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PRESIDENT WOODRUFFS ADDRESS

the semiannualsemi annual conference of the
church closed yesterday afternoon
wednesday with brief but impres-

sive remarks from president wilford
woodruff these have already been
distorted and misconstrued in some
quarters and in certain circles it is
understood there is considerable flurry
and distrust in most cases due we
believe to a misunderstanding not
only of what was said but more par-
ticularlyticul arly of what was meant it is
therefore a pleasure to the news to
give herewith the full official report of
the sentences uttered by the venerable
leader his remarks were as follows

it Is time to close this conference
but before closing I1 want to say a few
words to the latter day saints I1 have
attended conferences under the presi-
dency of joseph smith during his life
time from 1833 1I have attended con-
ferencesferen ces under president brigham
young nearly forty years from the
time of the death of joseph smith un-
til his own death I1 have attended
conferences under the presidency of
john taylor and I1 have attended
conferences as president of the church
myself since that period that re-
sponsibility has rested upon me and
testsrests upon me today sixty four
years of my life have passed away as
azember of this church I1 do not
know that I1 shall ever address you
againagastri I1 cannot tell anything about
this but I1 feel strongly impressed to
say a few words to you upon prin-
ciple although it is late

I1 want these latter day saints to
lay to heart what has been said to you
by the apostles and elders who have
spoken at this conference I1 want
to say another thing I1 prophesy in
the name of israels god the day has
come when the mouths of wilford
woodruff george Q cannon joseph
BF smith and these twelve apostles
should not be closed because of the
opinions of the children of men there
have been feelings that these men
holding high positions the twelve
apostles and presidency should say
nothing about politics I1 want to say
to you here the day has come when
god almighty requires at your hands
to unite together in your temporal
business and in your politics so tarfar
as it is wisdom I1 do not care whether
a man tois a republican or a democrat
in that fihe is free but it is your duty
to unite in electing good men to gov-
ern and control your cities your local
affairs and I1 win state that when you
do not do this you arexe losers of the
blessings of almighty god I1
want to tell you this upon
this occasion my mouth shall
not be closed upon these
principles I1 know it Is the duty of the
latterlwe day saints to unite together
in your local affairs the election of
sotir city councils the election of men
to act for you in the affairs of state
taylay aside your extremes in democ-
racy and republicanism as far as is
wise in that matter and in other than
local matters as latter day saints
unite together within your party lines
and appoint good nimenn when you do
that god will bless you you wont
allah be taxed to death and lose your
propropertyporty if you will appoint good men
andaad pursue this cocourse

1I take the libertyliberti as president of the
churekchurch off jesusesus christ of latter daydav
anbi of making these remarks no
matter what the feelings of men may
be towards me I1 shall not stay in this
auntry very long but I1 Terealizealizevery well that this people are groaning
under poverty under affliction under

tot

taxation and in positions that they
ought not to be if they would only unite
together and do their duty and this
idea of a person being afraid of some-
body because he is a democrat or a
republican it is all wrong I1 feel
like saying to you as the president
of this church and do state that it
is your duty to unite together and ap-
point good men to act in every capac-
ity for the public welfare therefore
let us do our duty walk uprightly be-
fore the lord our god and leave the
consequences with him do what I1is
right let the consequences follow
which may god grant for christs
sake amen

As already stated certain classes
claim to have discovered in the fore-
going an utterance of counsel to the
latter day saints to depart from and
sweep away political party lines in alall
their elections we now ask all such
persons candidly to state whether a
fair perusal and an honest construc-
tion of president woodruffs words
will justify the conclusion referred to

