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center in response to theibe efforts of
musicians of that faith intoautelliili
gent people will be slow to
believe that a community can be very
bad when it enthusiastically encour-
ages the divine art from which the
spirit of worship and refinement tois al-
most inseparable

wowe look therefore with satisfaction
for the approach of the great musical
festival to be held in the tabernacle
next mouthmonth aad with pleasure note
the engagement for the occasion of two
renowned singers emma thursby the
soprano and whitneytuey the basso

the management of the festival are
to be congratulated upon the prospects
of its bucce and there is no doubt
that it will prove an event of note
inia local mumusicalical history that the at

will be large and the fin-
ancial returns satisfactory seems
equally weil assured that the result
in every way may be such as to seimu
latealate a repetition of such eventsevento is much
to ingibo desired

redemption OF ARID LANDS

THE agitation looking to action by
congress for the reclamation of the arid
landsland belonging to the government has
been taken up in the western com-
mercial Coricongressgres now in session at
kansas city apayeraper written upon
the subject by A H dode youyoungng of the
san francisco chronicle read before
that body presents some of itsito phases
in a manner well calculated to arrest
wide spread attention mr de young
giveselvee as an estimate of the amount of
land now worthless because of aridity
but which might be reclaimed fifty
million acres and hebe gives as the esti-
mated cost of reclamation five dollars
per acre

he admits that tois a largelane
sum for which to ask the government
but urges that the outlay would be only
temporary and that even this enorm-
ous sum would quickly be returned to
the national treasury by the rapid salemae

at advanced price of the reclaimed
lands the paper recognizes an ob-
jection to the government engaging in
a speculative enterprise but in reply
argues that it has a right to improve
and enhance the value of itsito own prop-
erty by a proper expenditure of the
public revenues

notwithstanding all that can be said
in favor of mr de youngs plinplan ob-
jections will be urged against it of a
character in line with some that have
been stated in opposition to the propo-
sition for a postal telegraph govern-
mental control of railways etc the
past experience of the american peo-
ple has taught them the necessity of
avoiding the multiplication of

tunit les for jobbery and political cor-
ruption which could hardly be pre-
vented in the carrying out of mr
deyoungeDeYoungls planplain

the greed for land which so emi-
nently characterizes the Aangloglo saxon
race will impel them to a solution otof
this great problem and the aridand landslanda
of this country will in time be re-
claimed whether public funds shall be
appropriated to the purpose or not

1

THE KANSAS FARMERS ALLIANCE

thisTHE kansas farmers alliance hashaft
made a name for itself that is world-
wide independent of the fabb that it
discovered bookless jerry simpson and
senator peffer of the luxuriant whisk-
ers it has mide a record in the annals
of legislation it knocked all the
pharencephorence out of the iridescentiridisirid lecentcent ingaingalls
and probably it had something to do
with the resignation of mr edmunds
at all events it has made a name that
will cling to it for some time

the latest development in the po-
litical economy of that alliance is
what is now evoking comment of vari-
ous kinds this scheme tois the con-
structionst of a trunk railroad from vasteast
to west through kakansas with branches
reaching to every important contrecentre in
the state the main line it is pro-
posed will be built by the state gov-
ernmentern ment and the branches by the
county boards this project isin in
truth a practical one and within the
domain of possibility but is it seusensiblesible
corwiseor wise kansaskano has an tinimmensemouse rail-
road mileage more than tny other
state except illinois there are sev-
eral

v
systems that are not paying the

stocks and bonds of these lines aream in
the market and if the allianceAlliancesoso de-
sires it could very quickly acquire a
controlling interest in one of them

several newspapers view thisscheme
with gravity that borders almost on
the ludicrous among them the
chicago tribune which points out a
number of impedimentsimpedimenta handling the
matter as if it wtw re the outcome of a
congress of international political
philosophers there is very little use
in arguing with the kansas allianoalliance
bemusebecause it lain in no woodmood for argument
let itfleetmet to work and raise the

necessarynecee eary to build the proposed
road then enter on the construeconstructionCti
and it will soon learn a lemon for
one state in the centre of the country
to attempt to ameliorate the transpor-
tation evils of the nation by a state
railroad lain the wildestwildcat kind of absurd-
ity granting that the kansas road
were built and that it moved grain at
cost from meteast to west what benefit
would it be to the farmer who should
use other roadsroada to transport his pro

duceducefromfrom kansas to chicago or new
york

the kansas farmers have been edu-
cated ioin national politics through party
schools for the past thirty yearsyear and
this quixotic scheme is the result of
allail their education it shows that a
correct solution of economic problems
can be arrived at only by studying
each on its merits irrespective of
party or of personal interests

THE FARM MORTGAGE EVIL

THE census bulletin published a few
months ago statedelated that abstracts of

of farm mortgagesmortgagee were ob
by the enumerators of the 1890

census the preliminary report hadbad
reference to iowa that state meas-
ures in area acres it was
found that over acres of that
area were covered with a mortgage in-
debtednessdebt edness of over at
first these figures created consterna-
tion inasmuch as it was inferred
from them that one tenth of the
statefatte was in the handsbands of money
sharks special agents were appointed
to inquire into this matter they found
that about 90 per cent of this indebted
netsness was incurred by purchasing farms
A man had not money enough to pur
chase a farm outright and had to lotjet
part of theoricethe price remain as a lien to be
paid off subsequently from his earn-
ings if the report of the special agents
is tcorrect then the mortgage evil is
not as bad as at first supposed this
system of part payment by mortgage
Preprevailsvitis largely in cities and it is not
regarded as indebtedindebtednessnew in the way of
loans

the farmers in kansas and in iowa
claim that the indebtedness was in-
curred by reason of depression in
agricultural products and that they are
justified in repudiating these mort-
gages either in the way of cheap
money or by legislation restricting the
operations of the money lender

mortgages incurred especially those
given in the purchase of land should
not be nullified to take such a stopstep
would be sociasocialisticlittle or

THE CONTESTED SEATS IN THE
CITY COUNCIL

THE remarks recently made in the
third district court by judge ander
son when theling came of folland vsvie
wolstenholme came before him have
occasioned a good deal of inquiry re-
garding the contecontestedested seats in the city
councilOo mr folland was one of the
candidates of the peopledpeopleits party elect-
ed from the third precinct mr
wolstenholme was the candidatecandidateofof the
liberal party he was not elected


