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THE PROPHET'S DEATH !
'

The following, from the Chicago
Times, which is in the main cor-
rect as concerning the tragedy
whiech is the burden of the article,
wil! be perused with much interest

by our readers, coming as it does
from a disinterested source—

Some three months since The
Times published a history of the
Mormon church, from its inception,
in New York, to the expulsion of
the Saints trom Missouri, and their
subsequent settlement in Illinois.
As the particulars of the discovery
of the golden tablets in the hill
Cumorah, the translation of their
hieroglyphies inlo the Book of Mor-
mon by means of the Urim and
Thummim, the propagation of the
faith, and the graphic detailsof the
Missouri war, resulting in the eap-
ture and ultimate escape of Joseph
Smith, the prophet, by bribing his
guards, were obtained from the
only parties now living who are
competent to give reliable informa-
tion regarding these interesting
events, the article attracted much
attention, and was of historic value. |
Avnother and a more tragic chapter
in the eventful life of this strange
man remains to ke written, and
The Times i3 in possession of the
{MIT that enable it te complete the
as K.

Half a century ago thére lived in
New York, in the vicinity of Pal-

 cape.

The causes which led to the as-

sassination of the Smiths were va-
rious. The Mormons, after their
expulsion from Missouri, were look-
ed upon by the ple of Illinois as
an outraged and persecuted people,
and were received with open arms
to such shelter as they could afford
them without inquiry as to what
the consequences might be of re-
ceiving into their midst a people
who ditlered so widely from them
in religious belief. The sagacious
Mormon leaders had adroitly se-

lected a site for a city in Hancock |

county, on the Mississippi river,
and m the sad wreek of their
Missouri expulsion had commenec-
ed, with almost incredible energy,
the construction of all sorts of
buildings, from the stately brick
edifice to the humble slab hut—
anything that would give shelter
to their suffering people. The site
boré the name of Commerce, and
lay in a horse-shoe bend of the
Mississippi, that noble stream mak-
ing almost a eircuit around the
From the point two miles
back the land was low, and then
rose into a bluff of considerable
height, extending from river to
river. The central and most prom -
inent point of the bluff was select-
ed as a site for the temple, where it
would ecommand a view of almost
every house in the city.

Those who could purchased farms
of the old settlers in the vicinity
in all directions, and the city and
coleny increased with such rapidity
that in a few months the older re-
sidents found, instead of a few

myra, where Joseph Smith first be-
came known to fame, a young man
nan:ed B, W. Richmond, who after
warni ~'udied medicineand aequired
the ticle of doctor. He formed Jo-
sep’s acquaintance there, and was
familiar with the eircumstances at-
tending his self-announcement as a
prophet. In later years he saw him
in Ohio., and observed his course
with interest. Still later he met
him in Nauvoo, sand was an acci-
dental witness of the scenes inci
dent to, and consequent upon; his
tragic death at the hands of an T1li-
nois mob. Ten years afterward,
partly in compliance with a request
of the prophet, made just prior to
his assassinatien, he wrotv a full
account of the affair, intending to
publish it in book form, Various
causes combined to delay the publi-

persecuted strangers, thousands of
persons in their midst who pro-
fessed' a new religion, and whose
avarice had been increased by out-
rage, poverty, a isappeintment.
They mow became anxious to sell,

|'at fair prices, and the Saints were
as unxious to buy at-as low priceﬂ

as possible. This eompetition in
interest resulted in frequent per-
sonal quarrels. The farmers en-
deavored to prevent supplies of
food from reaching the, city. and
the Saints reciprocated by endeav-
oring to control the grain market
in that region, and to force the
farmers to sell at the lowest price.

‘.THI:_ MASSES OF THE MORMONS

in aud about Nauvoo—the name of
the new city—were sober and in-

cation, and in 1864, twenty years
after the occurrence of the events
which he had committed to writing,
Dr. Richmond died, leaving the
manuscript in the hands of his
widow, Mrs. Lucinda Richmond,
now residing in MecGregor, lowa,
by whom it has been carefully trea-
sured until the present time. This
manuscript is not only as interest-
ing as a novel and as thrilling as
any tragedy, but_it is a reliable
chronicle of one of the most singu-
lar and startling events in the his
tory of the nation, and contains a
large amount of informationenever
before given to the publie.

