Y S LS 2 EEa,

LT e RO "= e K=

e e = E . e S s - W b

SERMON

By I'r at, Heber Co Kimpball, Tabernacle, Dee. 21, 1856.
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[REPORTED BY GEO. D. WATT.]

Brelhren, I wish to speak to you about the
reformation that is now taking place, and to
inform you that God would have this people
adhere to and listen to it. ‘He would have this
people take a course to live their religion, that
they may be faithful and have confidence in
(rod their Father, and have a testimony of
things in heaven and that br. Brigham is oar
Prophet and leader and that the Twelve Apos-
tles areecalled of God; that they

a teslimony and such a portion ol the Spirit of
God, of the Holy Ghost, that they will stand.
- This people must come to a position where
they wiil be tested, every one of them; and
the day is just at our door, although many ef
vou will not believe it, even when yon are told
€0 by br. Brigham and br. Heber; and when
Jedediah was alive you would not believe it.
You might have believed, ‘but, said some, ‘we
cannot realize it.” - Whether you believe it or
not, you will realize such a scenery as vou
hive never seen, and it will go ahead of any-
thing [ have ever seen, for we have promised
vou that you shall all be tested; that is, you
will be tested as to whether you are of the re-
licion of Christ or not. Some may often think
tbhat we merely talk to frighten you, but I tell
you that the testing timeisright at your doors,
anid you kaow it not. I want you to under-
stand it; I am geing to tell it to yvou, and I
ruean to warn and forewarn you of it. I have
done so for these five years in succession, and
so has br. Brigham.

I presume there are hundreds here to-day
who can say that I speak the trauth. I have
said that the scarcity of bread was nothing in
comparison to what is coming; for this reason
the Lord wants this people to repent, reform
and live their religiouy to learn to be punctual,
true and humbie; and those who do not will go
overboard. Mark i'; you will see hundreds, if
not thousands, in a few years, turn their backs
to us and seek the death of br. Brigham and
br. Heber and hundreds of you that now hear
mme speak.  Men are sitting here to-day, and
are at home and in other places, who will
rally to the mob, to those that will seek to
destroy this people. r .

[ have seen such scenes, but I shall see more
of them. I do not come here with velvet lips,
nor with silver lips; my lips are not fixed for

silver, nor for gold. I tell you the truth as to
what those who will not live their religion may
expect, and they cannol expect anything else.
As to those who do livetheir religion, God will
make a way for our escape and we will go free.
‘Then I will tell you there will be many a
scape goat that we shall always be pleased
about, for that will sift this people and cleanse
them, and the power of God Almighty will
rest on those who remain true and faithful.

These are my feelings, and I want to tell
them to you, for [ do not waut you to go home
and lay down and sleep; but I wish youn to re-
pent aud forsake your sins and your wicked-

nesa, your lying and f*ﬂl.lf hypocrisy. I will
tell you how I feel; I have no fellowship for
those men and wowmen in our midst who do not
live their religion, who do not pray and pay
their tithing and do as they are told; I have no
confidence mnsuch persons. I cannot have con-
fidence in any man or woman any farther than
they do right; and I know that the Spirit of
God will not-rest on one of you, any further
than you do right. When +you have reformed
oae inch, the Spirit of God is upon you pre-
cisely in that proportion; and when you have
reformed all over, inside and out, your bodies
will be filled with light; but you have more
light, only according to the amount you live
your religion.

There are men right in our midst, some of
whom are now eitting in this assembly, who
will gamble, associute with lewd women, fre-
quent grog shops, getl drank, use profane lan-
guage and sit with the wicked and hear them
curse br. Brigham and br. Heber and the au-
thorities of this church. Do you suppose that
[ have coufidence in such men? Do you sup-
pose that I have coufidence enough in them to
invite them to associate with the servants and
repregentatives of the Almighty? No, I will
not abuse my brethren by inviting such persous
anywhere; [ will show wickedness and its vo-
taries a proper resentment.

God aud mammon, or the righteous and the
ungodly, have no fellowship %ur each othert.
Those that are for God love one another, and
thoge that are for the devil try to love oue au-
other; I bhave no fellowship for the devil and
his servants. Are theresuch characters here?
Yes, there are some who are in the quorums
of the Seventies, and br. Pulsipher and others
will sit inthis Stand and let those poor curses
pervert the ways of righteousness and damn
themselves. There are men now sitting close
by this Stand as wicked as hell, who asgociate
with apostates, with whore masters and wiih
whores and gambiers; and there are men in
our midst who would destroy every one of us
in one moment, if they had the power.

