SV

The Deseret Weekl

PUBLISIIED BY

THE DESERET NEWS COMPANY.

BALT LAES® OITY, UTAH.

SUBAOURIPTION RATES
Per Year, of Fifty-two Numbers, - - $2.50.
Per Volume, of Twenty-six Numbers, . - 1.50.
IN ADVANCE.
CHARLES W. PENRO3E, - = ° [EDITOR.

Balurday, = = = April 19, 1880,

THE LATE CONFERENCE.

THE General Conference which
closed on Sunday, April 6th, the
sixtieth anniversary of the organi-
zation of the Church, was one of
the most dellghtful and profitable
occasions of its kind. It was prob-
ably ns ]argely attended as any pre-
vious gathering of the Baints. At
the last session the Tabernacle and
Assembly Hall were both densely
packed, while a large number of
people remained on the giounds,
being unable to gain admittance
to either bullding. " This feature
did -not look very promising
for the fulfilment of the predietions
of those who are constantly asseit-
ing that “Mormonism?” is undergo-
ing a process of disintegration. If
the breaking up of the Church goes
on at the present rate it will soon
be necessary to construet a building
double thesize of the Tabernacle to
agcommodate its peneral assembly
at conference times.

The frater: al dieposition mani
fested by the Saints during confer-
ence was pleasant to behold, The
renewal ofold acquaintanceshipsand
forming of new ones wers marked
fentures of the oceasion, while the
unity and krotherly feeling of the
great concourse showed the harmo-
nizing ettect of the spirit of the Gos-
pel and its wonderful power in mak-
ing a homogeneous community
from people largely gathered from
the various nations of the earth and
reared under a wide variety of con
ditlons.

The leading brethren who ad-
dressed the multitude spoke with
Do uncertain sound. Their utter-
ADC-8 were vigorous and clear, and
were carried to the hearts and
min-is of the people by the unction
of the Spirit of Truth. The Saints
were shown how they could shape
their temporal affairs in line with
the United Order, revealed in the
early rise of the Church through
the Prophet Joseph. This could be
done by individuals regarding their
posseadions  as stewardships, and
operating them actively for the gen-

eral beuefit as well as Individual
profit, and where persons were
blessed with surplus it should be
used for Zion, in the establishmeut
of manufactures, that the people
may be provided with labor, and
especially that the young may not,
for lack of opportunities, be com-
pelled to grow up in idleness. In
all matters it should be esteemed the
duty uf each not fo live and act for
self, but with a view to the generul
weal.

The necessity to guard sgainst be-
ing 80 engrossed ln temporalitice as
to curtail the growth of spiritual
power was urged upon the Saints.
each department Je nanding its due
share of attention. T1f the spiritual
nature is allowed to lie dor.aant,
stultification is the necessary re-
gult, effort beinz needful to de-
velop it. There was a strong advo-
cacy in favor of thie cultivation of
the Spirit of revelation, to which the
humblest is entitled, within the
sphere of his calling,upon the predi-
cate of fanithfulness and diligence.
It is the misfortune of the world
that they repudiate revelation, that
Leing the power by which people
are L:rought into oneness,and which
will ultimately solve all the intri-
cale questions which are puzzling
the most powerful minds of the age.
A centre ot -light is furmed and ali
who recelve of its spirit in any part
of the earth will eventually Le at-
tragted toward it.

Tt was indicated in the instruc-
tions given that an important con-
dition for a basis of the enjoyment
of the Spirit of Truth is the preser-
vation of the body from impurities
of every description, by the closust
adherence to chastity, and by re-
fraining from the use of thosethings
which the Lord states, in the Word
of Wisdom, are not good for man.
Among these are strong and hot
drinks, and tobacco.

The admonitions given in relation
to guarding against the spread of
unsound doctrine were timely.
There is plenty of scope in the great
fleld of revealed truth for the most
active and comprehensive minds,
withont it Leing necessary to launch
oub in the direction of vague un-
certainties. Neither i it necessary
for men to publish everything that
may have been manifested to them
individually, as such a course g tnk-
lng that which is given fora personal
purpose out of its sphere.
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with means wishing it to bring forth
fifty ora hundred fold in the produc-
tion of lasting good could nut put it
to a better purpose than fur the
proper education of the youth
among the Saints. The conse-
quences of their being trained in the
lines of true apd comprehensive
eduecation cannot be estimated, as
the results connect with eternity,
and it is the duty of every Latter-
day Baint, to the extent of his
power, to be the producer of right-
sousness,as the outgrowth of his acts.

A oumber of the speakers dwelt
with special emphasis upon the
necesgity for the Baints keeping con-
stantly before them the work to he
acrcomplished for the redemption of
the dead. While the 1fving of this
generation turned a deal ear to the
message of the Gospel, it was in
order to perform vicarious labor for
the people of the past who had lived
out an earthly probation without
hearing the glad message. They
were being preached to hy those
w ho held the keys of the Priesthood
and had passed behind the vail, and
the ordinances of the plan of salva-
tion should be performed in the
Templea in their behalf, that they
might be liberated from the thral-
dom in which they had been held.
It was explanined by one of the
Apostles that If we did all
we could in that department of the
plan of the Gespel, there would be
ministrations of the heavenly powera
that would make up the deficiendy.
Instances of Information having
been conveyed to persons officiating
for the dead were alluded to by an-
other member of the Quorum of the
Twelve who has charge of one of the

Tenples.
The review of the history of the

Church during the sixty years of its
existence in this dispensation, and
its wonderful deliverances when
surrounded by eircumstances which
appeared to threaten its existence,
wag instrizetive and interesting. It
was predicted by speakers that in
this regard history would be repeti-
tive; God would preserve Hispeople.
No matter as to the threatening
churncter of the oppositien that
might assail it, deliverance from
every difficulty would be the ep
couraging result.

The music was a most m,reeab]e
feature of the exargises of the Con-
ferenre, the singing on Sunday

being specially grand, while the

One of the most vital suhjects|OTgAN \WAS played with that ekill for

dwelt upon was the charch school | Which the performer is noter.

movement. a cause worthy of the

It was an interesting gathering—
one that it is hoped will be remem-

strongest support, both moral and 'pered on account of fis Bulut.ary
substantial, Abpy person blessed ! eﬁ‘ects upon the Baints.



