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AN EPISTLE

THE FIRST PRESIDENCY.

To the Chterch of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Naints in (eneral Conference
Assembled: 1
Dear BRETHREN AND SISTERS:—

Once wore,in the providence of the Al-§

mighty, we are permitied to address
you in an Kpistie, It would give usavery
great plensure to be shle to communi-
oute to you our views orally; but
through circumstances with which yon
are o)l fumtliar this gratification is de-
nled us. We rejoice, however, that the
privilege of communicating a few
of our thoughts ia writlng i3 still at
eur disposal. We have profound feel-
g of thanksgiving to our God for
JLis goodness and mercy unto His peo-

ple. Personally we have reasen to be
vary grateful to Him for His preserv-
ine care tn our behalf,

Zion has been passing throngh a
series of trials wiilch God will un-
doubtedly overrule for our gyood. The
cxperience of the past two vesrs and
a half has convinced us that there has
been a divine providence fn all th:t has
taken place, and iy the shaping of
ordeals to which the 8zints have been
sublected. Painful as they have been
to very msny, the day will come when
they will be acknowledged as having
heen the means of bringlog great bene-
fits to Zion.

The 'I'welve Apostles and their
>ounselors have lubored with great
:ficieocy, as fur a8 they have had op-

gortunlty, among the people, and have
gen active in attend:u%w tige duties
devolving upon them. The I¥alth of
&l] has been 2zood. Recent letters from
those outside the Territory convey the
jutelligence that they are enjoying
tbeir {iupors and are soccessful in the
perforinance thereof. ‘I'he lutest ad-
vices from Presideut ‘"Woodrufl ussure
us of hissgood health, Trough he is
now past 80 years of age, his bodily snd
mental vigor appear unfinpalred.

We ourselves are in the enjovment
of good health? and able to perform
our duties with xatisfaction to -our-
sulveg and plessure in the lherty that
we ebjoy. President Joseph F. Smith’s
health hasbeen somewhat jmpaired,
But he is now fully restored.

The most gladdeningr vews we can
commnunicate to the Conference of the
Ghoreh in our istle 1s that from
every part of the lnnd which we in-
hebit, gratifying reports tave becn
recelved of thezeal and diligence of
ihe people {0 attendiug to the daties of
thelr reliyion. Probably at no timoe ip
our history has there beena better dis-
position manitested by the people to
attend their meetings on the Sabbath
day, and on fast days, and the rayer
mcetings which have been held daring
woek day evenings. Meetings have
been held at suitable private reridences
on mauy of the biocks in the city and
country wards throughout ‘these
mountuing, These have gener-
#lly been crowded; and have been
occupled by the liders in giving In-
straction, and b{ the Saeints iu bearfuy
1{*.:31’.1:11u.’:|n1vl aud 1u prayer.  All the
Elders who huve been free to trave!
who have reported the results of
their labors to ui, agrce- in _say-
lng that at o  tiwe in “thelr
experience have the meetings which
they bave leld been 80 crowded as
durlng the past winter, These evi-
dolices of .the faith and diligence of
the peotw]e are exceedingly gratifyjug
tous. We have been chieered in llsten-
ol tothewn; for we hknow thal when
the Latter-day Saints repent of thelr
8108 znd devote themselves dssidnous-
ly 10 Kuveping the commazhdments of
Go4, their enemies cunnot have much
powerover them, o
> As g people, in times past wo have
Been cureless and indifferent in muuy
dircetions. Negiect of duties has beeh
too common vverywhere. Hypecrisy
has been indulged in to some’ extent,
and a lgxity hus preveiled in many
guarters concerulng the keeping of the
Inws of God which s nol in accord
with the splrit of the GOSP% Under
these circumstunces the Lord has

‘permitted  persecutions and trials
to come upon HIs people that have had
the effect of stirring them up to greater
diligence. When the Lord, for any
reason, turns His face away from His
people, aud, i3 slow to hear their cries,
thorough repentusce on their part and 34

