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caused the earnest demand for a speedy
censation of hostilities. It would not be
to the disadvantage of Spain to settle
up Cuban affairs in a4 manner consistent
with the requirements of civilizatlon.

THE LYNCHING OF BAKER.

‘The killing of a colored postmaster,
Fraser B. Baker, some time age at
I.ake City, 5. C., 18 about as black a

deed as was ever registered in the an-
nals of crime. 1t I8 extremely aignifi-
cant as rshowing the Influence over pub-
lle moralsg by the frequent application

of lynch “law,” without the jnterfer-
ence of the legal authorities. Be-
ginning with sangulnary revenge for

some unspeakable outrage jt leads the
mob on to the taking of lifte for smallier
offenses and ends, as in the present
case, with murder without provocation.

I.ast July Presldent MeKinley ap-
polnted Mr. Baker postmaster at Lake
City. The white population opposed
the appeintment on account of race
prejudice, and because {1t was supposed
the appointment was In pavment of a
political debt. Owing to this teeling
it was impossible to secure fn the wvii-
lage a place for the postoffice, and this
wasn filnally located In a school houss
on the outskirts. ©On the night of the
22nd of February a crowd of white
persona gathered around Baker's
house and set it on flre. When the
family attempted to escape from thc

ames, they wete fired on. Baker,feil
dead at the first volley. Hia wife was
severly wounded and a baby In her
arms killed. Two daughters were also
wounded. It 1is . doubtful whethe:
among all the deeds of savagery at-
tributed to the wild aboriging of this
<ountry there Is any that surpnsses in
eruelty this co_ld-blooded aasassination,

The only ¢rime charged agalnst
Baker wna that he, not having a white
sRkin, had dared to accept the appoint-
ment to a Federal office. For tnls he
and hls entire family, including the in-
nogent bahe,” were doomed to die by
decision of that court in which l¥yneh
law jis supreme and from which there
is no appeal. Unlesa such proceedlngs
are speedily put a stop to, they will
multiply ir the land until nelther 1ife
nor property 18 safe. The people of

the South are at present clamoring for!

the tiberation of the Cubans: It seems
19 be high tlme for organized and en-

ergetic effort to free some sections of

the same South from the tyranny of a
lawless mob, and that In the Interest
of the whole country.

THE TESTIMGNY OF HISTORY.

The Fivolution of the Idea of God, is
the title of a volume by Grant Allen,
in which the author endeavors to give
a spolentific explanation of the origin
and growth of man's conception of the
Deity. It Is stated that he has apent
twenty years in gathering materials for
this book and part of ten years in writ-
ing it.

Mr. Allen takes the view that the
basia of all religion {8 ancestor worship,
or the deterence paid by the living to
the dead. From the worship of mum-
mies and ghoste there was only one
step to the practice of worshiping at
their tombs, shrines and temples cover-
ing their graves, and paying homage
to tombstones. Images and statues
representing the dead, In this way,
he thinks, the idea of a multitude ot
gods originated. But how did mankina
pass from polytheiam to mbnotheism?
Mr. Allen does not attempt to reply to
this question but denies the fact that

name no devout Jew dares to mention
for fear of profaning it, at first was a
tribal ancestor-god, represented, per-
haps, by a sacred plliar, and that this
crude idea finally expanded, until Je
hovah became “a power eternal, omnil-
scient, almighty, holy; the most ethe-
real, the most sublime, the most super-
human deity that the brain of man has
ever conceived.'

And thie conclusion-—that the fdea of
God 1s evolved from the practice ot
paying respect to dead ancestors—Is
the result of so-called “sclentific’” re.
search! Jrresistibly it recalls the obser-
viation of the ancient eage: "The fool
faye in his heart, There is no God.”

The theory rests wholly upon the as-
sumption that man commenced his
career upon the earth fn a state not
different from the animala, and that
every forward step is the result of de-
velopment from internal causen It
takes for granted
stages in which the varlous branches of
the human family at present are found
with rempect to arts, sctences, morals
and so on, Is to be accounted for on the
ground of difference in the speed with
which the forward movement has been
carried on. But these assumptions seemn
to be entjrely unfounded. The history
of natlons rather favor the old view
that all eivilization is due to external
causes,, to Iinstruction, training. to
knowledge imparted by someone su-
erlior |n this respect, What else is the
teaching of the history of Japan and
China and of the islande of the 8en
where coinparatively a short time sgo
cannibalism and idolatry prevalied? The
evidence iz all In tavor of the view that

¥ no procesas of evolut!on can a na-

on fenced in from eommunication
with thoee in—=z higher stage of &ivill-
zatlon, attaln a more elevated atand-
ard: stagnatjon and even retrogrersion
Is . thg rule, until the barriers of
separation are broken down, and then,
a ghort generation is rometimes enough
to lift a rdce up to the most elevated
level obtained=by man. If these obser-
rations dre correct, the conclusion is
Ingvitable that ‘the 1dea of a God came
from withouf~and In the case of the
firat ran. a= with many after him, by
revelatlon. Ar far as .tha evidence of
history. goes, evervthing points toward
revelatlon ar the firat source of all
knowledre—of civilization §tseif. )

