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EDMUNDS BILL
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ANait alileABLE AND FEARLESS ARGUMENT

in the sensenateate of the united states
mr call of floridaflorid made the follow-
ing pointed and forcible on the
principles of religiousreligions ftc

mr CALL mrair section 12
ofbi the jalehwhich tois nonow
sought13 it to be amended leatgit

durt 4trussesstieg shall litbe itappointed
wholid behall take of thee vadyprop-
erty of this corporation thee consti-
tution

0 ti
of the united states provides

that private property shall not betakenbetoken
for public use without compensation
Is this private property or not Is the
property orthis corporation private or
public property it seems to me there
lancan be no question in regard to that
this property4 was acquired by thiscorpor

ittoli till therequired
e protectionprotect fon of

the lawMV tttl belobelongsjigs to it itand to those
whono are its beamisbest flis atte trust there dailcan
be no question about that

what then is the taking
oyfor the beds it aboa

totd edke possession vjfab
a lodgeroli er or a shorter time megdoes I1Ait
vest power to dispossess persons of
their property and substitute others in
the control and management of it
there can be no question that a taking
a dispossession for a moment is as
much as a dispossession for an age or
a conversion in perpetuity

the constitutionon is imperative it
saysa 44 nor shall private property be
taSRItaken torfor public use without lustjust com-
pensationpensaen hatimtion this proviprovisionslon of the
pl tat tite not only takes it but

d 11 tb public igei tv the eduada
uontion of the children of utahmail without
reference to the wishes of its owners
to my mind there can be no question
whatever that this is clearly within the
inhibition of the constitution

but in regard to another point the
constitution says that congress shall
make no law respecting an establish-
ment of reltreligionion senators here say
that although you waymay make no law

an establishment of relig-
ionI1 a you maykhlly legislate to destroy the
1 rights of an establishment
ofbf religion that youtou may impose disa-
bilitiesbilibiltiesittes upon those who practice it and
you may indirectly deprive them of po-
litical rights and privileges and ot all
rights torfor the purpose of suppressing
and destroying it that is manifestly
the object of this section and of this
bill and is avowed in the argument and
the discussion of the legislation pro-
posed in the section under considera-
tion

whatever mayinay be the evils of this
association whatever may be the ca-
lamitieslamilam tiesittes that it may or waymay nolnoi pro-
duce tilethe question which wiwe oreare bound
to consider is whetwhetherwhittiertier it tois or is
notlot an establishment of religion by
all our traditions and by all the his-
tory of the english race and by
all our legislation previous to the com-
mencementmen cement of this crusade upon these
people the mormon church must be
regarded as an establishment of re-
ligion senators say it is not the true
religion doesdoe

is the constitution say
you shall not legislate respecting the

the false religion the act of tolera-
tion of singking william and queen mary
which was the outcome afpf all the

which the people of eng-
landland and this country as well as the
people of europe suffered fur many
years the tortures of the inquisition
the burningsburnlags the hangingshanningshangings which every
church and eveeveryry creed have practicedpracticed
upon the others the act of toleration
which is the foundation of our princi-
ple ol01 religious freedom says inin ex-
press terms gnat Is and what is not an
establishment of religion and leaves
no ground of doubt as td the meaning
of the terms used in the constitution
congress shall make no law respecting
an establishment of religion

before we embark in this system of
religiousrelie persecution before we aban
don the principles oxof our
of our civilization and of the religion
of christ it is welt lor ns to consider
something of the past history of this
and other countries that great society
of christian people the followers of
john wesley who inin every period of
the history olof this country have bienbeen
its loyal and faithful citizens who have
sustained the christian religion iinn
heathen lands and in civilized laudlandss
those apostles of the poor tindand humble
have defined what they consider as re-
ligious freedom let us see whether
it is the right of any congress or any
set of men to say what is religion or
what is not lain the days when the
english parliament undertook so to
declare a committee of the followers
of john wesley put forth this declara-
tion

