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Yuorums of the Melchisedek Priest-
hood winl, no doubt, be relegated to
the Lesser Priesthood, where it be-
longs, and thus give more tlne and
leisure ang opportunity to those
Preslding and regulating authorities
Commupe with the heavens, ap-
Proach unto the Highest, receive
the Bpiritual manifestations and
blfﬂaings for the Church which per-
Wain to their sacred ofilces, and thus
bring the Church on earth nearer to
the Church of the Firstborn on
high, and hasten the gtand consum-
Mation forvordained for “‘the fulneas
of tlozeg, *?
But the keys of authority to over-
?‘-‘e the temporalities as well as spir-
tualities of the Church, will al-
Yaysremain with the Presidency of
the High Pricsthood; while the
ctual manipulation of temporal
things ang the detalls of their man-
fI';Kt.!ment. Is  with the Leswer
Tlesthood, nt the head of which is
the Bishoprie in a Ward, and the
iding Bishopric in the Church
88 whole body. The Presidency
°fa Siake presides over all the offi-
f;‘;m in the Htake as parts thoreof.
16 Presideney of the High Priest-
t'l°0d Presides over all the officers in
1o Church, of every grade and
®alling, apd the head of this quo-
™Um is n Prophet, Seer and Rev-
olator, havipy all the gifts of God
¥hich He bestows on the Hend of the
um;lrch. Here Is wisdom and Mght,
Power and order and benuty,
40 by this means will the glory of

p od be made manifest botl now and
Orever’
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UNWITTING WITNESSES.
VIIl.

alThe native races of America are
mﬂmst. entirely without written
'Q(_N‘ds. And all we know of their
Yings and traditions hns come
h:;;’Sh thoss who have learned
wh language, and have recorded
8t they have scen and heard
{Hony them,

lnr:[:]e monk, De Landa, reccived
dlbloy interesting logends and tra-
e thm from them, and has written
b ®m in reports of his missionary
to t;.: 'I‘herfa are traditions relating
it t creation of the world, our
In ‘Pﬁl‘el-lta, and also of the deluge.
Rane ative Races,’’ published by
Sayinn?rt’,we read of the Peruvians
ﬂllpengr- i ‘In our day the enrth dis-
. “d; the lofiiest mountains
N aOOVered for a whole spring.”

A page 69,
Bl_:"":ht‘l‘ account 5 given of a
from tlﬂﬂ tradjtion, handed down
e remotest nntiquity, of a

time ““‘when the waters covered all
the earth, as a punishment for the
wickedness of Man. A few were
spared. They lived in a wooden
house; the sun interfefed nnd caused
the house to fluat upon the waters.”
In another the rhadowy memento
is thus reflected: /A few men took
rcfuge in the mountains, and were
saved. When the waters began to
recede they let some dogs loose which
came back wet. After a few days
they sent them out again and they
came back covered with mud, This
showed them that the waters had
retired.??

These records were evidently de-
rived from the Mousaic records, pos-
sessod by both the Jaredite and
Lehite colonists. They could not
have been, as some suppose, im-
ported by Christinn ministers, even
of the earllest times; for the mis-
sionarivs declare that they them:
pelves received them from the
natives. Moreover, if these tradi-
tional relics had been imported by
modern teachers, they would not
have diftered so widely from the
biblieal aceeunt.

The Marquis De Nadaillae, in
speaking upon thissubject. observes,
“No dissemination of Christian
ideas since the conquest, issufllcient
to account for the myths among
the natlve races of Amerien, which
svem to have thelr root fn the natu-
ral tendencies of the human mind,
in ita evolution from a savage state.??

Thus the “cloven foot’? of godless
infidelity shows out from boeucath
the parti-colored vusture of scientific
verbinge. The plain, historical
chronicles of sncred writ, and which
even savages are wont to believe
nnd perpetunte, are loftily referred
to as ‘‘myths, evolved from the
crudities of n savage state.?”

Joseph Merrick, Esq., a highly
regpected pentleman of Pittafield,
Mass., glves the following corrobo-
rting testimony that the Jewish
Seriptures were known to the early
suttlers of Ameriea. Mr. Merrick
sAY 8!

“That in 1815, he was leveling
some ground, under an old wood-
shed, situated on Indinn Hill. He
planed and cleared awny the earth
to some depth; after the work was
done, walklng over the place he dis-
covered, near where the earth had
Ieen dug the dec\)est., a black strap,
as it appenred, about six inches in
length,and one and a half in hreadth,
and about the thickness of a leather
trace to n liarness. He pereeived it
had at each end.n loop of some hard
substance, probably for the purrose
of carrying it. e conveyed It to
his house and threw it into an old
tool box. He afterwards found it
thrown out at the door, and again
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conveywed it to the box. After some
time he thought he would examine
it. In cutting it open it was found
to consist of two pieces of thick
mwhide, sewed with the sinews of
some animal, and gummed up. In
the fold were comtained four pleces
of parchment. These were of a
dark hue, and contained some kind
of writing. The nefghbors coming
to see the strange discovery, tore
one of the picces to atoms, in the
true Hun and Vandal style. The
other three pieces were saved and
sent to Cambridge, where they were
examined, nnd discovered to have
been written with a pen in Hebrew.

They contained quotations from the
Old Testament, Deut. vi, 4-9, xi, 13,
21; Exodus xiii, 11-16.>* Voice of
W’nrning.

It is evident that the relic found
was a kind of amulet, or charm,
called a phyloetery, and in use
amony the Jows, from the enrliest
times. Certain strips of parchment
inscribed with the passages quoted
above, and some others, were en-
closed in small cnses, and fastened
to the forehead and the left arm;
also, in nnother form, to door posta,
in sccordance with KExodus xiii,
9-16. This arcounts for the loop at
each end, which was for mstening
it to the place where it was worn.
It is further evident that the Pitta-
fleld phylactery was of anclent
make, as those In use among the
Pharisees in  Christ's time weore
condemped by Him; not the wenr-
ing, but the exnggerated form and
size. “They make broad their
phylacterica.”” Matt. xxiii, 5,

The Book of Mormon wsays, page
100: ““Notwithetanding we believe
in Christ, we keep the law of
Moses.”? Apgain, page 162, “And
they (the Nephites} also took of
the firstlings of their flocks, that
they might offer sncrifices and burnt
offerings according fo the law of
Moaes.?? |

Now, here is proof that the re-
liglous beliefs and observances of
the Israclites in Jernsalem and the
Isrnelites in America were tdenti-
cal; and in this view, the discovery
of the Jewigh phylactery is a very
interesting and confirmatory wit-
ness of the authentic character of
the Book of Mermon. It tends,
also, to illuminate another spot in
the dnrk regions of pre-historic times,
by showing the motive which the
new settlers in Ameriea had for
abandoning their native country
and their forefnthers.

The Jaredites were voluntary
exiles for conscience’ sake; while
Lehi, ke his illustrlons ancestor,
Abraham, left his country at the
command of the Lord. Their re-
speet for, and preservation of the
biblical record, show that the emi-