And here are brs. Palsipher, Herriman and
Clapp, members of the first presideocy of the
Seventieg, sitting here as dead as dvor nails,
and suffering these poor curses to live in our
midst as Seventies. Asthe Lord God Almighty
lives, if you do not rise up and trim your quo-
rums, we will trim you off; and not one year
shall pass away before you are trimmed oif.

Am I telling you the truth? I am, and I ask
no odds of any unrighteeus man that lives, nor
of any one who wishes to cherigh unrighteous
curses in our midst. I have not said anything
about those who do not belong to this cﬁurch;

J-am talking about those who are in the chuarch,

aad am striving to impress it upon you thatwe | ¥et I would rather take a clean, pure, white
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| things exist? There is an exam

may know

these things for themselves, and thus get sach | ¢annot get them away from us. We have the ' will not fulfil the duties that are required of

keys of the kingdom of God, and they will be
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| Why parsue this course? To cleanse Israel
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THE DESERET NEWS.

have got to go to work and cleanse and purify sheet of paper to fill with useful matter
the inside of the platter; we must remove those to take an old scrap book already filled with
dead men’s bones and rottenness that are as matter that I did not want and undertake to
corrupt as hell. Do you believe that sueh correctthat. If God has a pure heart, like a
le of them pure piece of white paper, he can easily write
not ten feet from br. Pulsipher’s left hand. ‘on it what be has a mind to.

Do I ask any odds of the unrighteous? God| I want to see every man rise up, in the name
knows that I do not, nor of any who associate of Elijah’s God. I will not ask you whether
with them or strive to justify them. And Iam you will or not, for I do not want you to make
dia&uaud with many of you; I am disgusted covenants, because there are many who make
with your meanness, your corruption and your covenantsto-day and break them to-morrow.
ungodliness. I would not give a dime for such persons, and
. 'The Spirit and power that rested upon the God is going to send forth a test that will tum-
First Presideacy when br, Jedediah was in the  bie them over the board, because there is not
flesh are with br. Brigham and me, and you integrity in them. They are not honest, they

