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words of dr holmes may be

applied here and the lesson which he
points out may in truth be studied
by all
year after year beheld the silent toil

that spread his lustrous coil
still as the spiral grew

he left the past years dwelling for the
new

stole with soft step its shining archway
through

built up its idle door
stretched in his last found home and

knew the old no more

thanks for the heavenly message brought
by thee

child of the wandering sea
cast from her lap forlorn

cast from thy dead lips a clearer note is
bornbom

than ever triton blew from wreathed
horn

while on my ear it rings
through the deep caves of thouthoughglAt I1

hearbear a voice that sings

build thee more stately mansions oh my
soul

As the swift seasons roulroll
leave thy low vaulted past I1

let each new temple nobler than the last
shut thee from heaven with a dome more

vast
till thou at length art free

leaving thine outgrown shellsheh by lifes
sea

ammonites varied in size from that
of a dime to that of a wagon wheel
many such remains may be found
inin southern utah a large bedbad exist-
ing near ordervilledervilleOr 4 kane county

the superstitions regarding fossils
in general have been already referred
to A typical notion ofodthethe kind ex
isted with respect to ammonites
near whitby yorkshire england
these fossils are popularly known as
petrified snakes and the story of the
people is that inearly days snakes be-
came so troublesome thereabouts that
the inhabitants importunedimportuner their pa-
tron saint st hilda who prayed for
the destruction of the reptiles in
response to her entreaties the crea-
tures lost their heads and were
changed to stone these fossils with
plaster heads dare offered for
sale by enterprising but unscrup-
ulous dealers some file the last seg-
ment of the spiral shell into shape of

a serpents head and thus strive to
perpetuate the false notion scott
mentions the popular belief

and how the nuns of whitly told

how of countless snakes each one
was changed into a coil of stone
when holy hilda prayed
themselves within their sacred bound

their stony folds had often found

the mesozoic age however was
preeminently the age of reptiles this
is known from the abundance of their
remains and footprints in the rocks

the picture before you represents a
number of such impressions surely
none can doubt the accuracy of such
records and is it not marvellousmarcellousmarvellous
that while the physical traces of mans
greatest exploits have been practi-
cally annihilated from earth the foot-
prints of these creatures have been
preserved with such exactness
surely agassiz was wise when he de-
clared that the crust of earth is a
vast cemetery and upon the rocks as
their tombstones the buried dead
have inscribed their own epitaphs
even the marks of falling rain drops
have been preserved and thus a rec-
ord of prehistoric storms is opened to
our gaze

there were giants among reptiles
in those days the view before you
presents thestrange ichthyosaurus or

figfe is
fishlikefish like lizard fig 15 is an outline
its body resembled that of a dolphin
the head was lizard like the jaws
and teeth suggested a crocodile the

like that of a fish the
creature was from twenty to thirty
feet long its eyes were remarkable
the orbits being often two feet in di-
ameter or two yards around the
eyeball was guarded by a ring of
bony plates by which adjustment
could be made for long or short vis-
ion the animal seemed generally
adapted to a life in the stormy seas
perhaps delighting in the waves like
the whale and grampus of our day

the view farther shows the alesio
saum another reptilian monster fig
16 it was of a carnivorous persua
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fig 16
sion and is usually looked upon as
having been at constant enmity with

its contemporary the ichthyosaurus
sixteen species of have
been found in the rocks of great britain
alone specimens are known to have
been from 25 to 3030 feet in length
with paddles each 6 to 7 feet long
the creatures body was powpowerfullyeAlly
built and of cylindrical form its
neck was of excessive length the
cervical vertebraevete brae numbering between
2020 and 4040 the spinal vertebrae were
concave thus rendering a serpentine
motion possible the
and belonged alsoaiso to the
marine saurians of that day

the fig 17 was a
land reptile it was carnivorous its
huge jaws well supplied with large
flattened teeth the neck was shortshed
as would be expected of an animal

fig 17

with so powerful a head and upon
the shoulders was a vast accumula-
tion of muscle like the witherswithe of a
horse to aid in supporting the head
A thigh bone of this creature has
been found measuring 42 inches in
length the animal was over thirty
feet long

another reptile of acost unimagin-
able proportions was the
rus fig 18 this creature stood I1
from 10 to 15 feet high and not less
than from 25 to 3030 feet long the
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fig 18

view upon the screen well shows the
hugehuge bulk also the toad like form of
head it was a cold blooded crea-
ture

ti
as all reptiles are and to our

ideas of grace and beauty doubt-
lessly revolting

the iguanodon is also represented
before you fig 19 the artist has
pictured the creature as seen at a dis-
tance

j
thus deceiving us as to its

real size jerehereI it seems but small
and yet its bones show that it must
have been several times larger than
an elephant it is believed from the
shape of its body that the creaturocreature
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