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AXAN EPISTLEF
orOF

THE FIRST presidency
to theae chach of jesus christ of lott-
er clasay saints in general conference
assembled

AND

oudeonce oreinia tlethe providence of the al-
mighty we are permitted to address
you in an beistleBpKp istle it would give us very
great pleasure to be abloable to commini
orte to you our views orally witbut
throughroughlih circumstances with which you
are all familiar this gratification Is de-
niednied

1

us we rejoice however that the
privilege of communicating a few
of our thoughts in writing isin stillallu at
ourur disposal we have profound feel-
ings of thanksgiving to our godfoygod for
his goodness and mercy unto his peo-
ple personally we have reason to bevery grateful to him for his prea erv
ime care in our behalf

zion has been passing through a
series of trials which god will un

overrule for our good the
of the past two years and

a half has convinced us that there has
been a divine providence in all that has
taken place andiad in the shaping ofef
ordeals to whichh the saints have been

painful as they have been
to very many the day wiltwill come when
they will be acknowledged as having
been the means of bringbringingfiig great bene-
fits to zion

the twelve apostles and their
counselors have labored with great
efficiency as far as they haveave had op-
portunityteenportunity among the peoplepeo ple and havehav
been active lickin attending to edhtl duties
devolving upon them Tth of
all has been good recent letters from
taase outside the territory convey the
intelligence that they ateale enjoying
their labors and are successful luin the
performance thereof the latest ad
vices from presidentPresideift woodruff assureus of bisgoodhis good health troughblough he is
now past 80 years of age hisbis bodily and
mental vigor appear unimpaired

vyeWe ourselves are in theane enjoymentnormentnoy ment
of good health and able toth perform
our duties with satisfactionaction to our
belve and pleasure in the liberty thatwe enjoy president joseph F smithy
health has been somewhat impairetlbut he tois now I1fullyally restored

the moat gladdening hews we can
communicate to the conference of the
church in our epistle is that from
every part of the land which we in-
habit gratifying reports havehame been
receivedreceive of theth zeal and diligencetencedif of
the people in attending to the duties of
their wigton probably at noild time inouroar history has there been a better dis-
position manifested by the people to
attend their meetings on the sabbath
daydat and on fast days and the prayer
meetings which have been held during
week day evenings meetings have
been held at suitable private residenceson many of the blocks lain thothe city and
country wards throughoutbout thesemountains these ravehave gener-
ally been crowded and have beenoccupied by ththe ElderswElderS in giving instrsiructionaction and by toethe saints in bearing

dudaau prayer all the
elders witowho have been free to travel
zelkwhoho have reported the results of
their labors to usMS agreesagree in sayflay
ing that at no timethue in their
experience have the meetings whichthey have held been so crowded as

ng the patpast winter these evi
p es of4 Q

41 0 of
e 11 in9wevve 41inn wenlisten

f t d know that I1whennenatt r 8 41 nt otof Ldeirairdecotee t emuel assiduousle na1eC mencil ofgo thetheir eenDbendleslesaanacannot save much
powe rover

r tible f

AsA peoplepeoli ial ahnes P Wwea nave
been careless andn I1indifferentdig ivin an
directions neglect of t hase beentoo common everyeverywhere ris

edin to asome6 extente t
aadnd laxity afta s prevailedprevail inmanyinquarters conee ningruing the kkeepinging 0of thee
laws of god aich Isiff vodot tain aaccordord

ix with the spirit olof the gospel ender
c obese circumstances the lordloid haspermitted persecutions and trialstoU comebome upon his people that baft hadthe effect of stirring them up to greater

diligence when the lord for any
reason durns hisfits laceface away from his
people andaudisis glow to hearbear their dries
thorough repentance anda
complete abandonment of their evilways are sareaure to bring back his favor
and tole ause his countenance to shine
upon them thisthia has beaubean the case inevery age when god his hadbad a people

