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AN IMPARTIAL INVESTIGA-
TION.

WE have noticed in geveral papers
allusions to the course which Presi-
dent Arthur is expected to take in
relation to the “Mormons.” It has

been announced that ‘““the FPres-
ident has already taken gteps
t> secure impartial and com-
plete information on the Mor-
mon question.,” This is viewed by
some journals with satisfaction, as
they imagine that an investigation
of this kind will result in the inau-
guration of severe and hostile mea-
sures against the “Mormons,” whom
they imagine to be in a chronic
state of rebellion against the Gov-
ernment and in a generally turbu-
lent nnﬂi::ll lawless mndlt]iun. But ﬂ:at?lrﬂ
are other papers, perhaps a e
better infng:led, who do not want
any impartial inquiry, fearing that
it would show the ﬁwflﬂ of Utah to
have been vilely slandered, and the
hue and cry raised against them to
have been made for the vilest pur-
poses and without any sufficient
cause, Among the latter is the Ro-
chester (New York) Herald, which
in a leading editorial says:

““Buat we do not like the look of the
word ‘impartial’ in that connection.
Information that eomes from un-
biased sources about Mormonism is
not worth having. No one whose
judgment should be followed by the
President can have any informa-
tion about the institution who is not
dead againstit. BSentimental tour-
1sts have dropped down on the City
of the Baints for a few days on
their trans - continental tours,
and come away with glowing

fods * about the the
ornions have madethe *wilder-
ness to blossom as the rose.” Hard-
headed business men who know a
dollar every time they see it under
whatever disguise, but who have
neither the taste nor t};:oﬁlzfaclty to
study and understand and po-
litical problems,have expatiated upon
the industrial and materialiprosper-
ity of the community. at both
classes have failed to see behind and
beneath these surface indications
the mass of moral and social rotten-
ness, the intolerable despotism, the
cruel wrongs and sufferings that ex-
ist as the product of the accursed
system of Mormonism. It is not the
evils of %olygamy alone that Presi-
dent Arthur should inquire for, but
the evils of Mormonism. Polygamy
is but one, though the most conspic-
uous and offensive, of the abomina-
tions of the parent system.”

This enunciation will strike can-
did minds as the extremity of intol-
erance, The sentiment it contains,
however, is net uncommon to oppo-
nents of ‘“ Mormonism.” They act
if they do not express it. They
only wish to hear what can be raid
against the system. do not

Theﬂ
desire that others shall listen to|

anything in its favor. They have
made up their verdict from one side
of the case. The other side is given
no opportunity to rebut or defend.
The influential press of the country
will publish the meost ridiculous
stories and abominable falsehoods
t the “ Mormons,” but as a
general rule will print no refutation
of the calumnies. If the falsehood
of an anti-Mormon statement is too
glaring for the public to receive,
any admission of its untruth is
made in such a way that it is a vir-
tual attack on the “Mormons” from
a little diflerent standpoint. The
public ear is closed against any
“Mormon” statement of facts or
reasonings in support of their "posi-
tion, and, as another eastern paper
puts it, ““argument on this question
is not required; dynamite is wanted
to blow the whole thing to pieces.”
The Government of the United
States has once before been urged
into foolish and hasty action on the
so-called “Mormon question” and,
Just as now, to proceed without any
“information from unbiased
sources,” Certain officials, corrupt
at heart and licentious in

this Territory
Washington with stories of ¢Mor-
mon rebellion,” alleging that the
people here had stolen and destroy-
ed court records and other public
property and driven them from their
Poata. Without waiting to make
‘an impartial investigation,” troops
were dispatched to subdue the peo-
le supposed to be in rebellion; the
‘Mormon’ Governor was displaced
and his successor apﬁvointed y no in-
formation of the change was for-
warded; no opportunity for explana-

tlon was given; no statement
of the <charges was made
to the people accused; no

reply was asked for or wanted. But
the new officials were gent on with
an army to install them and the
Territory was treated as though the
accusations against the citizens had
been proven beyond doubt.
What was the consequence? The
Governmeant wasted millicns of the
ple’s money, and exhibited to
the world the truth of the adage of
the wise man, “He that judgeth a
matter before he heareth it is a
fool.”” It was clearly demonstrated
that the authorities of this great na-
tion had jumped at a conclusion and
landed in a quagmire., The men
whose testimony they receiv-
ed without any “information
from wunbiased sources” were
proven to be liars, The records
were neither stolen nor destroyed.

