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on march 21 1896 1I bade farewell to
the beautiful valleys of the mountains
and after a very pleasant journey
through country new to me I1
arrived at chattanooga tenn march
26 while at chattanooga I1 had the
privilege of visiting the famous lookout
mountain where in the waxwar of the
rebellion so many noble sons met
their doom while here our colored
guide for such we had led us to a
part of the mountain where the tops of
the treesfrees were all gone he informed us
that they had been cut off by cannon
tellsballs in the time of the war in many
places could be been large cannon balls
lodged in the trunks of the sturdy oak
from lookout mountain I1 take the
electric car for the cemetery where
those who met their fate in the great
civil war were laid to rest and the
name I1 should give that place would
be the beautiful ety of the dead for
ft toIB indeed so after copying in my
diary some of the beautiful inscriptions
found on the marble head stones I1 re-
turn to the city when I1 receive my
appointment together with some valu-
able instructions from elder ellaselias S

of the mission I1 was
amigassignedned to labor in the west virginia
conference which includes the eastern
part of kentucky I1 traveled in com-
pany with elder blackburn of brig-
ham city to lewis county kentucky
where we wetulet elders burrows and

after two weeks in lewis
batya I1 was called to accompany

S D wilcox of preston ida
toft up letcher county ky
situated in the eastern part of ken-
tucky along the black mountains on
arrivingrIvIngaT in this county we went direct
to the county seat whitesburgWhitesburg ob-
tained the court house to preach in
and stayed at the best hotel in the
place the people of letcher county
are as a rule poor but a more hospita-
ble people one could noenot wish to meet

after three months of successful la-
bor there we returned to lewis county
to attend conference where we hadbad a
spiritual as well as a temporal feast
conference over I1 am assigned to la-
bor with elder curtis B smith of
manassa colo and our field of labor
is mercer county west virginia

we arrived in mercer sept and
arentwent to the home of samuel R crotty
the only family of saintsSaintff in mercer
county great credit is due brother
grottycrotty and family for their untiring
efforts in making a comfortable home
torfor the elders on beginning our la-
bors in mercer county we found the
people very indifferent and a great
deal of prejudice existing among soma
but by the help of the lord we suc-
ceeded in eradicating from the minds
of the people some of the prejudice
that have so long existed churches
and school houses were thrown openop into us and now a mormon elder will
be welcomed in almost any part of
mercer county

from merces county I1 was called to
go into raleigh county west va incompany with elder harry H cluff ofprovo at the latter place the writer
tteado himself comfortably situated at
the present time since coming intoraleigh county we have baptized eight
souls there are now sixteen saints in
this county we have just organized
a sunday school which is a credit to
the placeolace and a great benefit to all
interested we have at present forty
three names enrolled people of differ-
ent denominations attendat four sunday

schoolchool andall seem very well pleased

with the way it is conducted our
superintendent brother C A thomp-
son is an exemplary young man and
tsis interested in the work the saints
in raleigh county have shown them-
selves worthy the blessings of god
brother lawson jarrell and family
have never tired of making a plea-
sant home for the elders un-
cle jake pettry although not
a member of the church has
done much for the spread of truth
in the county he is a weel to do
planter and an influential man hlahis
has ever been a home for the mormon
elders

our late conference was held in this
county last month and using a com-
mon expression among the people here
it was a sighteight in the world on en-
tering the hall where our conference
was held the first thing to draw atten-
tion were the beautiful decorations
consisting of pine fur hemlock the
laurel and the holly branch the peo-
ple mormon and non mormon united
as brothers and sisters and the result
was our conference was a success it
is a custom among the people here at
all public gatherings to have dinner on
the ground and not wishing to be out
of the fashion we did likewise and
it was a pleasing sight to behold the
yard was covered with people they
came from far and near I1 was in-
formed that some had come over fifty
miles elder A P keolerkeeler of brooklyn
met with us and we had a time of re-
joicingjo the blessings of god have at-
tended me in my entire mission I1
have had health and strength and kind
friends to provide for my wants we
travel as did the apostles of old ab-
solutelysol without purse or scrip and
we have proven beyond a doubt that
by so doing we axeare greatly blessed in
our labors

the gospel is spreading as never be-
fore we have more invitations to
come and preach than we can find
time to accept the harvest truly is
great but the laborers are few

the news well we could not do
without it it is read and rereadre read and
then handed to saints and friends who
are anxious to peruse its columns

