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I1 will read a portion of the slat chap-
ter of st matthew commencing at the

verse the speaker read from
the 2ard verse to the end of the chap-
ter ilehe then spoke as follows

A latter day saint or as he Is more
popularly known a 1131mormonormon read-
inging the new testament Is deeply im-
pressed with the simisimilaritylanty of the circlrciticiri
cum stances which surrounded jesus
and his disciples and those which have
surrounded illshis people in these days
he is also struck if he reads the bible
carefully both the old and the new
testament with the similarity of the
spirit with which the people ofof god in
ancient days were treated and those
who are his servants and illshis people
in these days

we live in a day and an age when it
Is verv fashionable to throw doubts
upon theahe bible it is almost looked
upon as a mark of inferiority in thoughtthou ht
andabid lain progress to manifest entire gebe-
lief in the bible or to accept it as it
was accepted in former times before
this unbelief became so prevalent
there tarelareare people who are called ad
danced thinkers in our age who look
upon themselves as having made such
progress that they have left the bible
behind and think it a mark of superi-
ority to express doubts concerning it
and its teachings and its history in
fact it is not an thing to
hear men who call themselves minis-
ters of jesus christ convey thoughts of
this character to their concongregationsarewre actions
from the pulpit I1 listened with ex-
traordinarytraordinary feelings last winter to one
of this class a professed minister of
jesus christ who seemed to have leftleft
the bible entirely behind him ortoor to
have laid it entirely aside and to
preach to the people the new philoso-
phy of darwin and others BOso called
adadvanceddanced thinkers

now there are ways left to us of
proving for ourselves the truthfulness
of blite history and especially of the
doctrines that are taught in the
bible god has not left his
people without a testimony or
deprived them of the means
of obtaining a knowledge for them-
selves concerning thauthai whichwilch has taken
place in the past it is frequently
asked bybr doubters howbow are we to
know concerning the truth of these
things well the latter day saints
have a very easy simpiesimple method which
if adopted will give entire satisfaction
to every one who entertains doubts
upon those subjects foramana man commence to investigate the
principles of the gospel as they are
taught bytheby the servants of god icareleareI1 care
not what his position may be how
gofoodiod a reputation he may navehave what
hisis standing in society may be if hebe
will turn his attention e investi-
gation of the principles of the gospel
of jesus christ as they arealre taught by
his servants he will suddenly awaken
to the consciousness pfaf the existence
of espirit in the world that Is precise-
ly like the spirit that was manifested
In ancient days against jesus and his
apostles be astonished if he
has had no experience in this matter
at the spirit of persecution and oppo-
sition that will be aroused by hisMs ac-
tion in this direction undand how quickly
his good name will be lost and how
quickly also he will be shunned and
avoided by his late companions and
associates and friends I1 have had it
frequently expressed to me as a mat

of01 day
saints should be so hated and
much evil should bespokenbe spoken concern-
ing them and people have been at a
loss to understand why this should be
this has been especially ahethe case
where men and women have been ac-
quaintedquain ted with the latter day saints
and their lives and the doctrines they
believe in they throughh this ac-
quaintance were sasatis fleaekreif that there
was no10 realreal ground for the dislike the
hatred animosity that were
manifested against the latter day
saints

it has been incomprehensible to them
that there should be such feelings en-
tertained against a people of such
ives and whose doctrines are so scrip-

tural and contain within themselves so
many pure and holy truths truths
which ifit practiced by men and women
wouldwohld bring them nearer to god but
this wonder has disappeared when these
individuals have shown an inclination
to espouse the principles of the gos-
pelreieel as taught by this church for they
haveave soon foundlound to their entire satis-
faction that the same animosity and
feelings that existed in the breasts of
those who are not of us was extended
to them the same spirit of hatred the
same feelings of dislike this is a re-
markable fact you who are here to-
day who belong to this church and
whoweeo embraced its doctrines ininlandsislandslands
where the elders went to preach thegogospelpelpei arearc witnesses in your own
persons of the truth of that which I1
state before the elders came to your
region or visited the town or the vil-
lage where you lived you dwelt with
bour associates in the utmost harmonyharmoay
there was nothing in your lives to
disturb the peacefulua relations which
existed you were one with thelandthemand
they were one with you your friends
doubtless visited youyon androuand you visited

