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I will read a portion of the 21st chap- | has

them on terms of perfect equality and
of perfect friendship. When the El-
ders|] came and began preaching the
principles of the Gospel, and you be-
anjto manifest an interest in the doe-
trines, you became aware that another
feeling and another spirit had taken
possession of your former relatives
and friends, and that they looked
askance at you. When you continued
your researches and investigations
you found that they shunned your so=
ciety and began to say evil things about

youand to break off the friendship
that had formerly been so dear. This
been your experience, perhaps

ter of St Matthew, commencing at the | without exception. I am satisfled

20rd verse.

ter]. He then spoke as follows:—

A Latter-day

P
F:?g the New Testament is d
pressed with the similarity of
cumstances which surrounded

and His disciples and those which have | withdrew  their
ﬁls people in these days. | them,
e reads the Bible |to  associate with

surroudded
He is also struck, if

carefully—both the Old and the New | the good

[The speaker read from |that
the 23rd verse to the end of the chap- | be interrogated

nt, or, as he i8 more | Gospe

ularly known, & ‘“‘Mormon, _1?:- 3po:llt'the neighborhood where they
- “E

cir-| which I now state, that their friends

tiog. the. effects
respecting the effects
esﬁgm of the principles of the
1 upon their associates and

if this
their

every one would state that

turned their backs against them,
fellowship from

that their friends ceased

mm. m

name they had in society was

Testament—with the similarity of the | withdrawn from them, and that, for no

spirit with which the people of God in
ancient days were treated and those
who are His servants and His people
in these days.

We live ina day and an age when it
is very fashionable to throw doubts
upon the Bible. It is almost looked
upon as a mark of inferiority in thought
and in progress to manifest entire
liefin the Bible, or to accept itas it
was accepted in former times before
this unbelief became so0 prevalent.
There are people who are called ad-
vanced thinkers in our age, who look
upon themselves as having made such
progress that they have left the Bible
behind and think it -a mark of superi-
ority to express doubts concerning it
and its teachings and its history. In
fact it is not an' unfrequent thing to
hear men who call themselves minis-

othtrret:tm than the espousal of the
truth, they lost, in many instances
| their engluymant, and were threatened
with other consequences of a most
serious nature, if they should persist
in their adherance to “*Mormonism.”’
Now, this treatment which Latter-
day Saints have received has been con-
fined to them. Men and women may
espouse other forms of religion and
not experience such comnsequences as
these. They might become Presbyter-
ians, or E?lﬂcﬂplﬂiﬂnﬂ, or Catholics, or
join nwnlyn the numerous sects of the
da thout arousing any particular
spirit of oppesition. There might be
pre]luﬂiceu n the minds of their friends
against some forms of religion, but
their prejudices would not take the
form of active hostility and hatred
against them because of thelr views or

ters of Jesus Christ convey thoughts of | of their doctrines. But in so far as
this character to their congregations | the doctrines of the Latter-day Saints
from the pulpit. I listened with ex- | are concerned there seems to be no dis-
traordinary feeliags last winter to one | position whatever to tolerate them,
of this class, a professed ministerof | and the spirit aroused has not been
Jesus Christ, who seemed to have left | satisfled with anything short of active

the Bible entirely behind him, orto
have laid it entirely aside, and to
preach to the people the new philoso-
phy of Darwin and others, so called
advanced thinkers.

Now, there are ways left to us of
proving for ourselves the truthfulmess
of Bible history, and e ially of the
doctrines that are ught in the
Bible. God has not Jleft His
people without a testimony, or
deprived them of the means
of obtaining a knowledge for them-
selves concerning that which has taken
place in the t. It is frequently
asked by doubters—how are we to
know concerning the truth of these
things? Well, the Latter-day Saints
have a very easy,simple methed which,
if adopted, will give entire satisfaction
to every one who entertains doubts
upon those subjects. For instance,jlet
4 man commence to investigate the
principles of the Gospel as they are
taught by the servants of God—I care
not what his position maz be, how

od & reputation he may have, what

is stand in society may be—if he
will turn his attention to the investi-
gation of the principles of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ as they are taught by
His servants, he will suddenly awaken
to the consciousness of the existence
of a spirit in the world that is precise-
ly like the spirit that was manifested
in ancient days against Jesus and His
apostles. He will be astonished, if he
has had no extperienﬂa in this matter,
at the spirit o pgersacutlun and oppo-
sition that will be aroused by his ac-
tion in this direction, and how quickly
his good name will be lost, and how
quickly, also, he will be shunned and
avoided by his late companions and
associates and friends. I have had it
frequently e:(rress&d to me as a mate
ter of wonder that the Latter-day
Saints should be so hated and that so
much evil should be spoken concern-
ing them, and ple have been at a
loss to understand why this should be.
This has been especially the case
where men and woemen have been ac-
quainted with the Latter-day Saints
and their lives and the doctrines they
believe in. They, through this ac-
quaintance, were satisfled that there
was no real ground for the dislike, the
hatred and the animosity
l;;niéested against the Latter-day

nts. "

