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“There is one thing I have sometimes
been led to speak upon to the Saints,
and that is in relation to family prayers.
In many families that I have been ac:
quainted with, n0 one was ever asked to
pray; the father did all the praying him-
self. He mever asked the wife, nor the
son, nor the daughter, to be mouth in
family prayer, and I bave seen in cases
.of that kind that the l_)oys, msle_ad of de-
siring to attend family worship, would
generally get off, because it became
wearisome to them There isa story
told —I do not know how much truth
there is in it, but it is not improbable—
that a crowd of boys were together one
evening around a house, and one of the
boys wasin a position where he could
hear what was going on in the family.
The family were at prayer, and the son
of the family asked tll‘;e tlaloy that was o

iti to hear, what he was praving
":)ngl::'o(:s'peaking of his father.} “Well',
he is praying now about Jerusalem.”
“Oh, well,”" says the son, ‘‘'we can go
oft forsome time yet.”” He knew the
rayer so well and the routine that when
ﬁis father had got to praying about the
geturn ot the Jews to Jerusalem there
was a good deal to pray for yet. Ido
not vouch tor the accuracy of this story,
but I have heard just such prayers my-
sell; and ‘where this is the case, and
tboys hear this day after day, day after
day, long-winded prayers, praying as
though it was the only chance they had
had tor a month to pray and it would be
the last chance they would have for an.
other month, making them so long and
dreary, 1 do not wonder that boys get
tired, and their knees ache, and they
feel as though it was tiresome. Re
ligion is made repulsive to some by
such things. We ought to make our re.
ligion attractive to ourchildren, and one
way to do that1s to have every member
of the family pray. Some men seem to
thinl that their prayers alone are heard;
that the prayers of their wives or 1heiy
<hildren are not listened to. If any en-
‘tertain this idea,they are much mistaken,
because the Lord hears the prayers ol
women just as much as he does of men,
and He hears the prayers of children
just as niuch ashe does of grown peopie.
Every child should be taught to pray in
the family circle. As soon as he can
lisp or talk, or taught to frame a prayer,
he should be asked to pray in the family
circle; and the Lord hears the prayers
of these little children, and they takeun-
terest then in famly worship, because it
is a part of their service as well as their

arents. And when a child can as}c‘ a

lessing, if he or she can only say, 9
Lord, biess this food, for Jesus Christ’s
sake, Amen,” it is better (o let them
comr’nence even with these few words
than not to have them pray. It is pleas-
ing to see the interest children takein
asking blessings. They feel as though

h were honored, and they .ake
:)l:zsure init. Soin prayer. Anditis
not the multitude of words that the

ays attention to He does not
}1‘::2?1 F:c;yu::ur fine, flowery sermons and
our fine, flowery prayers; He looks at
our hearts and the sincerity of our de-
sires, It is nottelling Him how greata
being He 1s that draws his attention,
You hear some of tbese sectarian
preachers, and they will commence and
exto! the Lord and tell Him what a
great being He is, going on ina way—
what is i1? To tickle the ears of their
hearers;and if they thought,the Lord had
ears to hear, to tickle His ears by telling

s }

Him what a fine fellow He is. Now,
this is all ridiculous. This is wot the
way the Lord ought to be worshipped.
We oughi to worship Him with our
hearts, and not with these loag, flawery
sentences. Another thing: If we pray
in secret, we will not want to make such
long prayers in public as some do, be-
cause we shall haye relieved our hearts
in onr secret prayers io a Veéry great ex-
tent. We can pray by ourselves and we
can take as long time as we wish to, and
we do not wear anybody out unless it is
ourselyves. It is not probable that those
who listen to us are wearied by our de-
votion. But when others are kneeling
down with us, we oughtin our prayers
to be direct and brief, and not pray
about everything there is on the earth,
and imagine that we must mention
everything in detail or the Lord wont
know about it. He does know, and we
do not need to mention everything as
though He had forgotten and would not
take notice unless we mentioned it. If
we pay attention to the Lord’s prayer
that He taught His disciples, we will
see the beauty of that, how simple it
was and direct; contained no superflu
ous words, but it was to the point, ask
ing for tbat which they needed. Now,
you will hear the sectarians uttering
that prayer. Some people teach their
children that prayer. Well, that praver
is not appropriate f{or many of us.
“Give us this day our daily bread.” We
have got our daily bread. That prayer
was given to the Apostles. Thev were
taught it because they needed daily
bread. If you will notice in the Book
of Mormon the Lord taught the multi-
tude and He ,also taught His disciples.
He gave instructions to the latter which
were adapted to them, and were not for
the multitude. This distinction, which
is so plain in His teachings as recorded
in the Book of Mormon, i3 not made in
King James’s translation ol the New Tes-
tament, and hence many ol the sectari-
ans stumble: over the teachings of the
Savior, not knowing how they could be
made applicable to ordinary life  They
were applicable to the disciples who
were preaching without purse and scrip,
and who were living different lives to
the ordinary multitude. If you will
read them properly as they are translat.
ed in the Book of Mormon, you will see
how different they are, and how clear
these matters are when you understand
tl:je people to whom they were address-
ed.