the barthi in our own day wwee
nave seen thiswe have never feared for theoplethe

nor forthefor the prosperity of the workworit
when the latter day saints have been
fully alive to the duties and require-
ments of their religion but when
they have beenbeen carelessbareleas and neglectful
or disobedient and hardbard in their hearts
then we have trembled for when the
saints are in such a condition
the displeasure of the lord is
sure tobebe awakened against them and
his scourgesurges are likely to10 fall upon
them the lord does
eneenemiesinies nor the enemies of his peo-
plealle to prevailrevall aviover them for any
lengthe ofoy dime when they are living
near unto him and complying strictly
with Hihisswillwill allali his premisespromiseii of the
brightest and mostmoan glorgloriousloas character
encouraging and lishopeful0 eaul are rivengiven to
those who keep his commandments
and who seek earnestly to carry out in
their lives the principles of salvation
which he has revealed a peo-
ple are in thitthis condition their enemies
cannot havehae much power over them

reattributewe attribute the failure on the part
of durour etkeenemies to accomplish their
wicked purposes during the last session
of congresscoom fiba to the fact ththatAtthethe saints
were more true to their professions
ondand were offeringofferle up in sincere hu-
mility and faita tkneirair petitions to thegod of heaven for his interposition
in their behalf when we consider the
character of the measures which werenvere
hamedframed in the first place and which it
was the evident purpose of our ene-
mies to force through and make law
it is clearly to be seen that our
father in heaven has restrained the eett
forts of the wicked and defeated them
in their iniquitous designs for a
while it seemed inevitable that every
liberty would be wrested from us and
that we should be brought into sub-
jection to a most odious tyranny and
bebe stripped of every right which be
lodas to treefree men andaad though the
measures which havebave been enacted are
odiousadious to the principles of true repub-
licanismlicanism still our enemies are dis-
appointed in their schemes and
teel that they have been
defeated while the saints rejoice in
the goodness 01olof god and feel assuredthat by his help and their continued
faithfulness in keeping mis cobmand
meats and relying upon him they will
be able to endure with patiencepati enee and
without grievous loss all that the ene-
mies of his kingdom shall kave
power to bring upon them

it tois of the utmost importance that
the teachings which have heretofore
been given to the officers of the
church and which it is not necessary
to repeat at length here should be kept
n mand aad carried out in the spirit in

which they were given great respon-
sibilitylity rests at the present time upon
those elders who have liberty of ac-
tion and they should be untiring in
their efforts to magnify their prpriest-
hood

1est
and to do everything POSSpossiblelule to-

wards building ulup and strengthen-
ing the saints in the practice
of those holy principles which god has
revealed much depends in these days
of trial upon those wh obear the lesserpriesthood they have opportunities
which are of unequalledunequal led advantage
they visit or should visit the people
at their homes they talk to them by
their firesides they rancan see their in-
ner tiveslives andanA learn wherein they need
strengthensstreng theng and guiding in order to
bemorebe more efficient latter day saints
when priests and teacherspeachers understand
their duties and seek to enjoy the spiritsp irit
of their offices they can do an im-
mense amount of good for they are
brought directly in contact with the
people they learn their wants are
made fatfamiliaraillar with their weaknessesweaknesses
and are in a position to check
the growth of evil tendencies in
parents and lirin children there
Isis I1 in many instances doubtless too
much formality in thee charactercharacter
ofdf these visits a disposition to drop
into routine and to ask stereotyped
questions without conversing in a way
to bring out the real feelings und spirit
of the households which they visit
visits orthis character are compara-
tively barren of results to make
them as productive of good as they
should be live active men should be
used as priests and teachers thebest ability inia the various ardscan find ample field for usefulness in
performing these duties young men
who have not had experience should
be associatedals coated with those who have hadbad

nd they should be iniimtybeaibe importance of seek-
ingfag for theritth irit of god to rest upon
them in power to dictate to them theveryery things thathoai should be said to the
family which they visit theteachings which might be aappro-
priate