It has been incomprehensible to them
that there should be such feelings en-
tertained against a people of such
ives and whose doctrines are so Scri

tural and contain within themselves so | from

many pure ngdeﬂhgly trnthds—trul;hs, vinéntiuns g! good grdﬁr; lifl
ractic y men and women, | & stranger here-and should see

ng them nearer to God. But thinﬂsﬁe v

which, if
wonald b

that were | drunk

hostility, in some instances of the most
desperate character. Let one who has
ssed through this experience read
e new Testament and the treatment
which the people of God received in
those days, and he will see how
similar is the treatment extended
unto him to - that which the
disciples of Jesus received when
He was upon the earth., If any evi-
dence were wanted by such a person
of the truth of the Bible his own ex-
perience would furnish it to him.
The Latter-day Saints of all people
upon the face of the earth have the
ngest reasons for believing in the
Old and New Testament. They have
only to examine their own lives, they
have only to be familiar with their own
experience to be satistied that no
human being who had not been familiar
with these things could have given
such an account as we tind recorded in
the Bible of the treatment of the
prophets and the servants of God.
This is one form of evidence that is
furnished tous and that we have in
our posession, and it is & form of evi-
dence that can be seen by every obe-
server. I have oiten thought that the
world will be condemned because of
the tness of the evidences which
given connected with this work
—evidences which are accessible to all
who will open their eyes to observe
them. I do not speak now of the evi-
dence which the believer receives; but
is of thaose evidences that are
perceptible to these who are not of
our faith, to the world at large. I have

often thought thatif I did not know
anything ut this work, bat were to
travel through Salt Lake blt}r and see a

people attending to their own affairs,
minding their own business, refraining
from interfering with their neighbors,
living at peace one with another,creat-
f:fﬂnu disturbances, having no quar-

Is, at least, to speak of; and then
hearall thatis said about their wicked-
ness, about their disregard of law,
about their disloyalty, and about the
danger there was in allowing them to
remain as they are, it seems to me that
I would be struck and deeply impressed
by it. Here is a city compara-
tively free from drunkenness, not
entirely, but still more free from
enness than cities generally are
of its size that have the character of

€ population it has—with a turbu-
ent class close to us; a city com-
paratively free from blasphemy, a city

comparatively free from gambling; a
city comparatively free from riots and
disturhances of the peace and
could be

would be compelled to inves-

t his wonderhasdisappeared when these | tigate and learn what is the cause of

individuals have shown an inclination |all this hatred that exists.
to espquse the principles of the Gos- | would have to be something
hurch; for they |is

REI as taught by this
ve soon found to their entire satis-
faction that the same animosity and
feelings that existed in the breasts of
those who are not of us was extended
to them—the same spirit of hatred,the
same feelings of dislike. This 1s a re-
markable fact. You who are here to-
day who beloeng to this Church, and
who embraced its doctrines in lands
-where the Elders weat to preach the
Gospel, are witnesses in your own

Tt!.ll:fal.-ﬂ
more n
alleged against them,it would seem to
me to satisfy me and to put my mind to
rest cuncerntnlﬁ them; because if I had
traveled, I would know that in other

citles a different condition of aff
exists. 1 would know thatﬂinl lﬂg
York, that in Washington itself, and

persons of the truth of that which I
state. Before the Elders came to your
region, or visited the town, or the vil-
lage where you lived, you dwelt with
your associates inthe utmost harmony,
There was nothing in your lives to
disturb the peaceful relations which
existed. You were one with them,and
they were one with you. Your friends

doubtless visited you and you viﬂitedl

that in all the leading cities oi the
United States crime of a hideous char-
acter, attended with mere appalling
consequences, is being practiced with-
out inciting the least censure, it may
be said, or calling forth any public
condemnation from the Chief execu-
tive of the United States because of its
existence, or arousing either Senators
or meml':ers of the House to
action to put these evils down.
I say this would be the ef-
fect, it seems to me, upon my mind. I
't:‘.h(:m d not be satisfled with the asser-

