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FEARFUL FLOODS ADAND GREAT

LOSS OFOV LIFE AsA RAILWAY
VIADUCT IVASHWASHEDgD AWAY

f

from the accounts which reach us of
thee floods in yorkshire derby lanca-
shire and the adjoining countiescountiesiea they
appear to have been hiommore atalfatal and de-
structivetive than any which have occurred
for many years in england

the flood at leeds on friday week
viasmeswas the highethighest ever known thetho val-
ley of the aire to a very great width
waswag inundated nearlydearly throughout the
whole of its length from above skipton
to keighley bradford appleby bridge
kirkstallKirkstall I1leedsleeds and ontn to thothe hum-
ber the river inundated househoused ananoant
warehouses at leeds it cestrdestroyed0
large amount of property rentenrenderingderin
many dwellings uninhabitablein theltheir
basement storeystoreysstoreys4 and makingmalingmarmaling several
of the streets impassable by
sers carts wagons and other vehicles
were brought into requisition toietolenabi
them to go from one part of the town to
another 1several persons were driven
from their dwellingsand sought succour
at the central police office at the
alii where temptemporary ttetLeaccommodation
nd refreshments werewed provided forfoi
hem ir 1 1

i t- kt
among the premieea inundated in

were those of the leeds exear
cstosticesnoss newspaper the avatwaterr entered
lietie lower story of the building atheto the
depth of about nivefive fefetqt ndind did con-
siderablemidsidid damage eades puttingpatting a stop
io10 thetho printing of the paper which NVrabras49
joing on at the time

the flood wswas at its heheightlit shortly
aforebeforeefore midnight and hadhao
diminished about aft at leeds
bridgeuridge at daylight on tetietle itarday
morning still the river walswagwas beybevseveralr
feet above its usual I1levelevel andaud aaiafia ibitwiilislilss
point we have to recordtecora oneagne veradisvery dis-
tressing fatality about a quarter toth
seven on the saturday morning
from twenty to thirty persons were
otanding on a landing or jetty near
leeds bridge at the bottom otof Briggate
watching the flood in the river and tilethe
wreck on the surface when the founda-
tion on which they were standing gave
way andani they fellfal into the torrent
several were drowned

Aceaccording to the investigations which
have so far been made it appears that
but ten out of the thirty peoplehoople who
were precipitated from the jetyjetty have
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been saved and from the rapidity with
which the water was flowingalov ing it is pro-
bable that some time must elapse before
the whole of the missing bodiesbodler will be
recovered and even gheantthen at a consider-
able distance downdowd the river the
damage done to tbtheearlousvariousearious craft moored
in the river has been very serious at
one in the morning the water
stood about three feet above the landing
wharfs and the man stonesstone who bshas
been employed on the river for forty
years pronounces this to have been the
highest flood within his recollectrecollectionan
he was obliged to sit up the whole of
the night to watch his vessel and he
states that from seven on friday
evening until about wreethree on the
following morning a very large number
of oil casks were washed away which
could not be estimated at a less number
than

A great deal of damage was done inin
the outskirts of leeds the local mer-

ryeuryrury says in kirkstall road the flood
rose to a great height persons who
travelled over it in cabscaba having to un-
dergoergo thothe unpleasant ordeal of riding
inin some parts as high as the seats of
their conveyances withamswilliams forge
was completely flooded all work was
suspended and the horses had to be re-
moved from the stables at kirkstallKirkstall
a culvert burst at the top of the bank
and the water rushed down the decliv-
ity inundating the lower parts of the
houses in its course and necessitating
the tenants seeking some securer abode
the scene at the railway station at
kirkstallKirkstall baffles description thotile river
which flows by the sideaide of it burst allali11

its boundaries and embracing the
whole of the tramway in its folds flowed
on free and unfettered leaving no other
distinction between its natural and its
adopted course than here an overturned
porters box and there the remains of
what had served to give the passengers
accommodation while waiting for the

t trains the water flowed along the line
inalilalna deep rapidlapid stream as farfai as the eye
could reach while the fields in thewe vvi-
cinity were at one timefline flooded

as fivelive or six feetfoet tha ground on which
the abbey bands shared thethy samesamo fatebate
as inqit neighbours but fortunately the
flood did not reach thethel nidefidefinholdoldoid ruin it-
self of course it was absolutely im-
possible for trains I1inU the latter parlor
the day to deacreachh timetire station they hadbad
abeto be stopped some distance froin it and
the passengers wereelenteleftleft to midfind their
way as beat they co- idcoldcould to leeds thel
bridge at KirKs tailtall forge hmhas been com-
pletely
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undundermined the bridge on thothe
branch lin leading to the
suffered such injuries as to render it
entirely useless A huge boiler swepswept
frofrominthethe chemical works of
tunstallTuhstall was hurled against it aitoraltorr
gether destroying its supports at tha
forge itself immense damage has beebeau
done the watervater havinghaying extinguishextinguishedeq
the furnaces and covered the entire
works to the depth of severaldeveral feet thoth
offices were flooded andnha one enidend of a
small e was carried away by
the