Dr. Richmond was not a believer
in Mormonism, and would as soon
have chosen the devil for his spirit
ual guide as Joseph Smith, and yet
his humanity led him into sympa-|
thy with him in many of his ntts,"
and his acquaintance and facilities
enabled him to judge him from a
standpoiut entirely different from
that occupied by other historians,
His prejudices may have led him
into errors, aud innoceut parties
may rest under undeserved censure
or imputations, but of this the.
reader must judge for himself, The
Times purposes setting forth, in
brief, the most striking features of
this exciting narrative, gnoting the
exact language of the writer only |
when it serves to make the deserip-
tion more forcible.

TO A PROPER UNDERSTAXNDING OF
THE MATTER,

a knowledge of the character of the
prophet, as well as of the situation
at Nauvoo in 1844, is exsential.

That the common masses that
composed the Mormon church re-
garded Smith as a prophet there is
little doubt. The leaders and wise|
heads could not have looked upon |
his inspiration as very deep, but
they knew full well that their: ma.
chinery—the mode of their manifes-
ting the helief they held—was well
calculated to succeed. That Smith
could have regarded himself as in-
spired, in the usual sense of
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dustrious; but there were some
who,oppressed by want or actuated
by inuate cusseduess, stole grain,

| horses, aud cattle from the € but had been stolen from the vault
I_I] the Fﬂffﬂﬂﬂdiﬂg Gountry{ i .i_". :gt' Eadﬂfﬂlb that bruga iﬂﬁ} the
led to frequent lawsuits.but seldomy( | = _

to conviction or punishment. Com-| " ' o
bined with this was another ,fact.. To the above-mentioned. causes|
which bore more heavily on the|may also added the apostasy,

Mormons than  their own acts,
Horse thieves from all _parts of the
country flocked thither and ‘plied
their proféssion. on the credit of
the Saints, In numerous instances
cattle were shot by the polidical
and religious enemies of the Saints,
and the slaughter was charged to

{their account.

! Meanwhile mnewly - converted
Saints flocked in from all quarters,
und at the end of the first year of
the séttlement they had dene much
to repair their losses in Missouri.
The legislature incorporated the
city, the people were organi
to a military force called the Nau
voo Legion, and Joseph Smith was
uot only propLet of the Lord and
preacher to the nts, but briga-
dier general and commander of the
legion. He now felt his position
more secure than formerly,and the
leaders'adopted every measure, pol-
itical or
likely to give them control of their
destiny. With a design to draw
from the legislature such acts as

would benefit them intheirisolated |

position, they soon ‘began to make
their votes felt in the local and
state elections, and ‘W, W. Phelps,
one eof their chief men, became
a local  judge ‘in the courts
of the country. They voted en
masse with one or the other party,
and twice furned the state election
in favor of the democracy by cast-
ing a solid vote in favor of its gub-
ernatorial candidate. This enraged
the opposition, and, under the ¢ir-
Emlnaanne;s, glt was'eaa{ to elicit the

atred of the o ng religious
sects. This moggg; the mugia ef-
fectually as some of the imprudent
‘Saints elaimed that they were not
only going to possess Hancock Co.,

term, 18 more than doubtfal; tm
success had implanted in his mind

—which was intuitive rather than!

logical—the belief that he was born
for some great end, is certain; that
his death, in its way and mamner,
has dene much to stamp him as a
martyr among his friends,is equally

|

but God was, in their nhinion F_n
on

ing to assign to thur. domin

over the whole eartl: .. (he Gen-
Their

tiles. must lick the Cust.
leader was regarded as endowe
with the Holy Ghost,and his sword
was

trae.

to its solemn feasts and baptismal

| speculator or enemy put quantities

Zt‘d in- |

pecuniary, that wounld be|

d | Church “of Jesus Christ of Latter-

given him "that he might ex~
tend and defend his dominions. No
other sect could draw such crowds

gatherings, and the hatred of other
denomimations was Kindled to a
flame. Several papers advocated
the necessity of driving the Mor-
mouns in a body beyond the Rocky
Mountains, and the feeling became
80 great that ecandidates for the
presidency were interrogated as to
their view.

