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their righteousness and because of
their adaptability to the work that is
committed into their' hands. Hencetou will find .in the Scripture, in the1st chapter of Jeremiah, that JesusChrist was not the only one that was
elected la the courts mi heaven to op-erate for the salvation of the human
farailv.bat we are told that God speak-
ing through the Prophet I have Justnamed Informs him That before he was
formed in the flesh at ail and before Hewas brought forth into the world Hewas selected "to be a Prophet,to be one of God's ministers, to havethe authority to -- speak and to act in
His name. And so it has been with all
men who are selected.! They are elect-
ed to this- - purpose because of their
good Works before they same here inthe spirit world, because they were al-
ways, valiant for the truth and loved
Tighteoutnesa and hated iniquity and
possessed the requisite qtuulficatlons
for the work that might be committed
to; them to accomplish. For there isan eternal law of adaptability or flt--
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JUCPOKTXD BT JOHN prVXKnV
Who-Chri-st Is 'Ire erlsteme Tha pian'of

Kedemptioa Election and -v

tion Kan's Besponaibiliy for Us Acts
- Bflect of DivUe Toreknowledge The

Ceaeral Economy of God The Gath- -
enna of the 'Jews Coming of Christ
Comprehensireness of tbe Gospel The
Fiaished Work of ehrist-Neoea- sity of
God's Gifts to the Church Degrees o
Glory Kndences of Power in the Gospel,

I Hav been recnested to address this
cunrregaMon. a trust tuat In res
rag sor tae cau I shall ' be blessa portion of the UoIt Knirik. wlthnntwhich the preaching of the Eldera ia
devoid of profit. To, this end I .hopeto nare tae sympatay and latta ox-th- is

Urge assemblAge ; and U Ism tardy tn
eoocentratlng my ideas on any partic-ular point I hope that you will exer-
cise patience and charity- - with regardto my position; for It is sometimes x--;

ceedinglr difficult, unless a large por-tion of the Spirit rests down upon a
speaker, to ;address a Urge congrega-
tion like tills, to gather in the wander-
ings of the mind so as to concentrate
it npon things that are profitable. ' -

Thm last hymn that was song was in
reference to the greatest personage,with the exception ' of the : Eternal
Father, that ever rlslted the earth, and
certainly the greatest that erer passed
through a rmortal poroatlon - In this
sphere. s C-P-

. "Jeans, once of hemble birth" v
If we are asked the question who

Jeans Christ is, we replylthat He is the
Son of God and the second person in
the Godhead or the Trinity: This,
however, Is a bare fact; In this dis-
pensation a flood of light has' been let
In regarding this great personage, and
who He is. through thelnstrurnentali
ty of the rrophet Joseph, - the revered
founder of tha Church of Jesus Christ
of, Latter-da- y Saints, one of His
greatest Prophets a assumed by the

There a great

acter of 'our Savior, showing whoand what He is in detail, to a large ex-te- at.

Among other things, that hare
been revealed in this dispensation re-
vealed anew, because it was under-
stood in other dispensations of God's
revealed will to man prior to this one

is the fact that man had an existence
in the spirit before taking npon himself
mortality, that he lived as a spiritual
entity, organized in its completeness,in the form of his mortality, or his
mortal coiL as it is sometimes called.
Through Joseph Smith has come' to us t
tne lntormation regarding not only the
source of our existence bat its ooject

why we have come here and why. we
suffer the ills that are Incidental to a
life on this planet or to the mortal
state. This condition is one of trial
and probation and was understood bv
us before we came here. It is stated,I believe in the 12th Chapter of the
Revelations given through the Apostlecalled St. John, upon the Isle of Pat-mo-s,

that i there was war in heaven
among the intelligences who v dwelt
there, and that the dragon or the son
of perdition rebelled against the au-
thority of Him - who sits upon - the
throne and Is the Supreme Ruler, and
in that rebellion drew with him a third
part of the heavenly hosts, when the
dragon or the son of perdition, with
those who were bis kindred spirits,were cast out of heaven and sent to
the earth. Through Joseph Smith has
come information as : to some of the
causes that led to that conflict, or
the-- leading cause. This earth has
been created as a dwelling place, first,
temporal, and finally as an. eternal
dwelling placefor those spiritsof which
God is the Father, for He, according to
the Scriptures, is the Father of the
spirits of all flesh. When the earth
was completed for this specific pur-
pose', as understood, the , plan of re-
demption was formulated and decided
upon by the Gods in eternity, by the
intelligences that were there, and, ac-