| There was no ‘rebellion’ against

the Government. Therascally offi-
cials had not been driven away but
had deserted their posts, and their
statemment was a mass of spite and
perjury. Then the Government
found it necessary to “‘pardon” the
“Mormons” by wholesale for offen-
ces they had never committed, and
when the troo were with-
drawn, the people against whom
the wicked plot had been
formed rea the sole benefits of
the crusade,started for their destruc-
tion, the material left behind and
sold for a mere song, proving a
source of great wealth to them.
“Impartial” and ““unbiased infor-
mation,”” which the Rochester Her-
ald does ““not like the looks of,”
would disclose the fact that the sen-
sational stories received by other-
wise well informed peOPIﬂ as ex-
ures of ‘““Mormonisin,”” are base-
ess and absurd untruths. Those
“hard-headed business men” who
have failed to see behind the unde-
niable industrial and material pros-
perity of the ‘Mormons,” *“the
social rottenness, the intolerable
disposition and the cruel wrongs”
which have been pictured by bigot-
ed religions declaimers, vile and de-
famatory enemies of the ‘“Mor-
mons” and novel-writing merce-
naries, are far better qualified- to
Emnnunm judgment on what they
ave seen, than eastern edlitors who
swim with the tide of popular opin-
ion, who form their opinions from
h » Who do not want anything-
“jmpartial,” and who spurn every
thing,in relation to the subject that
comes from an ‘““anbiased’ source.
We tell the Rochester. Her-
ald  that there is more
social rotlenness in the eity
where it is published than
is ever thought of among the peace-
able, honest and home-loving people
of Utah. Men who live here and
who have traveled among
jes of the Gentiles” know of thece
things. When our young men,
reared in polygamous families ake
their first journey into the world,
they are amazed and horrified
at the deep and damning so-
cial iniquities, existing in “Chris-
tian” communities and tolerat-
ed by bigoted “Mormon”-haters as
necessary evils, “Impariial inves-
tigation” will show that society in
the East, where “Mormonism?” is
denounced with affected horror, is
black as midnight compared to the
quiet tﬁuﬂty of ‘*Mormon” life,
where the strongest safeguards are
thrown around female virtue, and
any sexual indulgence outside the
marriage relation is viewed, next to
murder, as the highest crime against
God and true religion.
The one thing that alone offers
any excuse for an outcry against
Utah, is the practice of plural mar-
riage, improperly called polygamy.
That is opposed to the popular theo-
ries concerning marriage. A law
has been  specially framed
against it. Bat it is not and cannot
be understood while impartial in-
vestigation and unbiased informa-
tion concerning it is silenced or re-
udiated. The law against it con-
ains within itself a fallacy. It con-
founds it witha well known and
recognized crime with which
it has nothing in common.
It is totally unlike what it is im-
sgined to be, The stories concern-

ciead, left' ing it are drawn from prurient im-!mitted in the perpetration of or at

and went back to|agination or concocted for villainous

“the cit- |

{JI.II'IJGEEB. And whatever may be
hought of it, right or wrong, its
roportions have been magnified by
Fumur and interested falsehood be-
yond all relation to reality. And
the whole force of the national au-
thority is demanded to be hurled
inst a small Territory in the
Rocky Mountains, because a few of
its citizens—its- whole population
being but a handful-have more
women than one married to them
by a religious ceremony under »
cified restrictions, and who live with
them in the marriage relation b
arrangmente and consent of all
rties,

“Impartial investigation” is not
feared nor decried by the *Mor-
mons.” We court unbiased scrutiny.
We do not object to hone :t criticism.
And the fact that ‘““‘unbiased infor-
mation” is not wanted on this sub-
ject eught to be proof enough to
pﬂu]gle of calm judgment, that the
stories «n which the policy of force
is urged are at least of very doubt-
ful verity. The country has been
flooded with falsehood about the
‘““Mormons” and their marriage
system. Popular opinion has been
formeJd through the basest imagin-
ings and insinuations on a subject
liable to the very worst misrepresen-

tation, especially among those
who are corrupt in spirit and
smutty in conversation. But

is it according to the genius or
statesmanship and the principles of

may, on recommerdation of the
jury, be imprisoned for life.

PS | unlawful act, is to be regarded in

tempt to perpetrate any arson,
burglary or robbery,
petrated by any act greatly danger-
ous to the lives of others, and evi-
dencing a depraved mind, regardless
of human life is murder in the first
degree.” (Sec§9.)