them on terms of perfect equality and
of perfect friendship when the el
deridersider I came and began preaching the
principles of the gospel and you be
ganito manifest an interest in the doc-
trines you became aware that another
feeling audand another spirit had taken
possession of your former relatives
and 1friendsiid andbud that they lookedrlaaskanceskau att yyousou when you continued
your researches and investigations
you found that they shunned your so-
ciety and began to say evil things about
you and to break off the friendship
that had formerly been so dear this
has been your experience perhaps
without exception I1 am satisfied
that if this eftigcongregationregatlongation could
be interrogated respecting the effects
their espousal of the principles of the
gospel had upon their associates and
upon the neighborhood where theyahey
dwelt every one would state that
which I1 now state that their friends
turned their backs against them
withdrew their fellowship from
them that their friends ceased
to associate with them thatoattthe good name they hatlin society was
withdrawnw from them and that for no
other reason than the espousal of the
truthlruth they lost in many instances
their employment and were threatthreatenedenelenea
with other consequences of a most
serious nature if they should persist
in their adherenceadhe rance to 11

now this treatment which latter
day saints have received has been con-
fined to them men and women may
espouse other forms of religion and
not experience such concouconsequencessequences as
these they might become presbyter
ians or episcopaliansEpiscopalians or catholics ocor
join anyan otof the numerous sects of the
daidardaxday nvwithoutwithout arousing any particular
spspiritritnit of opposition there might be
prejudices in the minds of their fiendsfriends
against some forms of religion but
their prejudices would not take the
form of active hostility and hatred
against them because of their views or
of their doctrines but in so far as
the doctrines of the latter day saints
are concerned there seems to be no dis-
position whatever to tolerate them
and the spirit aroused has not been
satisfied with anything short of active
hostility in some instances of the most
desperate character let one who has
passed through this experience read
the new testament and the treatment
which the people of god received in
those days and he will see how
similar is the treatment extended
unto him to that which the
Hdisciplescpies 0of jesuses us received when
hee wawass upuponon the earth it any evi-
dencede ce werewere wantedW anted by such a personperson
of the truth of the hishig own ex-
perienceperi ence would ffurnish it to him

the latterlavter day saints of all people
upon the face of the earth have thestrongest reasons for believing in the
old and new testament they have
only to examine their own livesilves they
have only to be familiar with their own
experience to be satisfied that no
human being who had not been familiar
with these things could have given
such an account ass we find recorded in
the bible of the treatment of theprophets and the servants of god

this Is one form of evidence that is
furnished to us and that we have in
our poseposes slonsalon and it is a fornform of evi-
dence that can be seen by every ob-
server I1 have oftenolten thought that the
world will be condemned because of
the greatness of the evidences whichgodgodnaihas given connected with this work

evidences which are accessible to all
who will open their eyes to observe
them I1 do not speak now of the evi-
dence which the believer receives but
I1 speak of thasethose evidences that are
perceptible to those who are not of
our faith to the world at large I1 have
often thought that if I1 did not know
anything aboutabout this work butbat were to

through salt lake city and see a
people attending to their own affairs
minding their own business refraining
from interfering with theirthein neighbors

at peace one with
inine no disturbances having no
reis at least to speak of and then
hearaldhearbear allail that is said about their wicked-
ness about their disregard of law
about their disloyalty and about thedanger there was iuin alloailoallowing them to
remain as they are it seemsseenisloto me that
I1 would be struck and deeply impressed
byby it hereherd is a cityciti comcompara-
tively

