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I am greatly pleazed at having
the opportunity of meeting with the
Latter-day Saints in this place, and
I trust that car meeting will be pro-
fliable to all, It is a most excellent
thing to oome together as we have
done to-day and as we shall do to-
morrow, and have an interchange of
views and partaks of that spirit
which is ageessible to =1l of ug—that
is, to a)l those who have placed
themeelves in a vposition to recelve
it by keeping the commandments of
God

We have had from Brother Ly-
man much good iustruetion, and if it
is remembered and ¢arried out prac-
tically in oar lives it wlil ba of great
yprofit tous. Thereis one thing that
soggeated 1tsel{ to me in listening {o
his oloslng remarks, and thai is,
that if there zre any strangers here
—I suppose there may bz; 1 am not
s0 well acguainted with your people
ge I might be—they will imagine
that we are dwelling considerably on
this fdea of listening to the counseis
of the Priasthood. If there is any-
thing more objectionable than an-
other in the eyea of thoee who are
oppoeed to this work called ¢*Mor.
monism,” It is that feature of it. I
do not think there is any feature
that {3 o much dialiked and 0 mach
found fault with a3 that peculiar
feature of our religion which re-
quires us to listen %0 Lhe counsels of
the Priesthood. In this reapact we
differ from every other people upon
the face of the earth, It may be said
that ths Cathollea take the same
view that wedoabont lJistening to the
Priesthood. Bat then the Catholics
are pot gathored together s we are,
and are not combined 83 we are, and
are not, therefore, In the opinion of
those who are oppoied to nse, so
mucn 2 menace {o others n3 we are
because of that feature of their re-
ligion, Nevertheless, though this
doctrine Is so distasteful, we have to

reach it. It ia the burden of the
ord upon us, and it would be woe
to us uniesa we did preach thia very

the framing of our firat provisional
form of government, in the enact-
raent of our laws, in the bullding ot
our settlements, and in the polity
that has dietingoished this people
from their first settlement until
now, the wisdom of God manifested
through the Priesthood which He
bus restored to the earth, has been
plainly discernable. Thoogh there
are clvil matters, ita Influence,
throngh the knowledge and power
which it possessed, has been most
benefieent. I think that if thereis
any people Upon the face of the
earth who sbould listen to the
Priesthcod and to the counsel of

God’s servants, it 18 the Latter-day
Baints} and X think if there are any
men upon the face of the earth that
can claim loyalty from the people
and alleziance to the Priesthood, it
is the nien who have borne it and
who have exercised its authority
from the time we setiled these vai-
leys until now, I think they can do
g0 with the best possible grace, for
the best of possible reasons; for when-

rich In that gloricns feellng that
God gives. Yoo may;strip them, as
T have seen them stripped, of earth-
1y pozsesaione, and tarned looseln a
wlilderness without a place of secnri-
ty and not knowing where they
would find a resting place, and Yet

Now, it s ounr duty to hono § our
God, and in honoring God we do
not show dishonor to others. Be-
cause [ feel in my heart to honot the
Priesthcod that God has restored
to the earth, I do not therefore mean
nordo I feel any sentiment of dis-

they were as happy a people as I
ever eaw in my lfe. Destitute of
many thinge that men and women
consglder essential to earthly com
fort, yel they had that which is
above price,and which riches cannot
bestow, namely, the peace of
heaven, the peace of God
resting down opon them. And
they have been a rich people from
that day to the present. If they
have not glad hearts and cheerfn!
countenances it ja their owa fault.
But this ja one of their character-
istics. They do have giad hearts
and cheerful conntenances, Where-
ever you goyou kee them. They
may not have rich surroondings, an
abundance of this world’s goods,
elezant houses, nor elegant furni-
ture for their honses; bat when they

ever their counee! has been listened
to it has always been attended with
unquestioned soecess,andwhen it has
been disobeyed it has always been
followed by disaster. The Lattet-
day Sainta are the witnesses of this
themselves. We can appeal to
them with the utmost confidence
upon this point, becanse they know,
they have had experience, they
have fested these things for them.
selves, and they know that these are
not idle ptatements, they know they
are trae and well fonnded, and that
God has, In His mercy and kind-
ness, confirmed the Jabors of His
gervants and the counsels they have
given by bestowing prosperity and
blessing upon all thoze who have ac-
cepted their counsels and have car-
ried them out in the apirit in which
they have been ziven. The Latter-
day Baints themselves are Nving
witnesses to this.

