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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

PRESIDENT WOODRUFF'E ADDRESS

The Semi-Annual Conference of the
Church closed yesterddy afternoon
{Wednesday) with brief but lmpres-

sive remarks froma Presldent Wilford
Woodruff. These have already been
distorted and misconstrued in some
quarters, and In certain circles ‘it is
understood there is considerable flurry
and distrust—In most cazes due, we
believe, to a misunderstanding not
only of what was sgajd but more par-
ticularly of what was meant. It is
therefore a pleasure to the "News' to
give herewith the full officlal report of
the sentences uttered by the venerable
leader. His remarks were as follows:

It is time to close this conference;
but before closing I want to say a few
words to the Latter-day Saints. I have
attended conferences under the presi-
deney of Joseph Smith during his life
time, fyom 1833; I have attended con-
ferences under President Brigham
Young nearly forty years, from the
time of the death of Joseph Smith un-
til his own death; I have attended
conferences under the presideney of
John Taylor, and’ I have attended
conferences us President of the Church
mysell since that period. That re-
sponsibility has rested upon me, and
rests upon me today. Sixty-four
years of my life have passed away 48
& member of this Church. I do not
know that I shall ever address you
again; I cannot tell anything about
this; but I feel strongly impressed to
say & few words to you upom prin-
ciple, although 1t is late.

I want these Latter-day Saints to
lay to heart what has been sald to you
by the Apostles and Elders who have
spoken at this Conference. I want
to say another thing. I prophesy, in
the name of Iprael's God, the day has
come when the mouths of Wilford
Woodruff, George Q. Cannon, Joseph
F. 8mith, and these Twelve Apostles,
should not be closed because of the
opinions of the children of men. There
have been feelings that these men
holding high positions—the Twelve
Apostles and Presidency-—should say
nothing about politics. I want to say
to you here, the day has come when
God Almighty requires at your hands
to unite together In your temporal
business, and in your politics, 8o far
as it i8 wisdom. I do not care whether
a man i8 a Republican or a Democrat,
in that he ls free; but it is your duty
to unite In electing good men to gov-
ern and control your clties, your local
affairs, and I will state that when you
do not do this you are losers of the

blessings  of Almighty God. I
want to tell you thia upon
this occaslon. My mouth shall
not be closed upon ‘these

principles. I know it Is the duty of the
Latter-dny H8aints to unite together
in your local affalrs, the election of
your city councils, the election of men
to act for you In the affairs of atate.
L.ay aside your extremes In democ-
racy and republicanism. as far as i8
wige in that matter, and in other than
local matters as Latter-day
unite topether within your party lines
and appoint good men. When you do
that., God will bleas you. You won't
gll be taxed to death and loge your
property, If you will appoint good men
and pursue this course,

I take the liberty. as President of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. of making these remarks. No
matter what the feelings of men may
be towards me; I ghall not stay in this
country very Ilong. But T ‘reallze
very wel]l that this people are groaning
under poverty. under affliction, under

Bainta

taxation, and in positions that they
ought not to be if they would only unite
together and do their duty. And this
idea of a person being afraid of Bome-
body because he is a Democrat or a
Republican, it is all wrong. I feel
like saying to you, as the President
of thls Church, and do state, that It
is your duty to unite together and ap-
point goed men to act in every capac-
ity for the public welfare. Therefore
let us do our duty, walk uprightly be-
fore the Lord our God, and leave the
consequences with Him. “Do what is

right, let the consequences fotlow;™
which may God grant, for Christ's
sake. Amen.

As already stated, certain classes

claim to have discovered in the fore-
going an utterance of counsei to the
Latter-day Saints to depart from and
sweep away political party lines In all
their electlons. We now ask all such
persons candidly to satate whether a
fatr perusal and an honest construc-
tion of Prezident Woodruff's words
will justify the conclusion referred to.

In common with thousands of the
thinking people of this community. his
mind was filled with reflections upon
the sad and straightened condltion in
which the residents of this eity find
themselves through municipal mis-
government. In common, too, with
thousands of others, he holds views
and desired to exptess and did express
them in disapprovat of the idea that

hide-bound, clogely-drawn, partisan
polities should be insisted up-
on in purely local affalrs,
Men of all ferms of religious