ORSON HYDE
lawson west virginia

UINTAH STAKE conference

the stake quarterly confer-
ence was held in the stake house
vernal oct 81 and nov 1 1897

there were present on the stand
elder abraham 0 woodruff of theapostles quorum elder seymour B
young of the first seven presidents of
seventy the stake presidency and
other brethren connected with the
the various quorums of priesthood in
the stake

after opening exercises elder ben-
nion addressed the conference among
subjects touched upon were the evils
that exist in our midst such as sa-
loons and similar places

elder collett reported the stake as
1

in very fair condition much emigra-
tion is coming into our midst he
wished the several bishops to look
after the new comers the stake
academy tois doing a good work as also
the district schools education is grow-
ing rapidly

elder young was the next speaker
he spoke of the wonderful blessings
bestowed upon us by the lord the
products of this land he said are won-
derful the lord has blessed the peo-
ple and their labors

it is not necessary to break the
word of wisdom to sustain life how
long would intoxicants keep us fromfroin

starving how long would precious
metals alone ensure our existence
the people should turn their attention
to cultivating the soil and produce
what they need and consume aspeaspeak-
ing of the education of children rideryoung said set them proper examples
examples are catching we ought to-
be very careful in making promises
to children unless they are fulfilled
always use kindness which will win
in all instances never allow your-
selves to strike a child in a fit of anger
but use love and persuade him or herto do your bidding this is the gov-
ernment of god on earth all chil-
dren are subject to influences neme asas another hence be carcarefulful inplacing safeguards around them intime those who are blessed
power to control should assist heirneighbors who may not be so fortunate

2 p m elder hacking was the firstspeaker he referred to the
made during the morning session onthe subjects of proper training of chil-dren and education he suggestedmany valuable points wherein im-provementpro could be made among us asa co and urged all to full per-
formanceformance of their duties

elder woodruff spoke at some length
on the subject of revelation calling at-tention to how the gospel was restored
in this dispensation and how we may
know of these things he referred tctemporal affairs of the people ana
counseled them to take care of thatwhich god had given them he adviser
them to hold on to heir lands and in-crease their possessions when practi-cable he said those who have becomeinvolved financially could free them-
selves viz by paying their tithes ananaofferings and keeping the command-
ments of god he showed the evil ofbrethren going to law and said it waswap
a shame that brethren should sue one- s
another in closing he referred to theremarks of elder young on child train a

ing in speaking of tithing he said 3

those who had been the most
in this direction were the most pros
berous 3

closing remarks were made by elder
bennion

singing and benediction 1

at the monday morning session thebishops gave reports of their respect
ive wards showing a very fair condl 1Ition although some negligence inchurch duties was reported both by
officers and members somesome wardswere in much better condition thanothers

elder woodruff commented upon theable jreports and gave encouraging advice
i to the officers as to how to proceed hiaherebuked the negligent and indifferent
saying he would prefer a person whoawho
would fight against the truth to one- s

who would stand neutral we have 9 si

striking example of this class recorded S
in the bible

elder young followed calling atten-
tion to the Imimpostorsposters that have andmay come in our midst giving a key
by which all may know them in clos
ing he spoke on home industries anaan
advised the people to enter into thim 3
kind of investment while the cocountryu 6

was young and competition cocamparaampara J
lively small

2 p m after the opening
the general and local authorities were
presented and unanimously
by the conference p

elder woodruff was the first speaker
he said the latter day saints anre a
peculiar people we are the only peo
pie who believe in building temples
and administering ordinancesordan ances theretherein
both for the living and the dead he
aalde the people of noahs time weredestroyed because of their wickednesssa
but christ opened the door rtcf tsprison that they might again hearbear thgospel and itif they so choose coucour
embrace it that they might be