SMITII EVEN PERPETRATED THE
FOLLY

of addressing a letter to Hen
Clay (written by Phelps), demand-
ing his policy providing he shoeuld
be elected. The Sage of Ashland:
replied in vague and general terms, |
us not to answer seemed unsafe, as
the Mormons were supposed to hold
the balance of pewer in the State,
and thus a fictitious politieal conse- |
quence attached to their vote., The
letter was unsatisfactery, and Je-
seph Smith was atonce proclaimed
a eandidate for the presidency,
with Bidney Rigdon on the ticket
fopevice-presilent. "Phat Joseph
*h, who claimed to be anoiuted
wilh heavenly wisdom, and there-
fore might have inquired of the
Lord by Urim and Thummmim—the
rophetie stones found at the hill
Jumorah—aud received answer by
a “thus saith the Lord,” showld
seek  information like ordinary
mortals, though the medium of

1
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woeful apostacy, and afurious quar-
rel ensued that deepened the cur-
rent of existing hatred towards the
Saipts. At the same time there
dwelt among the Saints, and much
of the time at Nauvoo, six or eight
Earsnna who were determined to

ring to an end the career of that
singular man, ‘Joseph Smith and

his brother Hyrum. There were
two brothers named Higbee, from
Cincinnati, worthless and reckless
feliows; two brothers named Fos-
ter, Englishmen by birth, who had
come among the BSaints and
grown rich by speculation, and

two other brothers named Wilson |

and William Law Canadian refu-
gees, who had engaged in the revo-
lutionary movement under McKen-
zie, and on the failure of that
enterprise had fled to the Slates,
and floated around in the west with
the mere wreck of a large fortune
which they bhad let in Canada.
Wm. Law had made himself so
popular with the Saints that'ata
conference held to provide against
the possibility of the charch being
left without a prophet, he had been
gset apart, with several otl:ers, to
succeed in the leadership, procided
Jeseph or, Hyrum should die, v Le
assassinated, which they constaully
feared. While still in the coulii-
dence of the church, he was, it is
elaimed, plotting for the abductiou

correspondence, seemed to inedicate |
not only a lack of courtesy, but a
want of confidence in the iuspira-
tion with which he elaimed to be
endowed. He replied to Clay ina
caustie and bitter letter—also writ-
ten by Phelps—which was widely
published in the democratic papers,
and besides raising a general laugh
at ils ridiculousness, served to irri-
tate a puwerful party against the
whole sect.

ANOTHER CAUSE OF HATRED,

was the circulation of a large num-
ber of the worthless bills of the|
old Kirtland bank, an institation
established in Ohio some ten years

revious, by Joseph Smith, and

hich, having failed to receive a
eharter, went to pleces. Some

l

of them in circulation around Nau-
voo. and their worthless eharacter
raised a hue and ery against the
h#wﬁ of the Saints. Smith
warned the people, in a notice in
The Nauvoo Neighbor, against re-

|
|

| already setting in strongly between

and assussination of Joseph. Dur-
g the time of agreat scarcity he
had charge of a flouring mill, and
ran the prices of breadstuffs up to
oppressive figures. ~Against this
speculation on the neeessities of the

oor, Joseph interposed, so far as
Eis position would allow, and this
only added to the eurrent of ill-will

them. Joined te thesesix men was
another of more erate make
than any of them, named Jackson.
He bhad led a wanderiag life, and at
last eame to Nauvoo, and for a time
demeaned himself so as to gain the
confidence of many, and to beon
intimate terms with the prophet.
Joseph Smith was not a suspicious |
man, but took a stranger for what
he professed to be, although he had

