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I1 WILLwini read a portion of the 3rdard chapter
of st john

there was man of the phariseesPharis eebees named
nicodemus a ruler of the jews

tha samekame came to jesus by night and
said unto him rabbi we know that thou
art a teacher come from god for no man
can do these miracles thatthai thou doest ex-
cept god be with him

jesusjebus nnanswered and said unto him Verily
verily I1 say unto thee except a man be
born again hebe cannot see the kingdom of
god

nicodemus unto him how can a
man be bornboru when hebe is old can he enter
the second time into his mothers womb
and be born

jesus answered verily verily I1 say
unto thee except a man be born of water
and ofothethe spirit he cannot enter into the
kingdom of god

that which is born of the flesh is19 flesh
and that which is born of the spirit is
spirit

marvel not that I1 said unto thee ye
must be born again

the wind floweth where it listeth and
thou nearest the sound thereof but caust
not tell whence it cometh and whither it
goeth soissolsso is every one that is born of the
spirit

nicodemus answered and said unto him
liowilow can thesathese things bebbb

jesus answered and said unto him art
thou a master of israel and not
these things

verily verily I1 saybay unto thee we speak
that we do know and testify that we have
heenbeen and ye receive not ouroun witness

if I1 have told youyon earthly things and ye
believe not how shall yoye believe if I1 tell
you olheavenlyvenly things

in listening this morning to the remarks
of elder on the everlasting gos-
pel as preached by the elders of the
church of jesus christ of latter day
saints be stated in substance that none
could receive salvation outside this church
and outside the priesthood which god
had restored to the church he did not
explain had not time probably or his
mind was carried away on somebom eotherother
points how or why it is that salvation can
only be obtained in the way that god our
heavenly father has prescribed manmanyys
doubtless who listen to the elders of this
church when speaking upon the principles
of lifeilfe and salvation have come to the con-
clusioncl when they have not thoroughly
understood the principles and the system
as they are set foforthth that we are an exceed-
ingly exclusive and uncharitable people
for believing that only a very few out of
the large mass of human beings who have
peopled the earth will be saved while the
great majority those who are outside the
pale of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints will go down to an end-
less hell

the reason probably that these ideas are
entertained by many who have heardbeard our
elders preach is because they have drawn
deductions from the preaching they have
heardbeard imagining that our views odtheof the say-
ings of the scriptures corresponded with
theirs and that it necessarily followed that
all who failed to render obedience to the
ordinances of the gospel as we preach
them would go down to that endless bell
in which so many of the sects believe but
any person entertaining such ideas does us
or rather the gospel that we preach great in
j ustice we believe that god our heavenlyheaven y
Ffatherthep I1is a god of perfect justiceustice a god of
mercy a gd filled with lorigsuffering and
tender compassion towards all the works
of his hands we could not with our views
respecting the character of god believe as
our friends imagine with regard to the
destiny of those who die outside of this
church for that would be incompatible
with and contrary to allali that we under-
stand concerningconcertin the character olof our god

f the god who is revealed in the bible and
the father of our lord and savior jesus
christ

wowe believe as jesus said that this is
condemnation that light has come into the
world and men love darkness rathratherer than
light because their deeds are evil thisahlsT his is
the condemnation under which mankind
will suffer the condemnation will follow
the rejection of ligatgot by those to whom it
may be sent in every nation and age of the
world in other words we believe that
where there is no law there is no trans
egressiongression where men and women have not
had the gospel or the principles of salva-
tion communicated unto them they can-
not bebe heldheid accountable for disobeying the
same itisit is a truth that has been enforced
by all who have understood the gospel
that those to whom the gospel is revealed
must obey it or condemnation follows
condemnation did not fall upon the iuin
habitants of the antediluvian world until
noah bad taught unto them the will olof
god noah commanded of god went
forth as a preacher of righteousness de

claringmaring to the people the judgments that
were about to come upon them and godgd
soBO inspired directed and strengthened him
that he was enabled to warn the people to
such an extent that they were left without
excuse so much so that god felt justified
in sending the flood upon the earth

this has been the course the almighty
has pursued in every age when his jjudg-
ments have been poured out upon thetho peo-
ple he has sent prophets to warn them
and to tell them how they might escape the
calamities threatened this was so with
the jew unto whom the son of god came
he proclaimed the gospel unto them and
warned them of coming judgments and
be sent his disciple i through all jewry
doing the same you ail remember the
saviors pathetic lament over jerusalem
when heile said be would have gathered her
people as a hen gathereth her chickens
under her wing but they would not re-
ceive him as a messenger of salvation as
the heir and son of god empowered to
impart unto them principles obedience to
which would have secured them life here
and hereafter he also pronounced a woe
upon many cities of that land and said
that if the mighty works which bad been
done in them had been done in sodorasodom and
gomorrah their people would have re-
pentedanted huthatbut the jews hardened theirevartshearts and not only rejected bishis testimony
but they shed his blood and invoked con-
demnationdem nation on their own headbeadi for doing
so history tells us that the judgments
which christ and his apostles had declared
did descend upon the jewish nation
jerusalem was taken the temple thrown
down and the people carried into captivity
and the desolation and dreadful woesboes that
had been predicted by the son of god
were all fulfilled upon that generation of
jews

