==

70

EDITORIALS.
STREET SCENES IN. PIOUS
BROOKLYN.

| rantly

felons in that Territory is strongly
increased by the importation from
abroad of thousands who are igno-
seduced or licentiocusly at-
tracted to this shameful inslitu-
tion.”

¢ A large proportion of the whole

BROOKLYN is a very pious city. It
contains a number of “Christian”

number of polygamists are unnatu-
ralized foreigners, who own no alle-

chiurches of the very first class, if | giance fo our country or its Jaws.”

money, which is the God of this
age, is to be considered as giving
tone to them. Some of the
famous preachers with the most
noted congregations in the country
proclaim their kind of religlous doe-

“Which openly derides the au-
thority of the national government,
preacnes treason publicly, and

most | mnakes polygamous rebellion a reli-

gious duty.”’

“Degrading women, blotting cut
of their speech the very notion of
home and all the sacred associations

trines and sentiments from Brook-{ which it calls up, making a parody
lyn pulpits. That sanctified city also | of religion.”

boasts an anti-polygamic rociety

¢I ¢ foolishly assumes to be defiant

composed of womenl: with plenty of | to and stronger than the govern-
spare time on their hands, and who | ment.”

are therefore ready to undertake the

Having resided in Utah for nearly

management of other people’s af-|twenty-four years, and being ac-
fairs, and so waste a large amount | quainted with the religion we have

of sympathy over their sisters in
Utah, none of whom wonld change
places with them for a moment and
a great quantity of indignation over
¢“Mormon”™ men, who would die be-
fore they would stoop to the recret
villainies of the Brooklyn women’s
husbands.
Well, Brooklyn ought to have
nice society and a pure moral atmos-
here. Perhaps it has—in spots.
ut the following from an eastern |
aper does not favor the idea that
rooklyn is the moral paradise which
it ought to be with its pretensions
and its mote-picking from other peo-
ple’s eyes:

““The increase of petty crimes and
of drunkenness among women in

the large cities is a deplorable fact. |

It has become 8o patent that it can
no longer be ignored. In Brook-

lyn, one of the papers of |
that city =states: ‘women are
often carried to the station houses
so intoxicateii that common decen-
Oy is outraged in their appearanes,
with clothing torn from their bodies,
and beemeared with the filth they
have gathered in their revelry with
drink.,” Many women are daily ar-
rested for stealing, and these wo-
men are placed in the eharge of po-
licemen to be searched and afier-

ward guarded in police stations
until acquitted or convicted of
crime.?

embraced, and also with the public
diseourses and acte of those who of-
ficiate in & church capacity, I de-
clare thal the statémments in the
above quotationg, with all other like
s'atements, to be basze ialsehoods,
and when the parties who uttered
them are brought before the judg-
ment seat of Christ to render sn ac-
count of their earthly deeds, there
will be no lack of witnesses to tea-
tify against them. All who have
ever attended the meelings appoint-
ed by “Mormon” Klders and li-ten-
ed to their instructions know very
well that no “cunning appeal to the
ignorance aud base passions of men”
is ever made,; but that the prineciples
of purity are tsught and the sacred
Scriptures used as a text-book in
their teachings in publicand private
while those who adhere to their
teachings are well aware that when
they embrace what the world calls
“Mormonism,” their names will be
castout as evil in the midst of the
human family, while at them is
pointed the finger of ecorn from
every side—can thiere be any world-
ly inducement in being vilified and
traduced by your fellow~-men? If ro,
then the SBaviorand all the Propheis
have held out worldly inducements
to allure men into the plan of gal-
vation. Our miseion is to preach
repentance and remission of sius to
all people, whether they be religi-
ous or infidel, learned or unlearned;

Just suppose that such scenea|our meetings are open to all—priest
were enacted in Salt Lake City!|and people.

