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LIBERTY, AND LICENSE.. .

Jﬂu.'l"II a crowded meeting in Bonto;n,
recently, held in that historie
building, Fanu€il Hall, the follow-
ing was enurciated as a principle
and accepted with lond applause:
"~ “That the rigl;}t, to think and to
ublicly express, ngue or pen,
EhE results of th%n{lng, 8 Lhe dear-
est right which American eitizens
; and to deny ils exercise is
subversive of nafural justice, con-

trary to constitutional provision
dangerou ‘public welfare an
corruptinig¥o public morals.”

A little reflection will show that
the idea implied in thia statement
is entitled to all the denunciations
of the latter part. of the sentence.
That is, that people may say-and
publish whatever they think, with-
out being called to account for their
utterances. In other words, that

there should be mo law of libel.
That public speakers and writers

for the preas should fulminate and

print anything they please, no

matter how much it maygend

injure others, swithout being legally
liable for the slander. If this is
not implied,what is the ‘prineiple”
presented to and applauded by
the Boston audience. - There is
no law agaiust thinking, and
if there . was it would be a
dead letter, for  thought .is be-
yond the control of priest; legisla~
tor, judge or executioner. And the
freedom of speech and of the press
is guaranteed in this great republie
by its general eonstitution and pro-
tected by the laws of the various
States and: Territories, But liberty
and license are 'widely different,
and therefore while the former is
upheld the latter is kept in cheek
by the law, for license is not only

opposed to true liberty, but is actu- | mischievous and despicable p

ly destructive thereof,

Every person has aright to think,
and the right to speak or print his |
thoughts, untrammeled. But if in
the publication thereof he utters
untruths, caleulated to injure
another, whether a private indi-
vidual or a publi¢ fanctionary, he
is ilable to punishment, on convie-

o} wronged -are enough to dissuade

| with that Jiberty which is design-

| prees, and are growing into a nuis-

tion of the offence,which Is a crime |

agalnst society and an iufraction of

statutory law.
But the
evidently

Boston .;declaimers
desire,, the . abolj-
tion of all laws  against  libel.
And  they are not  alone in
their unreasonable opinions and
dangerous demands. Many demo-
gogical publie speakers and mnot &
few disreputable press writers ap-
pear to be-of the same mind. . The
mosfoutrageous accusations against
men in official pesition are indulg.
ed in, often without any founda-

tion in fact or any excuse for their |

vindictive vulgarity. The ground
taken by the slanderers seems to be
that all public officers are pat in a
pillory as soon as elected, and that
every cilizen has the rigﬁt._ to : pelt
them with garbage without stint or
hiﬂdfﬂﬂ-ﬁ&- : ‘3 |

There are papers wh
specialty of scandal an
when the objects of their calumny
do not choese to, reply to the
charges hurled at their character
that silence is construed into tacit
admission of guilt.;- And such a
course, when commenced, does not
usually end with Lhe. misrepresen-
tation and defamation of publie
men. Buat spon private charac-
ter is attacked,” aud even the
weaker sex is assailéd, and the pro-
fessional slanderer, who should be
esteemed viler than the mangiest
dog, darts his venom into the family
0 and drags before, the publie
eye distorted, defiled 'and falsely-
colored pictures of things that be-
long only to private life.

Is It & mark of the progress. of,a
country or a community that such

ander is allowed to gounpunished
and unrebuked? And would it be
for the benefit of the people of the |
United States if the license which
the Boston demagogues and ‘their
supporters . call liberty of speech
were to become lawful and upnin-
dictable? We think not. Bat per-
baps some good mighl eventually
result, aithough the immediate ef-
fects would be harmful, if the libel

Jaws were entirely abolished. Men

"'_'n.
h make a

{

abuse, and | ¢ Atkins and Foote to a seat.in

would resent attacks upon . their
public and private «¢haractes. by
physical force; but: the . stamping
outef a numberef press scaveng-

ers “, apd - foulmouthed  orators |

would bagof.great benefiito sociely |
at large: | As it:is. now, libel laws
are alm

ost in disuse, The difficul-

of thoseithat are

most persons from grappling with
them. ‘And the reparation possible|
is generally inadequate ‘altogether

to the injury received. 1f criminal
prosecution is attempted, judgasl
and juries are so impressed with

the.cry of *freedom.of the press,’’

Llﬁat the voice of justice is bushed,.
aund the slander-mopger is encou-
raged to continue his diabolism
with renewed . biltetness and
strengthened gall. . . |
- The publie are, to blame for this
condition of things, Public speak-|
ers who indulge.in groundless vitu-