: them. Justice will make her demands, and
on this earth, even though there should be but God will require an account from them in a
nn; left of tfl;hqae t\;’hu huiril t:}em,th ke : }:;:zi;gl !daajr gni :1; :iillji ﬁca:ﬁetl:em tl:il}tfh prison,
on read, in the revelation that God gave | ell, an e there un ey pa
through .Iua;ph the Prophet, concerning agplu- the uttermost farthing. b
ratity of wives, that all ﬂhaﬂ be redeemed, ex-| Ag we progress in the reform, as we counfess
cept those who sinned against the Holy Ghost our fauits and make restitution to those we
by shedding innocent blood or consenting there- | have wronged, asking pardon of those we have
to, after having entered into the new and ever- | offended, the opposition of the devil will pro-
lasting covenant. Thus you can gee that a|portionally increase and his power be mani-
man or woman that conseats to the shedding fested in a ﬁreat_er degree; and there is going
of l_nﬂscentblﬁud mt :trtaketll'l 0{ the-cr}:ne& a:gd to bi :E:l mlgdt}' llme.f I uugt'rs.':and this; £ wigh
18 just as 48 ihe one Lhat committed the You did, and some of you do.
deed; and that the damnation is just as sure to daj}-'], a peculiar time
the accessory as to the {Jrin:ipal, which is also | 0 you suppese that we would take a course
in accordance with the law of the land. Now | to send the gospel to every nation, if God did
suppose that one of our elders will associate hot dictate and require it? This gospel shall
with,the ungodly, with apostates, with adul- go to every kindred, nation, tongue and people
terers, with whoremongers and liars, and will | under heaven, and then the end shall come.
B RN Sk i = B | Rpeenlafi e ol e e
and br. Heber and every thi at 18 pure an 10 ng, w ar off the King-
holy, without rising up and I;fpmving them, I dom and betome a royal priesthood. Bat
wish to know if hie is not just as bad as the while we are multiplying &nd gathering such
characters that conduct so wickedly? Yes, he as will be saved, adulterers, whoremongers
is. hf;mrl those that wIE qtue;thmt and hna; | ?-“t’i every !iil:td “fﬂbﬂmmﬂ-blf characters Seep
such language are parcakers of that sin, and |into our midsi. DMany who are as corrupt as
will soon bggin to curse and swear with ,t_hﬂgi { they puusf_hly can be, come forward aud are
wilczked pe(!irauna.t TN i ; |E¢pti:m} l;gu tl:le:: corruplion, and then come
you do not renent o ese Laings and Lere and live in it
stop them, there are many among Lhisbpeﬂpleg )
that will be damned. I know that many of | could induce a woman to prostitute herseif to
you associate with and cherish the wicked. (his hellish desires, it every woman was pure
What Tlnuld I give IfIm;: the t'rfien{ihs_hip of a*}ch i?ﬁjthjijg t; ; ﬂ%’mﬁ?f: ::;;ﬂgj:;:!;right tumm:
Inen and wometisy -Ivot one farthing, nor for | Wl : Oor & moinen
their religion, nor for their presence, nor for to such a course. Why do any women s.rbmit
their preaching. I wish all sach persons o such wicaedness? Because they were in
would go from this place. They will go by | the habit of doing so before they came here,
e g o o o
od will bring a tesc on this peopie; and if you | a : ad i r. brg-
do not feel it and -acknuwledg: tg we that it is ‘hawm and with br. Heber, because we have
something that surpasses anything we have many wives. And when you meet whore-
ever passed through, then [ am mistaken. mongers they are the ones who find fault with
I have been through strait places, and there usy and at the sawme time will whore it with
ar; n}algy tE'_lm !knuwthi{; aud-we have iudi& ?’E?’ Eﬂmm, ﬂ?rrlied E:.-r amgleg that w]iill lis-
viduals in this piace that were apostates and | ten to them. 8 13 tlue, and men who are
treacherous then, and who did drink and were
dranken wilh the poor curses that oppressed
us. Do they ever come near me .or br. Brig-
ham? No, not unless they are obliged to,
If they were Saints they would assodlate with

It is a peculiar

vintage is done.

Br. Hyde: 19 years ago this winter we were
proclaiming salvation i Eagland, and since
then that nation has greatly multiplied in cor-
us, they would come and comfort us and cheer |Taption.. Father and Mother Black, if you
us up, and with us investizate matters and try | were now to go back to hManchester you woald
to do us good; but instead of that, they are |not want to stay there long, for you would not
with the drunken. Did you ever seé me with |fad it as it was when we were there, |
such characters, or hear of my associatin Many of those who have come from foreign
with them? No, never in your lives. GolJ|lands do not realize the wickedness, the povei-
knows that 1 despise their society, -Ihave tér and the distress that abound there. Ouar
been in the world, throogh the United States | Eldeis who have lately returned from abroad
and Great Britain, and I have plowed and | understand the matter; they comprehended the
worked, and God knows that [ did abhor their | coudition of the people. Whea [ was about

wickeduess. leaving England 1 ieft br. Lorenzo S:aow in
Who is bearis f off the kingdom of our God? | London, aud God knows that 1 nourished him
Those who stadd right up breast to breast to |and blessed him, and he had more power unto

those who are leading this people in the paths
of truth. As br. Hyde has said, those men
will have POWET, glury’ immurtuﬁt}r and eter- I feel fl‘."EE_, and have not the least desire to
nal life; and they will increase upon them as |rejpiove or olfend any gool person. I have not
fast as we can lead this people along. But|interfered with the wine and the oil, but [ am
leading this people is at timmes a harder work | trying to defend them, to get the dross from
than drawing a large tree top foremost, and |among the pure metal, that you may all be
yet [ kunow that there are just as good men and | like virgin goid seven times tried inthe furnace.
women gitting here as ever were on this earth, | that yon may be pure. They melt and vefine
and also that there is an opposite class. gold until there is no druss in it, and we wish

