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Tug Fifty-niath Semi-Annual Confer-

ence of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints will commesnce at 10
o’clock Friday merning, October 5th,
1589, |, the Tabersacle, Salt Lake Cify.

The officers and members of the
Chuzch are mpbctfully invited to at-
tend. -

A wmreeting. of the Deseret Sunday
School Unioa wiil be held at the Tab-
ernacle om :Friday evening, October
oth, ooe et thg¢ Priestood on Saturday
evening, Octoberdth, and of the Young
Men's and Youny Ladles’ Mutaal Im-
provement Aut;clut.lons on Suaday
evening, October 7ih. :

WiLrorp WoOODRUFYF,
In behall of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles,

— e — - — —

GOD’S AUTHORITY AND MAN'S
LIBEERTY.

Wk have demonstrated in these col-
umns that ‘‘Mormonism' is not the
despotism described bf its opponents
and believed by the multitude, buta
system ln which every member has a
free voice and vote. Also that it com-
bines the priociples of theocratic au-
thority and democratic power.

that its very spirit and tendencies tos-
ter freedom and inculcate Individual
thought and respomsibility. Bat s
cuemlies strongly object to the doctrine
of present revelation, which is funda-
mental in 1ts creed, and withont which
it would be as worthless as the various
man-made religions that perplex and
divide mankind. They seem to hate
Lue very idea of Divine interference in
the affaira of men, and claim that the
bondage of the mind is inevitable toa
Lrelief that any man recelves for others
the word and will of God.

And yet this is the very essemce of
Biblical religion. The books of the
Ola® Testament and the New are
authoritative throughout Christen-
dom, because they are bellieved to con-
tain the word of the Lord through
Prophets and Apostles. The Moasaic
dispensation rests upon the revela-
tions of G.d through the Hebrew
leader, Moses, and is sustained by the
messages seat from Deity to man
through the seers who succeeded him.
‘Tne Cbristian dispensstion depends
upon the manifestations of Delity
through Jesus of Nazereth and His
disciples. And withoat belief i{a Di-
viae commuuications to maakind
tbrough chosen individuals there
would be no religions Ia the world.

1t It be admitted that God ever

spoke to man, and ever‘had a mouth.’

plece on earth to any family, tribe gr
ration, dissent to present reveladion
becomes illogical and inconsistent. If
God never spoke to man in the past, it
might be reasonable to say he does not
reveal His will In the present. Baut it
Divine revelation wgs ever given, it
may be given now, andit is just as
rational 10 believe | present as 1R an-
cient communjications from heaven.
God's power to reveal is pot limited
by time; man’s abilliy to receive is not
a faculty of a special periad. God is
the same yeslérday, to-day and for
EVer; man ll"ﬂl.l offspring and de-
pendent upon Him tor light as much
in the nineteenth century as in the first,

and in the latter days as in the earliest

ages,

It i8 Iolly, in the face of history amd
experience, to say that man's freedom
is lnfringed by God’s revelations. Even
il people believe s message, delivered
by one having Divine authdrity, to
come from the Almighty, they are stil
perfectly free as<to i's acceptance and
their action in relation to it. Geod tald
Isracl of old mot to have a Kisg. He
also warned them of the consequences
it they rejected His counsel. Bat they
would have a Kiag, they did baves
King; and the results were just as God
through His prophet predicted. So I

reveals His will, man Is free to obey

or disobey. But the consequences are.|

inevitable and nstural. And man will
be judged for his acts by One who
nevern swerves from the principles of
eternal justice balanced with etermal
mercy.

There is ne cowpulsion in the teach-
ings or spirit of “"Mormonism’* nor in
the disciplioe of the*' Mormon''Church.

Belief in preseat revelstion does nob

iwply coercion jn any msense of the

sibllity Is one of the vital principles

their creed. erefore individual de-

velopment if i ted ns u necessity

to human exaltation. ‘“‘The glory of
(God s Intelligence ;" this is written in
the revelations they hold as sacred;
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“Whatever principles of Intelligence
we attain noto in life it wil ﬁlﬂ

e A s W B 8
o e -
telligence in this life through his diil-
~ = amother,

be |
will bave so much the advantage 1 the
5o,

"—,.D_pp. and Cav. p.

i 5 .
Tt " M . act in doctrine
aod priociple pertaining to fu ¥
according to the moral agency which
1 have givetl unto them, that every
man may be accountadie for bLis own
sins in the day of judgment. There-
fore it is not right that any man should
be in ge, one to another.” Dce.
and Cov., p. 357.

This is held In view of every convert

to the doctrines of ‘“*Mormonism.*

Mere belief in & creed; or scceptance
of men as holding Divine authority, is
not viewed or taught as the mggus of
salvation. [’ersonal righteousness,
Intelligence and progress are esscatial
to the exaltation of every maa and
wWoman, as well as faith in Christ and
obedience to the ordinances adminis-
tered by men anthorized to act in his
pame, Eleyation of individaual chbar
acter is the great desideratum in the
""Mormon'’ system.