. complete abandonment of their evi]
WHYE are sure Lo bring back His favor,
-und tojesuse is countenance to shine
upeD them. This has been the case in
every age when God has bad aé:eop]e

supor the eartity In our own day we
have scen frequeny 1l]ustrations of this,
We have nover feared for the ppopls,

they have been careless and neglecttul,

‘or aisebedient and bard in their hearts,

then we bave trembled; for when the
Saiuts are in such & coodition
the displeasure of the Lord s
snre Lo be awakebed against them, and
His scourges are likely to fall upon
them. The Lord does notpermit His
eneujes, nor the ecncwnies of His peo-
Je, to prevail over them for any
ength of time wheu they are llving
neal unto Him und complylog strictiy
with His wi!l. All His promises, of the
brightest and most glorions character,
encottraglng snd hopefal, ure given to
those who keep His commandments
and who seek eurnestly to earry out in
their lives the principies of silvation
which He has reverled. When a peo-
ple are in this condition their cnemies
cannot have moch power over them,"

We:attribute the failure on the part
of our.-enemles to accowmplish thelr
wicked parposes during the Jast session
of Congress to the fact that the Saints
Were moretrue te their professions,
and were offering up, in aipcere hu-
mility and faith, their petitions to the
»God of heuven for His interposition
;in their behalf. When we consider the
claracter of the measures which were
tramed in the tirss place, and which it
was the evident purpose of onr epe-
mies to foree through and make law,
it is‘clearly w0 be secen that our
Father in heaven hasrestrafzed the ei-
forts of the wicked and defeated them
Iu their inigunitous deslgus, For a
while it seemed inevitable that every
Ilberty wonld be wregted from us, and
that we should be brought into snb-
Lecl.loa to a most odious tyravny and

e stripped of every nght which be-
longs to free men, Apd though the
measures which bave been enacted are
odious to the frlnciples of true repub-
licanism, atill eur enemles are dis-
appointed in thelr schemes spd
teel that ~ they have  been
defeated; svhile the Saipnts rejoice in
tue goodress of God, and feel assured
that by His help and their continved
faithfulness in keeping His command-
meuts and relying upoo Him, they will
bei able to endure, with puaticnee and
without grievous 1083, all thut the ene-
mies of His Kingdom shall have
power Lo bring upon them,

It i3 of the utmost importance that
the teachings which have heretofore
been given to the ofllcers of the
Church, and which it i3 not necessary
to repeat at length here, should be.kei)t
n mind ard carried out in the spirit in
which they were given, Greatrespon~
sibility rests at the present time upon
those Elders who have liberty of ac-
tion, and they should be nntiring in
their efforts Lo .magnity their Priest-
hood sud to do everything peaslule to-
wards building u? and strengthen-
ing the Saints in  the practice
of those boly principles which God has
revealed. Much depends in these days
of trial upon those whorbear the Leaser
Priesthood,, They bhave opportunities
which are "of unegualled advantaye,
They visit, or should wisit, the people
at their homes. They £alk to them by
their tiresides. They can see theirr 1n-
oer lives, and learn wherein they need
strengthening and gulding, in order to
be more efficient Latter-day Suintas.

When Priests and Reacbers nnderstand
their duties and seek to en](ziy
of their oflices, they can do an Im-
mense amount of ‘good; for they are
brought directly in contact with the
people; they learn their wants, are
made fatsiliar with their weaknesses,
andd’ ure in 8 position to check
the prowth of evil tendenciea iu
purents and ir children. There
ig, in many ipatances, doubtless, too
mueh formulity in the <¢haracter
of these visiti—a disposition to drop
into routlne and te ask stereotyped
questions, without converstngin o way
to bring out the real fecllugs und spirit
of the housenolds which they visit,
Visits of this character are compary-
tively barren of resuits. To muke
them as productive of pood as they
should be, live, active men shoudd e
used uas Briests and Teachers, The
best ubility ia the wvarions wards
can find ample fleld for usefulnessin
performing these dutics. Yonny men
who bave not had experience should
be ausocisted with those who huve had
experiensegand they should be fm-
ressed ' he importunce of seek-
ing for the Spiric of God to rest upon
them §n'power, to dictate to them the
very things tbat should be said to the
fami} which they vislt. The
teachings which mlght be appro-
priste to one family, and be
the very Instruction  which they
might need, would not perhaps be so
skitable for another family, There-
fore, the necessity of having the gold-
un{:e of the Spint of God s appar-
cnt, 1