cording to 'the revelations, we were
among those Intelligences.- - There was-one- ,

as stated in the revelations
through the Prophet, who looked like
unto the Son of Man, who proposed to
be the sacrifice, to be the Redeemer of
the world and Its Inhabitants, and He
proposed to the Father that He should
send Him and to the Father be the
hono and the glory. There was an-
other the son of the morningv Luci-
fer, who made a proposition to be
sent also, and he stated to th. Father,"Give me thy glory," and he proponedto save the human family, - or save
those spirits who are coming and tab-
ernacling upon this earth so that no
one should be lost. .

, There is a principle exhibited in these
two propositions. . The first was to
save man from his sins and to give the
glory to the Father; the second .was,
to save mankind in , their sins, or in
other words, to deprive man of his free
agency which is an eternal law estab-
lished by onr Heavenly Father in re--
Krd to all the Intelligences which He

created. The proposition of the
first was accepted ana lie w k-claim- ed

the Itedeemer of the world,
hnca He ia called. In the revelation
given through John on the Isle of Fat
mo, the Lamb that was slain from be
fore the foundation of the world. He
was slain from before the foundation of
the world In theory :for it was before its
foundations were laid, or at the time
the scheme of salvation was iormea
and His proposition to come and satis-
fy the law by having his blood shed for
His brethren, that that took place.

In consequence oi me rejection ot
the proposition of the other he re
belled against the authority ot neaven.
and was cast out of heaven together
with those who went witn mm ana
sustained him in his rebellion; and
they were cast down to the earth. And
for what purpose? Having chosen evil
in the agency which they held before
the world was peopled, they were sent,
seeing that that was their punult,upon
the earth those spirits who were de-

prived ot the privilege of tabernacling
upon the earth because of their diso-
bedience and rebellion to tenet the
sons and daughters ot men,. and that
those who were willing rather to listen
to those powers of darkness than the
powers of light which God should also
send them, should so exercise their
agency in choosing the good or the evil

This, then, gives us an idea who this
JeSUS OI lOWiy. Oirtn IS, anu w voarav-t- er

of His mission --which is to redeem
the earth and its inhabitants all except
those who shall be-- tha soas of percU-tin- n

thtxnjt wrha become a law to them
selves and will not be governed by any
law or any .truth.' These things hava
been revealed through the modern
Prophet i and not only nas this been re-

vealed, but a great many stambilcj
blocks that have' been in the pathway
of people in regard to religion have
been removed through the agency of
the great Prophet of the 18th century,
who established tils work. There are
many thirga which, when the mind is
beclouded with error an1 tie re is no
vision, cannot be understood; for, as
the ancient Prophet has said, ?W here
no vision is tke peopls rrtsh" t.u t
Is. they perish for the tread of 1.1. v
they peiish, for the word f the

"or 'instance,' much rrWulation is
indulged la and there are ! various
theories ix the world, c-- te relijio- -i

rart of it. ia referer.es- - to what . i
called e: t.aoii ari preestLaatlc i.
Here ia a i-

-v Cat open - viis princ- .-
xTle r wbe or c ad8 r? ut

"lth t.epL xt iaspiraUon.
Jcj as Christ wasclec.d to be the,
Kirior of tv-- s woril.ftc -l-what prra- -

the door: but did not then finish His
work, only one department of it: for
after this event took place, which cer
tain sectarians emy

- waa ine completework of Christ, He came down amongHis disciples ia His resurrected body,which had been raised from the tomb.
a body of flesh and bones, filled with
spirit, out wimout uooa in it, ana liesaidi "Handle me, and see; for a
spirit hath not flesh and bones, aa yesee me have." ; And : He 'ministered
among them, i How is it then that Hia
work waa finished? 1 He told His dis-
ciples. furthermore, to tarry at. the
City of Jerusalem until thev were en-
dowed with power from on nigh. Whydid He do this, if His saving work waa
finished? There waa no necessity for
it if the whole programme was com
pleted. And so the Apostle says that
Jesus Christ ascended up on high and

gilts Unto men. His work was
dished, for He cave gifts to men.