that it is the unquestionable right of
every man to worship god agreeably to tikethe
dictates of hishie own conscience and that he
has a right to hear and to teach those truths
which he conscientiously believes without
any restraint or judicial interference from
the civil magistrate provided he do not
thereby disturb the peace of commu-
nity and that on no account whatever willwal
this committee ever concedee this funda-
mental principle

the society which proclaims this as
the meaning of religious establish-
ments as defined in our civilization
and our constitution constitutes
an immense portion of the protprot-
estants of this country if a man
have the right to worship god ac-
cording to the dictates of his con-
science if he believes as many do bbe-
lieve in foreign lands the benighted
doctrine and the unholy practice as we
conceive it of polpolygamygamy while we havehave
the right to punish the practicepr and if

possible to suppress it have we the
right to establish a system 0of religious
pt ittion to destroy the rereligiousignotis ea

bt because it professes and
believes a falsehood shall wevre dis-
regard the very
which our own religious liberty
shall we overthrow free speech and
free thought and the bible aandnd relig-
ion of christ and substitute for them
the secular power the sword of civil
power for the sword of the spirit this
Is but to repeat the history of the dark
Adeselj 4 this is to reenactre enact the inquisition
ofof spain with all itsita horrors to lightitaftaanew ttheresto ates of relreligious persecution
and by fire arid tart ft midand tufsufferingdufferinferin9
to force the humanhalvdan milid td as
true our opinions and outour creeds

this bill and this section of the bill
undertakes to do this it declares
that the chartered rights of succession
and ownership of property granted to
the religious establishment of the
mormon church shall not only be tak-
enbenawayaway from them but that their
property shall be confiscated taken
from thewthem and used according to the
will and discretioncia cretton of congress and
to what endend to the avowed endena de-
clared litin the bill that this form of
heretical this false religious
estableestablishment shall be suppressed and

T 0 tthee end that truerugI1 fell gionlm
as we conceive it to be ulmaydy belye main-
tained

mr president this is not the pun-
ishment of polygamy thesisthis is not the
suppression of the practice of polyg-
amy it is the destruction of a relig-
ious establishment a false religious
establishment it is the persecution of
its votariesvotaries to the end that by that
means it may be extirpated

sir we can notmot indirectly legislate
for th e 8e f destroying aayany re-
ligionlg fretwhether false orat truetine we can
not 14edkee away ifits8 chcharteredchanteleartele rights
which have been alven td it lyby RMlaw
selecting it as one out of many to the
end that it may be destroyed witwithoutholit
violating not only the principles of the
constitution but the assentessential11 princi-
ples of the religion of christ

this provisprovisionn afpf the biubill as well as
the whole bibill1 tois an assault on the
christian rereligion

1 on which11 undertakes
by permissionn by conviction by teach-
ing ttheb doterdoctrinesnes of chchristst to convert
and convince men and not to compel
them to believe by the sword it itis a
revival of the dark ages when the
religious persecutions which consigned
domanyso many hundred thousand people to
the stake in the medievalmediaevalmediaeval ages com-
menced they began with comparative
mildness and they proceeded from
mild forms of restraint to punishments
so horrible that they make the blood
run cold these crueltiescruel ties were prac-
ticed by every sect and every church
inn turn upon these who dissented from
it

motley in the history of the dutch
republic says

tyranny ever youiroung and ever old con-
stantly reproducingreproducing herself with the same
strong featureslea turea with the same imposing
mark which she has worn through all the
ages can never be too minutely examined

the history of alvas administra-
tion in the netherlands strikes us almost
dumb with wonder why has the
almighty suffered such crimes in his
name p

mr president what can we say of a
propositiontion here in this day
lous0 libertyb e arty in the face of a provision
of the constitution of the united
states that property shall not betokenbetakenbe taken
for public use without compensation
which requires that the property of a
corporation a private corporation a
corporation terfor purposes either relig-
iousious or benevolent so avowed upon
its face so stated in its charter waymay
be taken by law and amproappropriatedrioted by
the Concongressgross of the united states to
purposes not contemplated by and
against the will of its owners and to
the avowed end that certain people
who believe and falsely believe that
the interpretation of the bible and the
religion of christ justifies and requires
them to establish 4 marital relation
which we forbid regard with hor-
ror to the end that by religious per-
suasion irmayit may be exterminated and
done away with it is true that this
section ofof the bill describes this con-
fiscationfis as an escheat to the govern
wentment but the learned men who pre-
paredared this bill knew that there couldtebe such thinsthing as an escheat of tilethe

a corporation which with-
a the limits of its chartered term of

life was performing the getsacts required
by its charter the life of which wag
terminated by the arbitrary act of tilethe
government as a measure of public
and religiousreligions policy

