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I wiLL read a portion of the 3rd chapter
of St, John:

There was man of the Pharisees, named
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews:

Thasgame came to Jesus by night, and
said unto bim, Rabbi, we know that thou
art ateacher come from God; for no man
can do these miracles that thou doest, ex-
cept God be with him.

Jesus answered and said unto kim, Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the kKingdom of
God.

Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a
man be borm when he is 0ld? can he enter
the second time into his mother's womb,
and be born?

Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say
unto thee, Except a man be born of water
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God.

That which is born of the flesh is flesh;
and that which is born of the Spirit is
gpirit.

Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye
must be born again,

The wind bloweth where it listeth, and
thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst
not tell whence it cometh and whither it

oeth: so”is every onethat is born of the
gpirit.

Nicodemus answered and said unto him,
How can thesa things be?

Jesus answered and said unto him, Art
thou a master of Israel, and knowest not
these things?

Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak
that we do know, snd testify that we have
seen; and ye receive not our,witness,

If I bave told you earthly things, and ye
believe not, how shall ye believe if I tell
you of heavenly things?

In listening this morning to the remarks
of Elder SBchonfeidt on the everlasting gos-
pel, as preached by the KElders of the
Church of Jesus OChrist of Latter-day
Saints, he stated in substance, that none
could receive salvation outside this church
and outside the priesthoed which God
had restored to the church. He did not
explain—had not time probably, or his
mind was carried away on somse other
points, how, or why it is that salvation can
only be obtained in the way that God, our
heavenly Father, has prescribed. Many,
doubtless, who listen to the elders of this
churech, when speaking upon the principles
of life and salvation, have come to the con-
clusion, when they have not thoroughly
understood the principles and the system
as they are set forth, that we are an exceed-
ingly exclusive and wuncharitable people
for believing that only a very few out of
the large mass of human beings who have
peopled the earth will be saved, while the
great majority—those who are outside the

ale of the Church of Jesus Christ of

tter-day Saints—will godown to anend-
less hell.

The reason probably, that these ideas are
entertained by many who have heard oar
elders preach, is because they have drawn
deductions from the preaching they have
heard, imagining that our views of the say-
ings of the Scriptures corresponded with
theirs, and that it necessarily followed that
all who failed to render obedience to the
ordinances of the gospel, as we preach
them, would go down to that endless hell
in which so many of the sects believe. But
any person enteriaining such ideas does us,
or rather the gospel that we preach,greatin-
justice. We believe that God, our heavenly
Father, is a God of perfect justice, a God of
mercy, a God filled with longsuffering and
tender compassion towards all the works
of his hands. Wecould not, with our views
respecting the character of God, believe as
our friends imagine with regard to the
destiny of those who die outside of this
church, for that would be incompatible
with and contrary to all that we under-
stand concerning the character ol our God
—the God who is revealed inthe Bible and
the Father of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ,

We believe, as Jesus said, that “‘this is
condemmnation, that light has come into the
world, aud men love darkness rather than
light because their deeds are evil.” 1his is
the condemnation under which mankind
will suffer—the condemnation will follow
the rejection of ligant by those to whom it
may be sent in every nation and age of the
world; in other words, we believe that
where there is no law, there is no trans
gression—where men and women have not
had the gospel, or the principles of salva-
tion, communicated unto them, they can-
not be held accountable for disobeying the
same. Itisa trath that has been enforced
by all who have understood the gospel,
that those to whom the gospel is revealed

,must obey it, or condemnation follows,
Condemnation did not fall upon the ins
habitants of the antediluvian world until
Noah bad taught unto them the will of
God, Noab, commanded of God, went
forth as a preacher of righteousness, de-

claring to the people the judgments that !

were about to ecome upon them; and G.d
80 inspired, directed and strengthened him

that he was enabled to warn the people to

such an extent that they were left without
excuse, f0 much so that God felt justified
in sending the flood upon the earth,

This has been the course the Almighty
has pursued in every age when his judg-
ments have been poured out upon the peo-
ple—he has sent prophets to warn them
and to tell them how they might escape the
calamities threatened. This was so with
the Jew<, unto whom the Son of God came.
He proclaimed the gospel unto them, and
warned them of coming judgments, and
he sent his disciples through all Jewry,
doing the same, You a: remember the
Savior's pathetic lJament over Jerusalem,
when he said he would have gathered ber
people as a hen gathereth her chickens
under her wing, bat they would not re-
ceive him as a messenger of salvation, as
the heir and Son of God, empowered to
impart unto them principles, obedience to
which would have secured them life bere
and hereafter, He also pronounced a woe
upon many cities of that land, aud said
that if the mighty works which had been
done in them had been done in Sodow and
Gomorrah, their people would have re-