aru-tiveyI1 free from drunkenness not
entirely but still more free fromfrom
drunkenness than cities generally arearc
of its size that have the character of
lentthehe populationpopulation it hisjaswithha with a turbu-lent classc ass close to us a city com-
parativelyively free from blasphemy a city
comparatively free from gambling acity comparatively freetree from riots andaud
from disturbancesdisturb ancis of the peace andviolations of good order if I1 could bea stranger herbandhere and should see thesethithingsngsiI1 would be compelled to inves-tigate and learn what is the cause ofall this hatred that exists therewould have to be something more thanis alleged against would seem tome to satisfy me and to put my mind torest concerning them because itif I1 hadtraveled I1 would know that in othercities a different condition of affairs
exists I1 would know that in newyork that in washingtonton itself andthat in all the leading cities ol01of theunited states crime of a hideous char-acter attended with more appallingconsequences is being practiced with-out inciting the least ceniucensurere it may
be said or calling forth any public
concondemnation from the chiechiefay execltive off the united states because of itsexistence or arousarousinginz either senatorsor members of the house toaction to put these evils downI1 say this would be the ef-fect it seems to me upon my mind 1Icould not be satisfied with the asser-
tion

r
that this people were polygamists

and therefore they were to be dreaddreadeded
that this people believed in a prophet
or in a priesthood or some hierarchy
that was dangerous to the country
and on that account should require
special mention from the executive of
the nationration and special measures of
the most terrible character to be
framed by senators and by members
of the house of congress of course
menmeu are differently constituted that
which would attract the attention of
one does not hava any effect upon an-
other but I1 often think the world
wlwillII11 be condemned because these evi-
dences which exist and which are open
to every observer respectrespectingim the char-
acter of the great work that god oueoneour
heavenly father has established on
thethe earth

I1 am bold to say that if any other
people but I1 mormonscormonsMormons hadbad done that
which we haye done in these moun-
tains if any other society upon the
face of the continent hadbad achieved such
results asa have been accomplished in
these valleys since the advent of the
latter day saints here there would
have been no end of praise bestoNbestowedsed
upon them because of their achieve-
ments and the importance of the labors
they hadbad performed instead of calling
forth praise that which we have done
has seemed to incite only feelings of
envy fear and dread the very fact
that we live tog union anand love
is urged against us as a reason why
we should be hated and why we
should be dreaded the very reason
that wo do not drinkithacthat we do not
commit whoredoms that we do not
abandon ourselves to the vices of the
age but seek to repress them and to
bringbring them into subjection and to
deacteach our children to refrain from
them instead of being a matter of
praise Is a cause of dislike and dread
and Isis urged against us as a reason
why something should be done with
dussome extra leasuremeasure enacted against
us

ought not this to strike thinking re-
flectingting unprejudiced people and
cause them to examine into a system
of this kind that has produced such
effects as these when a man reads
the bible when he reads the history of
jesus and of the apostles what does
he find A being holy beyond all
men pure undefiled walking like a
god in the midst of his generation
teaching men the purest the loftiestloftiest
the most exalted principles of moral-
ity this jesus did words of life
and wisdom and of salvation ever
fell ffromrom his holy lips one
might think the generation would havehave
recognized the beauty and the exceed-
ing great value of the precepts that he
taughttahauht that they would havebave suensaen in
1117his pure life something to admire
somethingi to fall in love with one
would nitnaturallyaurally think so and then
there were his disciples who followed
in hisills footsteps whose teachings were
of the same characteraracter leading men
from sin to righteousness pointingout
the path to heaven doing good wher-
ever they went bestowing blessings by
their acts and their labors upon the
people one might naturally think I1
say that such men would be received
by their generation as benefactorsbenfactors as
saviors in a certain sense but what
do we find why as I1 have reatreadreaf to you
from this record the wanted
to kill him because he taught purd
doctrine and because he came in con-
tact with their ideas and they would
have killed him long before they did
but that they feared the leopiepeople they
were hypocrites they didd not wantwand
the truth they were entrenched in
their own system in their own forms
of belief and any man that interfered
with them waswits in their estimation a
public enemy that should be destroyed
as soon as possible therefore they
hated jesusesus hated him what for
hated him for thethib wrongs he did no
hated him for the false doctrines that
ilehe taught no but they hated him
because he taught the truth they