Would not the news be published

Referring to the election in Idaho,

throughout the continent and belthe statement made that a Con-

cited as proof of the tendencies of gressman was elected through the

““Mormonism.” When willthekid- | gotas directed by a “Lrief order of
gloved, silk-clothed and scented re-|Goo Q. Cannon” is only one of

formers who are so scandalized over| ..

fancied evils in Utah turn their at-
tention to theagran t disorders of
their own sin-stained cities auu the

* beams that lie across their own vis-

ual organs?

.
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A PLEA FOR THE MORMONS.

UNDER the above heading the St.
Louis Globe Democrat of February
5th has the following excellent let-
ter from Elder Matthias F. Cowley,
A young man of this city, nowen a
mission to the Southern States. We
reproduce it with pleasure, and con-
gratulate our young friend on the
able manner in which he has de-
fendsd the Church and people with
with whom he is closely connected:

“8t. Louis, Mo,, February 2, 1882,
—Will you permit me, through the
columns of your valuable paper, to
otter a few items on the much agita-
ted “Mormon Question?” Relating
to the *“Anti-volygamy” meeting
held in this city Monday evening,
80th ult,, for the purpose of delibe-
rating upon the subject in question
and adopting resolutions 10 be acted
upon by the National Congress, it
must be evident to all lovers of
truth that such deliberations and
resolutions should be founded on
truth, and truthonly. And, further,
that if falsehoods are resorted to in
any form, the fact forever stands as
a ,witness against those who use
them, and in favor of those against
whom they are used.

As a specimen of the remarks
made on the occasion referred to, I
introduce the following quotations
from your isdue of the 31s¢ ult.:

- ¢ ftsnumbers are daily recruited
by cunning appeals to the ignorance
and base ions of men.”

¢The vote of Idaho for Congress-
man was carrled ata late election
by a brief order of Geo. Q. Cannon,
directing ,the Mormons in that

Territory 10 vote for a certain
man.”
¢“That the number of polygamous

y erroneous statements made
by Judge Goodwin, in his attacks
upon the people of Utah., The
lengthy article from his pen
on the sgituation of ¢“Mor-
mon” affairs, was promptly re-
plied to by Hon, Chas. W. Penipse,
of Salt Lake City, in which he ex-
posed the talsehoods of the author,
but the editor of thé journal in
which the Judge’s article appesred,
being afraid of unpopular truths, re-
fused to publish the reply, while the
erroneous statements of the Judge
are swallowed by minisiers as a
sweet morsel; and meted out to the
uninformed to be received as truths.

The great majority of the people
of Utah, whether married orunmar-
ried, are either native born or lawful
American citizens according to the
strict requirements of the law, and
all stalements to the contrary are
untrue, and who, instead of *openly
deriding theauthority of the Na-
tional Government and preaching
treason,” are sober, virtuous, ‘indus.
trious citizens, believing and teach.
ing others to believe that the Con-
stitution of the United States was
framed by noble men under the in-
spiration of the Almighty, and
which we propose to maintain, let
others do as they may.

Relating to the ‘‘sacred associa.
tions of home” refered to by one of
the speakers, uninformed . people
might think that there were but
few homes In'Utah, But thereare no
names on earth that answer to the
graces of home in the strictest sense
of the term, better than those in
Utah, for there around the family
alter the members of the famlily
bow in humble prayer night and
morning seeking to the fountain of
all truth to guide them in the ways
of righteousness. There the youth
are taught to respect true yprinciple

and virtue above all things, and.

where the man is taught that a
violation of chastity is just ag flag-
rant in the man as in the woman,
and where home is go sacred and
Em, that divorces are few, and