in common with thousands of the
thinking people of this community his
mind was filled with reflections upon
the sad and straightened condition in
which the residents of this city find
themselves through municipal mis-
government in common too with
thousands of others he holds views
and desired to express and did express
them in disapproval of the idea that
hideboundhide bound closely drawn partisan
politics should be insisted up-
on in purely local affairs
men of all forms of religious
and political belief hold and express
these same views but do they or
does he proceed from that basis to ad-
vise or expect that there shilshallI1 be a
wholesale or even a partial disinte-
gration of parties a wiping out of the
lines on which national or state is-
sues are fought for and decided not
at all and it is not only absurd
but dishonest to make any such
charge not only his own utterances
as quoted here and his counsel and
views as many times published before
but the equally emphatic remarks of
others on the same subject prove in
the most ample manner that no such
thought is entertained one of the
most forcible discourses delivered dur-
ing this very conference was especial-
ly strong in discussing this identical
question the speaker expressed his
pleasure that national party lines
had been drawn in our state
he believed in the movement
when it had its inception
he believed in it now and he
urged the people to be true to their
party convictions and loyal in their
support it was a part of the spirit
of the conference as it has been and
is the desire and counsel of the lead-
ers of the saints all the time

if it is a crime or treason or heresy
for a man of prominence and experi-
ence to advise the people to select only
good men for office the standard of
political morality is surely in bad need
of elevating if it is a crime presi-
dent woodruff Is only one among mil-
lions who can be accused why the
parties themselves are prone to in-
dulging in the same advice vote for
the bestbeat men for office you will find
them on our ticket his sole thought
was the betterment of local conditions

indeed the betterment of politics
itself it wise and safe at all
times to warn against extremes in
politicspoliticsandand partisanship Is it any
better to be a fanatic or a bigot in

I1 politicspol ittes than to be a fanatic or a bigot
in religion or anything else

A moments reflection in a

spirit of candor and with 4
regard for the conditions ahta
exist in this city at present will
vince every one that there is not
sentiment or a thought in pre
woodruffs remarks which need cause i
a fear or a suspicion of the kind
some people ignorantly and carelessly
and others we fear maliciously haesought and may seek to put upon
them he spoke as a wise father ofocihis people a true citizen of state and
nation a tried servant of the lord H
in promoting human salvation he
spoke as an honest upright man
those who deny his right thus tetotellspeak or who do not approve of his I1views when thus fairly explained axiaand
properly presented can make the dilolamosiell
of it 1 I

WHERE DOES SILVER CONJECOME INT

the democratic opponents of thtaft
citizens nonpartisannon partisan movement hovies
in some mysterious way seen a si
that there was danger to the sibill
question in the proposition to eelimas
nate party politics from city golverkgov c

ment the whole scheme some
them assert is to break down
force of the silver sentiment and
administer to it a wound in
house of its friends A respectres
number who really believe in
partisanship in municipal affailaffairsrs

admit that this fear or su
is the only thing that deters tl
from joining heartily in the refondefor

of course there isia not a scintilla
foundation for such a suspicion not
speck of ground on which to base
a charge any candid man must
ize that the government of this
has nothing to do even in thecotest degree with the price of
or the nations policy regardinegardin
free coinage just as every trtn
man must admit that disrelparty lines in this fallsI1 city
laign need not in the least degrat
pair the virility and activity of
respective parties when the qu
Is one of state or national 0
where national policies and issuestadues
proper subjects of party statinthe fear alluded to Is puerile
quite unworthy of those who a
der themselves to it

aut itif the silver issue Is one
the democratic party must achand reaffirm in every kind of a
laign municipal school and judi
as well as county state and nati
what are our good friends going
about the action of the great c

of new york city and f
the most potent political
in the world an organization byway which has had its asha
scandals and has the very first
tation in Sp dom lsis the co
known as the tammany society
a few days ago tammany had
democratic city convention radand
up its ticket did it stand by the sl
issue as defined in the chicago b
form not much in as positive
manner as it knew how it reau
that issue entirely in fact itsimatt
form Is as silent as the grave
every national question on bli
free silver 16 to 1 and every other ft
of last year upon which mr Bbrya
admirers so vehemently required

ideliverancenow no one can safely accuse
many of going back on demo
please note however that that
beacon light of party fidelity a
to notice the one essential all
whelmingwhelminewhelming feature which smaller
politicians here tnin salt lakeelake alls
must be nailed to the mastheadmast hehead i

in and day out in every kindskind
campaign at every little pettpet
election and ground into the
until the very thought of
makes their stomachs turn the


