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THE EDITOR’

S COMMENTS.

THE FOPE TO THE KINQ.

The attitude of the pope and the
Roman Catholics of Ttaly i3 set forth in
& recent encvclical to the bishops, the
clergy and the people of that country.
It 1s an important document. It is
clear as to the alms of the church and
holds out no false hope concerniDg a
possible ylelding to the demands of
the state. Italy must come to terms.
The Vatlcan is prepared to continue
to stand against the Qulrinal. That is
the piain meanlng of the document.

The pope explains that he is re-
Bponsible for the organization of the
democracy of Italy and that it was
undertaken in reply to the fierce per-
secutions directed against Catholie in-
stitutions. He accuses the government
of lnability to meet the demands of a
suffering people. The state, he con-
tends, by confiscating ecclesiastical
property and the patrimony of the
monks has  drled up the springs
whence flowed the riches of the people.
Those lands, scattered over all paris
of Italy, were the great reservoirs ol
the public fortupe. The peasants and
the poor drew their living from them.
Before the sequestration of this prop-
erty the people had a last resource in
cases of urgent need. The reservoirs
arg now dried up; the capltal has been
squandered. The megalomaniac gov-
ernment has turpned it into cannon and
ambitious war vessels, The money of
the church, of the congregatlons, and
of the country has emigrated, especlal-
iy to England, With the disappear-
ance of coin came a ferocipus and {n-
famous fiseal system. Deprived of
thelr capltal. the peasant and the
jandowner are pressed by the agents of
the treasury, who, being paid a per-
centage on the contributions. oppress
and exhaust the poor man, while the
ten thausand rich men. by caming to
an understanding with the collectors,
enjoy exceptional privileges, Buch. ac-
cording to the holy father. ls the orlgin
of the poverty and misery of Italy. To
the crusade agalnst the church, the
encyclical says, it is due that the peas-
anta find nothing to eat and therefore
leave the country. and ‘that the waork-
ingman has become the slave of s0-
clety. In all parts of the country he is
condemned to work hard for low
wages, In many wvillages there (8 no
bread, no meat. The poltcy of the Ital-
ian government 18 the policy of misery

amine.

anIcL : view of this state of affaira the
pope tells the bishops, priesis and lay-
men “to go to the pEople.’” That is, he
recommends the establishing of parish
assoclatlons, workingmen’s cluba, pop-
ular banks. agricultural savings banks,
sconomlc hakerles, and gyndica‘tes of all
kinds. The idea is for the church to
come to the aid of the classea stricken
by the hand of a shortslghted govern-
ment. It is hoped that the papal party
{n this way wlll be able to repalr the
net that has been hroken by perseciutlon
and re-establish, one by ome. the in-
stitutions the government hag dis-
solved. Suffering there must be during
the period of reconstructlon. but ulti-
mately the end will be gained,

The encyclical
Catholles may submit wunder compul-
cion, to the existing state they cannot
vield to lt thelr allegiance. Thelr duty

is 1o work for the restoration of the lib-!

erty and independence of thelr splritual
bead, "To demand their ronsent to th
present order of things s irrational and
absurd, because directly opposed to the
precepts of the apostolic see, to which
they owe unconditinnal obedlence.”
From this synopsis of the encyctical,

declares that though

as furpished to New York papers, It is
evident that the pope looks upon a
surrender to the Ttallan monarchy as
impossible. The struggle may be drawn
put Iindefinitely, but that will not
change the final result. The Itallan gov-
ernment now realizes its own weakness
and the power of an utterance that has
behind 1t the moral support of 250,000,-
000 faithful believers scattered through-
out the whole world.

There are signs Indleating that
Italian statesmen will yet have to ac-
knowledge that 4t was a mistake to
wage war against the church that has
the Italian capital for center. No clvil-
jzed state can dispense with the moral
influence exerted by the rellglous or-
ganizatlons. When working together
for & common end, each within its own
proper sphere, the church and state are
the dlspensers of blessings among the
children of men. When at war with
one another, the result must be not only
mc;ral but also economlc decay and
ruln.

FOR FEACE.

The peace congress proposed by the
czar 18 now, it appears, assured. All
the powers have signified thelr wiillng-

ness to gend representatives to such a
gathering, provided the discuaslona
he limited to the question set forth In
the invitation of the Russglan em-
peror. This bars all attempts at an
arrangement of the Alsace-Lorraine
question and simllar problems,

It is now understood that the con-
ference does not contemplaic the
| dilsarmament of the natlons but slm-
| Pl¥y an agreement not to go on in the
same directlon, The question is to dis-
cugs the desirabliity or possibllity of
maintaining status quo. Can that be
{done?