(Sam of thaa rifta ware In aha Mtnn
of Apostles and Prophets, Evangelists,Pastors and Teachers,and other officers
laspirea - ana eutnortsea ot lioa lor
the perfecting of the Saints,' for the
work of the mlnistrr. for the edifring
of the body of Christ, till we all oorae
to 'a Tmltr of the faith: ' These rifts
were riven because the whole work ofT
Christ was tn its meridian and not in
its finished condition, and.; the work
was to co forward from that time and
the Church was to be blessed by the
presence of those authorized officers of
const.

Another fallacy preached everywhere
is. that these gifts are done away with
because thev are oo longer needed.
What waa tha oblect of thaea ciftaf
Tor the perfecting of the Saints, or in
otoer wores, ior tne penecung 01 the
members of the Church of Christ.
Then, are the members perfect?. L Is
Perfection attained, so that these me-alu- ms

through which this condition
Was to be reached can be dispensed.with? Mot by any means. .Then, theywere for the work-- of the ministry: to
take charge of that . work and manipu-
late it lOr the benefit of the Church
and of the human family generally, iyspreading the Gospel far and wide that
it might be preached to every kindred.
tongue ana people, uo not tne mem-
bers of the Church still reoulre edifica
tion, or have we all progressed to that
extent that we have come to a unity of
the faith? The answer lies in the dis
rupted condition of the sects of the
day ; and if there was erer a time that
inspiration was-neede- d- aaa the gutsof Christ that He is willing to bestow
upon the faithful were required, it is
to-aa-yr :ym' ''rThings that have been .revealed
through the Trophet Joseph Smith
are in perfect unison with the teach-
ings of the servants of ..God in all ages
of the world. Hence, regardlna .thin
doctrine relatng tbe-expan- sive char- -

Th.l,of salvation, the
Apostle Paul saia m .r was one
glory of the sun, another like untota
moon, another of the stars, and as .thestars vary la magnitude from each
other so should; it be In the resurrec-
tion. --- 1 : -

The position is sometimes (taken,that there is but one place of happi-ness and ene place of misery, beyoadthe grave. But Paul said that he knewa man speaking ' of himself who, in
or out of the spirit he knew not, out
this much he did know; that he was
caught up into the third neaven. Then
there was more than one laccording to
this, - because if there be a third, the
logical- - conclusion is that there
must be at least other two, or there
could be no third. . And here comes
josepn enum wno declares that on a
certain oay ne ana Sidney Blgdon be-
held the condition of the' spirits of
men in regard to their final destiny;
they saw that there "were, three de-
grees ot glory, one the Celestial, like
unto tbe sun, in which were those who
had obeyed Celestial laws. These are
they, says the revelation, who received
tne uospei ana repented of their sins,were baptized in water in the likeness
Of the death and burial of ,. Christ andwere faithful and valiant for the truth.
And the other two degrees took' in all
the other classes, 'all the creatures of
Our Heavenly Father, except the sons
of perdition, whose sin, ana the nature
of It, I. hare, already endeavored , to
describe, - - --.. T'V 4I think, then, that you will say. thatthere is no narrowness about the
scheme of the Gospel, . neither . can
there be ; anr contractedness' la the
hearts of those who have embraced It.
Behold the practical .'evidence of this
breadth of feeling : In the efforts thatare made ta bring people to a positiono uia tney can enjoy tne same Oless-in- gs

that we possess, in sending forthinto the world, as this Church does.
Elders to proclaim this Gospel, and to
declare to the inhabitants of the earththat God has spoken once more, baa
opened the heavens and deigned once
more to confer His authority upon His
children on the earth.' :,