Brigham Younz and the Twelve
Apostles over whom he presided
when they left Naavoo and came
across to Iowa and followed the In-
dian trails to the Missoari River and
bailt Winter Quarters, and then to

the spring of 1847 traversed the
plaing, the gumtrodden—that 1s, in
them they were—wilds, of which
they Enew nothing—people who fol-
lowed himm and them to Ealt Lake
Valley and Iaid the foundation of

doctrine, with all our zeal and all
oar piwer. I ocan readily under-
stand why this doctrino is so much
dislized, and why men find so much
fauls with it; becanse if that pecu-
liarity were to disappear from
among ua, and wo ceaded fo listen
to the volce of God,. 85 we believe it
to ba manifested through those
whom He has chosen to be Hisser-
vants, this great latter-day work
would smount to nothing in the
earth; it wounld soon melt away and
be like the seotarian syestems from
whence theve Latter-day Baints
have been gathered out,

God had s purpose in revaaling the
Gospel in thase days and in restor-
ing the everlasting Priesthood, and
that;was, to “prepare the earth for
the coming of the Lord Jesus

rist. It ia an important work, to
anare the earth and the inhkabit-
ants thereof for the coming of the
Lord Jesus Uhrist. Now, I think
that every one who ever believed in
Him or that ever believed in God
will admit that when Jezus comes
everybody will listen t3 Him and
will do as He requires; for if iz writ.
ten that cvery knee shall bow sand
every tongue shall confess that He
is the Locd. He will be aocepted as
the King aof kings and Lord of fords,
and the mler over the whole earth;
and it is the constant prayer of those
who are most devoted upon the sab-
ject of religion that the Lord Jesus
may come and relgnm king over the
whola earth as He does in Lheaven;
and, of courss, if He dees that it

Bali Lake Oity, they have been the
people who have beeu the most
blezsed of God and mozt prospered;
they bave prospered in their reli-
gion, they have prospered in tempo-
ral things, and they have been
bleszed with peace all the day long;
while ihe men who disobeyed that
counsel and coneluded that they had
had enough of this work and of fel.
lowing the counsels of the leading
men of fhls Church, have had sor-
row, and difficulty and have not
prospered. God confirmed the lead-
erabip of these men by bestowing
Hia blessing upon them and upon
those who followed their comnsels.
He delivered them from perils, He
delivered them from Indians, He
delivered them from famine, He de-
livered them from peatilencs, and
proaperity attendad their Iabors, and
every settlement that has been
formed in these mountaing from the
day Balt Lake Valley was reached
has been attended with pimilar pros-
perity. The men who have gone
forward and liatened to the ¢ounsels
of God’aservants have been the men
who hava been blessed; they have
been the men who have had infla.
ence,while the men who have taken
a different course are the men who
have not. Where ia there any apos-
tates from this work that have in-
fluence in the earth? A fow have
bad temporal prosperity. Bat is
that all prosperity consists of? Is
that all snccess consists of? To have
& littls of this world®s goode,—and

will be expected ihat He will sway
a seepire that will not be disputed
and wiil exercize a dominion that
will not be gueationed.