There is & tendency, almost amenaot-
ing to an epldemle in some places,
smong the young peglple to indulge jn
cigarette smoking. The habit is Althy,
vubeslthy, and pernicious yenerslly.
God has sgoken 80 plainly on this sub-
Ject that there is no room to question
the impropriety of this practice. The
Terachers should make it their especiul
bnsiness, in all kindness and in 2 mild,
instruetive gpirit, to reason and re-
monstrate with young peogle upon
this habit. Every effort shonld be
made to check its grewth amougst us,
1be habit also,which some young peo—
ple fall foto, of using vulgarity and
profanity, is one which should recejve
the attentlon of Teachers. ‘Fhis
practite i not only offensive to ulls
well-bred persons, but it ia a gross sin
in the sight of God, aud shauld not ex-
Ist among the children of the Latter-
day Salnts. 2 l

the spirit

the young men by imparting to them
ln&rnctlon upon these points and giv-
ing them explapatious cobcerning
questions which they may be asked
oponthe lve issnes and toplcs of the
bour. Thereis a body of young men
growing up in Zioa, who, if tangbt as
they should be, can be wade most
efliclent in building up the Churchiand
in gtrengthening ils members ugainst
the various temptations] to do wroug
to which they are exposed. These
youny men are geuverally full ¢f zeal
and eacrgy 2nd good desires, und only
need to be directed aright to
accomplish immensae resulta.
Copnected with our temporal labora
therygs probably uo point of more
impomunce thun the providing eof em-
ployment for our people, The splrit
of the (Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ
is opposed to idleness. We donot be-
lieve that & ma whe has that spirit
can rest content if he is not busily em-
flnyed. There are msoy who Come
rom other parts who have been ac—
customed to following branches of
trade at which they canuot iind em-
ployment here. There are a great
mapy young men and young wollen
| zrowing up aiso, who do not have the
necessary experience or koowledge to
employ themselves. Tuaese cases
ghould receijve the attention agd Toen-
alderation of the Bishops and Presi-
dents and other officers of the Canreh.
We ghonld alm to creste indnstries at
whfch the people can find ems
loyment. If all who have the
nfluence of position, or the power
that the control of means gives, would
keep this subject constantly. before
them and work uuitediy in the proper
direction, & great ma industries
might be sturtedin this Territory that
wonld resnltin profit to their founders
and give ized employment to many
who are now in want of i, In every
Ward or 8take where there are oppor-
tunities of this character, jndicious
men should be selected to take the
direction of such effgirs and to moke
wige investmente, so that disconrage-
ment will not follow throwugh the loss
of meaus or the unskitful haodling of
the business,

From the day of the organization of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
‘day Saints, the udversary of souls has
stirred up the wicked to accomplist 118
destruction. Various agencies bave
bevn employed to efiect this porpose,
Falsehood, traditivn, deep - rooted
prejudice, the learning, wealth and
power of Christepdom, mob violence,
tire, fetters, the rifle aund the sword,
wholesale expulsion and military torce
having been tried i valn, a pewcru-
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e{)orted to both houses, snd passed-
thout citeration. It finally became
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prompted by Satunapd curried on by
cunniog adventurets and reckless fa-
matics. Perhaps the most shameful
aud unrepublican atiempt of this char:
acter wus the latest scheme devised
by the local conspirutors. What is
\known a8 the Kdmunds lnw—the act
of March 22nd, 1882—was hoped to be
broad enough in its intended scope to
secure the politieal coutrol ¢ Ter-
ritory to the anti-*Mormo voters.
Algrire number of both sexes wers by
that acs deprived of the tranchise.
Tbat it did not wreach the control
of the Territory out of the hands of
the anajority of ity residenis, is not
to be gredited to the absence of suchra
wish aud design on the purt of fts au-
thors end promoters, but to the over-
ruling providence of the Almighty.
‘The ground which those whe favored
thia weasure seemed to tuke was, that
it was both pruiseworthy and justifia-
ble to violate the soundest political
principles, and cven the Constitution
1teelf, to tzke the political control of
the Territory of Utab from the '*Mor-
mon’’ majority and concentrate It in
the hands of the anti-*Mormon" mi-
nority. Havinz gone thus far to ac-
complish this end, It wus scarcely to
b¢ expected tbey wonld hesitate to
make other and morg oulrugeous at-
tempty, wheon they fonnd that the Ed-
rounds law had ot answared the fully
purpose for which it was jutended. It
appenrs to be one of the effects which
follow & departure trom sound repnh-
lican aud constitutiopal principles like
Lhe enactinent of such a strunge picce
of leyislution as the Edmunpds
Jaw,  that ervery .{futore
in tie same direction will be more re-
gardless of the settied principles of
ofitical liberty than its predecessor,