nted. Buat the Jews hardened their

earts, and not only rejected his testimony,
but they shed his blood, and invoked con-
demnation on their own heads for doing
so. History tells us that the judgments
which Christ and his A postles had declared
did descend upon the Jewish mnation.
Jerusalem was taken, the temaple thrown
down,and the people carried into captivity,
and the desolation and dreadfual woes that
had been predicted by the Son of God
;erﬂ all fulfilled upon that generation of

ews,

In these instances we see that God sent
messengers to warn the people before his
judgments were pcured out upon them;
and we also learn that when the gospel is
proclaimed by those having authority, if
the people reject it they are held to astrict
accountabilitv therefor, and condemnation
inevitably follows—there is no escape from
it, but il falls in all its severity upon those
who reject the message of life and salvation
when proclaimed by those having authori-
ty to proclaim it. A perusal of this book
(the Bible) will convince all who believe
in it, that it is a most dangerous thing, and
attended with the most terrible consequen-
ces, to rejsct the message that God gives to
his authorized servants to proclaim to their
fellow~creatures. There is no instance of
which we read, from the beginning of the
book to the close thereof, where judgments
did not fall upon a people if they did not
repent of their sins and obey the message
sent unto them by God. When I say re-
pent, I mean a complete forsaking of sin,
and turning from it truly and sincerely; in
®»o other way can mankind escape the jodg-
mente and calamities threatened and of
which they are warned.

In the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ
there were certain conditions revealed.
Mankind were required to obey a certain
form of doctrine declared unto them; and
when they did obey they received the
blessings, Buat I have often thought when
travelling abroad in the nation, How differ
ent it is in our day from what it was an-
ciently. In our day wesee countless nam-
bers of elegant spires pointing to heaven,
and legions of men preaching what they
call the gospel, but the wickeduness of the

le is unchecked. Anciesutly, when
m“nt his authorized seryants to pros
claim his gospel to the people, salvation,
on the one hand, followed obedienecs, or,
on the other, condemnation followed re-
jection, And these effacts did not linger,
they were not deferred for centuries, but if
the people did not repent alter hearing the
message of the servants of God great calam-
ities quickly followed. Tney couid not
listen to the authorized servants of God for
any length of time and harden their hearts
against their testimony and warnings with-
out sp edy judgment followiag., This was
the case from the days of Noah to the days
of John the Revelator, and it will be the
case in every generation when the gospel
of the Son of God, io its purity and fuls
ness, is proclaimed to the people, and when
God has a church and priesthood upon the
earth which he recognizes. He is the king
of the earth, he is the Creator of all its in-
habitants, and when he calls upon the peo-
ple, and requires them to do anything,
they must promptly comply, or suffer the
terrible consequences of their disobedience,

In the gospel of Jesus Christ, as I have
already remarked, there are certain condi-
tions with which the people are expected to
comply; if they do they receive Lhe bles
sings, if they do not they receive condem-
nation. Jesus and his apostles taught that
it was essential that mankind shounld be~
lieve in him as the Son of God—as the only
name given under heaven by which men
could be saved. All mankind were chere-
fore required to believe and to have faith
in him, and to approach the Father in his
pame. Tbat was the first condition of the
gospel as taught by Jesus and his Apos-
tles,

The next condition was repeniance. All
who bad eommitted sin and ‘vere guilty of
wrong of any kind, were required to re-
pent of that wrong and to live pure and
holy lives. They were not only required
to be sorry—to have compunctions of con~
science for the commission of evil, bat
they were required to forsake it entirely
and to become new creatures, If they had
been dishonest, uotruthful, unvirtuous,

profane; if they had taken advantage of
their neighbor, borne false witness against
him, or enernached upon his rights; if, in
fact, they had done anything cortrary to
the dictates of the Holy Spirit, or of their
consciences when enlightened by that Spirit,
they were required to repentof and forsake
the same.

The third condition of the grspel was
that parties who had believed in Jesus, an
had repented of their sins, should take
some step for the remission eof them.
Now the penalty of the sin that our father
Adam committed was death—*In the day
that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely
die'” was the proclamation of the Creator;
and when Adam sinned he paid the penalty
and died, and entailed death upon every
generation of bis posterity, and that sleep
of death would have been eternal had it
not been for the death of the Son of God.
He came as the Redeemer of the worid, he
died for the sin that had been committed
by Adam, he atoned for it, and thus ensur-
ed to all the family of man redemption
from the grave or a resurrection of their
mortal bodies. But he gave unto his disei-
ples a commandment that they should
preach remission of sins and thst they

oot of the cross and, through the atluning
blood of Jesus, have my sins washed away
without baptism?’’ I doubt not tha
hundreds, in various nations aud genera.
tions, who have been in ignorance of the
true ﬁnape!, and far removed from those
who had authority to administer s
ordinances, have had their sins blotted
out. God has looked in mercy upon them,
and on account of their sincerity has
witnessed unto them that he accepled the
broken spirits and contrite hearts whigh
they offered untn him. I eannot douabt
this; but wherever the gospel of Jesus