I1 cannot see what possible ground
there tois for any opinion that the con
gressress of the united states has a rightftm order to suppress polygamy to con-
fiscate the property of persons of cor-
porationspo rations and appiapply it to any use they
smsee fit not can
be sayany argument made in support of it
the senator from vermont with very
great ability and very great ingenuity
proposed to discriminate between whatgehe called the political or the temporal
and the ecclesiastical features of this
organization suppose we were to at-
tack the great catholic church with its
hundreds of millions of propropertyperty in its
corporate institutions using them as
it does for benevolent purposes and
to declare that we saw fit to the end
that the catholic church and her tormform
of belief might be extirpated lowithto with-
draw her charters confiscate her prop-
erty and apply it to other uses prowwho
would for a moment entertain the
idea who would regard it as within
the power of this body who wwould
dare to propose this of any of the
great churches into which christians
are divided this demonstrates that

we havebavy no right audand no power to pro-
scribe and punish any form of belief
religiousdous or politicalcal to legislate men
into other beliefs and other kopiniopinionsons
it lais with practices with setsacts alone
that we caucan deal

when the time comes I1 shall move
tto0 strike loftt from the first section of
the bill the vvo may be com-
pelled to testtestifyvay tilethe bill requires
that the wife shall be c to tes-
tify against her husband not per-
mitted but compelled with the WM
lege of reservingreservine from such testimony
any confidential statement or commu-
nicationniDi made by either during the
existence of the marriage relation
what knowledge is there on tthehe part
of husband or wife thaiabal is not counconti
dentlalial howflow can you compel one to
testify against the other without vio-
lating the relation what is the ob-
jectact of anat provision laIs it to the end
thathat in criminal cases govgenerallyemily this
testimony may be made available it
is to the suppression as avowed by the
bill of this form of religious belief
it is legislation respecting a false es-
tablishment of religion no one denies
that this is false religion that it is a
form of rereligionsI1 i bious bellbeliefef that it is an
establishment of religion that the

people who profess itt believe and
profess to believe that it is religion
and a true religion we say it is no
religion and that it laIs hurtful but all
churches and creeds have said that of
those whoho differ from them anandd ththeyey
have used the power of the state to
burn torture and kill all who differed
from them this bill proposesproposea to
unishpunish and exterminate this false be-
liefr-ef by the secular power

the senator from alabama testifies
that these people with a fanaticism
and a superstition which he regards aas8
wonderfulwondernat bring the tenth part of all
their irabor day after day and year
after year as a voluntary concontributiontribu tion
12why do they do it because they pebe-
lievee falsely if you please that it jsis a
duty to thetheirr god to do so we say
that this fanaticism encourages them
in the practice of polygamy and is
hurtful to the same and we make
laws to prevent them from spreading
their belief from bringing in recruits
to their batillfaith and impose on them some
penal laws and processes unknown
elsewhere to our laws I1 am opposed
to mormonism and because I1 am 0op-
pose