Itisa good thing to know how to
pray; and we are not heard for our much
speaking in prayer. It seems to me we
shouldl be {ull of the spirit ot prayer,
and we should pray in our hearts as well
as with our lips and on our knees, and
cultivate the habit ol praying in our
hearts. We cannot stop alwaysto get
down on our knees to ask for that which
we need; but we cam ask the Lord in
our hearts, no matter what we are en-
gaged in. We may be going to meet
somebody that is of importance, and
have not time to stop to pray,but we can
agk God togive us wisdom. It we are
going to transact some business, we can
ask d to be with us in the transac
tion, to give us His Holy Spirit to en.
lighten us, and enable us to do the right
thing. | do not know how I would have
got along in life if 1 bad not done this,
because there are many times we are
thrown In circumstances where the wis-
dom of heaven is needed, and it is a
good thing to cultivate the habit ot ask-

ing the Lord for that. I believeit I was
gomng to break a horse, or do some
work in my field as a farmer, or any-
thing of this character, I would want to
ask the Lord’s blessing upon it. It
would not probably be convenient to
kneel down and ask Him right then for
that special occasion; but 1 would ask
Him !n my heart. Of course, in our
family and secret prayers we ask the
Lord to be with us in all matters; still it
is a good thing to ask the Lord tor these
special things. You are called on to
speak soddenly, or to do something
suddenly; it is a good thing to ask the
Lord to be with you when you are doing
that, to guide you. When we have a
decision to make, we should ask the
Lord to enlighten our minds, that we
declde aright and come to a correct con-
clusion. A mother going to have an in-
terview with a child that is unruly,should
ask the Lord to give her His Spirit to
talk to the child, and to pour out His
Spirit upon the child that it may be
softened. When I have anything disa-
greeable to do, I always feel to do this;
to pray that the Lord will soften the
hearts of those with whom [ am brought
in comtact, give their hearts the right
feeling, and give me the right feeling.
I believe a great deal of the success of
my life has been due to the Lord heat-
ing this kind of prayer; for I know he
does hear such prayers.

In all these matters we should con-
stantly remember 1hat we are the people
ot God, and not take any step hastily,
but do it prayerfully. Tliee we will not
say things that we ought not to say, at
least, we will not be likely to do it. We
will not do things that we ought not to
do. We will not come to wrong con-
clusions. We will not say improper
thiogs of our brethren and sisters, and
we will control our tempers, because the
Lord will give us strength and give us
His Holy Spirit to enable usto do it.
And i{ any of us are not happy, depend
upon it there is something wroug, be-
cause itis the Lord’s design to make
every soul happy. It there is any spirit
and feeling about us that does not con-
tribute to bappiness, we should ask 1he
Lord to remove it. Weshould stop and
seefwhat is the cause of this, “'Why am
i disturbed? Why Is 1his feeling of un
happiness and unrest in my hear(?" Be-
cause whenever it is there, there is
something wrong; we have done some-
thing, or said something, or thought
something that has disturved the Spirit
of God. Our minds should be like g
placid lake, undisturbed by every influ-
ence, as smootb as giass, so tg speak,
and without ripples upon it, and every-
thing ciear. This is the condilion we
should be in, and then the f.ord, by His
Spirit! can operate upen our minds, and
He will reveal himself to us, and teach
us, and give us revelation and kpnowl-
edge, and increase His power and His
gifisupon us. We should siart out in
the morning with this {eeling; not leave
our bedroom still weteelthat we are leay-
ing right ‘‘But,”’one says,™] am sgo
crowded I have got to doit; I cannot
stop to pray even.'” Well, better to
neglect the business, whatever it may
be, than to neglect prayer, than to
neglect getuing the right spirit Defore
we commence our work. I have baep a
busy man all my lite; but I have noticed
this: that when I have started out with
the right leeling, everything has worked
along easily and smoothly,and I have ac.
complished far more than I would have