ouses of infamy there were none—
until the withering hand of what is

T DESER

—

N T

ed itself into the vales of the moun-
tains—with it came the drinking
raloons, the gambling hall, the den
of infamy. 'These were eslablished
by reflned (7) people as adjuncis to
civilize (7) the “Mormons,” “We
seek no change and least of all such
change as this would bring us,”
In 1830 the Church of Jesus Christ
of 1atler-day Samnts was organized
in New York with six members.
From that dale to thie present the
doctrines theteof have been misre-
presented, and its adherents vilifled
and traduced by the wicked. For
nearly fourteen years subsequent Lo
the inception of thechurch the plea
offered as an excuse for oppising
Joseph Bmith and his co-religionists
was—Lhat they believed in mode:n
revelation; that they Lelieved in the
ministration of holy angels, accord-
ing to the New Testament doctrine,
and in Apostles, Prophets, healings.
divers Kinds of tongues, visions, ete,,
afler the ancient pattein. |
In afller years, however, this ex-
cuse of our enemies was laid aside,
and another grappled as if a drown-
ing man were reaching after a straw,
The excuse now is made: “*I'he Mor-
mons belleve in plural marriage.”
What, then, may we learn from
the history of the pasi? That if
“volygamy?” was Lot the excuse, il
would be something else, Anti-
Mormon fauaties are jumping from
one excuse Lo another,in oruer Lo jus-
Ltify their ynrighteous conduect, 1n-
deed, the cry is already raised thal
the “*Mormoug’’ are united even in
the election of civil oflicers. 'lerri-
blel 1sn’t il? Lual we should fail to
sce anything in the Constitution of
our country that requires us to split
up into political 1acilons and quarrel
about politice. We have something
else todo. Thusitisevident that
the pleas of excuse made by our en-
einles are manufactured Lo answer
tLe ends of batred, bigotry and pre-
judice, *‘A house divided aganst
itseifl cannot stand,” religious or
olherwise, The actlon of mobocrals
in driving the “Mormon’ people
from Missouri i 1838 was refected Lo
in the meeling, the other night, as
if it were a deed of hervism and de-
serving of merit, bul what are Lhe
facls of the case? In writing of
the atllempts of newspaper edi-
tors to cover the deeds of
violence perpetrated agalnst Lhe
Lalter-day ainls an eye wilness
and personal suflerer, says: *‘Bat
can they hide the Governor’s cruel
order for bapishment or extermina-
tion? Can they conceal the facts
of the disgraceful treaty of the gen-
erals with their own officers and
men at Far Wesl? Can they con.
ceal the fact that twelve or tifteen
thousand men, women and ckildren
have been banished from the State
without Lrial or condemnation? And
this at the expense of $200,000, and
this sum appropriated by the State
Legislature in order to pay the
troops for Lthisuct of lawless cutrage?
Can they conceal the fact Lthal we
have been imprisoned for
months, while our families, friends
and wiinesses have bean driven
away? Can they conceal the blood
of the murdered husbands and fa-
thers, or stifie the cries of the wi-
dow and the tatherless? Nay. The
rocks and the mountains may cover
them in unknown depths, theawiful
abyss of fathomless deep may swal-
low them up, and still their horrid
deeds stand forth in the broad light

of day for ihe wondering gaze
of angels and men., 1I
can  not be hid ! The

Latter-day Saints have been driven
from their homes, as a body of peo-
ple, five times at the hands of mob-
ocrats, often headed by sectarian
preachers, their goods despoiled,and
their property taken from them,
while the soil' of Missouri, 1llinois
and Georgia is stained with the
blood of innocence, which cries from
the ground for vengeance, and ere
long the wicked will be judged and
¢éonsigned to that punishment
which the Scriptures declare. Those
who thus suflfered for their religion
violated no laws of the country, in-
fringed upon the rights of none, and
were true fto their country. Yet
with all these facts before us, it
stands as a disgrace to our country
that the perpetrators of thse bloedy
deeds were never brought to justice
by the Government; nor was any
remuneration made to the Latter-
day Baints for the lands they had
purchased from the Government
and recelved titles according to the
law, and of which they were cruelly
robbed by wicked men. Our people
appealed to the Judge, then to the
Governor, and then to the FPresi-
dent of the United States, for a
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falsely called Christianity introduc-)man, your cause is just,

redress of  grievances, but
failed to obtain it. The President
replied to thesel ap “Gentle-

t we can' ments of God—such as wuniversal

Feb. 22

do nothing for you.” In like man-
nersald Pontius Pilate o/ old, doubt-
Jess being afrald of public clamor.
QOur case is now in the courts of
Heaven, before the tribunal of the
Great Jehovab, from whose decision
there is no appeal. Would it not be
well for men to consider these facts
and act wisely, rather than holding
up the deeds of darkness perpetrated
by anti-Mormon fanatics as acts of
righteous indignation, and thereby
partaking of their evil works. Men
professing to be ministers will exert
their mental strength in trying to
grwu that a murderer can be saved.