P
to it I1 oppose this law and thethesese

methods which can only result in in-
creasing it by dignifyingsignifyingdignify ing these who are
persecuted as martyrs in the eyes of
their deluded followers

but the second sectionn of the bill in
face of the provision of the conaticonstitu-
tion

tu
that the right of the people to be

secure in their persons houses papers
and effects against unreasonable
searches and seizures shall not be vio-
lated 11 provides that at the hour of
midnight at any hour of the day or
night without previous charchargeae or ac-
cusationcusa tion without notice without a
subpoena the officers of the law may
drag ffromrom their bed any man or woman
and hold them in confinement because
there is an opinion on the part of some
officer that they will ntnot obey a legal
process not that they had done wrong
not that they had refused to obey the
law but because there is an opinion
that they will it is a discretion com
bitted to the marshal or a judge a
commissioner or a grand jury or a
austice of the peace that attachment
lorfor a witness may be issued without a
previous subpoena compelling the im-
mediate attendance of such witness
when it shall appear that there tois rea-
sonable ground to believe that such
witness will unlawfully fail to obey a
subpoena issued and served I1 Is that
an unreasonable seizure or is it a rea-
sonable one what is tilt object of this
provision it is because it is appre-
hendedbended that under the influence of
superstition thesetheae people will be re-
luctant to obeyobe the process of the
court

in all ages these things run together
the difference between persecution

I1 and the belilreligion1 i on of jesus christ with
its purepare method as defined by wesleabickand his followers that religion which
zoesgoes with the power of conviction and
not with the stake andanddiethe fagot and
the secular arm to enforce it and that
superstition that religious persecution
which seeks to advance the opinions
of sectariessectaries by the secular arm of the
stake by power as they did in the
days of the inquisition finds in its
methods always from that time to this
precisely the same characteristics I1
read from a history of religious perse
cautions by a distinguished divine of the
protestant church which is impartial
in its reference to all creeds and all
churches and all peoplepeo yle and toIs de-
signed simply to establishish the prepo-
sition

propo-
sition that heresiesheresies in religion false
opinions and false practices proceed-
ing from superstitious beliefs are not
to be eradicated by the secular arm of
power
of the gospel by the principles of the
christian religion in the year
1656 a law was passed in the colony of
massachusetts the methods of which
are precisely those adopted in this bill

the law of arbitrary imprisonment
the law of arrest without chearihearing1

without previous charge without epifevi-
dence I1P will read the law as it was
established in one of our then colo-
nies

that whosoever of the inhabitants should
directly or indirectly cause any otof the
quakers to come into that jurisdiction he
should forfeit one hundred pounds to the

country and be committed to prison
there to remain till the penalty should be
satisfied

Wwhereascereas there is a pernicious sect com-
monly called quakers latelylate

IA risen who by
word and writing have pubpublisheddished and main-
tained many dangerous and horrid tenets

and do take on them to change and alter
the received laudable customsc u of our ma
siontsan in giving civil respect to equals orn

mes to superiors whose actions tend
to undermine the civil government and also
to destroy ther order of the churches by de-
nying all established formsforma of worshipbip and
by withdrawing from orderly church fellow
ship allowed and approved by all orthodox
ra of truth whereby divertdivers of ouroniinhabitantsinhabitants haye been infected for pre-

vention thereof this court doth order and
enact that every person or persons of the
cursed sect of theveohquakers whowha isie notbol
an inhabitant of but is found within this
Jans diction shall be without
warrant where no magistrate is at handband by
anany constable cAmcommissionermissioner or oelselectmanectman
Wwho shallashall the said person to close
prisonn there to remain without bail
until the next wancourt of assistance where
they shall have a legalbersa trial and being
convicted to be of the sect of the quakers
shall be sentenced to be banished upon
pain of death and that every inhabitant
utof jurisdiction being convicted to lyebe of
the aforesaid sect either by taking up pub-
lishingli or defending the horrid opinions of
thehe quakers or the stirring up mutinyanaand rebellion against the govern-
ment or by taking up their absurd and de

eliveiTe practices namely denying civil
respect to equals and superiorsan erious and with-
drawing from our chirckchurch assemassembliesbliest and
instead thereof frequent meetings of their
own inain oppositionp to our church order or
by adheringgototo or apiproving of any known
quaker and the tenets mod practices of the
quakers that are opposite to thetb orthodox
received opinionsions of the godly and endendeav-
oring

eav
to disaffect others to civil government

and church orders or condemning the prac-
ticetice and proceedingsproceddings of this court against
tthehe quakers inmanifestingLani festing hereby their com-
plying