he Edmands law, 1nstead of uppeas-
‘ing the aeti-“Mormon'® appetite for
power, only whetted it. The success
of iis proiooters in :pecarivg its pas-
sage, and the regults which have fol-
lowed, emboldened them to make the
mesat extraordinary demands udpon
Congress for fnrther legislution. Em-
issaries from Salt Lake City were cm-
pioyed and sent to Washington, sus-
tulned by funds levied npon and col-
lected from the non-**Mormon' papu-
lation of the Territory, to secure the
passage of a law which wonld bind the
“*Mormon' people hand and foot, and
leave themr, their libertiey, their proper-
ty and all that makes life valuable and
desirable, at the feet of their deadly
enemies. They did not appear to donbt
that their demands for iegislation of
this character against us wonld: meet
with ready accepiance on the part of
tlie Nationsl Legisiature and the pub-
lic gencrally.

On the firgt day of the flrat sesslon
of the Forty.ninth Congrass, Senator
Edmunds introdoced a bil! {numbered
10 ou the Senate calendar) which con-
tained shameful unrepublicau festnres,
the evident purpose of which was to
entively destroy all the hbertiesnt the
majority of the people of Utab. There
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were a few _Senators who stood up

r{l.ssed the Senate and was sent to the

the Judiclary Committee ot the Honse
by our friends, and everything was
done that was posslble to enlighten
that committee concerning the affairs

isted here to obtain t
trol of the Lerritory. A mew blll was
reported by the ehairman of that comn-

r
w
law, without the slgnature of the Pres-
ident. In fits original form the palpa-
ble intention wus
Church.

women VOUBLs,
without eveén the allegation of crime
against them, is an arbitrary exercise
of deapotic power witheut parsllel in
repablican history. No ressonuble ex-
cuse cap be offeredfor such an iuva-
sion of political
without hindrance for seventecu years;
und the vain preteuce of the endmies of
the Latter-day Saints that they wish
to rescue the women of Utah from
bond¥re has,| by this outrage upon
freedoin, becn effectnally stlenced for-"
ever, Tskenwith other portions of tha

Ere
will have the
and the approval of an ealightened
cousgience.

rgnments were

ouse. It was ably discussed before

f Utuh and the consgirncy which ex-

e political eon-

Httee, as 4 substitute tor the Senate
ill, and the provisions of the new hill

were found to be equally objectionable i
witk the bill fer which it was a aubati- {all beyon
wute. The measure was modifled and {escheat to the Gevernment is an act

hanged by wiser and more conservative

legislators, in spite of the efforts of
those who inspired it—a resuit which
we view as due tothe overruling pow-

r of Providence and the reluctance of

some reasenabie public men to sanc-
tion a messure so utterly- subversive

8 this was of the rights of citizens.

