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inanity and have promise of doing a
good work they have undertaken
open air meetings with very good ef-
fect and hold three every week att-
empts have been made to drive them
out

we have begun holding open air
meetings here in brisbane and I1 am
doing my utmost to devise means of
getting the truth before the people and
to accelerate the progress of the work
here

I1 am just now getting things in shape
to return to sydney having on the

dinst received an appointment
by the first presidency at
to succeed andrew smith jr in presid-
ing over the australian mission my
address hehereafterreatter will be newtown P
0 sydney new south wales aus-
tralia

some of the ideas of professed
christians seem soao peculiar and friv-
olous even sacrilegious sometimes
that I1 am tempted to give an example
it is an episode in my trtradingacting experi-
ence and may illustrate that also
having about a week previously called

L at a house of some pretentious appear-
ance and left a couple of tracts marked
to be called for and containing direc-

tions of our meemeetings which were re-
ceived with courtesycourteay axas usual I1 maledcalled
one afternoonnoon at the gate when the
following conversation condensed but
reported with substantial accuracy oc-
curred

MImormonaboa elder I1 believe I1 left a
couple of tractskmets for you to rearead the
other AWaay

t
1 mr householders yes I1 was reading
them but I1 see much good inIIA

bliem skywayanyway
M B oh may I1 leave you another

tract to read which may be of interereat
mr H well I1 dont think YOU need

waste any papers on meme or words
cither but come in

M EB entering and seating mmy-
self

7
ininthethe parlorVarlor thank you it will

be pleasant to have a little chat on
what may please you in religion if you
wish

mr H ive got a religion of my own
1I am a presbyterian
M E oh you are a followerfolloweT 0of the

learned and virtuous john calvin
mr H I1 am a follower of jesua

christ sir and I1 dont see anything in
the religion youive got there

M Ka have you a bible we can cocon-
sult

n
in discussing these things

f mrmir HU yes sir I1 could gather up
thirty bibles in this house gets two
BibleBibietild and resumes with one in hishia
fiand and one intntaminemine

M E you profess to be a follower
of jesus christ how do you follow him

mr H by the shedding of his blood
AI1 am saved sir

M BE without anything done or at-
tempted on your partparta

mr H why he has done it all
there laIs nothing left for me to do but
to confess him doing it for me

0 M E in other words you believe
you are saved by faith alonealonea

mr H just what I1 said to you sir
1 M E well you remember jamesjamea

here in the new testament sets forth
that works are necessary to make faith
perfect and 0operativepera tive reading and
adds faith without works is dead for
as the body without the spirit is dead
soeo faith without works is dead also
and paul in gal fit says for ye
arebreallall the children of god by faith in
christ jesus for as many of you as
have bean baptized into christ have

k put on christ thus faith
and baptism which I1 claim to be one
of ttethe Wworksarks necessary to salvation

mr30 H dont waste your breath over
thai you talk about your baptism I1
wouldvoipid like to know itaf you can find any

jibe rith tn the lidsda of the bible any
e

baytp with water
anktaik I1 can jesus said

except a man liebe born of the water

and of the spirit he cannot enter the
kingdom of heaven paul and john
show the connection between the birth
and baptism and your men of learn-
ing including those who wrote the
references to the bible make them one
john also said 1I indeed baptize you
with water but there cometh one after
me who shall baptize
you with fire and the holy ghost

mr H but do you know what that
word baptism means it means
comingnIng into
M E where did you get that idea

will you produce your authority for
that

mr H it might read that in thereyou know where it says baptize
M E you mean that would be a

proper translation or rendering from
the original let us try a few passages
where it occurs reading from bible
then cometh jesus from galileogalilee to

jordan unto john to be baptized of
mmhim to become into of him burledburied
with him in baptism burledburied with him
in coming into

mr H 00 dont waste your breath
on them to you know what the water
was that that means

M EM the water of the river jor-
dan in most cases

mr H hold your breath there on
that ill tell you who was the water
is was christ himself

