Tt might be well for the ministers | tagion now steadily gaining ground.

to take up a personal labor with
Orlando W. Powers, on account of
the potent influence he wields asa
politician over the ‘‘Liberal*’ city
officials. Bhould success attend an
effort at his conversion it is not im-
probable that something may be
done to induce the Clity Council
and officers to take effective steps to
stem the tide of nnchristianlike and
fllegal conduct that has lately begun
to flow. Judge Powers says he does
oot want to see the people of Balt
Lake *‘too good.” Whetlher this
desire is based upon an ap-
prehension oo the part of the
astute politician that in the event of
popular goodness reaching a high
state of development he would be
left behind In uncomfortable isola.
tioh, we are not prepared to say.
Whether or not this is the case is
best known to himself. Be thisas
it may, there seems to be no fmme-
dinte prospect of an excess of good-
pess showing itself as a result of
“Liberal?”? rule.

After operating on Judge Powers
the ministers might give some at.
tention to a new fleld for Christian
endeavor, which is suggested by
the following from the issue of May
6th of the paper which the clergy-
men’s association have regarded as
their journalistic oracle:

‘“There_was quite a erowd at the
Drivinﬁ Park yesterday, where num-
orous horses woere trotted about for
the admiration of the crowd. "Mike
Fitzgerald’s Cigar shnt out Jack
Smith’s black gelding in a mile race,
and then served Thoroberg’s horse
the same way, winning $40 and $10
ggrses reapectively, besides some side

ts. Time, 2:37% and 2:40, A crowd
will be out next Sunday. "

Here is horse racing, gambling
anond general nolsy desecration of
the Sabbath in a wholesale way.

The most disreputable attempts
have lately been made to paini the
moral past of this city black, inorder
to excuse the jonseness of the present
and probable deep depravity of the
pot very distant future; yet day
after day lnnovations upon the do-
main of decency are being chroni-
cled that have herefore had com
paratively no existence within this
municipality. Thus the logic of
facts smashes the “refuge of lies.*

Those who voice the moral senti
ment of the majority of the people
—Latter-day Balnts—can do some
thing toward preventing the eity
being overwhelmed with the more
debaaing phases of modern civiliza-
tion by raising thelr voices against
corrupting innovations. . The ma-
jority can at least, as a body, keep
aloof from the degrading moral con-
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But the Christian ministers ought
to have a much more potent influ-
ence in the field of actual work, as
the !abor necessarily must be cun-
ducted among their own kind—in a |
political sense. Judge Powers con-
sulted the clergymen on mat-
ters  pertaining to the late]
municipal election. He also con-
sulted on the same subject, the
c:laps referred to in the paragraph
guoted above. How would it do to
have another all reund consultation,
with a view to stopping the streain
of wickedness whose volume is
rapidly swelling? Seeing that the
members of the Ministers® Associa-
tion engaged in election campaign
work they are entitled to have some
influence upon the preservation
of a respectable degree of moral
purity iu this city. Their recent
course after laboring ineffectually
with the City Council has not much
power—confining their efforts to
preaching special discourses upon
the sanctity of the Sabbath and the
beauty of sound wmorality. As re-
proof and exhortation have, by
many of them, to be directed to-
ward vacant seats, such treatment
i8 largely abortive. Active work,
in which officials who are peglect-
tng their duty. and law-breakers who
are demolishing moral safeguards
can be reached, is the only labor
that will count againet existing
WIongs.

SENATOR BECK. |

SENATOR BECK arrived from
New York at the Baltimore & Po-
tomac depot in Washington, at four
o’clock on Baturday, May 3rd, and
a few moments after leaving the
cars, and before leaving the station,
he dropped dead. Our dispatches
parrate the the particularas of the
gad occurrence, which was a shock
to the entire country,

James Burpie Beck wae born in
Dumfriessliire, 8Scotland, Feb. 13,
1622. and hence was in his §bth
year, He received an academic
education in his native country,
whence he migrated to Kentucky,
with his parents, while still a young
man locating in the ity of Lexing-
ton. He chose the bar as his profes-
sion, graduated from the law de-
partment of TransylvaniaUniversity,
and was admitted to practice in
1846, For twenty years he devoted
his time and energies to thiscalling,
refusing tv become n candidate for
office,

But in 1866 he was offered and
accepled a nomination for Congress,
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and was elected to the Houge of
Representatives. He served four
successive terms in the lower house,
when, in 1876, he was elected to the
Senate. He took his seat in that
augunrt boudy, the highest position to
which a foreign born citizen can be
elected under our government,
March 4, 1877, and was twice re-
elected. His third term would have
expired in 1885, Lut it had come to
be expected that he would retire
before thut time, oo account of
failing health, though his sudden
taking off was entirely unex, ected.

Senator Beck posvessed a power-
ful and comprehensive mind, and
was a statesman of great ability. His
labors aga legislater were devoted
more to economie¢ than other gues-
tions, thongh he was not lacking in
versatility, nor ability as a debater.
He had given much attention to the
tarift and currency questions, and
was an ad vocate of free trade, and
generous iegislation towards silver.
His reputation for probity stands un-
guestioned, and in his death the
Democratic party loses one of its
ablest lenders and exponents.

AMENDMENTS TO THE STRUBLE
BILL.

A pounr three weeks ago we pub-.
lished the text of the measure
known ag the Struble bill, which
aims to disfranchise all Latter-dny
Baints in the Territory of Utah.
8ince then the bill has been amend-
ed 8o as pot to make an offense of
monogamous celeatial marringe,
aveolding a coostruction which
might bave been put vpon it, aud
the following has been added to the
second section:

“Any person who shall take said
oath shall be entitled to have hia name
entered on the registry for said elec-
tion; but if he swears falsely he shall
be deemed guilty of perjury, and on
conviction thereof shall be punished
accordingly.”

A pew section to be knowwn as
section 3, is also added, as follows:

“That any person convicted of the
erime of perjury under the provisions
of this act,or the act hereby amended,
or to which this actis supplemental, -
shall have the ri?rht to appeal upon
any question of law or fact to the
Supremie Court of the Uniled States."

The effect of the clause mdded -o
section 2 is to curtail the unlimited
authority herctofore assumed by
registrution officers in passing judici-
ally vpon the question of .an appli-
cant’s right to take the registration
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oath. Under this = bill the
registrar is made no more
por less than he is supposed,

on the principles of common sense
to be, n ministerial officer. He must



