AFLFER THE BALLOTING.

W hen the polls were closed and it
was certain that ‘“Liberal?’ methods
hat been successful, the din began.
At first there were crowds of boys
who went through the streets shout-
ing, yelling, blowing horns, and
jostling people.

As dark came on, the crowds be-
came larger, nnd the uproar in-
crensed. The business places and
dwellings of ¢ Libernla® were illy-
minated, fireworka were burned,
bonfires lighted in the streets,bombs
and rockets were fired, and the vie-
torious party were wil(i.

The saloons were closed, and that
had some tendency to ¢check the dis-
order; but with the ringing of bells,
blowing of horns, beating of drums
and tin cans, hooting, yelling, swear-
ing, cheering, there was pever a
scene which surpassed last night’s
proceedings. For five or six hours
the prineipal streets were field for a
tremendous tumult. There were
saveral gropgs of women whose
appearance indicated that they
were of upravory reputation, who
decorated themselves, and marched
along the streets, shouting. At
midnight saloons were opened, nod
many of the hoarse and thirsty
crowd crowded in to regale them-
selves on intoxicants. It was early
morning before the noise finally
died away, and the participants in
the disorderly demounstration all re-
tired toshelter.

During the proceedings speeches
were made at the alker
House by Judge Powers, E. B.
Critchlyw, Rev. T. C. Iliff, E. R.
Clute aod others. P”. L. Wililams
was one of the rumber, apd refer-
ring fto u possibility of a contest by
the People, he declared that if the
other side refused to ygive up the
seats, the “Liberals’? would o there
and take posscssion, even it they
had to throw the others out of the
window. ¥

CURRENT TOPICS IN EUROPE.

~ Just now the pnews has ar
rived that the heautiful woodé over-
looking the Vale of Avoea are golng
to be cut down and muade up into
matches. People of a sentimental
turn of mind declare it an outrage.
If there is a sapot in all the Rritish
Islands that deserves to be kept
sacred from tho desecratiog hands
of commerce and manufactures it is
the ‘‘Sweet Vale of Avoca? It
forms the inapiration of perhaps the
best kmown poem of Ireland’s great-
est bard, Thomas Moore. Who does
pot remember those beautliul lines
commencing,

wThere is Lot 10 the wide world & valley so

awegel

AB that vole In whose vulley the bright wa-
Lers meet.”

But even it this beau-
titu! spot bhad pot been im.
mortalized in Meore’s famous

Jyric it deserves to be spared
for its own sake, It lies in oneof
the loveliest dlstricts of Ireland.
The whole route from Dublin to
Wicklow runs through a transport-
ingly benutiful country, au it
would seem difficult to find any-
where a more exquisite combination
of follage, water, and distant views
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of mountain scenery than in these
smiling glens. But the Vale of
Avocen has eompanions in misfor
tune. Perbaps the worde of Beott
aretrue. When the poet dies, mute
pature mourns her worshiper. It
may be so; for nature seems to have
no power to protect her shrines from
the invasion. Even the lands of
Burps and Beott have fullenm vie-
time to the modern commercial
spirit. It is true the Highlanders
bave succeeded io preserviug the
Trossaches and Beonvenue, and
Ellen’s Iale, for the benefit of
tourists; but he who visits
Melrgse  Abbey  will  perceive
with regret the huge brick
chimoeys belehing their foul fumes
iuto the air, and the dye products
and chemical alominations that kill
the turf and poison and pollute the
river. The quiet shades of Stoke
Pogis churchyard are still undis-
turbed except by an oceaslonal
locomotive whistle, and we may see
the scene of the “Klegy’” much as
it was in the days of Thomas Gray.
We may see Milton’s home at
Horton in much the same condition,
probubly, that it was three hundred
yenrs ago. Shakespeare’s house
aud burial place at Btratfornd are
seemingly well preserved. and al-
most unchanged is the little church
at Brington in Northamptonshire,
where lie the mortal remains of
George Washington’s ancestors. But
we look and look in vain to find
the Forest of Arden or the bosky
deptlis that suggesteu the imagery of
the “Midsummer Night's Dreamn?®’
and “Ag You Like It.,”? Windsor
Forest as described by Pope is no
longer a forest, and many another
landmark of the paet has been oblit-
erated. Kven at the preseut time
Liverpool is turning one of the love-
liest of Welsh valleys into an artifi-
cial water tank. The hand of change
is enevituble, but many look with
regret upon the destruction of those
scenes so intimately conpected with
what King George Il.,in his broken
English, usad to call ‘*hoetry and
bainting.*