I1aeaccumulationmutationmulation of material the
water appears to have played thetile msmosimost
fantfantasticatioatlo tricks in the worksonksorrs removinge
heavy passes of iron to all imaginable
sspots andnd floatefloatingI1ing iain moirtheir place tar

I1bpbarrelbarrei planks of wood and othother atiarixi
I1

cles from the adjoining premisere ekbavetqV

kirkstallKirkstall forge the favalleyvaileyleyios wswas coneiecoverervereaco
with wateravater andnd but writhe devastation
caused by suehsuch an inundation the

picturesque
imoonlight at the chemical writswrita c
coupled by mrnir tunstall the flood which
had risen with great rapidity swept
everything moveablemoveablymoveable before it and the
failfamilyailyally had to makemaueh hurried escape
mrirr tunstallTun toiltoll who was sufreringsuffering
illness beingbeangbeing taken out of the chamber
window two or three large tubular
boilersbollerboilerSj used for storing ahrcarddwewereweno bwsweptentept
into thothe river and one waswn carried iwitit
great force against the buttresses f t11b
railway bridge leading to kirkirkstallKirkstallestalI1
forge the wooden railway bbridgesI1

across thetho riverr at xebewlayiaklaylak and Calcaicalverlycalverleyverleverie
i remainedemalemai riedtied so far as could bbed ascertained

without material injury and tethe samisamebamesame
remark napplieslieslles 0t the line generally up
to appleby beyond ththis8 point the
destructionon was most sersorseriousgorlodloulod the line
on leaving appleby station passes
through a cutting andrupand up to fri
day afterafferafternoonpoon was carriedearned thence bynbyuby
viaduct across the valleyvailey which opensopens
outdut here in a broad flat of land through
which flows the aire before reaching
appleby bridge this viaduct was sub-
stantial of ten or twelve arches and
rising a considerable height above thetite
riveriverr it was built of stone and not
only hadfidd everymry appearance of strength
but it has carried for maltymaitymany lrealieayearsjears otnot
fewer than 12001 trains a day includingincluded
heavy mineralminera1l and goods trains aa
friday morning week it was observeobserver4
that thetho valley was flooded and as the
day advanced the water increased aandna

ultimately covered the valley from one
side foto the other still no anxiety was
felt on the matter but the currentswept
on with great force and thetho soil being
light and friable the current1 1 rapidly
undermined the foundations of the but-
tresses

r

and during tilethe afternoon there
were indications that the viaduct was
livingwaygivinggivingwayway about four one of
of the buttresses sank and an arch fell
this was followed in succession by the
fall of the other arches and in a short
time there were left standing only two
buttresses the solitary remnant of the
rularuinruinruia which had taken place the result
is most unfortunate not only as regards

i thetile interests of the company but the
trade of the district more especially as
the restoration of such a structure must
be a work of tinietime the engine belong-
ing to thetile goods train which peufeu inn re-
mained in the river but the guards
van and trucks wewerere washed down the
stream

the inundation has been attended by
I1 great loss of life along the valley of the
calder at dewsbury eight or ten alivss
havlenhave been lost by the floods i

in the neighbourhoodneighbour hood of thornhill11ll
lees dewsbury mills thelitheilthe bodflood has
made great havoc and several lives

1 have been sacrificed at a late hour on
friday night a terrible accident occur-
red A cart belonging to mr chates
worth and driven by a man
named john thorpe was coming in the
direction of dewsbury when the vehi-
cle was swept into the river and several
persons who were riding upon it per-
ished the cart containing the driver
mr thomasthornas wild of thornhill mr
whittakerWhittalierailer tailor and draper north-
gate and his two sons matthew and
william together with a young manmail
a clerk in the savilleavilleSS estate office was
passing along the road leading fromarm

cleaford road to fallfalk lauelane the water

beingnpgup to thetho honeshorses bellybeliy at the time
and rapidly rising wilen the surging
waves beating against the wall on the
westidest side burst it down and carriedearned the
carlandcarcartcurt tandand its living freight through the
boundboundaryaryarv wall of thetho dewsbury mills
yardsard and hurled the whole into deedeepdeedP
water ahaadd some efthemof them into the river
below mr whittaker and his sons
were drowned and so there is reason
to fear wasAs mr wild the driver was
drowneddionne