Now, the first announcement that
was made copcerning thia work af
out God In these last days was, that
the objsct in 1ta restoratfon was for
the purpese of prepsring the way for
the coming of the Bon of Man, That
wuas the aanouncement that was
mede, And when the Prissthood
was reatored it was told o those to
whom it wes restored that it shounld
not be taken awsy fronl the earth
again until the sone of Levi shonld
oifer an acceptable sacrifice unto the

fhere are very few of them that
even have that, There 1s something
else. There ia the blessing of God;
there i3 the peace of heaven; there
ia the joy of the Holy Ghost; there
arethe gifta and blessings that at-
tend the faithful servants sand
handmsidens of Jesus Christ, in ad-
dition to temporal prosperity, be-
fore which temporal prosperity fades,
I am &peaking now of momney and
that which perishes with money,
I have zeen the richest people living
in the lowliest homes. Why?* Be-
canse they were rich in thelr fecl-
ings, I have geen the richest men
who were poorer than the poorest of
earth’s sons. Why? Becasure they

T.ord; and they were alzo asrared

did not have that rich feeling. Such

that 1t naver wonld bo taken away |a fesling does not belong to riches
from the earth again,but that 1t and earthly prosperity. It comes
should continns uatil it accomplish- | from ¢he blessing of (God. In this
od all that God designed for it, In'respect the Latter.day Balnts may

The men who followed President|

have this apirit they sre happy and
they are full of peace and joy.

honor towards anybody else, It doen
not make me any the less a loyal
citizen or a true man because I do
this; not In the least. On the con-
trary, I ata a better citizen for this,
because I am more peacefal, I am
more easlly conirolled, I matain
good order, or endeavor to do so. The
inflaence, therufore, of the Priest-
hood upon me, as upon all the rest
of the community,has not the effect
to make us disloyal to our trast, nor
to mrke s any woree citizens of the
govervment of which we form =
part, On the coatrary, thereis no
more loyal men to be found within
the conflnes of the Republic than
are to be fonnd in this Territory; no
men more true to the Coostitation,
or who love it with more devotion,
or who are willing to make greater
sacrifices for it, than are to be found
in this Territory, nnd I think Iam

Those who have listened to the | in a position to spesk understznd-
Connsels of (Fod’s eervants have had | ingly,

this blessing. Bat, s8s [ have said,

I eay there are no people who will

& selflsh feeling that a certaiy
tlon of people may be blenesd e,
than other people. 1 do net Dell,
that Latter-day Baints ‘

sny euch feeling. Bat e?m:;
delight in this work, | &

sider everything connected wiih
future growth of the humsy i
is connected with the giowiy i
development of this people, Ihn"l
this {e saying a great deal, byf,,, '
erthelees it is true. Ang 8y
lives the day will come thntmﬁ|
tationa} government and the iy,
of man will have to be LI
by tho Latter-day St!ints,ammll
at a time when there wj)p,
other power upon this lang

be able to make heaﬂwuym‘m
the tide of evil that wij Hong 1}
country. And it wlllhsdumm
organization that we abuly,
stem it. God has givey Ty g
ganization that is I ngtifi,
our enemies freely admit. ¥y, .
& consolidated power. Auy,
anarchy refgne, as it will iy
coming, aud every man thi,
his eyes to see the evils thafgy
—if ha does not persistently n.
the trath-—must have 3 cuet gy
of it in his heart; when that s

there will be Do power umi

whote ia the apostate, the man that | do more to mafptain trze republican | continent that will be able i
has denied his Gnd, broken hia cove. | overnment than the people who [it except the organizition wie
nants, dissolved his connectien with | form the Church of Jesus Christ of [QGod has glven to us. Wels'
the Cnureh, turned his back upon | Latier-dsy Baints. I wounld shoulder { shown our capacity for . self gre
the people with whom he was form- | my gun to defend an Eplacopalian | ment ever since we came here by
erly aesociated, that ¢an Iay claim | egainst » mob,and I wonld do thelthe very fact that we had mp

to this? It may be gald that this is
all delusion; but if delusion brings
heppiness, then delnslon is a bless.
Ing. Andis it not better to know
aud feel as we do respecting s fu-
tute, fu feel that there is a future
before ua that is brightand glorious,
than it is to have our mind a blank
in regard to n futore, to be without
hope, looking as it were into & horl-
zon that 18 darkencd by the dentest
clouds which are impenstrable to
our gaza and beyond which we can-
not see? Certainly it js. Certalnly
itis better to have this hope that
God has given uws, We know