in these instances we sea that god sent
messengers to warn the people before his
judgments were poured out upon them
and we also learn that when the gospel is
proclaimed by those having authority if
the people reject it they are held to a strict
accountability and condemnation
inevitably follows there is no escape from
it but itil falls in all its severity upon those
who reject the message of life and salvation
when proclaimed by those having authori-
ty to proclaim it A perusal of thisibis book
the bible will convince all who bellevebelieve

in it that it is a most dangerous thing and
attended with the most terrible consequen-
ces to rejectact the message that god gives to
his authorized servants to proclaim to their
fellow creatures there is no instance of
which we read from the beginning of the
book to the close thereof where judgments
did not fall upon a people if they did not
repent of their sins and obey the message
sentseat unto them by god when I1 say re-
pent I1 mean a complete forsaking of sin
and turning from it truly and sincerely in
BOlao other way can mankind escape the j edg
mentement and calamities threatened and of
which they are warned

in the gospel of the lord jesus christ
there were certain conditions revealed
mankind were required to obey a certain
form of doctrine declared unto them and
when they did obey they received the
blessings but I1 have often thought when
travellingvellingtra abroad in the nation how dinerdiffer
ent it is in our day from what it was antan
ebentlyjent ly in our day we see countless num-
bers of elegant spires pointing to heaven
and legions of men preaching1 what they
call the gospel but the wickedness of the
people is unchecked anciently when
god sent his authorized servants to proprom
claim his gospel to the people salvation
on the one hand followed obeobediencediance or
on the other condemnationcondom nationnailon followed re-
jectionjection and these effects did not linger
they were not deferred for centuries but if
the people did not repent after hearing the
message of the servants of god great calamealam
illes quickly followed they cou d not
listen to the authorized servants of god for
any length of time and harden their hearts
against their testimony and warnings with-
out sp edy judgment following this was
the case from the days of noah to the days
of john the revelator and it will be the
case in every generation when the gospel
of the son of god in its purity and fulfuis
ness is proclaimed to the people and whenwilen
god has a church and priesthood upon the
earth which he recognizes he is the kiking1139
of the earth hebe is the creator of all its in-
habitants and when he calls upon the peo-
ple and requires them to do anything
they must promptly comply or suffer the
terrible consequences of their disobedience

in the gospel of jesus christ as I1 have
already remarked there are certain condi-
tions with which the people are expected to
comply if they do they receive the bles
sings if they do not they receive condem-
nation jesus and his apostles taught that
it was essential that mankind should be-
lieve in him as the son of0 god as the only
name given under heaven by which men
could bobe saved all mankind were there-
fore required to believe and to have faith
in him and to approach the father in his
name that was the first condition of the
gospel as taught by jesus and his apos
ties

the next condition was repentance all
who had committed sin and nerokero guilty of
wrong of any kind were required to re-
pent of that wrong and to live pure and
holy lives they were not only required
to be sorry to have compunctions of con-
science for the commission of evil but
they were required to forsake it entirely
and to become new creatures if they had
been dishonest untruthful

profane if they had taken advantage of
their neighbor borne false witness against
him or encroached upon his rights if in
fact theythay had done anything contrary to
the dictates of the holy spirit or of their
consciences when enlightened by that spirit
they were required to repent of and forsake
the same

the third condition of the gospel was
that parties who had believed in jesus and
badhad repented of their binssins should take
some step for the remission of them
now the penalty of the siasin that our father
adam committed was death in the day
that thou eanest thereof thou bhailshall surely
die was the proclamation of the creator
anaandtand when adm sinned hebe paid the penalty
and died and entailed death upon every
generation of his posterity and that sleep
of death would have been eternal had it
not been for the dethdeath of the son of god
he came asaa the redeemer orof the world heli
died for the sin that had been committed
by adam he atoned for it and thus ensur-
ed to all the family orof man redemption
from the gravoarave or a resurrection of their
mortal bodies buthebathebut he gave unto his disci-
ples a commandment that they should
preach remission of sins and they
should administer an ordinance by which allali
obedient believers could obtain remission
of sins and that ordinance was baptism
gnotnotsnot the putting away as the apostle
paul says of the filth of the flesh but the
answer of a good conscience wardstowardsto god
I1 bey were required to submit to this ardi
ancenance jesus taught it and hebe himself
although admittedly a pure beinbeingft set the
example of obedience to it wienWIwl en john
was baptizing in the river jordan jesus
went to him and requested baptism at his
hand john remonstrated with him say
ing 1I1 have need to be baptized of thee
and thou to me but jesusjesua said
suffer it to be so now for thus it becom