People sometimes' say: where are
your evidences of the divinity ot this
work? "They are everywhere apparent,on every hand. But one of them is as
great to me as any other. When we
bear testimony concerning this workana say in reierence to it tnat God has
enlightened, our minds a nd qulokenedonr understanding, we are met by the
objection that we are interested: in-
dividuals, that we are identified withit and consequently are interested In
expounding, proclaiming and almost
emorcing its doctrines. But so far as
that is concerned ft would atmiv tn ail
people who profess to understand the
Gospel, and to possess it; - It- - would
appfy ofJesus Christ who-live-d contemporama.
ously with Him when He was in the
flesh; for they were interested in the
worn: tnat tney were doing as we are.
But here is the erand teat of this work.
This Gospel is preached aa a gospel of
uniiuui'.0ies8iors are promiseu an
held out to these who are obedient to
the laws that have been given, and, aa
Joseph Smith said, when blessings are
obtained it is by obedience to the laws
npon which they are predicted." Then
here is a blessing and here is an expla- -
ua.nun wi mo lawn upon wmcn It IS
preaictea. --' it is TromiMt tr - ,
honest hearted

.
soul who win

. accept. . ofV. A AaL la 1 s aio trubu a 11 - procuumeaj oy me
Elders of this Church that .by listen-
ing to their counsel, by accepting oi
their message, they shall receive the
Holy Ghost, tne Spirit of God, whichwill testify to their spirits that they

awepwu nui is true- - ana is 01
heavenly origin -

The doctrines upon which the recep
tion 01 tnisi)ieiUiingas predicted is
xaunin jesus t;nrist, in Ills atonement,
repentance of alas, with a determina
tion to leave them and to be reformedin life, r to live in newness of life ; tabe baptised by immersion tor the re-
mission of sina, and receive the layingOU Of the hands of the Klriera hv hlr-- h

the Holy GhOBtls imparted totbetilsv
cipie; ana nere is an opportanity of
testing the truth or falsity of this workthat cannot be gainsaid. And whereis the final evidence l Scores of thou-
sands have pursued that course haveembraced this Go-pe- l, And - what istheir testimony? Their testimony iathat tbe promises rcade: to them have
been realized, and therefore1 they ere
witnesses of the truth of tfe. worltjiox when tbe Holy Gbort is bestowedIn this way It ia an infallible evidenceof the divinity of the; principle Trpoa-whic-

: ita was- - promised for It
is a divine acknowiedraptt'Of tv
Almighty cf the a4mlntrat,a cf His
servants which coald pot be fives and
would not be riven throBh tie med
ium Of imposI.i8n,; ' - - .

In concluding I will aay tLttl have
embraced these principles, "and I stand
beforeyoB' to-d- ay and worcs of
trnthsay'that it h been, tlrsc-h-ti- e

operations of the Spirit- - cf t- -e IrJoUalaed in this manner, jnatlicJ tane tbat this work Is cfciv-- .
rr-!a.-l- lsy

God help na to live la' ri.joawiia iu ganins,' rpirltt " 1 ' --c.ce, is
my prayer in the name of .

':llri i ' --ert J. r ' .h,ir:i .T7m'-s- :
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crucified -- wr ' . k aow . his divine
mission and the ei-cac- y- of his ins
truction the.gospel of .repentance'of sin by turning away, from evil and
living , pure and ikoly

- lives;: the
gospel 01 oapuant ,07 immersion in
water for the rernikaion of sins : the
gospel of the laying on of the hands
of those having authority from' Jesus
jurist ior , we impartinc 01 tne uoiyGhost, i - . (.'. ' ' '

Through the medium of this rosnel
it has come to us as a message i that
we are upon the verge- - of the seventh
book of the history . of the earth and
that not long hence Jesus Christ will
fulfil His promise and come and dwell
on this earth or visit It and be in the
midst of this people,wha shall be look-
ing for . Him when he shall appear, t.

i ureat things, however, have to come
to pass before ? the consummation of
that great event, aa we are informed
through the J?ropht - Joseph Smith,One ot these event Is that the House
of Israel, or the great bulk ot them
shall be gathered to their own land.