An sgreement was reached by the Con-
ference Committee, composed of Mem -
bers of the Benate and of the House,

nd in its amended form the bill was

to
It is generally admitted thotbno such

destroy the

law was ever enacted in this country
before:
one must
medizval timespy when men's ideas
of liberty were confined to such grants
a8 despotic guvernments ond rulers re-

and to flod

its parallel
search the

records of

nctantly chose to glve them. The provi-

sions Interfering with the property of

he Choreh, and lovking to the es-

cheating or other disposition eof its
unds in & manner contrary to the in--
tention of the donors, are in vielation
of ecclesiastical rights and in the
nature of conilscation und spollution.

the
and

The disframchiacment of all
withont canse

rigbts exorcised

uw it betrays an attempt to pave the

way for the domioution of the major-

ty by the minority, because the

former 18 composed of members ef

sade has been inaugurdted in the form | au unpopular Church. It should be
of legislative and judicial tyrauny, |the lpur ose of good citizens and
faithiu]l Latter-day Saints te maintala

the libertivs which are desr to every
citizen, by all legul and consistent{ty
mmeand within their yower. And while
miny of the men and women who,with
Divine-assistance, opened this region
1o human occopation and fitted it for
civilized existence, are arbitrarily de-
prived of apy personal participation in
L[5 yovernment, it becotnes the duty as
well a8 the privilege of those who can
do so under the operation of unjustly
giscriminating laws, to stand np man-
fally and use all- dilizence, und vigi-
lunce in the retention and
of the local rule of the local majority,
In thus sustaining the right and assist-

revalence

ne inthe vention of wrong, they

blegsings of a just God

A redeeming feature of the new luw

is the exemption of wives who are
viewed us jegal from testifying azainst
their husbands in cases arising uUmder
the Edmunds act. . This and the de-
cisien of the Bupreme Court of the
United States condemying the sepre-
gation system, by which the extreme
rennlties imposed by luw were un-

awtuily multiplied upon ‘*Mormon®

defendants, are cutting rebukes to the
Utah Courts and District Attorney, for
their excesses and malice in pursuing
persons-uctiog under the strongest re-

igidus convictiohs. Toe reilef 4hus

afforded to mazny eubjects of judicial
persecution would doubtiess be com-
siderably extended, if

‘rulings of the Utaﬁ C
viewed by the highest tribunal of the
attempt | land

other extreme
OUrts were re-

A3 to whether the Chorch s a

corporation, yrave doubts are enter-
talned. This is a question yet to be
determined. Baot If it should be decid-
ed that it is & corporation, is it possi-
ble that after 4 Territory bas granted
a charter of jucorporaliow, and
gress has for long ryears permitted
the Territorial act to stand unchal-
lenged and unquestioned, the latter
body can now reveke the charter and
appropriate the proceeds of the prop-
erty to sach nses as the majority of
Congress may designate? If this be
possible, well may we, with all the
People!o[ the Territories, ask: Are we
1

Con-

ving under s governmest of law, or

are we and all our rights as freemen
subject only to the whim
ol Congress?

and .caprice

The Supreme Conrt of the United

States, in 19 Howard, page 449, sald:
*“The powé€r of Congress over the par-

on and property of a citizen can never

be a mere discretionary power under
our Constitution and form of govern-
ment.
and the rights and privileges of the
citizen are regujuted and plainly de-
fined by the Constitution itself, and
wien a Territory becomes a partof

The powers of the government

he United States,- the Federal

Goverument enters inio possewssicn
in
it

the character impressed wupon
by those who created I¢.
t coters upon it with its powers

exist as 8 government and sovereigoty,
Tt has no power of uny kind beyond It, .
and it cannot when jt enters s Terri- |
tory of the Uvited "States put off {ia-
churacter, and sssume discretionary ory
despotlc powers which the Constitu.’
tion has denied o0 1t, It capnot create:
for itself a pnew character separate®
from the citizens of the United States,
and the duties it owes to thew under.
the provisions of the Constitution.” .
To appropriate the property of g
private corporstion by s&ying that!
a certein value shaj|

worthy of the dark ages when the rizht |
ol the state to such property wage
maintaloed by feudsl ‘theories. In*
latter days the more equitable doctrine
pravails, even when corporations ars *
dissolved for violation of law, that the
property of the defunct corporatlop,
goes to Lhe corporators. 1

As has been well said by the courtiy -
the case of Wilkinson vs. Leland, {3
Peters 65) In desling with the questiog
of taking the property of ome and eiy-
ing it to unother, without iadicial In-

niry and by legisiative enactment:
""That zovermment cen Sscarcely be
deemed free, where the rights ot proﬁ-
erty ave left solely dependent upon the ,
wiil ot the legislative body, witbout
any restraint. The fundamental maxim
of al] free governments seemns to re-
require that the rights, of persons
iberty and of private property sheuld .
»e held sacred. < . .
A different doctrine s utterly incon-
sistent with the great and fnndanients
principles of & republican govern. |
ment and with the right o
the citizens to the 'free enioymen:
of their property lawfnlly acquired.”