Christ is preached in its fulness, none eay
obtain the remission of sins only in the
way tha. God has pointed out, and thatjs
by baptism by one haviog the authority
from God to administer that erdinance.
Supposing that I, with the wviews whicth
I bave of the gospel of Jesus Christ, wer
to-day outside of the church of God, and ]
were to say, ‘‘I will not be baptized for the
remission of sins, My father or my grand-
father was a good Methodist, or a good
Presbyterian or Baptist, or a good sectariar
of some other denomination, and he told
me that he had experienced a change o
heart, and I believe that be had his siy

should administer an ordinance by which all | Washed away through the atoning blood ¢

obedient believers could obtain rﬁmiapiun
of sins, and that ordinance was baptism,

“Not the putting away,” as the Apostle |

Paul says, *‘of the filth ol the flesh, but the
answer of a good conscience towards God.”
| hey were required to submit to this ordi.
nance, Jesus taught it, and he, himself,
although admittedly a pure being, set the
example of obedience to it. Whken John
was baptizing in the river
went to him and requested
hand. Jobn remons rated with him, say=
ing, **1 have need to be baptized of thee,
and comest thou to me?” But Jesus said,
“Suffer it to be so now, for thus it becom-
eth us to falfill all righteousness,”
and he went down into the water
and was baptized by John,
first evidence that we have in the Scrip-
tures of his recognition by the Father was
on that occasion, for after he had been bap-
tized the Holy Spirit descended upon him
and a voice was heard, bearing testimony
t ) theassembled multitnde that Jesus was
the beloved Son of the Father. He there-
fore set the example himself, so that it
could not be said, though sinless, that he
bad not complied with the ordinance
which he required all theinhabitants of the
earth to submnit to, and which the disciples
administered to all repentant believers,

This prepared them for another ordinance
which, we find in the Seriptures, wasad-
ministered to all who had complied
the conditions of the gospel which I have
named—namely, the laying on of hands
for the gift of the Holy Ghost. I have been
told repeatedly that this ordinance was to
be administered only to those who were
intended for the ministry, it was not de-:
signed for the members of the church eall~
ed laymen. A careful perusalofthe Scrip-
tures, however, does not, sustain this idea;
but on the contrary it very clearly sus-
tains the idea that this ordinance had to be
administered to every one who joined the
church, and that without it the Holy Ghost
was not bestowed as a gift. To prove that
this is coriect you have only to read the
Sth chapter of 1be Acts of the Apostles,
where you will find an account of the la-
bors of Philip in the city «f Samaria. It
ssems that Philip bad power and author-
ity to preach the gospel and to baptize men
and women, but not to administer all the
ordinances. I have the idea that he had
the same authority as John the Baptist—
the authority to baptize but not to con-
fer the Holy Ghost. We find tbat when
John was preaching he said that there
would one come after him, whose shoes he
was not worthy to bear, who would bap-
tize them with the Holy Ghost and with
fire. John baptized with water, but be
did not confer any farther gift or blessing
—he had not the anthority so to do, Phil-
l'p seemed to bave the same authority, for
the sacrea writer says that when the Apos
tles of Jerusalem beard that Samaria bad
received the gospel at the bavds cf Philip,
they sent unto them two A postles,for as ye',
although the Samaritans had been baptized
with water, the Holy Ghost bad not de
scended upon any of them; and we are told
that when the Apostles came unto them
they prayed with them and laid their hands
upon them and they received the Holy
Gnost. Nothing is said about the bands of
the Aposties being laid upon those only
who were intended for the ministry, but
the ordinance was administered to all who
had received baptism at the hands of Phil-
lip, without distinction of sex or station.