not endure the truth and were
not willing to receive it but would
rather destroy the men or the man who
would teach the truth that did not fall
in with them and work with them
what did they care nowhow pure men
might be who would believe in jesus
and practice his doctrines they
cared nothing about that they
talked about purity but they did not
bantitwant it they talked about holiness
but it was offensive to them thafruits that resulted from the teachings
ol01 jesus and his disciples were fruits
which they did not desire althoUalthough94they were professed teachers of rright-
eousness

g
in the midst of the peoplee leilep

why was this it is easilyeasil exolaexplainede
by those who understand it it is be-
cause they were filled with thehe sspiritirit ofoi
their master the devil that Is tthee
reason they did not want the sspiritirit
of god they wanted spirit odtheoi the
evil one

it might have been thought that in
these days the whole religious world
would have welcomed with joy and
thanksgiving the testimony that was
given by the prophet of god I1 mean
the prophet joseph smith whenhen behe
came he made an announcement itwas not an kannoannouncement that was
contrary to announcements that had
previously been made by the people ofgod but was in consconsonancecnance and inharmony therewith the first testi-mony that joseph smith bore to the
inhabitants of the earth in his boyhood
was this that god had revealed him-
self to 1himfin that he hadbad seen him and
the lord jesussus now what was therein that testimony that men should have
been afraid of what was there inIII thetestimony that god had shown himself
to man once more that should have
aroused hatred and opposition andarld adisposition to kill it might be thought

that is without experience in ththeselesq

matters that every christian every
bible believer wouldgouid have said I1inn his
heart

thank goagoo if this be true I1 am
afraid it is not true but if itiribebe true I1
thank god with all my heart that he
has sookimspoken once more I1fromrom the heav-
ens

but what was the effect why ththee
effect was to make christian teachers
so called angry the effect was to
arouse the aeedeedeepest animosity and
hatred men who professed to believe
in jesus and who wanted to have com-
municationmunication from ulmhim according to
their own statements and who ex-
horted the people constantly to come
to jesus when they heard of the an-
nouncementno the bare announcement

of this great truth theynley grevy aam
1in their hearts and fefeltfeitt as if they woulduld
likeilke to shed the blood of thisthu young
man who bore this testimonyteitel what
an extraordinary manifestation of
hatred I1 what was there in it if it
were not true to disturb people and
ifit it were true why should not allail the
world have been glad of it what was
there about it to arouse these feelings
why the devil was mad that is the
truth of it and those who bad the
spirit of the devil were as full of
anger as he was just as
they were against jesus there was
nothing in the life of jesus nothing in
his teachings to excite animosity on
the there was everything to
foster love on the part of those who
desired righteousness but ilehe was
hated andang his life was sought after
and so when this great truth was an-
nounced by the prophet joseph that
once more the heavens had been opened
once more god had condescendeddescendedcon to
speak to man and reveareveal lIllshis mind and
his will unto him that announcement
excited the old animosity and hatred
that had been so long dormant the
same spirit of anangergerandand unbelief took
possession of those who heardbeard it they
were called christians too christian
ministers the ministers in fac
the most eager in seeking the destruc-
tion of joseph like the phariseesPharisees of
old they could talk about god and
about purity and everything of this
character but the moment that some-
one came in contact with them and 1

with their creeds and with their ideas
they verevere asa fullfall of bloodthirstiness
and hatred as the phariseesPharisees themselves
were