1 in Ldah

peration and papers which deal in
scandal should  be treated with the
contempt . they deserve. If the
public appetite demands such  vile
diet, and cannot be appeased with«
out. what are called ‘‘spicy items,”
the *spice’ will certainly. be forth-
coming,.: But the seandal-monger
should .be despised and excluded
from r table society and. be |
refused recognition by every res-
pectable person of both sexes. And
the fact that statements reflecting
on the personal character of any

individual are found in papers of | ring that runs elections

= <l |
had no right to the offices which

they, claimed, DBut they were
allowed to remain therein and
form & combination to run the af-
fairs of the county in their own in-
terest, and override the wishes atud
voles of the great majority of the
citizens. - ' _ :
Apother election is approaching

Democratic délegates, from Oneida
County, t% meet next Saturday, §.§
Oxford, when nominations will be
made preparatory to the Territorial
Demoeratic Convention at Beise, in |
BSeptember. Our friends in Oneida
County, we understand, intend to
support this conventien and the
Dernocratic ticket. But their oppo-
nents are already engaged in their
usual trickery. Placards are posted,
pretending to besigned by “‘Many
Demoocrats,’? with the object of in-
ducing some of that party to make
a%plit, so that the real concoclers of
the seurrilous barangue may walk
through the gap toanother victor
But thes Democrats of Oneida
County should be wise in their
generation, and thoroughly united
in their plaps and actions, The
¢“Mormon” vote of Oneida County,
not counting other supporters of
the Demecratic party of Idaho, as
compared with that of their op-
ponents, is in the ratio of 250 to
100. ; A selid ballot for their own
pnominees will elect them without
doubt. But the past doings of the
ould be

the “spiey” order,should be enouch | a warning to them at the present.
to stamp them as untrue, and un-| Plans should be formed at.once for

worthy of mention .in any.decent | the purpo
While the appearance in | free election. Every polling place
a house of such sheets as make|should be watched by
ialty, should be a|faithful men.

sociely.

scandal a spec

ge of ensuring a fair and

*%gilant and
Every officer of the

sufficient indication ef the prurient | election should be notified of any
tastes of the inmates, and a plain | infraction of the election law

pign that it is not a fit place for | when it

pure-minded persons. to visif,
Instead of more license of s

peech | 88 the

is attempted. Notes
should be taken of the votes
election progresses, and

and of the prees, the reins of con-|evidences of fraud, if it appears,

trol need to be tightened, and pub-| made perfect and unimpeac

lic sentiment and local law should

hable.
If the wishes and votes of the

be arrayed against the present lax-| msjority are again trampled in the

ity. We would deprecate as much | mire by the corrupt clique who
&8 any one the slightest tampering | have heretofore manipulated the

ed by the Constitution. But we
would hail with pleasuare the en-
forcement of wholesome laws,
civil and criminal, which would
aild in the correction. of the
[AC~
tice of unstinted abuse of public of-
ficials, and the inexcusable slander

of private individusals, which dis-
grace both the rostium and the

ance to society and a-positive dis-
grace to the country,

—— -

. "A BLOW FOR FREEDOM:

——

[T has been said that “Mormons”
make poor politicians.  Consider-
ibg the moral status of the average
politician, we regard this saying as
a compliment. It is true that the
‘“‘Mormon people are too unsephis-
iticated for a contest iw'which the
“‘ways that are dark and tricksthat
are vain” are essential to sugecess,
This has been demounstrated in the
elections of 74 and ’76 at Tooele,
and in the same years at Oneida
County; Idahe. :

At the former their opponents,
though vastly in the minority, sue-
ceeded ;in Jeapturing the county.
The investigation in the Legisla-
live Assembly over the rival claims

the House, proved beyond dispute
that hundreds of fraudulent votes
were. polled by the opposi-|
tion, and therefore the, People’s
c¢andidate was awarded the seat,
But the county officers claiming
election under the same‘votes were
allowed to take posgession ofsthe
coveted posts, and have since held:
on to them with a death-like grip,
which even now they are very re-
luctant té relax, although palpsably

ten at the polls by a large ma-
(}r“;y. ~ ¥ i3 : :
- In Oneida County, most of the
Mormone’” voted the Demoeratic
ticket, which earried’ the pame of
8. 8. Fenn, for Delegite to Con-
gress. The tactics of modern poli-
tical jugglery were brought to bear,
and the majority swelled by the|
‘Mormon” vote was Jeremy-Did-

| sent.

dled into an apparent mipority.
But Mr, Feun fought for hisrights,
proved the awiadle ‘sought to 'be
perpetrated, and gained his” seat in
gpite of the influence'and prestige
of his adversary,Governor Bennett.
Now, the same evideunce that
unseated Benuett was - proof
that the county incumbents

returns, the election should be le-
gally conlested to the last extreme,
and a determined, united and un-
dauntedeeflort be made to free the

county from the grasp of the cor-
morants who hOave been preying

ulpﬂn it for several years in succes-
sion. _

These are our, views concerning
this important matter, and we hope
the peeple of Oneida County, who
once formed a parf of this Territo-
tory, will not go to sleep and agaln
allow (heir alertt enemies to rob
them of their rights and rule over
them by fraud unchecked cor-

| ruption, but that they will arise in

their united strength and work
with a will for, the liberties to

| which ‘they are lawfully and un-

doubtedly entitled. .
et A &P

A PRIVILEGED CLASS OF
| VOTERS. .