wung from the gallows, when un.
worthy to remain among mortal

men to the presence of the Lord, |

while a man who believes as the

Scriptures teach, that marriage is|

—-

strife and bloodshed in the nations
of the earth, with numerous calam-
ities, as predicted by the SBavior and
His Prophets, ancient and modern,
until the “eonsumption -deocreed
shall make a full end of all nations,”
to Le succeeded by the kingdom of
God and His Christ,” to reign in

power and great glory.
Very respectfully
M. ¥. CowLEY
“Mormon?” Elder.
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THE BOOK OF MORMON AGAIN
SUSTAINED.

ONE of the objections raised to the
Book of Mormon many years ago
was the statement that with Lthe

divine, and under his honest convie-

plates from which it was transcribed

tion that God has revealed anew the | was found a breastplate, also that
patriarchal order jof marriage, and| the Book speaks of armor worn by

recelves like the prophets of old
more wives than one, would, if sec-
tarian priesteraft held the destinies
of men, be sent to perdition. Let
men Iin‘roduce measures against
prostitulion, infanticide and their

l

the Nephites. It was claimed by

opponents that the aborigines of this
country knew nothing about armor
or its manufacture, and therefore
these statements were proof of ime.
pusture.

kindred evile, which prevail to an
alarming extent in their own citles,
and not disgrace themeelves and
their country by oppressing a people
who do not practice these abomina-
tions. It has been said that the
““Mormons” were an ignorant peo-
rle, opposed to education, aud con-
slantly recruited by the importation
of ignorant people fromabtroad. We
do not wish to boast of intelligence,
but we are not 2fraid to be put to
tHe test, and for an example we will
compare Utah and Missouri. The
following statislics. were compiled by

In a very nice liltle work recently
published by Kstes & Lauriat, of
Boston, entitled *Young Folks’ His-
fory of America, is an account of a
slone covered with hieroglyphica, at
Dighton, Massachusetts, and also of
a skeleton in armor, of a kind dissimi-
lar from any armor of historical date.
Following is the deseription taken
from the book, which gives also cuts
of the stone and the skeleton.

“The celebrated Writing Rock at
Dighton is situated on the Taunton
River, a stream associated with

United States offieers, and appeared | many Iudian traditions and events

in print in St. Louis about two years

of colonial history. It isoften visit-

ago:

ed by antiquaries, and its inserip-

Per cent, | tions are well preserved. 1t coneists

Ty
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Utal’s pauperage,
Misgouri’s panperage,
Utah’s insaneand idiotic,
Missouri’s insane and idiotie,
Utah’s conviets,
Missouri’s convicts,
Utah’s illiteracy, 113
Missouri’s illiteracy, 21 2.3
Utah’s printing and publishing, 13}
Missouri’s printing and pub-

-~ lishing, 64

This favorable condition of Utahis
the result of “Mormonism,” to
which we are indebted for all our
success, Through all the trying
gcenes which our peoplehave passed
it is a noticeable fact that the watch-
care of Providence has been and is
now extended in their behalf. They
flourish in the mouniains and in-
crease like Israel of old. The desert
rejoices and blossoms as the rose,
and in the habitations of the Baints;
from Idaho to Arizona, is heard the
voice of melody and thanksgiving,
while those who oppress them shall
wither away, and ere long their
names will rot in oblivion.
is the matter, then? Why do the