and therefore they were to be dreaded;

that this people believed in a prophet,

or in a priesthood, or some bierarchy

that was dangerous to the country,

and on that account should require
special mention from the Executive of
¢ mnation, and special measures of
the most terrible character to be
framed by Senators and by members
of the House'of Congress. Of course
men are differently constituted. That
which would attract the attention of
one does not hav: any effect upon an-
other. But I often think the world
wiil be condemned because these evi-
dences which exist and which are open
to every observer, respecting the char-
acter of the great work that God our
Heavenly Father has established on

the earth.

I am bold to say that if any other
people but ““Mormons’’ had done that
waich we haye done in these moun-
tains; if any other society upon the
face of the continent had achieved such
results as have been accomplished in
these valleys since the advent of the
Latter-day Saints here, there would
have been no end of praise bestowed
upon them because of their achieve-
ments and the importance of the labors
they had performed. Instead of calling
forth praise, that which we have done
has seemed to incite only feelings of
envy, fear and dread. The very fact
that we livetogether in union and love
is urged against us as a reason why
we should be hated and why we
should be dreaded. The very reason
that wedo not drink, that we do not
commit whoredoms, that we do not
abandon ourselves to the vices of the
age, but seek to repress them and to
brmﬁ them into subjection, and to
teach our children to refrain from
them; instead of being a matter of
praise, is a cause of dislike and dread,
and is urged against us as a reason
why sometning should be done with
us,some extra measure enacted against
us.

Ought not this to strike thinking, re-
flecting, unprejudiced people, and
cause them to examine into a system
of this kind that has produced such

! effects as these? When a man reads

the Bible, when he reads the history of
Jesus and of the Apostles, what does
he find? A being holy beyond all
men—pure, undefiled, walking like a
God in the midst of His generation,
teaching men the purest, the loftiest,
the most exalted principles of moral-
ity. This Jesus did. ords of life
and wisdom and of salvation ever
fell from His bholy lips. One
might think the generation would have
recognized the beauty and the exceed-
ing great value of the precepts that He
taught; that they would have seen in
His pure life something to admire,
something to fall in love with. One
would naturally think so. Aad then
there were His disciples who followed
in His footsteps, whose teachings were
of the same character, leading men
from sin to righteousness, pointing out
the path to heaven, doing good wher-
ever they went, bestowing blessings by
their acts and their labors upon the
people. One might naturally think, I

that this people were polygamists, | —

say, that such men would be received
by their generation as benfactors, as
saviors in a certain sense. But what
do we find? Why, as I have read to vou
from this record, the Pnarisees wanted
to ikill Him because He taught pure
doctrine and because He came in con-

matters—tihat every Christian, every
Bible believer, would have said in his
heart,

‘“Thank Gogd if this be true. I am
afraid it is not true, but if it be true 1
thank God with all my heart that he
has E.Poken vnce more from the heav-
ens.’ :
But what was the effect? Why, the
effect was to make Christian teachers,
so-called, angry. The effect was to
arou1se the deepest animosity and
hatred. Men who profsssed to believe
inJesus and who wanted to have com-
munication from Him aecording to
their own statements, and who ex-
horted the people constantly to come
to Jesus, when they heard of the an-
nouncement—the bare announcement
—of this great truth, they. 3 4p

in their hearts and felt as if they would
lize to shed the blood of this young
man who bore this teitimony. What
an extraordinary manifestation of
hatred! What was there in it, if it
were not true, to disturb people, and
if it were true why should not all the
world have been glad of it? What was
there about it to arouse these feelings?

spirit of the devil were as full of

anger as he  was, ust as
they were nst Jesus., There was
nothing in the life of Jesus, nothing in

His teachings to excite animosity. On
-the contrary there was everything to
foster love on the part of those who
desired righteousness. But He was
hated and His life was sought after.
And so when this great truth was an-
nounced by the Prophet Joseph—that
once more the heavens had been epened,
once more God had condescended to
speak to man and reveal His mind and

is will unto him—that announcement
excited the old animosity and hatred
that had been so long dormant. The
same spirit of anger and unbelief took
possession of those who heard it. They
were called Christians, too—Christian

holy
the holiest of all books b
dom? Noman canputh
a single principle, u
trine of this Kind.