Atthe same time the benefits of order,
subordina*ion and unity are not lost

sight of. Tihey are mecessary to the

success o0f every organized body.
‘“‘Obedience is better than sacrifice.’’
Co-operation accomplishes more taan
strife. Without order there Is no har-

mony, aad without barmony there isho
hap . /The *Momn is |

powerful because of the genmeral ob-
servaunce of these principles by most of
its members. Their nnion, compliance
withrcounsél suil co-operative gfort,
though short of“the standsard before
them, are a marvel to the world. They
Bave real: faith in "Sheir and
coafidence in the - Uivine ority of
their minksters. . o | i i

Bat all their obedlence is volnnu.ry; ]

thelr assoclation spsntaneous, thelr
actlon frowm choice, ilow can there be
grester libérty? .If it be 05)eétted that
Weyarein''ie Dondage of a creed,the
answer is, that [s tho condlt.ionqzl all

poople who have taith. Lt istle restraint;

only of consclence, Those who have no
congCience, OF who are to Is dic-
tates, are nsualiy the slaves Lo vice and
enjoy less true th:rq the con-
scientious aad religioud. They weuld,
it they had their way, destroy the very
freedom they prefend to advocate.
They would preyént men and women
from obeying the word which the latter

belleve to divinel They would)

break up b e the unity that springs
from free /will. They would destroy
the authority compliamce with which
brings the greatest satisfaciion and
joy. /They would sabstitute tne serf-
domi of bowing to their dic:ation for the
fpéedom of willingand intelligent sube

mission to that whikh is belleved to be

the decres of heavesi.
We want none of it: The Lattcr-

| day Saints are contented with thelr

faith and devoted to the system which
they Bave adopted. They have a firm
assurance thatit is Divise. They have
attained that conviction through obed-
ience to the gospel and by tigp witness of
the Holy Spirit. They know that they

are oot sudjected 10 any unlawiul or

unrighteous dominion in the: Oburch
of which théy are members, and they
rejoice in the liberty wherewitli they
have been made free indeed. They
will go-on in the way of ‘obedience apd
peace, understauding that to yield to
the right is better than self-wlll, and
belleving that while therebelijous s

be pierced with many sorrows, ‘‘ne

that exalteth himse!f shall bz abased,

snd he that humbieth himsell shsll be

exalted.”

THE NEW. RAMLROADS,

TuE incorporation of the Salt Lake
sad Eastern Rilway Compaony, which
took place on Friday, i§ & movement
that :’n’mu fair to be of greafWmeds

to this ecity. [t is s contizuation to

Park City and on to Camis ia Sum-

mi¥ County of the. Salt Lake ani

Fort jDouglas Rasiiroad. la addition
to affording direct rail commuunlication
will be slways. When the Almighty Pwith the principal miniag city in shis
Territory,it will give easy acceas to the
Territorisl metropolls for the dwell=
ers in the upper salleys, and open the
way for the cheap freigat of coal from

the mines in Summit Coanty.
Brother John W. Youug js the lead-

ing spirft of this enterprise, as inlt

others which promlise to give employ -

ment 10 many persons here, aod it 18
40 be hoped that these projects will
prove sucteagiul. C coal ifone.

of whé demands of . Atimes, p%

word, The doctrine of the Church i | there Ia no solid reason Wiy we shon!

Lhas every member is emtitled to seek
for and receive divine communications
acd manifestations for his or her own

They will come aceerding to the faith,
capaclty and integrity of the suppliant.
Bat to the Chareb, in its organized
eatirety, ofily one | ats time isto
receive the word'ahd will of the Lord
for Its goverament,and that man 1s the
hesd, called of God, chosen and sus-
tained as such by the free vete of the
people composlog the Charch.
Butitls asked,' After the peaple have
accepted him,what then?¥And it is said
‘‘their reasonlag facaliles cannot be
cxarcised on any gnestidon ln which his

‘‘ressoning §faculties.” It is every
and on his own codceptions of right
and wrong, becanse he is to be judged
for bis own acts, and he must there-
fore be left free todo or not to do as
he himself elects.” If & man

pay six doliars a ton for coal that can

be placed on the cars near Coalville

for s INttle more than ome doltar per{ gre
suidance, profit and, enlightenffent. | ton. Both fuel aad building ., rock at .

reasonable rates aré promised by the
two new roads which will sooh be
compléeted; " And whea full compet-
tion 1s made with the Utah Central and
D. & R. G. depots, quite s beneficial
change will be wrought ja tie meatis of
transit for freight and ngers to
and from the upper valleys. The ob-
stacles in the¢ way seemy now to have
been removed, and we ope Lhe work
will with ail speed by Sctessfully
prosecuted. : ; g |

INSPIRATION.

Theories, Facts and “Cemparlsons:
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are Divine, bat not the rest.
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others. This theor
sapposes * different kinds of in | ‘dbeéred considerable information in
spiration; the frst and highest pro- | regard 16 the Hedr
viding for the revelaraa of things | sidered them worthy of this attention
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3 West excepting a portion of Joseph
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We took dinner with Mr: J. Whit- i ' i I L=
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. team and conveyed us seven wmiles to
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It seemed good to me also, having dii-

arder, moat excellent Theophitue.”— | derstand  that y ‘Wwere nol

the same thought® ip different words
For a comparison see the following: recelve superior know

. possessed
“And.as dbey were eating, Jesus topk | Sald they: YIf we find that you have | we resudhed our journmey on the 14th
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r. ik 24, :
Here we haye threg accou of one
event, sll given in differept language. )
ples of this kind ape pumerous, g::’ s Jﬁg 1
:in:'i etsh:o dé?;m?lcg‘:awﬁ:ﬁ J.’.,“'a'i?ﬁ*_ mnsxmnudpmh the yrus. Thus it | proceeded to the station and at 9:3)
out ol 'it. ” This is notably

hibit such dif :
counted for Only from their different
standpoiats, or education or. -scopes.
instance, writes for

Sometllmes the iaspired

two genealowies are very difficult to }fﬂnw I‘-lﬁa‘n‘: Erme c‘u baptismi before | ¥icinity and urmnndlﬁﬁ wAnd are
L]
wrilers quote uninspired authors: gratifled

“Ofie of thiemselves, even' n prophet of | i8 briefly as follows: Ian the g::r
their own saud, the CUretians are always | 1851, Granville Hedrick ( #holbad n
hiars, evil beasts, slow bellies "—Tik 1. 12. "] a member of the true church for many
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