0

o the clerlandclerkclerkandand a person
named stead were saveddred byliy swimming
on to theahe roofroot of a house A youth

fligg was also drowned aboyA boy
named hirst from thornhill lees haabaa
been washed away

the bood in tilethe wakefield district
has turned out to be thethe heaviest aridarld
momosti disadisastrous ever known to have

i

visitevisitedld the neighbourhoodneighbourhood there was4
ververyy greagreat excitement and alarmaarm in the
towntown all the friday nighthight people who
were desirous of leaving by way of
Ariadge end or westgate common had
pa mirewirehi re vehicles and even those parts
of the fowntown were dangerous to
cromerom lihin many streets access to dael 1

lings vvhsas impossible on westgate
carrimoncoreornimonrimon any mode of conveyanceconvey anceanco was

d by thetile I1 ppolicesice after eight
Mas the hudhad fallen in

teretoreseveralralrai undand two or three gartscartscarts
andadd abscabs had geenveenbeen colittconsequence
towards sven breight bolock a ofir
gotat abroad thauthai 1 of childrenchildr

a been drowned in Aa low lying eratoeramoall r
er named brooksbankbrooks bank 1 a locality alhl

wholly by irish the
chief constable and a number of younkyoungyoun
gentlemen nobly came forward to reren-
der asaistance evading ap toktOitheir arm
pit the children on their backss
alao on04 the baak of the
stream loudlouojy cheered the party as they

1 approached is near the
prison and CapcaptaintairA armytagearmitageArmy tage the gd
vernor placed wethe industrial homert
thothe disposal of the authorities and in it
thehe homeless people were fed and housed
for the night numerous instances of
the copcoucouragerage devotion and benevolence
of the townspeople mightwight easily be mul-
tipliedti up thetherriveniyerriVer towards and above
ajornorburyhorburyury and down towards stanley
the floods course is marked with equally
destructive effects it would be impo
ablo to gleglogivegie any detaileddetailerdetailealiea account of the
losses sustained but some deaadea may be
formed of the extent of the devastation
when it is stated that the damage done
iip meerskeers wadeswadea cloth milldill mrarleeslees
worsted manufactory Aless rs mackie
aasimifimi arrmr harts corn warehouses and
ililii Wilwllsonsgons soap works will not in
I1anylinysany instance fall shortabort of 1000 and
these areare only on a par with the injuries
dane to bainses mill at horbury

sandersongregory and sandbandbander-
son

r
bonosono bornonnorn haigis

mrnin cloys agricultural im-
plementclement works Aless rs greens iron
foundry mr withams forge and other
immense establishments situated on the
calders shoremore the district which hss

puchuch an awful visitation is a
thickly populated one Colcoicollegeslenes have
beenbeef flooded vessels stranded live stock
carried off farms hedges walks and
suchlike landmarks destroyed in fact
all mannermahner of things all trades and in-
numerable individuals have fallen vic
tims to the general ruin there is not
one among the many factories standstandingilig
on the bank of the river in which seri-
ous and extensive damage has not beenbeell
done to the machinery and in which
at all events in every case work dladiadid
alotriot cease 1ib govIsevieralcral tninstancesstances not to bede
resumed again for weeks
at bradford thethib flood was very dis-

astrousastsstrohs for fivefideor six boursnursours the streets
were quite impassable and the cabmencabeen
and wherry men were busily engaged to
convey people from one side of the town
to the other through the deep streams
the surrounding didistricts shared in the
calamity worth valley which com-
municatesmuni cates with airedale at keighley
was filled with an immense flood and
great destruction ofor property was the
result considerable damaredamage is done to
a hewdew line of railway which haslifts for
some yearsears been in course of construc-
tion under difficulties in that valley
many mills and dwelling houses were
flooded in severalbeveral parts of the valley
and great damage to property waswaa the
consequence

on the saturday morning some thou-
sands of acres of land at doncaster were
under water consequent upon thelvertraver
flow of the don within the memory
of man there has been no such flood
in fact the water came so speedily that
many farmers were unable to remove
their stock from the fields carcasses
of beasts and sheep passed down the