Writers on the history of religions
w{ll have to count with the wonderful
phenomena encountered on this contl-
nent. It {s now an indisputahlie fact
that a civifization of a high order
flourished here In the past ages, Struct.
fures the equal of which are not known
to have existed in Egypt or Persia
were once reared here: wealth was ac-
rumu{atod: aymbolical.slgns And elab-
nrate " ingeriptions indleate the poni-
tion of the inhabitants in philozophy
{and religion. By what process of evo-
lution, 'we may well ask. did this contl-
|nent become the grave of all this clvil-
izatlon, and Its inhabitants the ana:ld
Témnant of a once mighty race? Win
not the history of this contlnent com-
| »al mcience to recognize the fact. so
often lost sight of. that by I[ntermal
power alone, nO procress can bhe made,
Man needs Providence to instruet,
guide ' and protect. OQutside that pro-

tecting care is barbarism, decay, death. '

The ups and downa of civillzation
demonstrate the existence of a Bupreme
Being.

SWISS AND GERMAN MISSION.

The Mlllenanial Star of February
10th contalns a notice stating that
what has heretofore heen known as
! the Bwiss and German misslon is now

that the different

missionary fleld. Elder Peter Louten-
sock, who has been presiding in Switz-
erland and Germany, has now been ap-
pointed to preside over the German
mission, and Elder Henry E. Bowman
over the Swiss mission. A separation
of the accounts of each dlvision waas
effected on January I, 1898, and new
sets of books opened on that date, The
papér published at Berne, Switzerland,
Der Stern, will be contlnued as usual
and the headquarters of both missions
will continue at 20 Archivsatrasse, Kire
chenteld, Berne, until new quarters are
secured for the German mission,

It speaks well for the progress of the
work In Germany and also for the
growth of rellgious Jiberty in that
country that the change noticed has
been rendered possible. Years ago It
would have been with conslderable diffi-
culty that in any ecity of the German
empire the headquarters of the misslon-
aries of the Latter-day Salnts could be
publicly maintained.

ALLEGED PLEDGE-BREAKING.

There ie a good deal of talk on the
sireet. particularly among men whe
endorse the party machine, about

pledge-breaking; and this charge |s be-
ing made against Mayor Clark, with a
| reckless disregard of truth and of the
' history of the campalgn that s surpris-
{ing. Since John Clark assumed the
duties of Mayor he has neither vio-
lated nor in the salightest degree in-
fringed upon any pledge made by him
prior to taking the oath of office. It
has heen impossible for him to do se.
He could not do it were he to try. Dur-
ing his entire term of office, whatever
may be his official acts, they ocan never
by any posslbility afford the slighteat
ground for the accusation that he Ras
viclated any ante-election pledges. He
never made any.

A distinguishing feature of John
Clark’s candidacy was hls stern, per-
slstent nnd unvarying refusa! to make
any pledges. Time and again during
the canvasas he was approached and
asked to pledge himself for or against
A given candldate or proposition, but
he never yielded. Hir invariable reply
was that he would go into office un-
pledged or not at all.

When he took the oath of office he
stood among the conflicting elementa
and competing candidates that sur-
rounded hlm.as chlef magistrate of the
clty, ahsolutely free, untrammeled and
uncommitted so rar as the detalls of
his polley and the selection of ap-
pointees were concerned. He was In a
position to exercise, without fear. favor
or constraint, the legal and mora! right
to mselect from among all the Ameriean
citlzens In thir city the men whom he
might desire as his®arsocintes and sub-
ordinates in the management of muni-
cipal affairs.

He had never, either expreasly or by
implication, promised that he would or
—which is rqually important to he con-
afdered just now—that he would not
appoint any particular man, He was
at perfect liberty to select appointees
Irom among the prominent men of Re-
publican, Demeocratle or;non-Partisan
nolitical bellef, and ag a matter of fact
hhs made selections from all three per-
suaslons. Even the fact that a man was
a member of the non-Partisan commit-
tee has never been a reason why the
Mayor could not select him for offige
without violating a pledge.

But a pledge was made in connection
with the non-Partisan movement. Who
made that pledege and what was t?
The non-Partisan committee made It
by resolution: the candidates selected
hy the committee. and especlally tha

Abraham was a monotheist and also divided jnto two, and will hereafter be Mavor, were never parties to it in the

the supposition that this form of rellg-
ious bhelict was due to the labors of
the great lawgiver Moaes.

known as the Swiss mission and the
German mission. The reason given for

remotest Rense nor degree. The pledge
wag to the effect that no member of

He rather;this change is the great extent of ter- the ecommittee would seek to influence

thinks that the Deity whose Bacred ritory embraced in that part of the the Mayor in his aclections of candl-
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