eth us to fulfill all righteousness
and he went down into the water
and was baptized by john and the
first evidence that we have in the scrip
tures of his recognition by the father was
on that occasion for after he had been bap-
tized the holy spirit descended upon him
and a voice was heardhoard bearing testimony
t the assembled multitude that Jjesusesus was
the beloved son of the father he there-
fore set the example himself so that it
could not be said though sinless that he
hadbad not complied with the ordinance
which he required all the inhabitants of the
earth to submit to and which the disciples
administered to all repentant believers

this prepared them for another ordinance
which we find in the scriptures was ad-
ministered to all who had complied with
the conditions of the gospel which I1 have
named namely the laying on of hands
for the giftongift of the holy ghost I1 been
told repeatedly that this ordinance was to
be administered only to those who were
intended for the ministry it was not de-
signed for the anemmembersbersbars of the church call-
ed laymenlaymon A careful perusal odthe scrip-
tures however does not sustain this idea
but on the contrary it very clearly sus-
tains the idea that this ordinance hadhau to be
administered to every one who joined the
church and that without it the holyholl ghost
waswaa not bestowed asaa a gift to prove that
this is correctcohcon act you have only to read the
esth chapter of I1beibe acts of the apostleslaborswhere you will find an account of the la-
bors

la-
bora otof philip in the city af samaria it

that phillip had power and author-
ity to preach thetilo gospel and to baptize men
and women but not to administer all the
ordinances I1 havebaveb ave the idea that hohe had
the same authority asaa john the baptist
thetho authority to baptize butbat not to con-
for

con-
fer the holy ghost we find that whenhen
johjobjohn was preaching he said that there
would one come after him whose shoes hebe
warwai not worthy to bear who would bap
tiza them with the holy ghost and with
fire john baptized with water but hebe
did not confer any further gift or blessingearing

he had not the authority so to do phil-
lip seemed to have the same authority for
the sacred writer says that whonwhen the Aapospos
ties of jerusalem heardbeard that samaria hadbad
received the gospel at the handsbands cf philip
they sent unto them two apostles for m yelyei
although the samaritanssamaritanaSamar itans had been baptized
with water the holy ghost had not de
scented upon any of them and we are told
that aheu the apostles came unto them
they prayed with them and laid their bands
upon them and they received the holy
agnost nothing sais said about the handsbands of
the aposApoiapostlesties being laid upon those only
who were intended for the ministry but
the ordinance was administered to all who
bad received baptism at the handsbands otof phil-
lip without distinction of sexbex or station

another instance in support of this view
we find in the of the acmeacts we read
there that when paul was passing through
the upper coasts he came to ephesus and
hebe found therothere certain disciples who raidsaid
they had been baptized unto johns bap-
tism but when hebe asked them if they had
received the holy ghost they said they
had not so much asaa heardbeard of it then we
are informed they were baptized in the
name of the lord and when paul who

i had the necesarynecessary authority bad laid his
handsbands upon them they received the holy
ghost and with tongues and pro-
phesiedphesiedsled many other proofs on thiathil point
might be adduced but these are sufficient
from what has been said we learn that the
first principle of the gospel isia belief in
jesus christ thothe second principle is re
pen tance of sin and the third baptism for
the remission of sins

abl wayssays oneono cannot I1 come to the

ootpot of the cross and through the tuning
blood of jesus have my bins washed away
without baptism I1 doubt not thatthal
hundhuddhundredsreds in various nations audand genera
lions who have been in ignorance of thalthai
true gospel and far removed from those
who had authority to administer itsitsu

ordinances have had their sins blotted
out god has looked in mercy upon themthein 1

and on eloELCCOUntaccount of their sincerity has
witnessed unto them that he accepted tlethe
broken spirits and contrite hearts which
they offered unto him I1 cannot doubtydoubt
this but wherever the gospel of jesul
christ is preached in itaits falnessful ness none eahledateddedh
obtain the remission of sins only in thelthe
way thatthau god has pointed out and thatthaithaliaIs