stream and the craft in tuethe ri
sussuAsustainedtined considerable dam liilikeIL y-a
seven sheep were Wwashedled boucout off a nieldfield
near doncaster and perished and itift is
feared that many hundredseds havehavil been
lost t

on the friday a horse and carteartpandaud
the driver passing oyerover th bridge from
near the assize courtsCourt9 manchestereiter
into salsaisalfordford were swept away by a
strong deep current of water acrossduross the
bridge and were lost A tetory
building belonging to Alessrs eakettiakett
and co engraversengravers close by the allIliirwellarwellwellweli
fell owing to the water weaweakeningweakkenigeulscuiSg the
foundationsfoundationsi and one of the men inhi their
employ was swept away by the flood
his dead body was found i neadnearnean tho
victoria bridge A man inin lower
broughton was wading through the
water along a footpath when he slipped
into a holebole cut for the foundation of
soinespine buildings and was drowneddrown90

during the friday evening week
while the flood was rising the work-
shops and some of the mills on the
weswebwesternternterp side of Jrprestoneston had for hours
before that time been inundated and
closed and as the current of water
whickwiloh ran thirthroughthiroloU h somegome of thelthe streetsibets
atiatt tenortenonten or twelve miles an hohouryur con-
tinued to increase in volume and im-
petuosity those who bad removed their
fumfurnitureiture and wakemup theirtheli quarters
in the bed rooms became moreore
sive and several efthemof them hailed1161liedliea passing
boats sailed to the bottom of fisher
gate aillhui and then proceeded the
town to thothe iaolAohousesuses of theirthein brindsds
those who remained in their deluged
houshousesbouseseshadhad of necessity to put
every possibleposbible inconvenience iometomegme
personsdersons had to keep their pigs upstairs
ann4 the tenant of ribblekibble cottage haahad to
accommodate a horse iniuolleoneoile room during
the night in additionto the horse
he had to find places of security in his
house for two or three pigspigs at oheone of
the mills in walton all the operatives
were thrown out of worl- andI1 thehe
ririsingsing water barely allowed themtimeilme1 time
to escape at ribBibhesterchester a village
higher up the valley several of the in-
habitants bahad to bo carried away from
their cottages which were alarmingly
inundated farmtarmparm housesboises and
ings all along the bank of the river
were swamped at longsideLon gride a neigh-
boring village whichchich stands on con-
siderablysiderably higher ground northwards
houses roads ac were flooded to a0
serious extent the highway between
garstang and preston was nearly im-
passable in some parts and much land
on the banks of thetile brock and the
wyre was deluged1 for miles A youngyoun9
man named harrison was drowned
whilehilebile bringing a horse and cart from
cottam to preston between preston
and kirkham miles of land were under
water and on some portioportionsns of thotha
preston and wyre railwayhallway the trains
had to pass through ditches of water
three feet deep the footboardsfootboards odthe
carriages were out of sight and it was
feared that the engine fires would tebe
extinguished but thisfaila was fortunately
avoided loads of broken piecesnieces of
timber supposed to be portions of
wrecked vessels were washed into the
estuary of the ribblekibble atatLy tham at
brackpoolblackpoolBlackpool there was not a very rough
sea running butbat the overflow of water
which came from drains and rivulets
flooded the cellars of many houses ex-
tensivelyten many farm houses and out
buildings in the fyldecylde were surrounded
with water and miles of land were
partially inundated many of the foot
walks adjoining the river at preston
were nearly washed away the embank-
ments had in several places been broken
down and the foundations of one of the
adjoining inns were laid bare totw the
very bottom A man named crock
who lives at this inn has lost nearly
twenty pleasure boats at walton the
mill of calvert brothers has
been daiddaindamagedaged to the extent of
and injury has been occasioned in and
about the village which cannot be
covered for much less than

at wigan the incessant rain caused
a flood the like of which liagilagha never
before seenseea in the district the water
rose gradually and it extinguished the
boiler fires at nearly the whole of the
cotton mills and iron foundries situated
near to the river in the borough of
wigan while large numbersnumber of poor
people were driven from homes and put
to the direst straits to save the scanty
furniture

the river bawd which runs ahrthroughough
the township of skelmersdale near
ormskirkOrm burst its banks inandd rushed
rapidly into the bawd vale coalminecoaleoal mine
fortunately the men employed at this


