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i fire followed the explosion eo quickly

asals to seem practically simultaneous
with it the explosion shockshook the im
mense structure to its foundations and

Z was heard several squares from the
capitol it occurred in a small room
tightly by heavy stone walls
in the subterranean basement immediy

b- ately below the main entrance toito the
old capitol building

vT in this room was a tightlight gas
inmeterfinefterefter which was fed by a four inellinch
main very little was laIs used in that
part of the building but at the time
off the explosion the gas had not been
turned off at the meter the meter it
self was wrecked and the gas pouring
from the main caught fire

the flames originated from1 om the ex
darted up the shaft of the ele-

vator fulch had been completely des
troyed by the force of the explosion
and communicated with the record
room of the supreme court the office

0 of the marshal of the court and the
supreme court library before the
flames could be subdued thithe priceless
documents in the recrecordord room had been
almost totally destroyed and serious
damage had been done in the miarsmarshadshails
office and some minor rooms in the

110 O immediate vicinity
the library of the supreme court

loclocatedabed immediately beneath the su-
preme courtroom wwasas badly damaged

9 i oyby fire smoke and water practically
k destroying the great collection of law

reference books
the library contains about vol

umes and was used not only by the
justices of the supreme count but by
members of congress and lawyers
practicing before the supreme court
mr justjustleejusticelee harlan said tortonightfight that
the library was very valuable many
of the works it contained would he
thought be difficult to replace

librarianarian clarke after a cursory ex
amina klion necessnecessarilyarllY made by the
light of lanterns espresexpressedjed the opinion
that many of the books could be saved
although they had bean drenched by
water torfor two hours or more after the
explosion occurred

the most serious damage tnin the
opinion of tthehe justices of the supreme
court is to the records stored in the
subbasementsub basement thesethese included all of
the records of cases and opinions ren-
dered by the fathers of Judijudiciaryelary of the
government apparently the docu-
ments in tavis room are either totally
destroyed or so badly damaged by fire
and water as to be useless justice
harlanharian ssaidaid that while the loss of the
records was irreparable it was fortu-
nate ththatat the later records odtheof the court
which are kept in the office of the

7 clerk on the malnmain floorfloo were not in-
jured AsA s documentsdocu for reference at
this time and later justice harlan
alithoughtought these were of far greater value
than the records destroyed fortfortu-
nately

U

the clerks office was not in the
least damaged by fire aal the explo-
sion did no damage in it except to blow
one wind w edt

mr james amzMamackenneyKenneyZein ney el rk of the
supreme court expressed the hopehape af-
ter makingmarinig an examination of the old
room that some at levatle rt of abe docu
menmenlata priceless from the view point of
the historian could be saved tonight
however owing to the inadequate light
ing facilities in that portion of the
building where the explosion and fire
occurred it was impossibleimpossible torfor him to
make an latellintelligentigent or thorough inves-
tigationti of the damage the supsupremereane
courtroom was damaged principally by
water and smoke the fire not reaching
that point adjoining the courtroom
however both the marshals office aundand
the senate barrber allshopcap furnished food
for the flames

while many theories arpare offered ps
to the cause of heh it
beyond doubt to have been due I1to es

gas at seven minutes after 5
nelsonnelso of the capitol police de

aan odor of gas frofromm the corridor
adjoining the supreme courtroom not
being able to locate it he proceeded to
statuary hall the old hall odtheof the house
of representatives thinking the gasgas
might be from a burnerburlier in
that vicinity while he was endeavor-
ing to locate the escaje of the gas the
explosion occurred

only a few personspersona principally of-
ficers of the capitol police were in the
building at the time but several of
them had narrow escapes before the
fire department which responded to an
alarm senit in by a policeman three
ssquares from the capitol had arrived
C P gliem chief electrician of the
capitol and H W taylor chief en-
gineer of the house sideaide had a stream
playing into the supreme court record
room which by that time was a roar-
ingng furnace

within a fewfe w minutes after the ar-
rival of the fire department the flannes
were under control although as a pre-
cautionary measure streams were
poured inintobo the marshals office the li-
brary and the subterranean basement
forfar two hours the firemen were un-
able however for a considerable tane
to extinguish the flame of gas which
shot out of the four inch malinmain in the
meter roommorn promfrom this main the fire
swept through an orifice in the base-
ment floor caused toyby the explosion andaidattacked the consultation room of the
supreme corurn justices on the main
floor some damage was done to the
furniture and fittings of this room but
ltit was inconsiderable as compared with
that done elsewhere the worn
of the justices was practically undam-
aged