pro
to one family and be

the very instruction which they
might need would not perhaps be so
suitable for another family there-
fore the necessity of having the guid-
ance of the spiritblunt of god is appar-
ent

there is a tendency almost amount-
ing to0 an epidemic in some places
among the young peopleale to indulge incigarette smokanesm the habit is filthy
unhealthy and pernicious generallygod has spoken so plainly on this sub-
ject that there is no room to question
the impropriety of this practice theteachers should inake it their especial
business in all kindness and in a mild
instructive spirit to reason and re-
monstrate with young peopeople uponpon
this habit every effortt ashould

g
be

made to check its growthgroth vous
I1thehe habit also which some young peo

into of using vulgarvulgaritytty and
profanityattentionty 1ja one which should receive
the attention of61 teachers thispractice is not only offensive to aialii
well bred persons but illsit to acrossross sin
in the sight of godCrocrolanddandand shaushouldIIIallnot ex-
ist among the children otof the Llatteratter
day I1

at the priesthood meetings of wards
bishops and counselors and other ex-
periencedperien ced elders can do great good to
ththe young0an men by imparting to them

upon these points and giv-
insin them explanations conconcerningceralkan
questions which they waymay be asked
upon the live issues and topics of the
hour there is a body otof young men
rowinggrowing up in zion who if taught as
they should be can be made most
efficient in building up the churchlandChurchland
jain strengthening its members against
the various temptations to do wrong
to which they are exposed these
young men are generally full of zeal
and energy and good desires and only
need to be directed arightaught to
accomplish immense results

connected with our temporal labors
thereas probably no point of more

than the providing of em-
ploymentplo went fofor our people the spirit
of ahlethe gospel of the lord jesus christ
is opposed to idleness we do not be-
lieve that a ma whowh has that spirit
can rest content if he is not busily em-
ployed there are many who come
from other parts who have been ac-
customedcus tomed to following branches of
trade at which they cannot find em-
ployment here there are a great
many young menmea and young women
growing up also who do not have the
necessary elpeexperienceence or knowledge to
employ themselves these cases
should receive the attention and toncon

of the bishops and presi-
dents and other officers of the church
WWe houldshould aim to create industries at
emch the people can find em-
ployment itif all who have theinfluenceinfluence of position or the power
that the control of means gives would
keep this subject constantly before
them and work in the proper
direction a great many industries
might be this territory that
would result in profit to their founders
and give fixed employment to many
who are now in want of it in every
ward or stake where there are oppor-
tunitiestunitunittiesles of this character judicious
men should be selected to take the
direction of uchauch affairs and to make
wise investments so that discourage-
mentmantwillmen willtwill not follow through the loss
of means or the handling of
the business

from the day of the organization ofthe church of jesus christ of latter
daday saints the adversary of souls has
kiystirredtred up the wicked to its
destruction various agencies have
been aemployedampo to effect this purpose
falsenfalsehoodod tradition deep rooted
prejudicepie judice the learning wealth and
power of christendom mob violence
tirefire fetters the rifle and the sword
wholesale expulsion and military force
having been tried inila vain a new cru-
sade has been inaugurated in the form
of legislative and judicial tyranny
prompted by satan and carried on by
cunning adventurers and reckless fa-
naticsnuticil perhaps the most shameful
audand attempt of this char-
acter was the latest scheme devised
by the local conspirators what is
known soas the edmunds law the act
of march 1882 was hoped to be
broad enough in its intended cope to
secure the political control qaye ter-
ritory to the anti mordou 0 1voters
A larre number of both sexes were by
that ace deprived of the franchise
that it did not wrench the control
of the territory out of the hands of
the majority of itsita residentsants is not
to be credited to the absence ofcd suchsuchaa
wish audand design on the part of its au-
thors