I1

by baptism by one having the authority f

from god to administer that ordinance 1

supposing that I1 withith the views which
I1 have of the gospel of jesus christ werfwen
todayto day outside of the church of god and I1
were to say ill1 I will not be baptized forforththe
remission of sins my father or my grand-
father was a good methodist or a good
presbyterian or baptist or a good secseesectariantariutarin
of some other denomination and he told
me that he hadbad experienced a change of

heart and I1 believe that be had his sinsim
washed away through the atoning blood ofi

jesus christ and on this account I1 will nn
submit to the ordinance of baptism which
Is preached to me as necessary to salvsalvationatioatlo
but I1 will seek for the remission
sinsbins the way my father or grandfathergrand fathe
did how do youyon think it would be widwitt
me should I1 obtain the remission i
Mmyy rsinsbins8 at the hands of god there
be nno remission of sins for such an lnindi I1

vidual in this life light has come into th 1

world god hashag revealed to men the tre
principle by which remission of sins et i
be obtained namely baptism and wiewha t
that is taught to them and they refuse t
obey it condemnation follows and tktin
blessings will be withheld which wen i
grangranted in days when in ignorance mtme I1
taught the lord in faith and humility an I1
with broken and contrite spirits 3we now come to the fourth and liii il
initiatory principle of the gospel of jesjekl 0
christ the laying tnelan of hands for thetheni d

of the holy ghost Is it
sible says one for a man to receive rf g
holy ghost without being baptized forforta9 Tirremission of sins and having handsbands igli
upon him says the reader of Scrip tutitut tr1I recollect that cornelius the history 1
whose conversion is contained in the itikeihoeichapterapter of the acts received the HhamM
Ghh0 t and yet he was not baptized and itafafaidid 1is it not possible for others to doamdo jn
same let those who think so read
history very carefully and they will ficthat in bestowing the ghost
cornelius without baptism god had a pi1 1

pose in view cornelius was thilthe tiler1

gentile unto whom the gospel wv
preached the prevalent bellefbelief am
the disciples and one which they be
jews had inherited through the f
of their fathers was that uhethe gentiles wwa G

not to have the privilege of enjoy
the blessings of the gospel they were i
for them and the disciples werea not 1d h
posed to administer its ordinaordinancesces to theothelI1youyon recollect what peter said when tholy ghost descended upon cornoliaccCornn olimif
this uncircumcised man and his hhou0U

whom they had supposed were wiwithoutthout e
pale of the gospel who can forbid wwania
seeing that aheythey have received ththo0 woimoiH 01

ghost as well as we peter cited t 3

bestowal of the holy ghost upon cornelnyekye

and his house as a proof that the grollnordinal0
of baptism should be administeredn
them audana to all believing repentant gfaal
tiles as well as to the bousehouse of leir ay
this in connection with the vision Wwill ee
peter hadbad you recollect it aherwhereinelnbin heheaherA r
a sheet let down from heaven containcontamoilmold
all manner of beasts clean and uncleas
he being commanded to6 arise kill audandianda
thereof had dispossessed his mind of0 p-l
prejudice which hebe bad entertained ioslos08
common with his fellow believers that Dn
gospel was for the jewsjewa only J ad
when he saw cornalcorneliusI1 as and his house t1 e
blessed he inquired of hishig bretbrethrenliron wvilvii13

there was to prevent the ordinance orbafpf b ot
cism being administered to them ti 01ol
they were bapabaptizedsizedzad by peter ssas

no
cornelius did not baysay as

would say todayto day we have received abol
holy ghost and having obtained this ho
deneedence of our acceptance with god whap
the use of our being baptized Is it jthat god would have given us the bajjr
ghost if hebe hadhd not forgiven our siba
these inquiries I1 think would bobe inlaid
by hundreds in our day under such 11 11
cumcamstances but not so with corincornelius1
he had heard the gospel preached to fwu
by peter and though belie had
holy ghost he believed it was still nneaaca a 1

sarygary for him to be baptized in watwaterer foforleyOV
remission of his sinsgius and he re
with that ordinance and then doub tit I1

the handsbands of thothe servants of god were behe
upon him to confirm him a member ofmiamisalat isi
church and to seal upon him the biabimblesintotiloti 6q
of the holy ghost that hebe might bebainyadyaty
and guided by it into alallaltI1 truth hyhyi I1

this my brethren and sisters is the
plan of mtsasalvation taught in the
there is no other veayxwayray nivenkiven by 0tir
men can bobe saved it is the
that jesus trod the way that retreiwei
apostles walked in it is the doctrine omattr
taught and when it isia taught by Ci

ingtug authority from god to teachleach I1K wt
holy ghost will bollow the administrao

of these ordinances the ancient giftsgl albeaaitbit

blessings will be bestowed and mondon
be led into all truth the power of gnygetgod


