to the detriment of {modern)
Christianity? was asked.”

“The whole drift and tendency of
thought today isanalytical, it is search-
ing. Mankind is not now satisfied with

eneralities, but wants to particularize
in religion as well as science and to
have faitk and belielfl more definite.
Heunce every principle is finely analyzed
and is discussed in every conceivable
mauoner; bnt as Christianity is life it will
bear investigation. No, thought and
reason can not hurt Christianity; it will
only add to and develop its Eeauties
and its resources.”

Sam. A, King.

ANN Arpogr, Mich., Feb. rst, 1893,

UINTAH STAKE CONFERENCE.

We have just closed our quarterly
conference, held Feb. 5 and 8, and
bave had one of the most enjoyahle
times ever experienced here in confer-
ence capaolty. The Bpirit of the Lord
was enjoyed by all, and by theapeskers
especlally 10 an unusual degree. Be-
sides the local Priesthbod, two
brethren, one from Mantl and one from
Nephi, in the interest of the Y. M. M.
L. A., were present and delivered in.
teresting discourses. Each speaker
seemed moved upon by the same spirlt
to a certain degree—io refer to the
labors to be performed by the Baints in
the Temple of God for the living and
the dead.

There is goneiderahle sickness in the
land, one family lost a young man
from diphtberia, The weather s
“warm and cold,’? the snow elowly
accumulating in the mountaine. Times
are very dull. Respectfully, ¢

C. C. BARTLETT.

VERNAL, Feb. 8, 1898,

OGDEN WEATHER.

OapEN CiTY, Utnh,
Feb. 12, 1803,

We are Jost now experienclog the
heaviest part of the winter. Up to and
dunipg the month of Japuary the
weather was mild, and Indeed, some
times very warm, so0 much so that the
atreets of Ogden were dry and dusty,
But within four weeks past the stmos-
pheric changes have been various and
frequ- nt. Now mild and then milder;
anon warm, cold and then colder, un-
til pome of the snclient peftiers here
sald 1t was the driest, coldest long
“suap” of westher they had experi-
enced slnee they first came to this
country. At that time sll thought the
prospect for water for the coming
summer wae very gzloomy. A change
hupoome over the spirlt of their dream,
and they have now discovored that

there was more of the ‘“heautitul®*
in the wupper dJdeep than they
had dreamed of this winter.

Durlug the last two weeks we have
been visited with pevera] deep anow-
falls. They fell to the depth of from
twelve to fifteen inches. Yesterday
we had another fall of the whiteflakes,
and todsy it has stormed the whole of
tbeday. But this time it being much
of 1t sleet, a greal deal of it meited as
fast s It fell, whivh made the roauds
very slushy,; und rendered it diffieult
for pedestrians to navigate. The snow
is pow sald to be piled up deep and
solid in the mountaine, which cbeers
the hearts of the cultivators of the soli,
for the prospects for plenty of frrigat-
Ing liquid next eummer are good.

But these frequent weather changes
have brought inconveniences and u
preat deal of sicknesp to the people.
There is more diserse prevalent here
now than there has been at any former
jreriod except at the time of epidemics.
Déathe are more frequent hoth among
the young ahd the old peoplethan they
were in tormer years.

Among the speakers aut the Taber-
nacle today was filder Andrew Jenson.
He gave an excseilent discourse on
temples and the objecta for which they
have been bullt, and the special aud
deep interest they have for the Liatter-
day Bulnle. Bince our last guarterly

Atuke conference, which was held on
the 15th apd 168th ult.,, Elder Jenscn
has vislted every ward of this stake
outside of thia city, examining Cburch
records and Instructing tbe eoribes in
the importanoe of and the manner in
which the records of the various ward
{ngtitutions sbould be kept. He has
collected all the historical data or inter.
est in the places be has visited, and
will soon be prepared to write them up.
Apg far as hls labors have been prose-
cutled he has been seccessful, and he
is pleased with the result. He spesks
very appreciatively of the sralstance
tbat hea been rendored bim by the
authoritise and other leading citizens
of the places he hap visited. It was his
intentiou to commence at his labors in
the city wards, but he has been called
away suddenly to Balt Lake|City on
business of specinl importance, and so
further ward visiting bhere has tn be
deferred for severn! weeks,
Yours truly,
JUBEPH HALL,

SNAKE STORIES.

An exchange says that on February
6th the snakekeeper sl the zoological
gardens at Clocitn atl put a mouee
into a young rattlesnnke’s cage to
serve as a meal for tbe reptile, The
mouse dodged the enake’s effort to bite,
and bit the snake’® neck and body.
The fight went on desperately for mn
hour, the mouse being too quick for
the snake, which finally gave up trom
exbaustion and mouse bites. The
mouse was left in the cage ail night,
and next morning the keeper founi it
had bitten the rattler’s head entirely
off and apparently escaped injury itselr.
Though cbagrined at the loss of the
snake he recagnized the bravery of the
mouee by retting it at liberty.

Thia story isa very pretty one (rom
the standpoint of a sympathizer with
his suakeship’s intended victim, and
hup an air of probablilty with it. The
latter i8 not always the case, however,
when the subject of spnakes is being
cousidered. It Is (requently regarded
as n fleld for the free indulgence of
hyperbollem, as in the instapce of a
resident of one of the easters counties
of Utah visiting the London zoological
gardens a few montbs ago, He came
up w where a company of tourists
were admiring a magnificent bos-con-
strictor, nbout twenty-five feet long,
whioh had recently been added to the
collection, After gazing at the huge
reptile for a fow moments be ex-
claimed, in a tone of disgust, **Why,
that’s no curiosity. The people in
Provo Valley kil hundreds of them
every year. When pubsequent-
ly r1emonstrated with by u Iriend,
he explalped that he thought
the reptile wus a rattleenake. In
the class of exaggerations denomi.
paled ‘‘yarne,’” Lhe reader wlil be
strongly inclined to place the follow-
ing, which comes from South Me]-
vilie, New Jersey, under dute,of Feh,
8th:

-¢Migs Rachel M. Moore,80 years old
and welgbing 1385 pounds, is at last re-
lieved of a snake which she swallowed
twelve years ugo and which hes since
Hved and grown larger in her stomach
despite every effort to kill it or get it
out, Thefact of Miss Moore haviaga
snake in her stomach has been known

by her frlends for vears. In the sum-