same to defend a Wethodiet, or =an
infidel. I would do as much to
maintain the rights of all men and
all women under thia formn of gov-
ernment az I would thore of my
own faith, T would consider my

did not have that feeling, and this
is the reeling, I am sure, of thlsen-
tire paople cailed Latter-day S8aints.
They hate oppression, they hate it
inevery form, and they will fight it
a8 long as it exlstsa wpon the face of
the earth, ontfl it Ja siricken down,
and until it ceases to exist. They
are bouond to do that. The princi-

that it is of God. But our enemies
say it ia a deluston; but if this delu-
sion brings peace and joy and hap-
piness and certainty, and all those
feelings that fill our soul with inex-
pressible delight, why, then we are
in a better condition than those who
are not thus delzded. But we know
that we are not deluded. We know
that when a wife is sealed to us by
the anthority of the holy Priesthood,
that that ordinance f& binding az
eternity if we are falthfol. We
know that when we have children
born t6 us in the everlasting cova-
nant and death takes them away,we
are comforted with the amssurance
that though they be oconsigned to
the sllent tomk, we shall yet have
them in oternity. Thus the stlng
of desth Is taken awszy, and the
grave hsg no victory. Death does
not fill ns with gloom and appre-
heugion snd doubt and uncertainty.
We know as fwell as we can know
anything of that character that
when time ends we ghall be united
with our children and dwell with
them eternally. 'We know also that
when o man burfes his wife, the
faithfol partner of his life, if she
were matried to him by the holy
Priesthood, he knows when he lays
her away in the grave that thatia
not an eternal geeparation, but
that they will again be united. And
80 with the wife when she /ays away
her faithfa! haeband, she knows as
well a8 she knows she Ijves that
they will be united, and that they
will dwell together throughout eter-
nity, iIf she continues faithfn! to the
truth,

It 13 the Priesthood that has
brought unto us these blessings.
There is not a thing connected with
our existence in these valleys that I
donot in niy feelinga give credit
for, under God, to the Priesthood.
Do we have peaca In our hearts? Do
we have order in our settlements?
Do weo have good order throughout
‘these mountains? Yes, we have,
and §t is due to those men whom
God has inspired to lead the people,
This good order is due to the Priest-
hood, We cannot give any credit
to anybody elee, however much we
might be inollned to da s0. We
have had Judges here; we have had
Governors here, eome of them men
of abiiity; but we cannot in honesty
and truth give them credit for any
of the blessings we enjoy. On the
contrary many of them have been
our woret enemies, and if they could
have had the power they wounld
have destroyed cur peace and intro-
duced strife and dirorder and confu-
gion and war snd bloodshed in cur
mafdst; and that these things do not
exiat s due to the Priesthood, and

ples of their religlon. compel them
to do it. To resist tyranuy in a gov-
ernor who may be eent here? Yes,
it he comes here and exercises un-
Just rule. And the same with a
Judge. Because a man is sent
here as s QGovernor or a Judge,
does that make him a Eing
or give him the authority to trample
apon the rights of hiz fellow citizena
orupon the Constitutlon, and the
laws of the Jand? Notby any means.
And are we disloyal becanse we re-
joct his claim to that suthorify, and
the claim of others who band them-
selves together and eay, **Oh, you
poor Mormons, you poor, miserable
wretches—yon have norights here?””
No, we are not. They may try to
nsurp this anthority, but they will
alwaya find us in their path mnder
the Constitution, and unnder the
laws; not by force of arms, not by
violence, not by lynch law, not by
mobocracy; but contending in the
right place and under the right cir.
cumatances for those lberties that
God has given to everY human
being and especially guaranteed to
us a8 free men who were born free
and who live under a fres form of
government. Moboeraoy, from the
bottom of our hearts, we hate every
form uf it, and every form of vio-