Tie contest over the Tooele elec-
tion has brought up =everal gques-
tions for consideration, the settle-
ment of which will be of benefit to
the community. We purpose to
touch on only one of them at pre-
It was claimed by counsel
for the defence that the election
law is wvoid beecauseé it makes a
privileged class of volers, by per-
mitting women citizens who are’
not taxpayers to vote, while male
citizens are required to Le taxpay-
payers in-order to be qualified to
vole, 2 |
This is an argument{ intended for
a blow against woman suilrage in
Utah. Buat.a little investigation
will show that it has no legal or
rational force. The right of suffrage
and of holding effices in the Terri-
tories is placed by the laws of Con-
gress absolutely inthe bands of the
Territorial ~ Liegislatures, subject
only to certain specified vonditions,
to witsy Those rights can only
be econferred: upen -citizens of
the United States above . the
age of twenby<one years, or those
asbove that age who bave legally
and properly declared Lheir inten-
tion to becomesuch. No citizen ean
be: deprived of those rights on ae-
count of race, ¢olor or previous gon-
dition of seryitude, No person be-
longing tothe Army or Navy-of the
United States can be €lected to any
civil ofliee inany of the Teriitories,
nor be allowed to vote by reason of
being onservice in such Territory,
uniess it had been his permanent
domieile for six menths previous,
Utah forms no exception to this

Lilks

|

treaty with the

sons born in the United States, and

%anaral rule for the Terrifories. The
rganic Act specified the qualifica-
tions of voters at the first eleetion,
and provided that ‘“‘the qualifici-
tions of voters and of holding office
at all subsequent élections,ghall be
such as shall bs preseribed by the
Legislative Assembly,”” the only

limitation beipg that those rights

), A convention 1s called of | shall be !‘exereised only by citizens | the issue ra
ding |apy other light tha

of the United BStates, inclu
those recog as citizens by the
public of Mexi-
co, concluded Feb. 2,1848,”7
Acting on this general as well as
specific autherily, the islative
Assembly of Utah Territory passed
an act conferring the elective fran-
chise upom ever woman . . in
the Territory of 'the age of
_ziranty-una and upwards, born in
be Upited States, or who is the
wife, widow, ogj daughter of a citi-
zen, Such persons are thus entitled
(o vote at any election, providing
they have resided in the Territory
six months, and in the precinct
one month previous to registration.
By the laws of Congress, “all per-

not subject to any foreign power,
excluding Indian8 not taxed, are
declared to be citizens of the
United States. Women born in this
country are therefore citizens just
as much as men. The same laws
also provide that any woman who
is marrfed to' a citizen, and who
might herself be lawfully natural-
ized, shall be deemed a citizen.”
Children of naturalized citizens
born‘outside of the United BStiates
who were undeér twenty-one years
of age at'the timeof the parents’
naturalization, if dwelling in the
United States are, under the law,
considered * citizens thereof, irre-
spective of sex, It will thus be per-
ceived that in granting women the
elective franchise the Legislature
was acting within its powers and
in accord with the United State
statutes. :

Bat it is claimed that an invidi-
ous distinction is made in relation
to wemen volers, beecause they are
not required to be taxpayers. We
answer, the wives of citizens pay
taxes through their husbands,
There would be no sense in half of
an estate being assessed to the hus-
band, and the other half to the
wife. 1f & wowman folds property
in her own right, which she can do
in this Territory, she pays taxes
thereon pally. But, we would
ask, should women be required to
pay poll tax and go out on the
roads and work? Are women re-
quired to bear arms, or to sit on ju-
nea‘} or to serve in a posse comita-
(us

The United States Statutes might
be challenged with equal propriety
on the rame ground. A male alien
in order to become a citizen, is re-
quired to take out his papers in
court, swearing allegiance to
this Governmeut, and forswear-
ing allegiance to the Govern-
meut of ‘his mative country,
but a female aliely can become a

—

equally plain that in conferring up-
on women ithe rights embodied
therein no constitutional provision
or statutory prohibition has been
foiated, but tbhat. in legislating for
both sexes consistency has been
maintained asa balaneetoequality.
We have no idea that any court of
competent jurisdietion  will view
on this guestion in

D as & yexatious
quibble interposed: to delay an ex«

pected unfavorable decree.
NATURALIZATION OF PLURAL
| WIVES.