and political beltef hold and express
these same views. But do they, or
does he, proceed from that basis to ad-
vise or expect that there shall be a
wholesale or even a partial disinte-
gration of partles, a wiping out of the
lines on which national or state is-
sues are fought for and declded? Not
at all—and it i8 not only absurd
but dishonest t0 make any such
charge. Not only his own utterances
a8 quoted here, and hls counsel and
views a8 many times published before,
but the equally emphatic remarks of
others on the same subject, prove in
the moat ample manner that no such
thought is entertained. One of the
most foreible discourses delivered dur-
ing this very Conference was especial-
| 1y strong In discussing this identleal
question; the speaker expressed his
pleasure that national party lines
{ had been drawn in our State,
he believed in the movement
when it had - its + Inception.
he helieved In it now, and he
urged the people to be true to their
party convictlons and loyal 1in their
support. It was a part of the spirit
of the Conference, as {t has been and
ig the desire and counsel of the lead-
ers of the Salnts all the time.

If It 18 & ¢rime or treason or heresy
for a man of prominence and experl-
ence to advigse the people to select only
good men for office, the standard of
political morality 18 surely in bad need
of elevating. If it 18 a crime, Presi-
dent Woodruff iz only one amnong mil-
Hone who can he accused. Why, the
parties themselves are prone to In-
dulging In the sarhe advice—"vote for
the best men for office--you will find
them1 on our ticket!” His sole thought
was the betterment of local conditions
—Iindeed the betterment of politica
{teelf. Isn’t §t wlise and safe at all
times to warn against extremes In
politics and partisanship? Is It any
better to be a fanatie or a bigot In
politics than to be a fanatle or a bigot
in religion or anything elge?

A  moment's reflection

in a

spirit of eandor and with a
regard for the condltions which
exist In this ecity at present will con-
vince every one that there ts not a
sentiment or a thought in President
Woodruft's remarks which need ecause
a fear or a suspicion of the kind which
some people ignorantly and carelessly,
and others, we fear, maliclously, have
sought and may seek to put upon
them. He spoke as a wise father of
his people, a true citizen of State and
Nation, a tried servant of the Lord
in promoting human salvation—he
spoke as an honest, upright man; and
those who demy his right thus to
speak, or who do not approve of hia
views when thus fairly explained and
properly presented, can make the most
of it.

WHERE DOES SILVER COME IN?

The Demgcratic opponents of the
eitizens’ non-partisan movement have,
ln some mysterious way, seen a sign
that there was danger to the silver
question In the proposition to eliml-
nate party polltics from city govern-
ment. The whole scheme, some of
them assert, i3 to break down the
force of the sllver sentiment and to

administer to it a wound in the
house of fts friends. A respectable
number who really believe In non-

partisanship in municlpal affairs ean-
didly admit that this fear or suspiecion
ia the only thing that deters them
from joinlng heartily in the reform.

Of course there is8 not a acintilla of
foundation for such a suspicion, not a
speck of ground on which to base such
a charge. Any candid man miust real-
jze thal the government of this ecity
has nothing to do, even in the re-
motest degree, with the price of silver
or the nation's policy regarding its
free coinage; Jjust as every truthful
man must admit that disregarding
party lines In this fail's ecity cam-
paign need not tn the least degree im-
pair the virillty and activity of the
respective parties when the question
is one of state or natlonal officers
where national policles and issues are
proper subjects of party distinction.
The fear alluded to i8 puerile, and
quite unworthy of those who surren-
der themselves to it.

But if the silver !ssue §s one which
the Democratle party must adhera to
and reafMrm In every kind of a cam-
palgn—munielpal, school, and judieial,
as well as county, state and natlonal—
what are nur good friends going to do
about the action of the great Dem-
ocracy of New York city and state?
The most potent political organization
in the world—an organization, by the
way. which has had {ts share of
acandais and has the very first repu-
tatlon in Spoildom-—is the eoncern
known as the Tammany Boclety. Only
a few days ago Tammany had fts
Democratic city conventlon and put
up Its ticket. Did it stand by the silver
issue as detined in the Chicago plat-
form? Not much. In as positive a
manner as it knew how it repudiated
that issue entirely. In fact its plat-
form is as &silent as the grave on
every natlonal question--on Bryan.
free silver, 16 to 1 and every other issue
of last year upon which- Mr. Bryan's
admirers so vehentently required a
deliverance.

Now no one can safely aceuse Tam-
many of going back on Democracy.
Please note, however, that that great
heacon light of party fidellty scorns
to notice the one essential, all-over-
whelming feature which smaller fry
politiclans here In Salt Lake Insist
must be nalled to the mast-head, day
in and day out, In every kind of a
campalgn, at every little petty local
election, and ground into the people
until  the very thought of politics
makes thelr stomachs turn, The would-