=

BEEN BETRAYED AGAIN AND
AGAIN

L,y almost every leading man in the
chureh, whe had, at one time and
another, sought to use him and the

ceiving .the bills, as they were
worthless, and elaimed that they
‘bad never been circulated by him,

from the Saints, of Gen. John C.
Benpett. This strange compound
of folly and depravity bhad passed
through a checkered business "¢ar-
eer in the east, and was at oune
time in Erie, Pa,carrying on the
mahufacture and sale of “com.
pound tomato Fllh,.” which be
claimed to be highly eflicacious in
removing “humors in the blood”
and ‘fobstructions of the liver”
and the rival of calomel gener-
ally. Not finding his pill busiuess
sufficiently luerative, through vari-|
ous revolutions the doctor found
h mself among the Mormons, in
Nauvoo. Having considerable
knowledge of mankind, and a good |
{ deal more of ‘‘the way a thing was
to be done,” he soon rendered him-
self very useful to the prophet by |
bringing to bear on the Jegislature
influences that resulted 'in the|
incorporation of the city and the
organization of the legion. 1In re-
turn, he was made mayor of the
city, major general of the legion,
and quartermaster general of the
State. Joseph Smith received re-
peated “revelations’’ concerning
Bennett and the assistance he was
rendering the cbureh, the Lord
always adding, by way of prudent
| preeaution against backsliding, “1f
my servant John eontinues faith-
ful,”” then ““thus saith the Lord.”

RUMORS 1IAVIXNG GONE ABROAD .,

|

duty, ona Nov. 9, 184f, the prophet
ersonally appeared before Mayor

ennett and made oath that “‘he
has never, directly or indirectly,en-
couraged Lhe purloining of pro-
perty, or taught the doctrine of
stealing, and thatallsuch unlawfal
acts and vile practiees wlll receive

singulir document s’ signed, “Jo-
seph Spifth, President” of the

day Saints.” B
~As the Lord, who inspired the
prophet, evidently supjposed, His
“servant John' did not remain

s

- .| trying, and the debaies and state-
to the discredit of the church, that
Joseph Smith taught stealing as al

his unqualified disapproval.” This|

church for their own private ends.

Jackson was at length suspected

of counterfeiting, and had laid his

glans to obtain dies with which to
manufacture notes of several popu-
lar banks. Meanwhile he had muade
proposals of marriage to the daugh-
ter of Hyrum Smith, and had been
rcjected and informed by her father
that he was a wicked, unprincipled |
man, whom his daughter should

never marry. Miss Smith was a

lovely and accomplished girl, in-

tellectual and well educated, and

eventually married a respectable

young merchant in the city. This|
his rebuff enraged the feroei-

s vagabond =0 much that he

threatened to ab luct berand swore

vengeance. agaiust her father.

Jackson was a very tall, dark-

skinned, black-eyed mun,a dare-

devil at heart and a bankrupt in |
character, and scrupled at no
means to compass the destruction
of both father and daughter.

With all these men the Prophet|
came Lo be on bad terms, and the
1e3ult was that they purchased a
press and started an anti-Mormon |
paper called Trne LErpositor, the
first number ot which contained a
violent assault on Joseph, ealculat-
ed to excite mob violence against
him and the city of the Saints. The
city council was convebned in view
of the danger, and, after consulting
legal authority, declared the paper
a nuisapce. Accordingly the may-
‘or issued an order for its abatement. |

o have arrested the publishers for
libel would not have averted the
danger of a mob, and to have ar-
rested them at all would have been
likely to provoke violence. The
sitting of the council was long and

ments of persons under eath showed
clearly the painful apprehensions
'of all concerned. The horrors of
Missouri were fresh in memory.
The Fosters and their accomplices
had been expelled from the chureh,

| voo, and su

and had threatened the lives of the
Smiths. In complianece with the
order of the mayor, Mr. Green,
eity marshal, with about a dozen
men, went to the office of The £xz-

ositor, removed the press, pied the
ype in the street, destroyed the
issue of the paperand a number of
objectional handbills, without noise
or confusion, and returned the or-
der to the mayor, with an indorse-
ment setting forth their acts. A
full account of the affair was given
to the publiec through the columns
ot The Nauvoo Neighbor, the Mor-
Mmon paper. _

Dr. Richmeond, in his narrative,
rays: ‘I have all {hese pers before
me, and no one can fail to perceive
that they believed that course to be
the ouly one that eould save the
city from bloodshed and murder.
They did what they believed to be
legal, under their charter, and
eluimed the right tobe tried within
their ecity limits, repudiating  the
jurisdietion of the courts of the
county.”’