You talx of ange!s and ministering spirits, | this people to cieanse and purify themselves
and let me tell you that they are ready to |uutil they are parted from all drpsa.
abundantly minister to all who are faithtul in| Wake up, you Bishops and Elders and High
their different callings, Aud if br. Hyde, who | Priests, and go and be baptized for the remis-
is the President of the Twelve, and if the Pre- {sion of sins, that you may receive the Holy
sident of the High Priests, the Presidents of | Ghost, for it will not rest on you uatil you de.
the Seveaties, the Patriarchs, the Bishops and | [ say to br. John Youag, President of the High
all the officers of this chureh will honor and | Priests’ Quorum, baptize those who will re-
ina nlf}f their regpg:tive callingg, the gpirit pents and to br. :ipencer, it is your duty to ex-
and power of those who have previousiy filied | ercise a careful oversight of the affairs in this
those stations with honor, but who are now | Stak? of Zion, and I will not ask you to be
behind the vail, will rest mightily upon them |any more obedient to me in iy calling than I
and they will become a terror to evil doers. { will be to you in yours, Muy the Kimight '
If you do not honor the ecaliings whieh have ﬁ
been deiivered to you, as the Lord Almighty
lives, you ghall be severed from those callings.
FFor me to speak in this congregation until 1 am
worn out, and still know that drunkards, whore-
mongers, sorcerers, adulterers, gamblers and
every species of vile characters are rioting in
our midst, I tell you that I will not endure it
any longer. Are they here? Yes, and the
Presidency of the Seveuties are aware of them.
Why do you uot rise up and purify your gjno-
rums and bring such vile persons to justice?
[f they deserve severing . from this chnreh.
sever them; if you do not, you Elders will be
gevered.

salvation than ail the rest of the cilizeas put
together, |

bless you and your counselors, and fill you wit
the power of God. And I saygo the Eaithful of
all Israel, God bleas yoa windii you go out and
when you come in, and bless all your good
wives and children for ever. You shall be
olessed; and I will bleas you all tha time, for
[ have nothing about me but blessings and tel@®
ing you the truth,

want to be one with br. Brigham, just as
Jesns was one with his Father. Jesus replied
to Philip, when he said, ‘shew us the Father,
‘he that hath scen me, hath seen the Father.?
[ want to live in the same elsment and in the
same power with God and with be. Brigham;
that when you see me you may see br. Brig-
haw. Jesus said,”*Believe me that I am 1n
the Father, and the Father in me: afd again,
‘At that day ye shall know that T am in my
Father, and ye in me, and I in yon.? Let me
maintain the Father’s worda and enjoy the
Holy Ghost, the Comforter, and [ wili be one
with the Father, with br. Brigham, and with
all holy beings, even as the Sou is orfe with the
Father,

and qaalify and prepare them. for there is go-
ing to be a test, A Test, A TEST; and if you
do not forsake l)lnzmur wickedness youn will see
sorrow, as the children of Israel did in Jeru-
salem. Do you believe it? If you will eleanse
your hearts and purify them, and call on your
God, he will tell you that I speak the truth.
[ would not give a dime for all the learui
upon this earth, without it is devoted tothe| Wake up, ye Elders of Israel, and purge
dictation of the Holy Ghost. There are a|yourselves; and pufge out the fiith that is in
great mm:ly learned men, and they can be used { your quorums, for we will not countenance un-
to good advantage in the kingdom of God, if | righteousness in our midst. There are thou-
they will listen to the dictates of his Spirit. {sands and millions of men that will have to
l.bet:qmi eunuchs, to obtain the kingdom of God;

-

than |

Do you suppose that an unbeliever, a geutile, |

pure are like the gleaning of grapes, after the |

1
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and Go# will cut off their posterity, so that
when they come up in the resurrection they
will find their houses left unto them desolate.
God will not bave their names perpetuated on
the earth, because they have forfeited their
priesthood. - , |

We are going to send some missionaries to
Europe in the spring, and when they come
back I do not want to hear any of them say,
‘br. Brigham, I was ignorani;’ for you will lie,
if you say so; because all who are sent forth
are carefully instructed, and especially in re-
gard to the sin of adultery, a crime so preval-
ent in the world. Some have committed adul-
tery and been cut off from the Church, and ths
rest who are guilty of that crime will be eut
off, sooner or later. O ye unbelieving of the
world, ye call us.impure; but I would have my
head severed from body, yea a thousand
times, before I would be guilty of sach a erime.
Qught not adulterers to E: damned and go to
hell? Yes, for they are bringing destruction
and waatinghupon the human family by their
acts. You have all read or been taught the
revelation which positively and plainly informs
us that all such characters shall be destroyed
in the flesh, and that their spirits shall be given
over to the buffetings of Satan until the day of
redemption. That is frue, and why do you not
read and understand it as [ do? Fam pleading
?lhghe time to save you from stumbling aund
alling. .