been accused, maliciously
accused, of various acts. But
the doctrines that he taught embogj

i

Why, the devil was mad. That is the
truth of it, and those who bad the|P

Mormon.

received from Almigh
s'sor Jesus Christ. There is gy,
single word of unrighteonsness
them tested by the hignest st
morality known to man. Here is
translation he made of the B
Examine it from the &
chapter in Nephi to the last
Ether or of Moroni, or any of the
phets, and there is not a single
tence, not a sylable that is not ¢
urest, the highest, and the most s
halted morality, tested by the hig
standards known to ma  The
books may undergo the m ,
criticism and they will emerge fron
as I have said puare and unconden
by every human being who love
morality and truth.
These are the |
Smith’s mission. If he taught dogg
that was not of God, or that was|
pure or that was unrighteous, has
the place to find
books. But there is not onew
that can be found of this charaet
Joseph Smith endeavored to i
upon all men with whom he cas
contact this great truth: thati
their privilege to aspire to a knos
of God and a communication witk
face to face, and that it was

ministers. The ministers, in fact,were
the most eager in seeking the destruc-
tion of Joseph. Like the Pharisees of
old they could talk about God and
about purity and everything of this
character; but the moment that some-

His life is full of
teaching from

one came in contact with them and
with their creeds and with their ideas
they ~vere as full of bloodthirstiness
and hatred as the Pharisees themselves
were, X
| Joseph Smith afterwards made an-
other announcement, which was that
Eilgela had come and ministered unto
m
| tration the old authority, that had been
s0 long withdrawn from the earth—
and through the withdrawal of which
there had been so much confusion and
division into sects and parties—that
that old authority had once more been
restored to the earth again. What was
there about this to create the feelings
that it did? What was there in the
sentiment that men should fear. .If it
were not true, who would be hurt by
it? Who would be injured by the
statement if it was false? Some few
might be.. But why should the world
be disturbed? Why should these who
possessed the truth be agitated? Why
should fear take possession of men
| entrenched in the holy principies that
God has revealed? There was no rea-
son for this fear, nor for any feelings
such as were manifested. If it was
true, why then, ot course, every man

tact with their ideas, and they would
have killed Him long before they did,
but that they feared the Seolile. They
were hyEocrit.es. They did not want
the truth. They were entrenched in
their own system, in their own forms
of belief, and any man that interfered
with them was in their estimation a
public enemy that should be destroved
a4s soon as possible. Therefore they
hated Jesus. Hated Him what for?
Hated Him for the wrongs He did? No.
Hated Him for the false doctrines that
He taught? No. But they hated Him
because He taught the truth. They
could not endure the truth and were
not willing to receive it, but would
rather destroy the men or the man who
would teach the truth, that did not fall
in with them and work with them,
What did they care how pure men
might be who would believe in Jesus
and practice His doctrines? They
cared mnothing about that. They

want it. They talked about holiness,
but it was offeansive to them. The
fruits that resulted from the teachings
of Jesus and His disciples were fruits
which they did not desire, although
they were professed teachers of right-
eousness in the midst of the people,
Whiwu this? It is easily explained
by those who understand it. It is be=
cause they were tilled with the spirit of
their master the Devil. That is the
reason. They did not want the spirit
of God. They wanted theé spirit o}) the
evil one.

It mitﬂlt bhave been thought that in
these days the whole religious world
would have welcomed with joy and
thanksgiving the testimony that was
given by the Prophet of God; I mean
the Prophet Joseph Smith. When he
came he made an announcement. It
was not ab gannouncement that was
contrary to announcements that had

reviously been made by the people of
Eod. but was in consonance and in
harmony therewith. The first testi-
mony that Joseph Smith bore to the
inhabitants of the earth in his boyhood
was this: that God had revealed Him-
self to him, that he had seen Him and
the Lord Jesus. Now, what was there
in that testimony that men should have
been afraid of? What was there in the
testimony that God had shown himself
to man once more that should have
aroused hatred aad opposition and a
dls&sitmn to kill? It mightbe thought
t is, without experf

talked about purity, but they did not |

should weicome it and be glad of it
and not be afraid of it. This is a char-
acteristic always of truth and of those
who espouse the truth.

| said as coming . from God.

tigated, and if there be no good about

it to have that shown upon the surface.

