Mipway, Utah, Dec. 29, 1891,
To His Excellency GQovernor A, L-
Thomas, 8alt Liake City:

Dear 8ir.—1In answer to yours, ask-
ing for suggestions on the schoo! law,
I beg Jeave to ofter the following:

I. Bec. 17 requires tha county super-
intendent to report to the commissiouer
on or before the first day of Auszust,
while the trusteea are allowed until
the lasi day of July to make their com-
Plete report to the puperintendent,
Which leaven rather a limited time for
the superintendent to compile his re-
port,

Ii. Bec. 21 provides for the appoint-
ment of two examiners and for Je-
termining their compensation, but it
does pot setate from what fund they
shall he paid oor upon whose order.
This might be remedied by authorizing
the county court to'set apart some por-
tion of the county school tax for gen-
era] eounty purposes, Buch as compen-
Fation of county superintendent. board
of examination, teactiers’ . institute,
prioting, advertising, ete., which
amount might be based upon an esti-
mate made by tbe county superintend-
ent in connection w'th the estimate re-
quired in 8+c. 80. I would also sug-
gest that the estimate required in Sec
84 should not e required at so early a
date, as it must be parily based on the
amount of the apportionment of the
Territorial tax,which i3 not necessarily
made until the iast day of December,

IIT1. I notice a confliet between Hec-
tions 32 apd 91 in relation to the time
of publication of notice and the num-
ber of places in which notices must be
prsted in calling meeting to vote on
bonds.

1V. [ think Bection 42 should be
amended so as to require trustees to
notify county superintendent of en-
gagement of teachets.

V. Tbhe county clerk should be re-
quired to make s statement to county
superintendent and county tressurer of
the amount of county tax and local
tax for distribution to the districts,
such staterment should be made by the
time the taxes become due.

VI. I think it would be well to place
& limit on the time of selling bonds
after they are voted by the taxpayers.
This is rugrgested by the condition of a
district in this county that voted bonds
one year ago, but could not sell them,
now they have voted a tax for the
same purpose, but there s no provision
in the lanw to make veid the vote for
bonde,

¥Y1I. I think a provision, that con-
tiguous districts or parts of distrieis,
situnted in different ccunties-may form
union schools, would be in order,

VIII, Petitions to change bound-
aries of districts shouid be advertised
for a Jength of time, to give opportun-
ity for protest.

IX. Trensurers of echool districts
should be required to give bonds, separ-
ate from their bonds as trustees, as the
united bonde of the trustees, in many
fnrtances, would Dot half cover the
amount of mobpey in the hands of the
treasurer, It might be well to provide
that eurplus money in the hands of
trustees couid be deposited where it
would bring interest to the district.

I think section 31 is too restrictive
in requiring the clerk and treasurer to
be of the truatees, am, in many small
oouniry districta trustees are elected
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none of whom are qualified for the
positione, espeeiaily that of clerk.

In conclusion,l beg leave to statethat
in this county the funds derived from
the territorial and the county taxes,
with the county tax at the extreme
limit, are barely sufficient to conduct
schoole from two to three terms in the
year, Very respectfully,

ATTEWALL WOOTTON.
County Bupt. Wasatch Cou uiy.

VERNAL, Uintah Co., Utah,
. December 26th, 1891.
Hon. Arthur L. Thomas, Governos:

Dear Bir—8{nce writing you in re-
gard te echool mutters in this county,
circomstances have hrought to notlce
an item that seems to require atter -
tion.

During the month of December
meetings have been called for the pur.
pore of leyying special taxes in the
various districtr, according to their
several needs, and in most cases, a tax
has been levied; some districts, how-
ever, have voted No Tax, and it has
come nbout through the apathy of the
majority, they feeling that whatever
tax wus levied would be all right with
them, and they did not attend the
meetings. On the other hand, thoke
opposed to s tax made it a special
point to be present and vote against
the tax.—This leaves the trustees
of these districts in u sorry plight, they
being by law required to furnish *all
necessury supplies’® to the school,
among which fuel occupies a promi-
nent place, and being without means
to meet current expenses their position
is most unenviable.