In a case which was appealed to th
UOnited States Supreme Cohrt, (Terreg -
v8. Taylor, ® Cranch,) which involved '
ciiurch property, that the Legislatur -
of the State of Virginia had andertuk-
en to take from the corporations hold-
ing it and toro over to trustees, as thi
iaw attempts to do, Judge Story said;
“But the property was, fn'fact and iz
law, penerslly purchased by tha par
ishioners or acquired by benefaction
of private donors. The title therey
was indefeasibly vested in the churchey,
or rather in their legal agents, Itway
not in the power ot the crown to seln
or assume it, nor of the Parliamen
itselt to destroy the grants, unless iy
the exercise of a power the most arbl:
trary, opPressive, and unjust, and e
dured only because it conld not be .
slated. It wasnot forfeited, for th
churches had committed 0o offens,
The dissolotion of the regal goven
ment oo xmeore destroyed the ﬂxht 4
possess or enjoy the .property than)
‘did theright of any other corporatis
or individnal to Ris orits own proper

¢ =« « & Wethink our
the prInci}Jlu
o

=

selves stauding wpon
ol natursl justice, upon the |
damental laws of every free "gor
ernment, npen the spirit and letts
of the Constitntion of the Umtd
States, and upon the declsion -of
most respectshle Judicla] tribunals,l
resisting snch doctrine.’

It seems to piain men that this nes
law, in jts attempt to seize and dispex
of onr property, lawfullyy acquired,b
in direct conflict with the provision o
the Constitution which declares thy
**no person aball be deprived of Il
liberty or property without due pro
cess of law.! A wel! known writer by
sald: “*They have first of all to remoyel
very stubborm prejudice which bu
been confirmed by iramemorial uisp
that what & perion hounestly acquire
and legally possesses is his own s
not soother’s.?’

‘Probably uo portion of this law k
‘received so much attention slpce b
Fassage as the section containiog wh
3 known as the *‘test oath,” Tr
musicipal election at Brigham Ci
iminediately after the bill became s
and the‘pressing necessity for a ¢
cision “on the part of tiiose whor
elizible to vote in order thatthey mid
register, forced this point in the Ir
into immediate prominence Qure
mies have circulated the most at
cions falsehoods, ackusing our pe:
of resorting to perjury when by s
ing they could shield themseives o
friends from pupishment: but
knew better than they that in wak
these charges they were uttering ¢
liberate untrathe. The proof of te
falaity has been witnessed in the Feds
al Coorts every day durimg theps
Lbirty months, when Latter-day Suw
were being tried for taking care of
acknowledging thelr wives and ci
dren, and refused to give the prom#
which the courts endeayored to :mﬁ’
from them under au assurance thatd
they wonld only make it—which i
were_ told they milght casily s do—thy
should be permitted to go nnpunishe
Having tender conscicnces npoesi#
gnbject of suyingf,or doing apytdldl
that would have even the appesras®
of rellnquishing any. principle of th?
relixion, our people have carefally &
amined this oath and fully weighedt
effect the taking of it would havegp!
themselves, their children and
world at large., Undetstanding folv
therefore, all 1ts conmaequcnces, th!
who can do so have generally resolts
to take the oath, Bat their willingae
to do 80 does not divest it of its oot |
mity Or unconstitutional ~characlel
The rule of law is that 5 man i3 p*
anmed inlocent of offenses and of B
intention to commit offenses uatll b
is proven gullty. But by thisiawjt 8
E‘reenmed that the citizens of
erritory are disposed to violsle Bt
law and they must therefore rebli
the presumiption. by taking: th
oatk! If the-oath was expursiom