M E willwili you bring me proof of
that I1 never have heard before thatchrist was water in which we may be
baptized

mr H fourth chapter of john
M et you mean christs words to

the woman at the wellmr ITHI yes
M E he told her he could give herwater after drinking which she should

never thirst
mr H rehe said he was the water oflife

I1 M E albo that hphe wan tho kroo nf
life had that anything to do with your
baptism t

mr H he was the bread and thewaterwaiter and the blood
M E john said there are three

that bear record in heaven the father
theford the holy ghost
and there are three that bear wit-
ness in earth the spirit the water and
the blood NOW is christ at the same
time one of themthe witnesses in heaven
and two of the witnessesfitnesses on earth thewater and the word again wasjeus the water in which john bap-
tized him when christ baptized
more disciples than did john are we
to believe that christ through his dis-
ciples baptized them in himself as
water before john knew christ
when he baptized all the people ofjudea and regions round about did liehebaptise them in christ as water

before my friend had time to an-
swer the last interrogatoriesInterrogatorles a woman
rushed into the room from one of therear apartments where she had been
impatiently listening and glancing at
me in an insulting way said 1I dont
see what you want in here anyhow I1
wish go way she then
grabbed the bible I1 held out of my
hands saying as she rushed out with
it you had my bible too and I1 dont
want to have it used in any such way

mr H first tried to apologize for his
bissumissuss and continuing the conver-
sation but she would not permit that
so I1 followed him to the door and as
he stood on the porch bore my

I1 testimony and departed it was the
first experience bordering on insult I1
have had though such is not very un-
common here in the experience of the
elders I1

I1 have now had the privilege of wit-
nessing the fruits of my labors with
those of my associate elders in this
conference I1 have also witnessed

1 manifestations of the gifts and graceegrace
of the gospel hdhealingaling pioprophecypheby etc

among others my testimony was
strengthened by a very faithful lady
nonmembernon member testifying to myself and

many others that she saw me in a
dream sitting in her house bible in
hand explaining the scriptures to her
sometime before she ever knew or
heard of me slieshe was then given to
understand that I1 had the truth torfor
her she told the dream in the morn-
ing to her daughter 13 years old and
to a number of others when I1 entered
her house with another eldereider of her
ward she was very visibly affected
she had also described me to her
daughter so minutely as to complexion
etc thatchat the latter on seeing me ran
and told her mother there is the young
man you saw in your dream she had
already realized it and it nearly overoven
came her
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branch conference

westville holmes county floridamay 30 18981998
we have been engaging in SabSabbatbathaln

school work for more than IL year and
have accomplished much good to-
wards the advancement of the cause of
truth still there is a great chance
torfor improvement among us yet at
the time the sunday school was or-
ganized we belonged to the florida
conference of which elder frank H
cutler of glendale kane county utah
was president he also in the latterpart of 1897 organizedorg nixed a branch of the
church with us known asan the went
ville branch

at the conference held at sanderson
baker county florida on january totlot
and 2ndand 1898 all the territory west
of the chattahoochee river in florida
was given to the south alabama con-
ference of which elder D VU thomas
la18 president owing to the greatnessgreness
of the harvest and the small number of
laborers we have not brnbeen halted by
any elders this year until a rewfew days
ago on the ath dinst I1 received a letterleer
from president thomasthoma stating thatwerethere would be present with usup on the

and two elderseiden for the pur-
pose of meeting with us in a confer-
ence capacity
on the evening of there arrived

in this neighborhood elders martin A
beckstead of gale salt likelake county
and hyrum baird of syracuse daviscounty utah they preached to a
small concongregationgrega tion on the night of their
arrival next morning being saturday
and the we gigathered to the place
which was prepared where we eoncon

in our first branch conference
the meeting being given out fortenfor ten

the people were prompt and we
began on time we hadbad a good atten-
dance at each meeting through our con-
ference which consisted of three meet-
ings each day saturday and sunday

the elders had the spirit of the lord
to preach and the congregation to listen
and we all had a time of rejoicing to-
gether all present seemed to enjoy
themselves as well as beverI1 ever saw peo-
ple

the elders have done a good work
since they have been in our midst
they have baptized five souls into the
fold of christ and ordained three young
men to the priesthood they are tak-
ing their departure this morningmorningandand
I1 can say they are leaving the saints
feeling better than they found them
and are leaving friends somewhatwhAt en-
couragedcou raged and no doubt some who were
enemies have become friends

it is easy to discern the hand of the
lord in this work and to see that liehe
Is putting forth his handband to soften the
hearts of his enemies and raise up
friends to his people

I1 can say that the sabbath school
work Is one ofgf the gretaest institutions

r organized torfor the moral training
I1 and spiritspiritual3 cultivation of ala young
if thoo interested will lostjust strive to
malcemake it what it tois antenintended and to adl