.The foregning would seem to suggest
the neceepity of re-enacting s clause
similarto that under the old law which
empowered the trustecs to levy a tax
not to exceed 4 ol 1 per cent, of the
tnxable property in the distriet, to
meet current expenses; A proviso
might be added that where the tax-
payers of a district had voted a special
tax, then no tax should be levied by
the trustees.

I am, yours respectfully,

G. DEFRIEZ,
County Superintendent.

BaLr LAKE CITY, Jan. 5, 1892.
Hcn. A, L. Thomas, Governor
+ Utab:

Dear Sir—In looking over the school
laws of the Territory, I find there 1s no
provision made to accept diplomas and
certificatey of high grade granoted in
theBtates, This bas been a subject of
debate for some time in educational
circles and some of the Btates have al-
ready enacted such laws.

[f teachers have received diplomas
from schools of good standing, either
{:uh!lc or private, or Suate certificates,

t would seem bLut just that these
credentials be recognized and accepted
as suflicient educational qualificatlon
for teaching.

Inlaw and mediecine, a practitioner
i# pot required to pass egaminalion,
auyd secure new credentials each time
he transfers his residence to a new
State. Were the same courtesy ex-
tended to teachers, it would tend to
elevate the ocenpation into a reguiar
jrofession, and probably many who
are most efficient workers wunjd come
frem abr ad, who pow remajn away

of

from Lhe un®ertainty of examina ivies.
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Believing that such a law would be
an advantage to the schools of Utah, [
take the liberty of addressing you upon
the matter, .

Most respectiully yours,
(). L. BAXTER,
Principal 8alt Lake Sem?y.

DEFECTIVE COUNTY LAWS.

In amswer to a lelter from Governor
Arthur L. Thomas, County Atterney
Walter A Murphy writes as follows re-
garding the laws regulating county
affuirs, poinfs out defects and makes
general suggestions:

To His Ezxcellenay, Hon, Arthur L,
Thomas, Qovernor of Utah:— DEAR
BIR:-—1n reply to your communication
of recent date, requesting me to sub-
mitrto you any suggestions which may
bave occurred to meduring my term of
service #s County Attorney of Salt
Lake County, respecting the laws of
county administration, etc., 1 heg
leave to say that I am giad of the
opportunity thwws presented of direct-
ing attention (o a number of more or
less serious defects in existing statu-
tory provisions —some of them so
serious that ! had determined, before
receiving your Excellenecys com-
munication, to bring them in some
way of my own motion to the atten-
tion of the Legislature at the cominy
seasion. . .

First in importance in the needed
legislation is the making of some pro-
vision fer the pdyment of the cests und
expenses of criminai prosecutiones in
which inferior tnagistrates have jurig-
dictlon to retider final judgment for
oflenses againat the |laws of the Terri-
tory, and the costs and expensea of
preliminary examinations before com:
mitling magistrates under those lawa.
1t is, indeed, provided by existing
statutes that they shail be, in the case
of preliminary’examinations, “a charge
against the county io which the ex-
aminatjon is held.” (Compiled Laws
of 1888, section 5892.) A nd other seg.
tione provide rfor their pay ment in the
other ¢luss of cases out of the county
treasuries. (Compiled Laws of [888,
rectiors 5258, 4888, subdivision &,
But it is provided in the *Poland bili,*?
in the last clause of section 2, that
‘*the costs and expenses of all prose-
cutione for offenses against any law of
the Territorial legislature shall he pald
out of the treasury of the Territory.”,
The Third district court has decided,
in a case brought to test the guestion,
that this provision of the paramount
Federal law in effect -

PROHIBITS THE PAYMENT
of such eccsts and expenses by Lhe
counties, Nut being county liabilities
their payment by the counties would
be iilegal. Slnce this Jegision Balt
Lake County has very properly refused
to make appropriations for such pay-
ments. The Legislature has provided
for the payment of witnesses and jurora
in the district courts, but has never, so
tar a8 [ konow, mads any appropriation
for payment of the costs and expenses
under consideration. This gives rise
to a ptate of affaire very embarassing
in the administration of the crimijnal
law, which in Balt Lake County jn-
cludes about four hundred procecutions
and exepminations before magistrates
annually, exelusive of violalion of
Federal laws. © The greatest hardsbip