fThey shall father in upon the land of
raiesune ana Duiia Jerusalem ana es-
tablish themselves thfie aa a Hebrew
nationality again. The great bulk of
the Hebrew race, seven themselves,smile at such a proposition aa this, yetthe spirit of gathering to the land of
their fathers is beginning to be mani-
fested among that people. In the na-
tions fa Europe societies are being or-
ganized in various : places whose ex
press object is to take steps to secure
the colonization of the ancient land of
Aoranam by his descendants, it be-
longs to Abraham and to hia children
as an everlasting inheritance. x

Theywill once more colonize that land, and
those who are familiar .with the afema
of the times can scarcely fail ta see
the preparations they ate making to
that end a Great events are occurringin tbat land and around about it.. More
freedom is enjoyed in principalities of
the East by the Jews , than they have
had for many centuries . or - ever since
theirdispersion after the crucifixion of
Jesus Christ. and thev are beeinnine
to gather to the land of Palestine. It
Is a small beginning to be sure, but itis out of small : circumstances that
michiy events develop, as accordingto the comparison so often used, from
an acorn eventually evolves 1 a great
outspreading oak. :.. " j

Another condition that seems to in-
dicate the approach ef that Prepara
tory event is that the Jews are being
persecuted in some of the countries or
leading empires on the 'Continent of
Kurope, notably Russia and Germany,and this is attended bv the same un
reasoning; nateful spirit towards-tha- t
race. It rioea not aonear . tht t hu
Bpirit is diminishing much. iv-tu- v

in acknowledging the hand of God in
all things, and I believe the hand! of
God is in this and . that it will ulti-
mately come to pass that that race will
find no rest for their feet until theyare planted where God has designedthat they should gather In this age,and
prepare for the great events that havebeen predicted by all the holy Prophetssince the. world began the coming ofour Lord and - Savior Jesus Christ to
take possession of His own by the
right of creation, for He is the creator
and the maker of this earth and it be-
longs to Him. - v.-- ; W
' The : grand 3 principles ;t revealed
through Joseph Sml-,h- , the 'comprehen-siveness of which is so great that we
cannot in our finite condition grasp
them, are . beautiful to contemplate.The Latter-da- v Saints are accused far
their enemies, or rather bv those who
misunderstand them for those who
have wrong ideas regarding them are
not necessarily their enemies; they are
Judged, however, bjthose who have a
miscomprehension of their Jtrue char-
acter and --the; true character of the
doctrines they preach - and ' that: theynave embracedof being narrow, con-
tracted and exclusive in. their views
and practice. Such, however. Is nei-
ther the case in theory or practice in
theory, L certainly , not.--

- Religionists
ge jerailv go forth - with the proclama-tion that those who do not believe in
Jesus Christ will not be saved by the
plan of salvation. The narrowness of
this conception may ' be considered
when we observe - that there are hun-
dreds and millions of people who harenever heard the name of Christ; who
never listened to the sound of the
voice of one of His servants who have
proclaimed His Gospel. . The very idea
01 even imagining tnat uoa our ilea- -

venlv Father would consign to condi
punishment, to eternal wrath, peoplefor not believing in something that
they never heard, would be to impugnthe Justice of our Eternal Father.

. It ha --
5 been left to the ProphetJoseph Smith, whom I; know to be a

Prophet, to explain to the inhabltanta
of tbe eartb the-bread- th and the beautyof the planlh&L was concocted In hea-
ven lor the benefit of the sons and
daughters of God. - He says that ultii
mately all mankind will be saved In
some degree of glory or another ex
cept tne sons 01 peraition. Who are
the sous of perdition? - They are those
who commit the sin against the HolyGhost. .And how? In that they shed
innocent Wood, --end --who receive the
power of uod, who embrace this Gos-
pel, who receive the power of the
Priesthood and have tasted to some
extent of the glory of tne Father or of
the world to come, and then altogether