The outlook for a successful answer
to this question s not particularly
pright. Still, fhe agitation of so good
a cause wlll lead to something, It
cannot be without desirable results. The
problem of universal peace will be
brought to the notlce of the world
more promlnently than ever, and its
intricacles wlll be mastered by an en-
lightened public. The obstacles with

which diplomats st present may be
unable t¢o cope successfully wliil
removed in time.

It 1s expected that as soon as the
Spanish-Amerlcan peace conference at
‘P‘arls has concluded its labore the czar
wlill name the day for the disarma-
| ment congress.

i THE INDIAN TROURLE.

! A8
{ diMculty with the Indlans in Minne-
' gota have considerably exaggerated the

| aftair. Somebody In the early morning
{hours wired to all parts of the country
that one hundred veterans of the
| United 8tates army and thre newspaper
| correspondents had been massacred by
the savages. “Where the report origi-
nated and how It found !is way from
the scene of disaster to the nearest
telegraph office, no one s#eemed to
know. A later report to the Minnesota
Timeg reduced the number of Kiiled
to four, not ineluding the reptresenta-
tlves of the preas, and it i1s to be hoped
that this estimation of the casualtles is
nearer correct than the first one. It
| certainly scems  Incredible that 200
redskins should be able to anmnlhilate
a force of 100 United States soldiers
and three vallant newspaper oorres-

{ pondents.

From all accounts the: trouble with

be |

the Indians on the other side of L.eech
l.ake is one of long standing. The In-
dians elalm that the laws enaected for
the regulation of affairs an the reser-
vation are cumbersime and expensive
and that they operate agatnst them.
They claim that when summoned as
wlitnesses they are left to find their
way back to thelr homes as best they
can, proper mileage not belng pald
them. The officials clalm that this is
"not 80, and that stories of ill-treatment
are belng circulated for the purpose of
gtirring up the savages to war. The
controversy Seems 10 have reached a
phase In which bloodshed is inavoida-
ble. whoever 18 responslble for |t. The
probablility is that there is more cause
for dissatisfaction among the Indians
than thelr whlte friends are willing to
admit, and the mllitary measures nec-
essary for theé protection of life and
property should be followed by ap in-
vestigation into the cause of the dis-
turbance with a view to preventing a
repetition, by dolng justlce to all par-
ties concerned—even 1o the Indians.

COLLECTIONS IN BCHOOQLS,

The beard of education. last night re-
fused to permit the schools to he used
as a collectlon agency. For years it
has been besieged for assistance by
persons and associations engaged in

promcoting projects and enterprises of
a public and semi-public character; and
for years it hedd rigidly to the rule that
the schoolg could not he s0 used, no mat-
ter how meritorious the object in view.
10nce, and only once, did it recede from
|this well eatablished positlon. That was
during the last school year, when It was
addressed by the Washington Memorlal
assoclation, earnestly solicitlng aid in
the raising of funds for the erection of
an institutlorr of learning that should
bear the name and perpcetuate the
mamory of the firat Presldent of the

United States. Thls request was backed
by the strong and persistent appeals of
local commlitiees, who were actuated
only by the highest and most patriotie
motives. To these the board of educa-
tion vielded, and suspended the rule so
long adhered to.

The 'theme was a popular one, and
| furnished teachers with material for
pretiy pictureg of pa'triotism. The old
story of Washington was told over and
ovar agaln In many different ways, and
was made one of Interest and instruc-
tion to the children,

But 'the undertaking had another
phase. The amounts collected were
gmall, yet in numerous inatances the
collection, acordlng to authentic reports,
worked hardship and Thumlliatfon.
Puplis sometlmes came to thelr teachers,
bui more frequently to their parenis,
with tears In thelr eyes. The cause was
ptain. Under sgtress of hard times, not

usually, the first rumors of the every chlld was able to contribute even

| the small sums solicited. This made
{ those lessg favored hy fortune the un-
fortumate object during recess and noon
hours, of the thoughtless gibes of chll-
dren whose parentis were in better cir-
cumstances, The consequence was that
youthful pride was hurt and youth-
(ful frlepdships sundered, Some members
of the board took cognizance of these
resulis, and determined there should be
no repetition of them. Recently, how-
 ever, the board was again appealed to;
this time by the commlssloner general
!of the Paris Exposition, who asked that
la day be deslgmated for the collection
of contributions. not to exceed {en cemts
per pupll, for the erection of & monu-
ment La Favette, to be unvelled In the
French capital in 1800,

The appeal I8 almost as strong in
this instance as it was In the case of
Washington, and Ilke that is based
entirely on patriotic grounds. In short
the monument is to be a teStimbnlal