A CIRCUMSTANCE  occurred. this
morning in the Third District Court
to which we desire to direct atten-
tion. A resident of this city who
has two wives, went to the Court
room accompanied by both ladies,
for the purpose of assisfing his sec-
ond wife in procuring naturaliza-
tien papers, The lady eameto this
country when a migor, and has re-
sided here a much longer time than
is speciled by law as a requisite to
paturalization.,  After" the usual
preliminaries, the Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney asked the lady, who
gave her maiden name, whether -
gshe was married, to which she re-
plied in the affirmative. The name
of her husband was- demanded and
given, and she also answered ‘‘yes”
to the question ““are you living in
polygamy? . “Thereupon the atfor-
ney objected to her being received
as a citizen, on the ground that she
was not of goud moral character,
and the Judge, after some remarks
reflecting upon polygamy, sustginc-
the objection.

We have in theze columns ad-

vised ladies of foreign birth, unless
the first wives of citizens, to obtain
their naturalization papers in the
manner prescribed by law. The
present Chief Justice of this Terri-
tory has ruled thata man cannot
legally have more than one wife at
a time. This is the law as he lays
it down. And hereis the position
taken by the ‘*Mormon® people:
Plural wives, are wives in every

senee of the word so far as the
Chureh of which 1hey ame memboers

makes them such. And this power
is vested in the Church by revela- .
tion and commandment and autho-
rity from'the Most High Ged. In
the sight of heavea, and of the
Church, and of the contracting par--
ties, plural marriage is sacred, di-
vine, and far more binding than
any law ‘of man can make it. But
the law of theland does not recog-
nize it assuch. On the contrary

[
]

,:ll; declares it null and void. Plumi

wives, therefore, in sny matter in
which the law of the land is con-
cerned, have the right to call them-

citizen simply by marriage to a
citizen. Is this creating a privi-
leged e¢lass of citizens? Tn all
States and Terriiories there are
certain persons who are excused
from serving on Juries, and from
militia duty. Do these provisions
create a privileged class of citizens?
Fhereare diflerent grades of citi-
zens and the law should be uniform
as it relates to each. 'The rule must

apply equally to all ns in that
grade without invm pexsonal

selves by their maiden names, and,
in any court, to take the position of
a femme sole. |

And we dispute the right of any
attorney or any judge to ask an ap-
plicant for citizenship whether he
or she is married or single,” Mar-
riageis not one of the qualifications
specified by the naturalization laws.
A man may be admitted to citizen-
ship, whether married or siugle, if
he takes the necessary oath, has
resided in the country five years,

distinctions. Tbe law in relation [g,d evidence is given that he is of

loe women voters applies to all of

the female sex of a vertain desig-| he

nated status. BSo wilh male eiti-
zens, It might be argued with
egqual reasen that the law which
allows a male e¢itizen twenty-one

years old to vote, but denies this|

privilege to a mal~> citizen twenty
years old, creates a privileged class
of citizens., And might it not be
argued with much mere reason
and propriety, that. a -privileged
class ot e¢ilizens ‘is created by
cenferring - upon. ope ‘sex alone

th'ﬂ Elﬂﬂbi?ﬂ fﬂnﬂhlﬁﬂ, lﬁd --ahub'liin',mfarﬂnm tu l-h&“mﬁml"-"

ting out from any vote ot voice
in national or State aflairs at least
y,ne-half of the citizens of the coun-
try, no matter how much they

may or may not contribute to the | ,ip
national or State reveuues? The hing%
sexes being in some respects essen- |

tially different, though equally
citizens, should have regulations
suited ‘to those differences without
depriving either of just rights
and privileges as citizens,"

The - point raised against the
election law, it is easy to see, was
brought forward in desperation over
a feeble case. The Legislature is|
clearly endowed wilh all the pow=
ers it has exercised in the passage
of the election laws, and it is

moral character, attached to
principles of the Coustitution
of the United States, and well dis-
pcsed towards the good order and
happiness of the same. The same
rule applies to a woman, 2
What the court or its atterney
may not lawfully ask, an applicant
is not legaliy or morally bound 'to
apswer.  And, aceording. to the
Judge’s own ruling, a plaral wife if
she ¢hooses to reply at all, can leg-
ally answer a question conecerning
her marriage in the negative, Anu
part of
the court catechism, who ever
heard of an attorney asking a male
applicant if he keeps one or more
mistresses? or if he ever stole any-
Y or il bhe is in the habit of get-
ntoxicated? or of committing
any other act of real immorality?;Or
who ever heard an attorrey, in
any courf, question a femile appli-
cant as to her private life, the pa-
ternity of her children, if she has
any, or whether she liyes g the
mistress of any individual? If evi-
dence is given by witnesses that
the applicant is of “‘good moral
character,” in the absence of proof
to the contrary, the Cgurt eannot
properly reiuse the application,
whether to male or female,