I am talking more particalarly about thines
that have transpired since you came into the
new and everlasting covenan!; I am not talk-
ing about the world. Have you lived your
religion and been faithful and virluous, since
you came into the Church? Iave you been
ungod:{, since you were admitted into the fold
of God? I have told you, time and again, to
refrain from all urgodly conduct; und yet
Elders have women coming in here with whom
they made covenants while abroad. You can-
not findd a man who has done that, but what
is to-day as spiritually dexd as a door nail,
and will be. Why? Because he hus brokesn
his former covenauts.

[ am telling you the truth, and trying to
save you from falling into snares; I see a
greal many men falling by these things. I
have said, months ago, that there is an under
current of wickedness working in this city.
How do I know it? By the Holy Ghost, which
shows it fo me, ! ,

Wiy don’t you wake up, ye slespy heads end
stop your murmauring and compluining? Why
don’t yoa engage more thoroughly aud wisely in
providing the raw material for every ariicle we
need, and in manuficturing those materials iute
hats, boots, cloth and everytliing nuseful? [ have
been engaged in this movement, and hage been
pleading with and exhorting my fumily to go iuto
home manufacturing. They, have done pretty
well; they made some six or seven hundred yards
ol clothlast year, and this year some eight or
nine hundred yards. You have not beard of any
troable about my family, becunse they have béen
to work with the spinning wheels, the looms and
the dye tubs. I furnisa them with rolls, and they -
spin, color, weave and manufucture them iuto
stockings und cloth. Isay to them, ‘ladies, you
don’t get me to buy you another ribton, or urti-
ficial. If you want flowers in your hair, or in
your bounets, take the peach, apple and other
blossoms in their season, und then youa will huve
the real instead of the artificial.’

Where are many women spending their time?
Around the Tithing Office;” idling from morning
untii night, spending their time for nuught.—
What are you loanging ubout there for, with your
dresses and pelticoats looking as though they
were sudly in want of soap and repairing? You
know that I bave suid that the women who go
about with the lower edges of their cloties drag-
gled iito s%rings and [ragments, are the women
who rule their husbands; they are so coustantly
musking suaps and flirts, like u whip lush.

I cannot let go of yon, I feel such an interest,
such an uoxiety lor this people. Go to work and
cut off the few poor miserable devils in onr midst,
for they will never think that they are sinners,
until you do cut thein off; they will not kuow
but what they are in fuil icllowship, they huve be-
coune so darkened,

I am not going to often sttend your evening
ward mectings, for my health will not adinit of it
What | do here, with what [ have to do through
the week, is a | tile more than I can well endure.

(zod bless those men who weént to the rescue of
our late immigration, sna all who huve in any-
wise assisted it; also those who have come in this
season, if they live their religion and appreciit:
their blessings. Perh ps some have had their
feet froz2a a litue, but if some others had have
hud their heads frozen off it would havs been bost
for them, for they will murmur and find fanit,
after the himmenss toil and e¢xpense we have been
at to bring them here. What I have individually
dons towards cccomplishing their deliverance
amounts to $1100, What has br. Brigham done
{or the sume purpose? Several times mmore than
| huve. Will oug hundred thousand dollars pay
the expeuse of that operation? No, and if those
people wurmur, afier ull their experionce and all
thut has been {recly doune for them, the Almighty
will cut them off. We have tuken them into our
houses us we would | ttle children, and have nurs-
ed sud cherizhed them, and sfter all some jof 1them
will murmur snd go to heil; and there are soine
of them that will be true unto desth.

Do as you are to'd, nnd you will be blessed. A
t many men and women have received the
word and will treasure it np; and it will bring
forth fruitand be like a weil of waler spinging up
uuto everlasting li‘e, toevery soul that reeeiveti it
Y e Eiders of Israel, you who have lately come
from your missions, coutinue your lahors and go
forth among the people by the power of God.—
Ye Bishops, teach your people to go to meetings
at the hour appointed. : ’
I feel perfectly free and sociable, L cuiuse the




