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three horaes forthe ag-

";Z ",f,';i !it;%tggt of three hundred and
gﬁug dollara: That the horses Dames were
Major, Dan and Dick, and color respac-
Hvely’ one grey snd Lwo, hays; and also
Andn;w Poatarson wWas p_ald $120.00 for bis
roy horse. ‘That maid bhorses weore
%Ouj;zm bv bim and sold by me for use 1n
the Salt Iake Fire department, and the
sum'of three hundred aad fifcy dollars
; agreed upon and ull I ra-

gsulgg:lfiig)ed and sworn to before me this

h, 1893.
23rd day of M;fﬁn'cﬂs J. Bexsox,

Justice of the Peace, Newtoa Precinct,

Uiah Territory. .
* frem an affi-
llowing excerp !

dlrsna tr;;ade April 14,1383, by M. P,
Hooker, a fireman, will be interesting,
in view of the recent expusures fn the
B?’.‘}“af]’,"ff,;g other men in the depart-
men!, have taken up the carpets irom
bla [W. A.Btanton’s] house-keeping
quarters and cleaned them; have
moved bis furniture, stoves, ete., aud
gome of the men At ail tim @& carry tcoal
i use-keeping quariers,

St it bis ho m the coal house of

me iro €
::l;i:gp:’i‘:;:m. Everainc: I weat to

e grt.ment,_Chief Stan-
:J':l"!:a‘:tkteb:t ad c‘z)w there in the engine
house or in the yard sdjoining the
same, and oDe of the men basalways
eareq for her, doing the milking, etc.,
snd feeding her out o the department
bina. Fur several moutha the chief
has kept & pony belonging to bis son
in the engine house along with the
department borses, whico hns. besn
shod hy the department lllacksm’l’m
and fed out of the department bins.

—— e
POWER OF THE COUNTY COURTS,

The Tetritorlal oard of Equaliza-
tion hiving called upoD the Iaw firm
0! Bennett, Marshall & Bradley for a
legal opinivn ag to the power vf the
county cour:s of the respective clun-
ties in this Territory 10 reduce the valu-
alion of (nxable property by a fixed
per cent, has recelved the followiug
opinjon:

Territoria]l Board of Equallization:

@entlemen— You have asked us for
an oplnion as to the power ofthe
county courra of the rEB].JEOtiVG coun-
ties in this Territuty to reduce the
nezegsment of all taxable property
therein by s fixed per cent.

We think the only power such csurts
bave 1o the matter is to act in indi.
vidual cases on cuomplaints made,
Tbey are mere creatures of the statute
.Aand must look to It for all of their
powers. Here their powers are derived
from sectlon 2027 Complled Laws of
Utah ns amepded in 1890; Lawas ot
Uiah, 1890, page 532—the important
portion ot which is us follows:

“The county court of each counly
shal) on the returz of the assesement
roll appoint a time to hear complaints,
determpine the sgseseor’®s und coliector?’s
© mpeneution, ailro determiue the rate
per cent of Lhe county tax for the cur-
rent year, Tne clerk of the county
courl shull, within twenty Jdaye alter
receipt o! the assesament ruil, set the
amount of tax in the proper column,
op;osite the name or description ol
property and furnlah the collector with
eald aspepsment roll. Oo receipt o1
the nesessment roll from the clerk,

the collector shall furzish to each
taxpayer, by mail, poetage prepald, or
leave at his residencs or usual place of
business, if known, a . otice ot the
amount of tax nssesped awainet Lim
aud ot the day fixed by the borrd of
equalization for hearing s pia.nts,
which notice ah all be mailed at Jeast
ten days beforethe Hrst day of hearlng,
amd return 8aid assessment roll to the
county court, whn» shsll gonstitute =
toard of equalization, and shall have
power to Jdetermine all complaints
made in regard to a:sessed value of any
property, aud may chauge and correct
any valuation, either by adding tbere-
toor deducting thvrefroms. [Tpon the
hieuving of complaints the board may
sub, ®.a and admiaister oathe to wit-
nest 9, and hear and take such evi-
Jdence |n relatlon to the subjeot
pending as in its discretion it may
deem proper. And if the board of
equalizition shaetl fad It neceseary to
add to the ussessed valuation of any
ptoperty on the assessmeut roll, they
shatl direct the clerk tygive potice to
ihe persone Interested by letter, puatage
prepaid, deposited i the pusiotlice or
uvtherwise, numing the day when they
sball act in the caee, and allowing
reasonable time for such party to ap-
pear, *?
THE DUTY OF THE ASSE3BUR.