com-in
with those whose debian is to onover-

throw
er-p

the order established in church and
state every such person upon conviction
before the said court of absiassistantsstants in man
ner as aforesaid shall be committed to
omeabe prison for one month and then
aneesyu ile 15 ip they choose voluntarily to depart
this give bond for theirtheir
good behavior and appear at the next court
where continuing obstinate and refu slug
to retract or reform the aforesaid opinions
they shall be sentencedaced to banishment
upon pain of death

here we have the same method at
arbitrary arrest of arbitrary punish-
ment without notice the same propo-
sition that a particular sect of people
with a particular religious belief are
unfriendly to the stole and to the

i cause ofgood order that is what this
bill is the author of this work him-
selfself a christian and a representative of
the christian sentiment of new eneng-
land proceeding to speak of this ialawW
says

here bendeth this sanguinary act being
more likejike to the decree of the spanish in-
quisition than the laws afof a reformed chris-
tian magistracy consisting of such who
themselves to ahrshimn persecution which
was but a small fine for not frequenting the
public worship had left old england

I1 say therefore that this proposed
measure and its whole theory is in vi-
olation of the spirit of our anstiinstitutionstulious
and all11 the provisions of our constitu-
tion that it is in violation of the
whole theory of christian liberty and
christian civilization that it ignores
and distrusts and disparages the power
and influence of the religion of christ
the divine teacher that it denies and
distrusts the power of treefree speech and
free thought the great agencies of our
civilization

I1 am as much in favor of the sup
1 of the practice of polygamy as
any man but I1 am not

persecution to the end that jtit
may be suppressed I1 do not believe
that we can violate the laws which
secure a fair and impartial trial in the
spirit of our constitution to all men
accused of crime I1 do not believe
that we can violate the laws that give
personal security except upon a charge
of crime and probable cause I1 do not
believe that we can lawfully engage in
a crusade against the mortanmorman church
this false establishment of religion
by the secular arm of the state to
suppress polygamy the christian
sentiment of this country the crimi-
nal laws administered the temper-
ance laws not extreme but pun-
ishingshin this offense as others are
punishedpunished are amply sufficient and far
more efficient chaa this ironcladiron clad bill
which in every letter every
word of it is designed and avowsavow
itself to have the purpose of suppress-
ing this form of false religious belief
by the power of the stake as the meansmeane
of destroying PIpolygamy I1 prefer
the influences of the christian rre-
ligion with the criminal I1lawsaws
fairly lindand impartially enforced it11

our institutions are not strong
enough and our christian kereligionligion isis
not strong enough to overcome itit then
no secular power can do sogo

for these reasons mr president I1
am opposed to the bill aad I1 hope thethe

I1 amendment ofef the senator from ala-
i

bama which will improve itinit in some re-
spectss will be adopted but I1 do not
believe that we have any right to de-
stroy an establishment of religion
false or true to the end that we may
suppress a crime

the of01
bill while they violate the
and are the beginning ot religious
persecution of other churches and
other beeth will haveha ye no effect 0on the
mormonscormons except to increase akertkeir
numbers and give them dignity and re-
spect in their own eyes I1 believe tae
reachingpreaching of the true religion by itsfaithfulfaithful ministers the upholding of the
natinationalonil authority in the territory by
unan armed force adequate to give pro-
tection to altall who may wish to leave the
mormon Clichurch will do what this bolbut
will fall to do

A TRIBUTE

HONOR TO THE MAN OF MORALKOR
agit IN THE HOUR OF TRULTRIAL

at a surprise party tendered brother

jas H nelson of ogden prior to kifhit
departure for the penitentiary shw
hollowingJol lowing was adopted r

brother james it belbo onn

moral courage is better than wealth
and loyatloyaltyy to ones religion and peo-
ple is better than worldly lamefame theiecourse which you are taking in albes
trying hoursboura wins lorfor you the admira
tion and love of your brethren andabild sia

you and the other heroic men who
suffer with you are making history
for the day will come and that too
within the life of many who are pres-
ent when people shall look back with
glorious proud thoughts for the saluta
who now island firmly and stead-
fastly