au-
thers and promoters but to the over
ruling providence of the almighty
the ground which those who favored
this melaure seemed to take was that
it was both praiseworthy and jjustifia-
ble to violate the soundest political
principles and even the constitutiontion
itself to take the political controlcontrol of
the territory of utah from the mor-
mon majority and concentrate it iniathe handsbands of the anti mormon I1 mi-
nority having gone thus far to ac-
complishcom this endnd it was scarcely to
bab expected they would hesitate to
make other and morgmore outrageous at-
tempts when they found that the ed-
munds

ed-
mands law had nutnot answered the I1fullall I1

purposepurpusi for which it was intended itappears to be one olof the effects which
follow a departure from sound repub-
lican and constitutional principles like
the enactment of such a strangege piece
otof legislation as the edmunds
law that every future attempt
in the same direction will be more re-
gardlessgard lesstess of the settled principles of
apopoliticalI1 liberty than its predecessor
abee edmunds law instead of appeas-
ing the ahti momormonrmonit appetitete for
power only whetted it thee success
of its promoters in ia securing its pas-
sage and the results which have fol-
lowed emboldened them to make the
most extraordinary demands upon
congress tor further legislation em
is jaries from salt lake city were em-
ployed and sent to washington sus
bained by I1funds levied upon and col-
lected from the non mormon popu-
lation of the territory to secure the
passage otof a law which would bind the

mormon I1 people nandhand and foot and
leave thew their liberties their proper-
ty and all that makes life valuable and
desirable at the feet of their deadly
enemies they did not appear to doubt
that their demands lorfor legislation of
this character against us would meet
with ready acceptance on the part ofthe national legislature and the pub-
lic generally

on the first day of the first session
of the forty ninth congress senator
edmunds introduced a bill numbered
10 on the senate calendar which con-
tained shameful features
the evident purpose of which was to
entirely destroy all the Iilibertiesbertles of the
majority of therthe people of utah there
were a few senators who stood upaup

manfully and resisted the passage of
this measure vsas anaa attack upon re-
ligious liberty but their protests and
arguments were in vain the bill
passedassed the senate and was sent to the
house it WAS ably discussed before
the judiciary committee of the house
by our friends kadand everything was
done that was possible to enlighten
that committee concerning the affairs
of utah and the conspiracy which ex-
isted here to obtain the political con-
trol of the territory A new bill was
rereportedarted by the chairman of that com-
mitteein tte as a substitute for the senate
bill and the provisions of01 the new bill
wewere foundand to be equally objectionable
with the bill for which it was a substi-
tute the measure was modified and
changed by wiser and more conservative
legislegislatorslatorA in spite of the efforts of
those who inspired it a result which
we view as due to the overruling pow-
er of providence and the reluctance of
some reasonable public men to sanc-
tion a measure so utterly subversive
as this was of the rights of citizensan agreement was reached by the con-
ference committee composed of mem-
bers of the senate and of the house
and in its amended form the bill was
reported to both houses and passed
without alteration it finally became
law without the signature of the pres-
ident in its original form the palpa-
ble intention was to destroy the
church

it is generally admitted that no such
law waswaa ever enacted in this country
before and to find its parallel
one must search the records of
mediaevalmedia eval when mens ideas
of liberty were confined to such grants
as despotic governments and rulers re-
luctantlyluct antly chose togive them the provi-
sions interfering with the property of
the church and lookinglocking to the es
cheating or ocher disposition of its
funds in a manner contrarycontrry to the in

of the donors are in violation
of ecclesiastical rights and in the
nature of confiscation and spoliation