The duty of fixing the value of
property for taxation 18 vested in the
agsessuor under our statutes, It is made
bis duty to ascertain “‘by diligent ln-
quiry and examinati -n all property in
bis county, real and personal, subject
o taxation,’? und lo *“‘determine the
fair cash value of agch property.?*

To ipsure the performance of this
Jduty the assessor s made linbie on his
vificial bond on accouunt of pruperty
arsresed by bim at less than its cash
vaiue,

THE POWER OF THE EQUALIZERS,

L the statutvs of the various stales
boarda of review ot eqailizativa are
provided for one or botu of the follow-
Ing purposes:

Kirst—To examine indiviiual aepens-
mepts with # view to correct errors
and inequalities; or

Becond—Toexamine the assessments

8 » whole with s view to deterwine
whether they are relatively equal as
vetween ditferent parie of a district
within which & tax 18 to be Iaid, and §f
not, to meke them so by inoreasiny
those which are too Jow and diminish-
m% those which are too high,

t will be seepn thut a uniform reduc-
tion of the entire assessment of the
ceunty would nol subserve the latter
purpose, because it would not tend to
correct inequalities, and our statutes
have limited the power of county
courta to effecting the frat purpose.
This purpose can- be completely at-
tained by authorizing such courts to
actin individual ce«es on complaints
and D aceordance with evide .ce.  If
it wae intended that it should act on
the entire roll on their ywn motion
without evidence, it woeulu doubtless
have been made their duty to dili-
gently inform themselves by examina-
tico of the values of the landa assessed
sond some safegUasd ngainet aeseratnent
ul lesa that the cash value of property
segeased would huve been enacted,

MAY CURRECT ERRORS ONLY.

The county ¢ourt of each county is
required to appoint a time to bear com-
piaints, notto makean original assess-

ment, and it is only because- it *‘ashall
have power to determnine all complialnts
made in regard to zesessed value of any
property?’ that it **may change and
correct any valuation either by addiog
thereto or dedueting thereform.??

Apnsuch court lu chapging an assese-
ment reviews the discretion of the as-
suagor a8 to matters of fact, its power
should not be extended beyond the
plain language of the statute. Acg in
the statute Its power to ohange or cor-
rect fa given us an lpecident to its
power to hear and determine cormplaints
and is but the means of execuling ita
Jdetermination, we think it bas nu
power to 80 change and correct the
aefepnment In the ahsence ef such
complaints. Andthis ia in sccordance
with the California declsions under the
revepue act of 1861, whicb does Dot
differ materially from the atatute in
question,

Other reasons could be found against
the exercire of the power to the extent
claimed. [ts only moral justification
would be an actual error in the assees-
ment which was sourht to be corrected
in this manner. It would be improb-
able, to #ay the leasl, that the aasesagr
had sssessed ull tbe many classes of
property just the same per cent above
the real value, Besides this, the law
provides that money Joaned, on hand
or on depoeit ahall be assessed at its
iegal value, leaving no room for udis-
cretion, and to justify a uniform de-
crease jn all of such msaessments it
should appear that the asseesvor, in vio-
lation of bis vath, bad deliberately in
all cases assessed such money in excess
of ita legal value,

Renpectfully,
BENNETT, MAREHALL & BRADLEY.

PRUNING TREES.

Charlea Walker, whose orohard s in
Bugar House ward, on Eleventh kast,
berwern Eleventh and Twelith South
dtreets, has produced some very fine
peaches thia year, both ar to elze and
qunll'y. Ouwne jlem I1n nia experlence
thi® scason is worth poting fur the
vepefit of fruit culiurista hereaboud
Que 0! the peuch trees io bis orcharh
was producing emall  fruit, though
given the ususl pruning. MKarly this
spring it was partly broken in astorm,
thus Decessit tlog its being beavily cut
back in allthe branches, Bubsegueniyde
velopments bave surprised Mr. Walker,
who says be will profit by what be has
learned. Theextensive pruning of the
peach tree bad the effect of bringing
vii fram the new wood au Increased
vield of Iruit, of more than doubie the
former size, and of unuaually excelient
flavor. The lesson thus tsught Mr,
Walker is one that has been [earned by
many expeiionced horticulturists elge-
w ere, hul sweins not (o be understood
by orchard ownpers generally here,
judging by the way {ruit trees' are
aliowed to epread snd grow branches,
the pruning often being confined Lo
clipping off & few twigs, The orchards
of this section would be made to pro-
duce manyiold the quantity of fruit
vow ylelded if by judicious ptuning
the vigor of the treea was directed to
truit production instead of belng per-
mjtted to run to waood, i

e N S

THE OLEARESYT csse of reclprocity
for the season comes iu the nnnounce-
ment from Jere Bimpesn that he
doesn’t want to be goveruor of Kaneas.