I turn away therefrom. .For snch there isuo loigii . ateta,, world or in theworld tocome; .they are lost tomw.
having committed the sin against the
Holy Ghost, through whose medium
Aione can man be brought unto repen- -
ta.n(j. fnr m that fiavlnii tmm ami A i a
man cometh unto me unless the fatheraraw mm," ana tne father draws the
cniiaren of men by the power of the
Holy Ghost. Having outraged every
principle of truth and every principleof Justice I having outraged. , and
spurned every j principle of equity,
everything that is good and pure and
holy and turned altogether therefrom,
they have sacrificed the ministrations
of that power and that spirit that can
bring thera back again into the. prea--ence 01 tne Aiernai uoa, ana tney are
lost; " i- - - c : - -

But all those who have not heard the
Gospel, who have never learned of the
name of Christ,who have never ObeyedIlls doctrines at all tn this life, will
come within the broad folds of the
Gospel of tbe Son of God, the Gospelof llim who was once of humble birth

they will be saved in some degree of
glory or another ; for God has created
His children that they might ultimatelyhave Joy. ' v " ':;But there are many who teach the
doctrine of that being that rebelled
against the God of heaven. .They are
imbued with the spirit of Satan.'. And
how IS it indicated? - It is indicated bythis that they seek to teach that kind
of doctrine that would imply that man
can be saved Independent of his agency,or can be saved in -- his sins. Because
Christ when - He was uron the cross
and crucified for the sins of humanity

Jt " iuiuucu. x ucy ialk auiiutthe finish of the work of Christ and as
sert that nothing u at we can do will
aid us in atuioing to that glory that
the faithful are destined to reach; thatit all depends upon, the merits of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 1 that it
depends npon the . merits of Jeaua
Christ in the abstract. But there re
mains something for us to do,-- and
therefore tiose who proclaim to. the
world tbat alt you have to do in orderto obtain ealvaUon in the Kingdom of
God is to-- beliereln--theLard-Jest:i- r

Christ.4n4pe?dnt of aT workettat
mi-ht- bet m.-- - si 'J;S bi 'evet

tuose WnO Ti-udai- inch a doctrine
proclaim it faJly, d It lain keer'2withts f r. i z - t. s.t In:'. iZ

ce tl--
Lt A. 9 il Via i.c. 1 r t T.ncir

when he fciil tl -- 1 r ! v?oi; 'i five all sotna not ore..i te thus
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garu vo maupoisunr we aXAirS OI Alls
Children upon the earth. .3 j t

' Regarding the agency of mankind Inthe spirit,before coming here, this ap-
pears have t been nnderstood
amongst the Jews in their day when
thev existed as' a national lt-r-. Kifar
they were scattered among the nations
As, for instance, this congregation will
perhaps recollect the incident of JesusChrist when He ministered in the flesh
healing a man who was blind from hia
birth, and the Jews,1 who always
sought tolentrap the Savior by askingHim questions . for j the purpose of
causing .Him to. oomrait Himself in
some direction or other, asked Him
this question regarding this blind man
who was.healadV'Wno did thla sin,this man or his parents, that he was
born blind?" : Now. this nre-annDo-

the possibility of this man having been
the cause of this misfortune by someact committed In the spirit, and alsothat there was an understanding that
sis could be committed before men
were born into the world. But the
Savior dispossessed their minds ; of
this idea in 4 this particular Instance
and said,. "Neither, . but that
God might be gloaifled." And God
was glorified bv the man betas-- horn
blind, for upon-hi-

- the Savior per-formed a miracle that was marvelous
in the eyes of the people and was an
indication of the divine character of
His mission and the divine character
of the power which He held because
He could say to the blind, those who
JTS3Sble to see from their birth,7aI'" nd tey received
their sight.- - even on one oecaalonso great was the power of the Almightymanifested through Jesus Christ thatHo raised the dead and caused Lazarus
to come forth from his grave after his
spirit had taken its flight from its earth-
ly tabernacle; y -- ..,