ple “rage and imagine a wvain
thing?”? Tt is because God has spoken
from theheavens, and restored the
keys of salvation to men upon the
earth. Batan knows this, and there-
fore inspires the wicked to fight
against the truth. When Cain and
Abel offered sacrifice te the Lord,
the former being corrupt at heart,
was moved with envy when he be-
held the favor of heaven resting
resting upon the younger brother
and his own offering rejected, and
therefore slew him., The ﬂfi'ering

ey | and eacrifice of the Latter-day

Saints has been 8o acceptable to our

Heavenly Father that the care, pro- [and entirely encircling the

tection and blessings of the Lord
have ever aftended them, Their
enemies, moved with envy and
hatred, would like to see them oblit-
erafed from the face of the earth,
But allow me the privilege of of-
fering my testimony upon the
strengtlh of what God has revealed,
that whosoever will raise his
arm or influence in any way against
the Latter-day Saints or their reli-
gion will meet with adversity and
?_uﬂ“er tlli: curses of %odin time and
n eternity, except he speedily re-
pents of his sins, This is true,whe-
ther applied to individuals, states
or nations. Therefore I would warn

What |

puny |

of asolitary masa of flne-grained
granite, 1ying on the sands of the
river, a few feet above low-water

11 28 mark, but covered with water at
3 1.9 | each rising
83 water gide it

of the tide. On the
presents an ineclined
Elnne, the face of which, eleven feet

y five feet,seems to have been
originally covered with sculptures
and hieroglyphic inseriptions. The
face of therock i¥ extremely hard,
and, however old the inscriptions
may be, those that rise above the
low-water mark can have under-
¢one but little change fiom the ac-
tion of the elements,

The rock was noticed by the Pil-
grims, but received little attention
from historians and antigquaries un-
til the years 1834-35, when a most
extraordinary relic was found a few
miles distant, in the town of Fall
River, In digging down a hill near
the town, a mass of earth slid off,
uncovering a human skull, which
| was found to belong to a ekeleton
buried in a sitting posture, envelop-
ed in a covering of bark. This en-
velope was removed, when the as.
tonished workman saw that the
trunk of this skeleton was encased
in a breastplate of brass. The bresst-
plate which was similar to that
which Homer describes as having
 been worn by Hector, was teen
inches long, six inches at the
upper end and about flve inches at

e lower, It was evidently cast in
a furnace, and was about one-eighth
of an inch in thickness, |

But what s most remarkable
about this armor is, that it seems to
have no association with the armor-
jal customs of Northern or Iastern
kurope, nor with any recent histori-
cal date. Below the breastplate,
was a belt com of brass tuhes:
each four and a half inches in
length and three-sixteenths of an
inch in diameter. The tubes were
cast upon hellow reeds, and were so
prepar:d as to protect the vulner-
able psrts of the body below the
breastplates.”

The Book of Mormon gives an ac-
count of engravings on, a efone and
the discovery related above is evi-
dence that the ancient dwellers on
this land did write in hieroglyphics
in that manner:

“And it came to pass that in the

all men, as a servant of God and s
friend of man, to refrain from perse-
cuting the “Mormons” or any one
else, and from joining any ccmbina-
tion of men for the purpose of op-
pressing their fellowman. “For
with what measure ye mete, il shall
be measured to you again.”

The Elders of lsrael have been
for years, and are now in the nations
of the earth calling upon the hu-
man family, by the authority of
Heaven, to repent of their sins and
obey the everlasting gospel. After

days of Mosiah there was a large
stone broughtunto him with engrav.
ings on if, and hedid interpret the
engravings by the gift and power of

God.” Book of Mormon, p. 156,

In re to the armor worn by
the Nephifes in their wars with the
Lamanites, we have the following:

“37. And the work of death com-
menced on both sides, ibut it was
more dreadful on the part of the La-
manites, for their nakedness was
exposed fo the heavy blows of the
Nephites, with their swords and

the testimony of these Elders will
follow in quick succession the judg-

their cimeters, whioh brought death
almost at every stroke,
#38. While on the other hand