The Higbees, Laws, and Fosters
fled into the country and published
the outrage to the world, grossly
exapggerated, alleging that a mob of
a thousand men had assembled,
with yells and threats ef death to
all who hindered them, and had de-
molished the press, destroyed the
building, and burned other prop-
erty in the city belonging to the
Fosters. On the other hand, at an
investigation subsequently held,
Dr. J. R. Wakefield, of New York,
testified that the march to the
office of the newspaper was “‘as or-
derly and solemn as the Dead
March in ‘Saul;??”” that no violence
was used toward anyone, and noth-
ing but the press was disturbed.

While the discussion was going
oen concerning the destruction of
the press, each party had sent a

e to Gov. Ford with a state-
ment of the case. Smith, a justice
of the peace at Carthage, the coun-
ty seat of Hancock coanty, had
issued warrants for the arrest of the
press-destroyers vn a charge of riot.
HSome of them escaped through a
writ of habeas obtained
from the munieipal eourt of Nau-
nently refused to be
arrested for the same offense. The
Warsaw Signal, of June 19, 1844,
contained a mobocratic appeal to
arms, declaring that Nauvoe had
been declared under martial law by
the prophet; that every able-bo died
man in \Warsaw was unde¢r arms;
that an insulted and injured people
were determined to redress their
wiongs; that troops were. promised
from Missouri and Iowa, and 300
men were ready in Rushville; that
the delegates sent to the governor
had not yet returned, ani if they
failed to secure his interference, a
day would be set forthwith fora
general rally as a posse, to assist
the officers of justice; that muskets
had been received from Quiney,
and men and arms were promised
from St. Louis; that they were too
wexk in Hancock. couuty to eflect
their object, aud calling on every-
body to comne te their aid. “You
will be doiug your God and your
country a service iu aiding us to rid
earth of a most heaven-daring
wreteh,” said the incendiary sheet.
Thusit will be seenthat war was
virtually declared, and death to
the Mormons proelaimed before
Gov. Ford arrived at Carthage, on
June 21. On learning of the mili-
tary preparations, Joseph Smith or-
dered the Jegion under arms, and in
a speech declared the city under
martial law. On this declaration
was subsequently based.

THE CHARGE OF HIGH TREASON,

on whieh he was arrested. In this same
spcech Joe.declared that God had setup
His standard on ‘the earth, and the pow-
ers of the earth would bow before it.
Nevertheless the moment the governor ar-
rived the Mormon troops disbanded and
malters were Jeft 1o take their own coursc.
The governor at first issued a proclama-
tion declaring that both sides should te
fairly heard. Afterward heissned another®
directed to the mayor :dndhmnncu I:E Nn::l;
voo, inwhich he argued Lhe case at leng
I:% decided every point st the Saiute,
He declared they had vielated the consti-
tution in intérfering with the freedom of
the press, in seizing property unlaw fully,
in usurping the power of acouurt in deeid-
ing that the press was a nulisance, ete. 3
he

Aflter disbanding his troops, Jose
received Lthe governor's letier, and then

and one of them had been proven
guilty of abuse to females and re-
primanded by Smith. The evi-
dence that the whcle six had been
engaged in bogus money-making
was deenmed counclusive. Wilson
Law had seduced an orphan girl
and been exposed. Willlam Law
had offered Jackson $500

TO KILL THE PROPIIET,
and Jackson had been proved a

| faithful, but went out in a most|

fled to Towa, where lic remained until

returned. Both Joseph and Hyruom were
afraid of assassination, as their lives had
frequently heen threatencd, and aprealed
to the governor for a guard, lmt their re-
quest was aenled. Aceordingly they
started for Carthage alone, to surrender
themselves. When about four miles out,
they met Capt. Dann, with an order for
the state arms in the sion of Lbe
Suints, and faced ahout and returmed
with him to thecity. It was at this juncs
tunrethat Dr. Richmond reached the city.
He says: “I was travelling in the west,

murderer before the city council,

and reached Nauvoo, June 24, and, with