joseph smith afterwards made an-
other announcement which was that
angels had come and ministered unto
him and that through their adminis

the old authority that had been
so lalongiongng withdrawn from the earth
and through the withdrawal of which i

there had been so much confusion and
division into sects and parties that
that old authority had once more been
restored to the earth again what was
there about this to create the feelings
that it did what was there in taethe
sentiment that men should ffeareai iflfif11 it
were not true who would be hurt by
it who would be injured by the
statement if it was false some ffewew
might be but why should the world
be disturbed why should those who
possessed the truth be agitatedr whwhyy
should fear take possession of men
entrenched in the holy principles thatgod has revrevealedeared there was no rea-
son for this ffearear nor for any feelings
such as were manifested if it was
true why then ot course every man
should welcome it andard be gladgiad of it
and not be afraid of it this fiadfladIsa a char-
acteristicact always of truth and of those
who espouse the truth they are not
afraid of anything that may be
said as coming from god they
are willing thatisthat it should havehaq a fair
opportunity to be tested to be inves-
tigatedti and if there be no goodlood about
it to have that shown upon the surfaceyou will never find a people of god
who have the truthpersecuting another
people if they were to do so the
would cease to bathebe the people of god
itlt is the charactercharacteristicistle of the church ofgod that it near
to persecution it doesdots not fear the
announcement of any doctrine or any
principlecitieclyle or any form of belief or any
nocalso calcaicalleded revelation strong in the
knowledge that they lavehavehave the truth and
that godgod is with them such a people
can afford totd let false doctrine when
it manifestsests itself have the freedom of
action the right of agency whichwb ich god
has giveniven to every human being and
which every human being has a right to
exercise undisturbed by his fellow
man so long as he does not interfere
with the haplhappinessness and the lives and
the liberties of his ffellowellow man

butasbut as I1 have saidsald the bare announce-
ment that god had spoken the bare
announcement that angels had come to
the earth stirred up the whole religiousreligous
world it may be said to a frenzy
strange thing tuatthat so insignificant aperson naturally speaking as this boybuy
or man was should have created suchan excitement 1 but etwasit was the case all
around the neighborhood all around
the counties where he lived thenewsmews spread concerning him and the
religious societies were in a ferment
over him and over his statements andit gradually grew and it has grown un-
til todayto day the membersmember of this
church number in these mountains
scarcely peoplele men women
and childrenchildren anandieeseeththisS handfului of peo-
ple insignificant so fartar as numbers are
concerned disturbs the whole world
agitates christendom from its centre
to its circumference and calls forth the
thought the highest thought of the
leading minds of this nation from the
chief executive down to the penny a
liner who writes in the humblest news
1 per in the land Is it
able Is it not wonderful the very
factjact as I1 have said that we possess
the virtues that under other circum-
stances men admire and which philan 1

inmenen teach to their fellow ma-
nthe very fact that wenye possess theseto formlorm the chiefseem cause of dilike and are often the basis of thecharges that are made against nsus diddis
joseph smith ever teach a doctrine
that was not in strict accord with theprinciples that are contained init theholy book that book which iglar countedthe holiesthollest of all books by all christe-
ndom no man can put his finger poidoiLpot01a single principle uponuron a single doedoc
trine of this kind ulonuponI1 know that he ilihis
been accused maliciously and lilleh
accused of various acts butBu herdinherein
the doctrines that he taught embodied
in this volume the booibook oiddoctrine and covecovenants ittlien
are the revelations that behe re
pIR1 received from almighty god ththrobsron j
hisson jesus christ there is dotcot
single word of unrighteousness fa

them tested by standartstandarddlmorality known to man here is tit
translation he made of the bobkimormon examine it from the ftachapter in nephi to the last wordin
ether or of moroni or any of the prpr-
ophets and there is not a single sa8