So. also, in relation to nredeatina.
tion. 'which is a great mystery in the
world, but which is simnlifled bv the
revelations given through the Prophet
Joseph Smith', It Is stated in the th
Chapter ot the Komans and the - 29th
verse "for . whom He did foreknow
He also did predestinate to be con.
formed to the Image of His Son, that
ne mignt oe tne nrstborn among manybrethren." Jesus Christ was nredea.
tined, elected to be the Savior of the
world. He was elected to be like unto
His Father, and to possess all thingsthat His Father possesses, and to be
clothed with the same glory. Jesus
Christ being the first born among many
brethren, there are - others foreknown
by God - on the same principle that
Christ was foreknown, predestined to
the same glory, to the same exaltation,to the same bright destiny. Objec-
tions are sometimes brought up in re- -

gard to this theory ot election and
predestination, i or that it was - or-
dained that Jesus Christ should come
in the meridian of time and hare His
bloodshed for 'the sins of humanity.Sometimes it Is brought up thatif it was
prearranged and there was no help for
It, --then why is Judas condemned for
the part that he took In bringing about
Hia crucifixion? - The

appears j clear to" me in
this matter, j Judas was not de-
prived : of ills agency. He was chos-
en as one of the twelve Apostles of the
Lamb. He possessed within his or-
ganization all the powers and qualifi-
cations of every other intelligent man
that comes to the earth with the power
of self-contr- ol, Jesus Christ was sur-
rounded by other characters. He was
surrounded - by other eleven,' for in-
stance.' Why did they not betray him?
Why wai it that they would not sell
their Master and take His blood upon
their hands? Simply because they used
their agency for righteousness, while
Judas, being a free agent also, took
the other course and sold the Savior
for a few pieces of silver, and no pow-
er on earth, nor any power anywhere,
compelled him to perform that act. It
waa all his own free will, it was his
free volition, and therefore he merited
the condemnation which such an act
brings because of his chooslnr it: It
was a murder , that he committed, and
the consequence likewise fell upon the
nation where - Jesus ' was crucified.
Why? Because no matter whether it
was- - necessary that ' Jesus Christ's
blood should be shed, - it does not ex-
cuse the persons who. will use their
powers and their intelligence and their
ability to accomplish the death of any

only as it is-do- according to law, and
r.cinnpn Hpnttv the rMMl "W'TIOWB

poo tne jewitn nation, because thev
endorsed the -- death' of Christ, they
endorsed -- the murder- - of - the Savior;
andi said His blood be upon us and
upon our children; they suffered
the consequences because "they con-
sented to the at. No matter how
much good may- - be accomplished by
an incident, or through even tha com
mission of a crime: it does not alter
the . consequences of the deed . in rela-
tion to the parties that perform it, be-
cause when they perform that act it Is
not for the purpose ef doing good, but
to deprive a being of life, and there-
fore having used their agency for this
purpose they,, are nder condemna-
tion. ..'tj..jiw (.

It has been said, also, that God
knows all from tie beginning to the
end, and that he beholds, by his "fore-
knowledge, the most de ailed acts
committed by his clilldrtn.acd the min-
utest thoughts that pass through their
minds. Tiiis is a stumbling block in
the way to some, and - they think
that this foreknowledge would destroy
the agency of . m&nkind. How would
this t destruction be brought about?
Here is a congregation before me and
around me who are here in probation.
Suppose tbat an Individual in this as-
semblage should have the power given
him to understand yonr lives in every
detail from the beginning to the enJ
in regard to your coarse in tLis Lis,
how much would that deprive youof your agency? Not a particle. The
possession of ' that - knowled ge by
any intelligence would not Inuuence
you at all. Yon would be Just as
free to act as, you are now. and it
should make no cISerence to the situa-
tion. It is .evident, that so far a the
general design is concerned, all thingsare known- - td our Heavenly Father
f-- the beginning to the end; and as
President Young used frequently to
preach, when men. act contrary to the
principle of righecusness and of truth,or whatever mar be their acts ia the
premises, He controls a nd manipulatesthe results and so directs them in
channels that will bring about those
purposes th?t he tid ia view in the
creation ef tMsemhaud placiag Hia
children npon it. lief arding this gener-
al desl"i a fiood of iiht is let in fry the
revelations thropsh Joseph Smith, in
what was called tae School of the Pro-
phets. In the eari;r rise of tie C2rch
question we-- j t .1 ci ta irc.ieti 1 regard to things of the kingdom of
w.od, and he fve the answers for . tbe
instrnctioa aud e.icita of the
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