¥* *

or per-

I'he penalty for murder in the
first degree is death, or the convict

If the killing of a human being
while the glayer is committing an

the light of a mere accident, one of
the strongest safeguards erected by
the lJaw will be broken down. Our
statutes are in accor. ance with well

known and Jong  established
legal principles. A person
who attempts an  unlawful

act and proceeds further than he |
intended is responsible for all his
doings and their results. Confes-
sion of guilt, turning States’ evi-
dence or other palliative proceed-
ings may have weight with a jury
and the court, and materially affect
the sentence. But it cannot, we
think, be sccessfully disputed that
such a homicide as occurred at
Franklin was murderand that it was

a capital offence. It was a terrible|

affair, and while no one desires that

ra I Woolsey
4 guidearrived, to inform us we were
on the wron
much please
stop
to Pinto before overtaking us.
| uide being
horse blind in one eye,
security that all would be righ
balance of the journey, after ge
onto the right road again.

| started for Pine Vllleg'

the murderers shall be punished be |

vond their deserls, yet justice
should have its own, and the laws
enacted for the preservation of hu-
man life should be fully vindicated.

constitutional government, to con-
deman & community on one-sided
evidence? to let loose the forces of
destruction upon a people unheard
and undefended? and to rush into
harsh extremities with ears closed
against “unbiased information and
impartial investiga
not. And in spite of the wishes of
such unwise and incendiary writers
as the editor of the Rochester Her-

ald, we have no doubt that proper |

inquiry will be made by the new
Administration before any step wiil
be taken like the anti-**Mormon”
fiasco, which disgraced the term of
Buchanan and crippled the country
forits first struggle with a great and
veritable ““rebellion.”

-

WAS IT MURDER?

SoME inquiry has arisen coucerning
the degree of guilt to be attached in
law to the captured robbers who
killed young Joel Hinckley. It is
thought by some persons that as the
homicide was in all probability un-
intentional, the prisoners cannot
be punished with the cspital
penalty. Others think that

taking all the cirecumstances into
consideration, the culprits commit-
ted murder and ought to suffer
death. We will briefly examine
the case, not with any intent to pre-
judge the guilt or innocence ot the
accused, or to state beforehand what
should or should not be done with
them, but to exhibit the affair in its
true light.

The two men went to the place
where the ofiense wascommitted for
the purpose of burglary or robbery.
Theywent with aloaded weapon pre-
pared®to take life, if necessary, to
the accomplishment of their pur-
pose. They may not have intended
to kill, but had the implement in
readiness to kill. Their intent was
felonious if not homicidal. We pre.
sun e no one will dispute that a
loaded pistol point at young
Hinckley, while they were thus
felonlously engaged, by one of the
robbers went off; and killed Hinck-
ley on the spot.
If so in what degree? If it was
not murder, what is the class of the
offence? And, how may it be pun-
ished?

Murder is defined in our statutes
to be the unlawful killing of a hu-
man being with malice afore-
thought.” But the malice may be
expressor implied. “It is implied
when no considerabie provoeation

—m——

tion?’ ;We think |

Was this murder? |
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In about half an hour our

road. He seemed
to know we had
, 88 he had visions of driving
Our
nearsighted, and his
ye, we felt a

t th
tting!
At 2.45, after partaking of lunch,

we started, and arrived at Pinto,
without further mishap, at 5 p.m.

All were comfortably provided for.

Sunday, Nov. 6.

Meeting was held at 10a.m, in the
snug little meeting-house.

After singing,Elder Nuttall offered
prayer.

Presidents Taylor and Woodruff
and Elder Richards spoke,and Elder
Henry Lunt closed.

After dinner, at 2 o’clock we

and arrived
at 430, in a cold, blustery wind
storm.

Meeling was held at 6.30. .

After singing, Elder Gibbs prayed,
and the speakers were Elder Rich-

|ards and Presidents Woodruff and

Taylor.

Benedietion by Elder Nuttall,

At the close the meeting we
received the intelligence of the -
death of Apostle F. M. Lyman’s

daughter, at Tooele, to-day.

Monday, Nov, 7th.
fine morning. At 8 o’clock

A

PRESIDENT TAYLOR AND |Haronin Bortngs ot 1y poooned st

PARTY.

The fol wing communication
concerning President Taylor’s tour
in the southern part of the Territory

continues the account of the trip|and saccompanied them to

from the arrival at Beaver:
ST, GEORGE, Nov. 8, 1881,

|

Elder C. W. Penrose:

President Taylor and party arrived
here last evening,

Thur=day,Nov. 3rd,a fine pleasant
morning. Everything being ready
we bade adieu to the Baints of Bea-

Cannon and Elder Lund met the
ty 1 ear the lava beds, and some
our miles from St. George a mount-
ed escort of twenty men and several
carrisges, in e¢barge of Col. G.
Hardy, met and saluted the party
St.

George, where we arrived at 4.80,
President Erastus Snow, having
arrived at home from Arizona on
Saturday evening, in good health,
kindly tendered the hospitalities of
his house to Prest. Taylor, which
were accepted.

We learned that Prest. Cannon
and party arrived at B8t, George on

ver at 8 30 o’clock for Parowan, ar- | Saturday night, and held meeting

rived at Buckhorn Springs at 12

m.

on Sunday; also that Apostle F, M.

partook of lunch, fed the teams and | yman bad started for Salt Lake

starting again at 1.30 arrived at Paro-
wan at 3.45. On entering the city
the children of the Primary .Aseo-
ciation were out on each side oi the

City this morning.