The jubilee of the Penny Post
which took place in various parts of
England on the 10th of Jannary is
in reality one of the most significant
of the celebrations that have taken
place recently. [t was on Japuary
10, 1840, that wuniversal cheap
postage was insugurated in the
Unitedd Kingdom. At this dis-
tance of tihme we can scarcely
comprehend the ygreat social
change that was thua broughtabout.
Previous to that time there had been
a penny post in Edinburgh,and like-
wise an arrangement in London
anJ suburbs for the carrying of par-
cels aod letters. Sir Rowland Hill,
however, wns the originatorof a
universal and uniform rate of cheap
ostage, and the inventor of the ad-

esive postige stamp. We can now
scarcely realize the amount of perse-
cution that Bir Rowland Hill suf-
fered during the two years that the
now fwmous postal bill was pending
before [Purllament. As soon as it
became law nud went into opera-
tion its benefits were readily seen.
An enormous increase of corres-
pondence wus the first result. Pre-
viously lgtters bad been a luxug
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beyond the resach of the very poor.
A day’s wages of a Inboring
man would scarcely pay the postage
of n pingle letter. A parting of rela-
tives and friends bad something of
the pature of 4 farewell. A mother’s
parting with her child was rendered
more painful Ly tie thought that it
would be long before she would hear
from bim agusin.

It was not long before other na-
tions adopted the postage system in-
troduced by 8ir Rowland Hill.
Switzerland wae the first among
Continental nations, but before ten
years haid passed, the system bad ex-
teuded to the whole civilized world,
The adveut of cheap postage, con-
pected as it is with rapid trausit,has
brought with it one of the greatest
social revolutions io the history ot
the world. It is well that Bir Row-
land Hill is to have a magnificent
statue erected to his memory, as one
of the great benefactors of his race.

Whether the Prince of Wales is
following the example of his royal
mefhaw, the Emperor of Germany,
or the aforesald royal nephew is fol-
lowing the example of hig uncle, the
Prince of Wales, may be a matter
of dispute, Lut thizs much is evident,
that both seem apxious to bepefit
their people. We can imagioe no
subject of deeper importdnce thano
that which alleviates or eradicates
that greatest digease of mediseval
times known to historians by the
pame of leprosy. It is cerlainly a
mark of Kindoess of heart to see
the Prince of Wales presiding, as he
did on the 13th iustant, over a meet
ing of philanthroplete and scientists
to eonsider and discuss leprosy inall
its forms, methods of trentment, and
posslble extjrpation. The meeting
im itself partook of rather an in-
ternationnl character, for besides
thote eminent in the medical profes-
sion aud residing in Great Britain,
such as Dr. McKenzle, Bir James
Paget, Dr. Priestly and Dr. Russell
Reynolds, there were others from
the continent who take a deep Iu-
tevest in the subject. Among theso
may be mentloned Dr. Fayrer and
Father. Panmphile de Veuster, the
brother of Father Damien. that
poble martyr to the causcof leprosy
Respecting the origin of leprosy
but little is known with certainty.
Lucretius regards Egypt us the land
from whence it came. Be that as it
mny, the sacred boolks of the Jews
are full of alusicus to the dreaded
malady; and he who reads the
writiogs of Moses will pereeive
how minute directicns he gave con-
cerning it. Herodotus speaks of
leprosy as exist.inﬁ]in Bahylon; and
Pliny thonght that the army of
Pompey brought it to Italy, from
Syria, It was, however, in the
Middle Ages that the horrible
malady spread with such irresisti-
ole power, and scattered abroad
such widespread desvlation and hor-
ror. Immediately after the erusades,
leprosy became a common thing in
Western Europe. It s 5 disputed
question whether it was brought
hither by the crusaders themselves,
or whether it waa caused by wholes
sale licentiousness of the pricsts
during the absence ol so many of the
bhusbends durlog those fanatical
wars—the nbsence of husbands who