You will never find a people of God
who have the truth persecuting another

people. If they were to do so the

| opportunity to be tested, to be inves-
IWQUIC‘ cease to be the people of :

1t is the characteristic of the church of
| God always that it never condescends
to persecution. It doés not fear the

announcement of any doctrine, or any
principle, or any form of belief, or any

so-called revelation. Strong in the
| knowledge that they have the truth and

that God is with them, such a people
can afford to let false doctrine when
it manifests itself have the freedom of
action, the right of agency which God
has ﬁiveq to every human being and
which every human being has a right to

and that through their adminis-

. They are not
afraid of anything that mayThbe

e
are willing that it should have a fﬂ.g

belief
Deity

know

noble

gifts.”

-and

virtue.

thropic men teach to their fellow
the very fact that we possess
seem to torm the chief cause of
like and are often the basis
charges that are made
Joseph Smith ever teach g
that was not 1n strict aceord
principles that are contained
book—that book wﬂchlm’
na siogle
that he

and B

know

roofs

lege of every human being W
the Holy Ghost and the

these

fact it was the chief elementy

first . to

lift the people up from
ignorance
them 1nto close communion W
, A38erting that he had see
that he talked with Him face to
that he had beheld the Savior;|
had beheld holy angels, and that!
the privileze of all who wouldll
itand exercise faith before G
have this knowledge. for the
He did not say, “‘I am a prophet,
alone have this knowledge; |
served for me alone to enjoy
! Notat all;
““You can have the
well as myself; it is your priv
be prophets as I am; to know G
im.” He did not set il
up as a man to rule over the pe
to be a despot, or to be &
means of conveying the mind
will of God to man.
such doctrine as this; but
he went he taught the doctrines
described. He taught pure m
He taught virtue. '
of Doctrine and Covenants %
says about it, ‘‘He that looketh
women to lust atter her, shall
faith, and shall not have the spi
if he repents not he shall be ¢
That is the doctrine of Joseph
or of God as taught through#
Smith—a pure morality and a hi
The adultererg
drunkards, thie blasphemers, tl
faners, the bearers of false

in

God

it, within®

gifts

1 i

but he s
privilg

He neyert

eeff |

against
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in this volume [the Book ¢
Doctrine and  Covenaits;] e
are the revelations that L .
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of J

,l I.F’
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all these characters he, in tha

tions which God gave him, de
and pronounced upon the
ties through the power of
the most 1l
was always set like flint agai
form of evil. What can be puré
ust, what can be
godlike than that which I have
‘‘He that looketh upon a wo
lust after her shall deny the fait
lose the -Spirit of God:”

can be more

vere

cha

racter.

much more is a man liable to o
Spirit who not only does th

exercise undisturbed by his fellow
man so long as he does not interfere
with the happiness and the lives and
the liberties of his fellow man.

But as I have said the bare anhounce-
ment that God had spoken; the bare
announcement that angels had come to
! the earth stirred up the whole religous

world, it may be said, to a frenzy.
Strange thing tliat so ipgignificant a
person, naturally speaking, as this bo

or man was, should have created suc

an excitement! But it was the case all
around the mneighborhood, all around
the counties where he lived. The
news spread concerning him, and the
religious societies were in a ferment
over him and over his statements, and
it gradually grew and it has grown un-
til to-day. The members of this
church number in these mountains
scarcely 200,000 en?le. men, women
and children; and this handful of peo-
ple, insignificant so far as numbers are
concerned, disturbs the whole world,
agitates christendom from its centre
to its circumference,and calls forth the
thought, the highest thought of the
leading minds of this natioa from the
Chief Executive down to the penny-a-
liner who writes in the humblest news-
P perin the land. Is it not remark-
able? 1Isit not wonderful? The very

fact, as I have said, that we possess

the virtues that under other circum-

ing

done?

right?

eve

it.

people.

woman’'s

the efforts of those who fleht#
it. The Pharisees of this gepti™
would, if they had the
those who are enga

would have armies here.
let loose the dogs of war &
For what?

ves rein to his lust and actuoall
mits the physical sin and tra
the law of God b
bounds of virtue! :

Now, wherever he went thes
results that followed: the
heart received his testimony
thankfully, that God had onl
spoken from the heavens
a testimony for themsel
But as it was in
times so it is now; many have
the glad tidings of salvation.
have rejected the chief corner®
Yet this work will go forwand
but a small power to-day, bus!
has filled the earth, and will ol
to spread and increase and gall
the honest in heart, notwit

y oversteppl

and
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