the of all the
women votersvoter without cause and
without even the allegation of crime
against them is an arbitrary exercise
of despoticdespotJc power without parallel in
republican history no reasonable ex-
cuse cacheeau be offered for such an inva-
sion of political rights exercised
without hindrance for seventeen years
and the vain pretencepredencepre tence of the enemies of
the latter daydav saints that they wish
to rescue the women of utanutah from
bondage hasahas by this outrage upon
frefreedomedoin been effectually silenced for
evere ver taken with other portions of the
law it betrays an attempt to pave the
way for the domination of the major-
ity by the minority because the
former is composed of members of
anam unpopular church it should be
the purpose of good citizens and
fafaithfulithlul latter day saints to maintain
the liberties which are dear to every
citizen by all legal and congiconsistentstent
beani within their power and while
many of the men and women who with
divine assistance opened this region
to human occupation and fitted it for
civilized existence are arbitrarily de-
prived of any personal participation in
IES governmentsgovernment it becomes the duty as
well asaa the privilege of those who can
do so under the operation of unjustly
discriminating laws to stand up man-
fullyI1ully and use all diligence and vigi-
lance in the retention and prevalence
of the local rule of thuthe local majority
inIH thus sustaining the right and assist-
ing in the prevention of wrong they
will have the blessings of a just godGrod
and the approval of an enlightened
conscience

A redeeming feature of the nenew law
is the exemption of wives who are
viewed as legal from testifying against
their husbands in cases arising under
the edmands act this and the de
casion of the supreme court of the
united states condemning the segre-
gation system by which the extreme
penalties imposed by law were un-
lawfullylaw tully multiplied upon mormon
defendants are cutting rebukes to the
utah courts and district attorney forcpr
their excesses and malice in pursuing
persons acting under the strongest re
itliciousous convict idAaidis the relief thus
afforded to many subjects of judicial
persecution would doubtless be con-
siderablysidsideremblyably extended if other extreme
rulings of the utah courts were re-
viewed by the highest tribunal of the
land

As to whether the church is a
corporation grave doubts are enter-
tained this is a question yetret to be
determined but llit it should be decid-
ed that it is a corporation is it possi-
ble that after a territory has granted
a charter of incorporation and con-
gress has for long years permitted
the territorial act to stand unchal-
lenged and unquestioned the latter
body can now revoke the charter and
appropriate the proceeds of the prop-
erty to sucheuca uses as the majority of
congress waymay designate it this be
possible well may we with anall the
people of the territories ask areAX e we
living under a government of law or
are we and all ouroar rights as freefreemenaen
subject only to the whim and capricecatrice
of congress

the supreme court of the unitedstates iu 19 howard page 9 said
the power of congress over the per-

son and property of a citizen can never
be a mere discretionary power under
our constitution and form of govern-
ment the powers of the government
and the rights and privileges of the
citizen are regulated and plainly de-
fined by the constitution itself anand
when a territory becomes a part of
the united states the federalgovernment enters into possession
in the character impressed upon
it by those who created it
it enters upon it with its powers

over tthehe cicitizengizea strictly defined autaadlimitedlimite0 byb y teethe constitutionC0a sti tuti0n fromi r0m whichw hie b
it derivesberryes ititss 0ownwn eexistencex 1stence anandd bby
virtue of which alone it continuesconti to
exist as a government and sovereignty
it has no power of any kind beyond itity
and it cannot entersenten a terri-
tory of the unitedun cited states put off its
character and assume discretionary or
despotic powers which the constitu-
tion has denied to it it cannot createcreatfor itself a new character separate
from the citizens of the united states
and toethe duties it owes to them under
the provisions of the constitution

to appropriate the property of a
private corporation bby saying that
all beyond a certcertainalln value shall
escheat to the governmentGove is anaa act
worthy of the dark ages when the right
of the state to such propropertypirty wuwas
maintained by feudal theories in
latter days the more equitable doctrine
prevails even when corporations artare
dissolved for violation of law that the
property of the defunct corporation
goes to toethe corporators