Tuesday, Nov. 8th.
The members of the party all well

road, headed by President T.J.Jones | in health.
and Counselor Dalton with their| At 10o’clock a, m. the Saints con-

teachers to
his arrival. All being provided for,
at 7 o’clock meeting
on wiich occasion Presidents Can-
non
Sainte,

was held, | Cannon o

and Woodruff addressed the |D. Ri

greet the President on | vened in the Tabernacle.

After singing by the choir, Prest.

yer.

Prest. Woodruff and Apestles F.

kcharda and E. Snow were the
ers.

This evening, arrangements were| Prest. Taylor felt to bless the peo-
made for PreSident Cannon and | ple.

Apostles Lyman and Smith to pro-

Benediction by Elder L, J, Nut-

ceed direct to St, George, holding | tall.

meetings by the way, whilst Presi-
dent Taylor and Woodruff, and the
rest of the party should proceed by
way of Pinto and Pine Valley.

Fridav, November 4.

At 2 p. m. meeting again conven-

| ed, and after prayer by Elder Rich-

ards, Prest. Taylor occu

time i instructiv lf i
me in a v e discourse,
in a kind, f:Kerly spirit.

The congregation sang, “Come

President Cannon and party start- | all ye Sons of Zijon.”

ed this morning at 6 o’clock.

At 10 o’clock Pre:ident Taylor
held meeting. President Woodruff
offered prayer, after which, Elder

appears or when the cjircamstances
att nding the killing show an aban-
doned or malignant heart.” Homi-
cide is excusable when commited by
accident ““in dommg a lawful act by
lawful means.” Manslaughter is the
unlawful killing of a human being
without malice. 2 But it
is woluntary or inveluntary,
Voluntary when done in the heat of
passion,involuntary when in the per-
formance of a lawful act or of an un
lawful act notamounting toa felony.
[t will be seen from this that the
ghooting in gquestion comes under
the head of murder, Now as to the
degree. Our penal code provides:

“Everymurder = * #*  com-

Richards, Presidents Taylor and
Woodrufl'spoke,

Morgan Richards, jr., was called
and appointed as Second Counselor

to President T, J. Jones, and was |arrive on Sunday

set apart
that office.
dismissed the meeting.

At 2 pom. started for Cedar and
arrived ats p m. At 6.30 a meeting
was held. Elder George F. Gibbs
offered prayer. Presidents Wood-

by

Elder J. H. Smith closed with

prayer.
The weather is cool and- pleasant
and an agreeable wvisit th the
Saints is anticipated.
President

staris for the

Cannon

Q.
city on Thurs-

and expects fto
morning. 1t is

day morning

President Taylor to|not yet determined when President
Bishop W. H. Dame t‘l‘r?ylor will start on the homeward

p-
Kind regards, ‘
Your brother, e

tn. :
L.J. N.

e

ruff, Richards and Taylor addressed| The following further purtlmhrl

the Saints. Elder Nuttall dismiesed,
Eld:r George Ingram was selected
as a missionary to St. John, Arizona

and he, with four other Klders, sons
qu Bmth 3y Egdﬂ' 0- W!

John Berry, of Kanarra,
were set apart by Presidents 'Wood-
ruff and Richards, for their mission,
those other Elders having being
called at a previous conference.

Saturddy, November 5.

were received on Monday the 14th:
ST. GEORGE, Novembear 11, 1881.

Penrose, Ciiy:

On Wednesday, November 8th,
most of the day was nt in the
Temple, by President John Taylor
and party.

At 6,30 p.m, meeting was held in
the Tabernacle, on which occasion

President Taylor and brethren met | President George Q. Cannon, Apos-

with President T. J. Jones and oth-
ers, and conversed in regard
to the San Juan Mission, and
at 1080 the party started for
Pinto. This place being off the gen-
erally traveled road, it was proposed
that a suitable person accompany
the President as guide, which was
gratefully accepted, but on starting,
it was found the guide was not quite
ready, but would follow. After
traveling some 15 miles, part of the
way in fear of being on the wrong

road, the party halted for noon at

the ranch occupied by Bro, Thomas '

tle J. H. Smith, and Presidents
Woodruff and Tn.yinr addressed the
mngregntiun.

In the evening the members of
the family of Apostle Erastus Snow

joined with President Taylor and

party in extending congratulations
and good wishes to Brotner Snow on
his 63rd birthday. Prest. Cannon
bade adieu, as he leaves for Salt
Lake Cily to-merrow morning.
The programme for the

ourney by way of Toquerville, Vir-
i;en and Rockville,

prepared.

to Kanab, was