Jence. Where men take the law in

their own hands and seek to redreas
their own wrongs, it ia abominable,
and shonld be frowned Upon every-
where. Better for us to saffer any
number of wrongs than that we
should resort to violence. It would

not be right for us to do so, however
justour cause may be. We musl
maintain jaw and good order; and
we must frown down and put down
every form of mobocracy and lynch
law, =and this disposition to
sxecuie vengence ontside the pale of
the law. Itisjuat as wrong for us
to indalge in that epirit as it was for
the mobbers of Missonuri when they
drove ua from our tomes there, or
those in Illinels when they drove us
from thesre. We should learn a
lesson from these things; we should
profit by thia experienve and stand
up steadily and maintaln conatantly
the rights of man, no matter who
the man might be, He may be onr
enemy, he may be opposed to our

rinoiples; but that should make no

ifterence in our defermination to
execute jusiice and right.

Now, Jod has bleased ua wonder-
fully in thia land since he led us
heie. [ can res s grest 1mprove.
‘ment here In yonr place. In fact I
geo this in all the settiementa. God
ia blesaing this people. He la caus-
ing thern foincrease, and He is giv.
ing us a firmer foathold. I am glad
of it. I want to ree this work in-

to tho people alsp, who have listen.

ciease, Lscause [ love ity and becanse

self unworthy of my poaitlon it T-

ernment
we framed. We
form our OWD  governa
and wmake our own iaws |
bave had Governors who fn
fought our laws even when our Ly
islature hss enscted them yngy
mously. Bo that tbat whish g
have to-day in the s of good
government iz due fo oureives, un.
der God. It Is due In Beavek tn (o
Latter.day Bainte aoder Got. Uw
have maintalned order aud resiste:
anarchy in Salt Lake Cityit iz b
cause of this man [ President Task
and the man thac preceded him)
his office, controlling and pwly
the people all the day long; tok
under God, the credit is due b
may be a8 with reference bm
entire Territory, We have ilom
our capacity In Yhe midst of allle
obsiacles that have been theorn b
our way, and In thefew of aif the
attacks that havebn made opos
Us In various forms snbinm veious
quarters «— we have W Wi »
withetand these snd maiaidn rwl
government. That powet weal
retain. We are galning eupiow!
day by day. God is traininguh
this way. Wearte receivingsin:
ing such as no other peoplerex;
Men are being made atatesmen!
spite of themeelves. BSackmes
John R.Murdéck and others an.
him have been compelied o s
these things, So with othera.lvl
have had to acquire a knowiee |
praclical states manship that &
might preserve the ifberties |
this people. And God s glve
us the necesary wisdsm todoih
thank Him for it. Helss piven
this wisdom, and he will cui
to bless us in this way, AW

except,  that W

hai;

day will come when we willd
clge this authority in a faf
sphere than in this Jimited®
tory. The game wisdom to#!
maintained the organizationdl
pecpis, and that enables usto¥
stand atitacks that would swamp
other pecple will enable ua oM
a far more extended ephers.
‘We have had conspiracles i
our liberties from every guat
have had conspiracies of eve
celvable charactez; you cans
celve of anything ecarcelf il *
shape of conspiragy thal b ¥
been formed against us,%"’ &
live and are a fres peoplel®t.
pany respects thers aré n“;
people in these United Bl
we are. But our enemle WE|
deserve any credit for it. T
the credit is due, and He ﬂ“l;
believe, from all the Salni R
He has given the men Wi
has chesen the wisdom 10
and control this people, and tar
oat the path of eafety. AndlF
dict that we will be juat aspf%
ous in the foture as we hafe *
in the past, and more so. t
always prepare a way of st
His people. Even Hf e2hi* ~
shoulg beas dark s it wasl i
or fifteen montha ager 5,
it seemed as  th.ogD ']
whole heavend were cﬂw >
with the blackest oloods, Wlkl#—"
ray of light to break the- dﬂ; e
and when it seemed a3 thoug ot
whelming destraction vﬁ:dgrwm@
come u u—even |
clrcumspmugcaa God will prepste!

way of escape,He will ope? onbt .