As has been well said byrbeby the cobitcourt lait
the case of wilkinson vs leland Q1lpeters 6665 in dealing with the questquestiontionloik
of taking the propertyproperty of oveoneand ritidy
ingin 1 it to another witwithoutout judicial lain

and by legislative enactment
that government can scarcely be

deemed tree where the rights ot prop
erteriv are left solely dependent upon tiethe
will of the legislative body without
any restraint the fundamental maxim
cfallof all free governments seems to re
require that the rightsonright personal
liberty and of private propertypropropertynerty should
be held sacred
A different doctrine tois utterly incon
si ent with the preatgreat and fundamental
principles of a republican govern-
ment and with the right otof
the citizens to the free enjoyment
of their property lawfully acquired

in a case which was appealed to uethe
united states supreme courtobbert terrett
vs taylor 9 cranch which involved E

church propertyproperty that the legislature
of the state of virginiairginia had undertak i

en to tatetake from therthe corporations hold
ing it anti turn over to trustees as thisthiis
law attempts to do judge story said

but the property was and in
law generallygeuerally purchased by the ppa-
rishionersishio ners or acquired by
of private donors the title theretothe
was indefeasibly vested in the charch
or rather in their legal agents it wami
not in the power otel the crown to oelasei
or assume it nor of the parliamentParliameat
itself to destroy the grants unless bl
the exercise of apower the most arb-
itrary oppressive and unjust and en
dured onlyonly because it could not be re-
stated r-esisted it was not forfeited for lbchurches had committed no offengi
the dissolution of the regal goversgoven
ment toBO destroyed the right wato

possessorpossess or enjoy the property than it

d id the right ofof any other corpacorporate
or individual to itishis or its own kropet 1t
ty we think oat
selves standing upon the di

I1

of natural justice upon the infaa j
damental laws of eveveryer free lettelgovgovii

ernment upon the spiritrrt and letter
oiof of the united
states and upon the decision of UNthi

most respectable judicial
resisting such doctrine

it seems to plain men that this nilvlaw in its attempt tota seize and di
of our property lawfully acquiredacquirer ii

in direct conflict with the provision offlit

the constitution which declares twe

no person shall be deprived of ilk
A

liberty or property without duedoe profpro f
cessceas of law A well known writer tihm

saidaid I1 they have first of all to
very stubborn prejudice which br
been confirmed by immemorial UMualthat what a person honestly acquire
and legally possesses is his own ut
not an others

probably soBO portion of this lalaw toIN
received so much attention alcoe b
passage as the section containingwit
isa known as the testlest oath ax
municipal election at brigham clcr
immediately alterafter the bill became id10
and the pressing necessity lorfor a 40
casion on the part of those who
eligibleeli eible to vote in order that they mmuiregister forced this point in the
into immediate prominence oursoura
mies havebave circulated the most all84
cious falsehoods alansing our peeppe
of resorting to berjperjury7 when bbyy sopsoil
friendsiningg they could shield themselves allM

friends from punishment but mljo
knew better than they that in laaulia
these charges they were uttering dp

liberate the proof afifalsity has been witnessed in the feeatal courtscourts every day during the
thirty months when latter day fiuty
were being tried for taking care of INai
acknowledgingledgIn their wives anand akidi
dren and refused to give the
chicwhich theme courts endeavored to 40
from them under an assurance ciol
they would only make it aluckaluch 0were told they might easily ddomdo M
should be permitted to go gnpun

having tender conaciconsciencesances a
subject of sayisay indorngor doingdoin 9 wawsaw
that would have eveevena the ap
of relinquishing any principleifafpf 100
religion our people havehava carefully 0

this oath andfullyfatty weighed w
effect the taking of it would
themselves their children sadai w
world at large wo
therefore all its consequences W
who can doao so have generally reola
to take the oath but their
to do soBO does not divest it of itsita af
mity or unconstitutional
the rule of law isi that a manganv to kfgamed innocent of offeoffenses and 01 tin
intention to commit offeoffensesnftsextilhetu
is proven guilty but by jt V

presumed that tilethe citizens 49rf Wfill
territory are disposed to v W
law and they must 0adm wro
the presumption by wan
oath I1 itI1 the oath wuwas exsaw I1