tence not a syiable that is botdot ofottytk
purest the highest and the most 0
halted morality tested by the
standards known to mankmanxmankindind thatthai
books may undergo the most sevelseidi
criticism and they will emerge doaifromi I1

as I1 have said pure and
by every human being who loves toran
morality and truth j

these are thethee proofs of roajoa
smiths mission if he taught doobdoctor
that was not of god or that wawas 11
pure or that was unrighteous here r
the place to find it within tetin

books but there is not ode itthat can be found of this character j

joseph smith endeavored to lwinimps
upon all mendien with whom he caul
contact this great truth that KB
their privilege to aspire to a knowl
of god and a communication
face to face and that it waswa the
aelegebeofof every human beibelbeinggttohtok
thete holy01y ghost and the gifgiftsts ta
his life is full of these teachisiiii
fact it was the chief elementselemenelementtnli
teaching from first to lujlair
lift the people up from tedi
belief and ignorance and te
them into close communion
deity asserting that he had seendheend
that he talked with him face tobtotto b
that he had beheld the savior twtiati

had beheld holy angels and that rrt

the privilege otof all who would im
ilandit and exerciseexercisa faith before GgotiliiIII

I1

have this knowledge for theestheames1he did not say 1I am a prophet a
alone have this knowledge itt
served for me alone to enjoy ft

gifts I1 not at all but he saidsaldyouyouyon can nave the leall

well as myself it is your vileOjt

be prophets as I1 am to know godigoil
know him he did not set him

up as a man to rule over the papei
to be16 a despot or to be the I1
means of conveying the mind i

will of god to man he never tata
such doctrine as this bbutin t wienwhenwh
he went he taught the doctrinesmoltmollI1it i

described he taught pure moamon
he taught virtue read inthain this
of doctrine and covenants ali
says about it he that vf
women to lust after her shall deirdeil
faith and shall not have the spa
if he repents not he shall be castcam
that is the doctrine of joseph 9
or of god as taught through flld

smith a pure morality and a hihilhii
noble virtue the aduladulterer
drunkards the blasphemersblasphemers titthe
caners the bearers of false wit
all these characters he in the riii
eions which god gave him denotdenol
and pronounced upon them I1

ties through the power of ftA
the most severesevere character ilkllyhi
was alwaysalway set likeikeI1 flint against
form of evil what can be
cancall be more lustjust what can be
godlike than that which I1 have q

he that upon a wo
I1lust after her
lose the spirit of god adiani
much more is a man liable to lostDO
spirit who not only does i

gives rein to his lust and actuactuallyadlaBl

mits the physical sin and
the law of god by oversteppW4

14

bounds of virtue I1
now wherever he went these

i

results that followed the pA j
heart received his testimony igp- ithanksthankfullyully that god had once ispoken from the heavens andrenandrew
a testimony forfohfor themselves confcoffcodCOO

ing it but as it was in 1

times so it I1is now many barebavehaverabaversoreOred

the glad tidings of salvation Li
have rejected uietae chief cornelcorner 01yet this work will go forward 0

4

but a small power todayto day butbui 10
has filled the earth and willwin coincolnmop
to gereadspread and increase and
the onesthonest in heart
the efforts of those who fight1

40iga
it the phanisPharisphariseesees of this geigell

would if they had the power V

those who are engagedengage in it y j
would have armies here
let loose the dosdoggs of war amongwjpeople for what what lisils

done have weve made these 1
talus any worse than they werdwere
we came here arearc they anyady 10
rablerabiesl whatwhai have wwee done todto

itiall
any do we interfere with guyacara irightrh do we interfere vv
womanscomans nightright
one of their agency or of theirstheingv j
cannot every one in this land dorw i

if they wish to do so
worship god in any form they vjP

without with bawour meddling endereddercertainly they can ye have eebel 1

ed to ate 1promote peace wette eliideavored to put down kiwy
10 l iblasphemy whoredom sief Si sfevereveryT form of vicegandand our esob

still in that direction and will be