it was evident that the fire could
not be extinguished until the gas from
the main was cut off that this might
be accomplished the firemen turned two
streams upon the acain choking the
nowflow of gas and at the same time tool-
ing

cool-
ing the pipe gliem brave
ing the intense heat entered the meter
room and cut off the gas at the floor
valve of the mainomaini

throughout the lower central portion
offof the old capitolcaipitol building doors win
downdopha and fittings toin committee rooms
and other apartments are badly dam-
aged just north of the crypt an arch-way almost over the meter room was
completely blown outdut and great masses
of masonry torn from the floor were
hurled to the celing with such force
as to burst the stone and plaster otof
the walls above ponderous flagstonesflagstones
were wrenched from their resting places
and throughout the corridors the fres-
coing on the cedceilingslings and walls of the
corridors were utterly ruined no dam-age was done to the main foundations
of the building as these are of solidmasonry deeply embedded and

feet four inches thick
the electric lighting apparatus in-

cluding dynamos boilers and
was not damaged in order to enable
the firemen to work without peril from
live wires electrician GlIem cutoff thecurrent from all wires except one cir-
cuit which lighted the lower westernpart of the building within thirty
feet of the scene of the explosion aabolsoltary incandescent lamp marking the
exact center of the capitol structure
and hanging directly over the bier in
which it was proposed to lay the re-
mains of george washington burned
brightly

among the losses which will be most
sincerely regretted are those of busts
of chief justice marshall and other
distinguished members of the supreme
court which were arranged on small
pedestals about the supreme couret
chamber in the smoke and ruin which
followed the explosion these valuable
works of art were either badly dam-
aged or wholly destroyed and with theirthedr
destructiondestructdon the country has buffesufferedred
an irreparable loss many of them
have been treasured as exhibits in the

supreme court chamber for half a cen-
tury

the capitol building has been dam-
aged a number of times before by fire
but it is believed that tonights fire will
prove to be the most disastrous in the
history of the building on two oc

prior to this fires have been
iyay explosions of gas seven-

teen years ago a large amount of dam-
age was done to the same part of the
building by an explosion of this kind
and in 1876 there was an explosion of
ggas that killed two men and came near

g others
no intelligent estimate of the money
sss by the explosion and fire yet can

be made in the opinion of capitol
officials and mechanics who examined
the structure tonight the loss will
reach probably to the build-
ing the loss on the library and rec-
ordsor ds as stated above can scarcely be
estimated dollars and cents A mil-
lion dollars could not replace them be-
cause of many of them no duplicates
irere in existencearrangements were completed to-
night by librarian darkclark of the su-
preme court and col richard brightsergeant at arms of the senate by
which the sittings of the supreme court
will not be interrupted the court will
convene tomorrow in the room of thesenate committee on district of col-
umbia one of the most spacious rooms
in the capitol how long the sessions
of the court will be held there will be
determined by the justices themselves
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A trip through this part of the coun-
try at this season of the year Is not
only interesting toutbut very instructive to
one who reads as he runs or rather
rides there is not much to be seen
though in a midnight ride from cachevalley from 11 p tn till one nears sodasprings at 7 a m the following mabern
inging between this place and mont-
pelier a large force of men areaxe making
good the vallrailroadroad track where the great
wreck took place a short time ago and
soon nothing will be seen or known of
this unfortunate affair but in the fam-
ilies of the dead engineers firemen the
brakeman and the runaway conductor
who I1 am told when he saw what was
the result of criminally disobeying or-
ders gathered up his grip and fled no
one at present knows wherethe oregon short line is doing a
heavier freight business than ever be-
fore train after train all day lonelongwithwith
thirty or forty heavily loaded cars show
that this company has all the weftborte it
can possibly do

soda springs has a grand WYmotley
chance for somesame man who will erent a
flour millmil just think of it at this WItell
end of the nineteenth century the
farmers and in fact everybody haveare to
go to mill thirty miles to montpelierMont be-
fore they can yet a grist ground in-tointo
flour besides soda springs there Is
also the people of gentile valley
nounanbounan valley and portneufPort neuf have all
to go thus far before they can
their wheat into flour taking two days
for man and team and sixty mitesmiles trav-
el to get bread there is a chance to
make money and lots of it A roller
mill at soda springs would toebe central
for all and would find work nearly all
the year

on arriving at montpelierHer at a tn
jack frost hadbad the town under hisgrasp the sidewalks were an inch deep
with frost it was just after a storm
but all is very pleasantant now

in traveling through the towns ofparis montpelierHer ovid betin
and Georgetownin northern bear lakecounty one sees that the farmersfa rmers have
been prospered more the pstpast year
than in anyany since this valley hasbet been
settled grain has joeen raised in