and in that hour there will be noth-
ing but contempt or pity felt for ohpaliv
persecutors of godsgoda cause and for
toethe cowards who prefer to desert their
wives and children rather than suffer
the paltry vengvengeancebance of man

we havebave assembled here at this time
to express our confidence in you to
offer youyon encouragement and affection
when you stand before thothe judge we
do not doubt what your course will
be and when you are cast into prison
remember that hundreds of those who
know and esteem yoncou are offering
prayers in your behalfbeha1I

there is no disdisgracerace in the fate to
which you are voluntarilyvoluntarily going the
ignominy with which our oppressors
would like to write your name and his-
tory shall turn to words of golden
praise the insults which they wouldwoula
heap upon your head shall become a
crown of glory
elwe pray that you may be protected
and preserved in the truth though
the stony waway shall be en shrouded aat
times in cold darknessarkness may your afeeifeet
never falter but may you be able to
walk erect tuto that chini nrL gateate whichch
stands oleu at the end of fifelifes toil
somesoine journey

A better day will sometime dawn tosfoil
the pure in heart a day when corrup-
tion willbewill be cast from high places and
righteousness be exalted in the earth
then will ayour beward come may it
be a blessing and triumph andsaviorsmamay we
be sharers with you ot0 our saviors
glory is the rayerprayer of your

AND SISTERS
ogden herald

tyrannical potentiality
the following article on the edmunds

monstrosity Is taken from the chicago
current which is a very pronounced
opponent otof polygamy and mormon-
ism

the supplementary mormon billsupplementarypassedassed the senateenate4 st jacksons day
itrt is beyond contention anywhere that
the united states is a sovereign at
least in its territories it has before
exercised its despotic power a ffamousamous
example tota time of profound peace
being the reign of boss shepard in
washington now the same tyrannical
potentiality is to be let lose unon the
polygamists it is the civil way of ac
compcon lishing the work of an army
man killers we hope the
may so accept it professor ropes in
hisbis book sasayss philosophicallyally of the
jacobin caulclub that it was necessary for
that esteemed society to take away the
dearest right of menen to live in many
thousand cases Tforor the purpose of im-
pressing on mankind the doctrine of
the somewhat lesser right of men to beb
ffreeree and equal before their country

inasmuch as the inhibition against
polygamyagamy has already been put on
themhem they should exhibit no great
wonderwonder at the second project of mr
edmunds and now of the senate
which establishes as mormon pastors
fourteen horriblehorlible gentiles who will
take tithes revise accounts and cut
onoff trade in europe nothing further
from the arlt of our institutions than
this is has ever been attempted in
legislation the abolition of0 slavery
however repugnant to our constitu-
tion was still in perfect barmharmonyGny with
the opening sentence of the declara-
tion of independence but this fed-
eral assumption of the beneficesbeneficedbenefi ces of
the saints this turning of a bakers
dozen of office seekers into the
largess of a rich ecclesiastical corcorpor-
ation

por
exhibits in all its gravity the

problem to which mr edmunds one
of the greatest students of govern-
ment whowao ever lived has given his al-
most undivided attention as a public
servantrvan t Mmrr edmundsedmundsssaysa s ththeechuchurchach
of latter day saints can bebe reduced to
a law abiding religious corporation by
the workings of his project when made
law that assertion of belief is our
bestbeat reason for taking extraordinary
action

this terrible
wonder of even the salt lake city
patriots and gentiles was passed by a
vote of 38 to 7 and probably sev
eral of the seven would have voted
for it to save it thirty two senators
with shaky nerves were absent the
house may not stop long on the pas-
sagesa of the bill and as the president
iinn december wrote a high school essay
on the delights of the anti polygamous
fireside we advise the mormonscormons to go
to mexico at once the polygamous
bishops are too old to learn the
tricks mr edmunds has in store for
them the current hopes the medi-
cine we are about to give the mormonscormons
may never be prescribed for our own
body politic perhaps there would be
auan honester cruelty in sending an army
to run salt lake as butler ran new
orleans and the majesty of civil law
and liberty might not get bed