Another instance in support of this view
we find in the 19'h of the Acts, We read
there that when Paul was passing through
the upper coasts he came to Ephesus and
he found there certain disciples who said

they bad been baptized unte John's bap- the

tism, but when he asked them if they had
received the Holy Ghost they said they
kad not so much &s heard of it. Then, we
are informed, they were baptized in the
name of the Lord, and when Paul, who
had the necessary authority, bad luid his
hands upon them they received the Holy
Ghost, and spake with tongues and pro-
phesied, Many other proofs on this point
might be adduced, but these are sufficient,
From what has been said we learn that the
first principle of the gospel is belief in
Jesus Chrisi; the second principle is re-
pentance of sin, and the tbird, baptism for
the remission ol sins,

“Ab!" says one, “Cannot I come to the

Jesus Christ, and on this account I will ne

submit to the ordinance of baptism whigh
is preached to me as necessary to salvatiop
bat I will seek for the remission ofm
sins the way my father or grandfathe :

Jordan Jesus | vidual in this life, Light has come into th
baptism .,;?a his | world, God has revealed to men the tr

and the | taught the Lord in faith and humility a

with |

| did,” how do you think it would be wil |

me? Should 1 obtain the remission¢
my sins at the hands of God? There wonl
be no remission of sins for such an ind

1
]
t
5
g;inuiple by which remission of sinse r
obtained, namely, baptism, and whe t
that is taught to them and they refuss ¢
obey it, condemnation follows, and t} ¢
blessings will be witbheld which we v
granted in days when, in ignorance, m¢ b
b
with broken and contrite spirits, y
We now come to the fourth and k i
initiatory prineciple of the gospel of Ja o
Christ—the laying en of hands for ther d
ception of the Holy Gbost. *Is it notp
sible,”’ says one, ‘‘for a man to rmivul -
Holy Ghost without being baptized for{l
remission of sinsg, and having handsl _
upon him ?”’ Says the reader of Scriptut ¢,
‘I recollect that Cornelius, the hiatnrt;‘ 1
whose conversion is contained in the lf .,
chapter of the Acts, received the Hq,,,
Ghost,and yet he was not baptized;and if ;¢
did, is it not possible tor others to dat,,,
| same?” Let those who think so read i«
history very carefully, and they will fiy, ,,
that in bestowing the Holv Ghost upy;
Cornelius without baptism, God had apt |
pose in view. Coroelius was the thw
Gentile unto whom the gospel |
preached. The prevalent belief ama;_’"_"
the disciples, and one which they, ;.
Jews, had inherited through the tradiht?tz

of their fathers, was that the Gentiles w(
not to have the privilege of anjuyt'lj‘
the blessings of the gospel, they werer, "

for them, and the disciples were not t[.l”
ed to ad minister its erdinavces to the.”
ou recollect what Peter said whan?!'
Holy Ghost descended upon Cornelia
this uncircumcised man—and his how'
whom they had supposed were withoutf ©
pale of the gospel—‘* Who ean forbid wat '
seeing that they have received the H("'
(Ghost as well as we?” Peter cited
bestowal of the Holy Ghost upon Cornel”
and his house, as a proof that the ordina ©
of baptism should be administered'™"
them, and to all believing repentant Gc’:'-

| tiles as well as to the house of Isr™Y

This, in eonnection with the vision w :.’“
Peter had, you recollect if, wherein he s

a sheet let down from heaven, contain”"
all manner of beasts, clean and uncle "
he being commanded to arise, kill and_ "
thereof, had dispossessed his mind of ©'¢
prejndice which he bad entertained,”®
common with his fellow believers, that' '
gospel was for the Jews only, 1
when he saw Cornelins and his house 3_1,'5

blessed, he inquired of his brethren w '
there was to ‘prevent the ordinance of p""
tism being administered to. them, T”“
they were baplizsd by Peter, 5
Cornelius did notsay,as many,douabt
would say to-day, *We have received
Holy Ghost, and having obtaired this &
dence of our acceptance with God, whagg .
the use of our being baptized ? Isitli
that God would have given us the
Ghost if he had not forgiven our
These inquiries, I think, would be
by bundreds in our day under such:
cumstances. Buat notso with Corneliy, 4
he had heard the gospel preached to¥y
by Peter, and though be had received't}, .
Holy Ghost, he believed it was still

sary for bim to be baptized in water fothe
remission of his sins, and he comprg,

'Eltl!

with that ordinance, and then doubl;
bands of the servants of God werelhe
upon him to confirm him a member oflt i
ehurch and to seal upon him the blasty,
of the Holy Ghost, that he might be'ayy-

and guided by it into all truth. fay

This, my brethren and sisters, is theo'te
plan of salvation taught in the Soripl_ﬂ'!hﬂf-.
There is no other way given by ¥/l
men can be saved. It is I.ME_‘-"'"I‘&
that Jesus trod, the way that e
Apostles walked in, it is the gﬂﬁlrﬂi"“"“’h
taught, and when it is tanght by thoshs®
ing anthority from God to ieach il f"f
Holy Ghost will lollow the ad ministred &
| of these ordinances. The ancieut gills
blessings will bs bestowed, and men V&
lbe led into ull truth, the power of God ¥




