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I1 am greatly pleaseded at having
i the opportunity of meeting with the

latter day saints in this place and
I1 trust that oar meeting will be pro
Q tabletabla to allail it is a most excellent
thing to come together as wowe have
done todayto day and as wowe shall do to-
morrow and have an interchange of
views and partake of that spirit
which laIs accessible to all of us that
lais to all those who have placed
thernethemselveselves in a position to receive
it by keepingbeeping thothe commandments of
god

we have had from brother ly
man much good fustlustinstructionruction and itif it
laIs remembered and carried out prac-
tically in ouroar livesilves it will be of great
profit to us there is one thing that
suggested itself to me in listening to
his closing remarksremarks and that faglagis
that if there are any strangers here

I1 suppose there may bs 1I am not
so well acquainted with your people
su I1 might be they will imagine
that wowe are dwelling considerably on
this idea of listening to the counsels
of the priesthood itif there Is any
thing more objectionable than an-
other in the eyes otof thosethom who are
opposed to this wo-rkwork called monimormor-
monism it is that feature of it I1
do not think there lais any feature
that is so much disliked and iofo much
found fault with as that peculiar
feature of our religion which re-
quires usua to listen to0 the counsels of
the priesthood in thiathis respect we
differ from every other people upon
the face of the earth it may be said
that catholicsCatholic3 take the same
view that we do about listening to the
priesthood britbut then the catholics
are not gathered together arweas we are
andandaraaraarc not combined asaa we are and
are not therefore in the opinion of
thoss whovrho are opposed to us soBO

much a menace to others as we are
because of that feature orof their re-
ligion nevertheless though thisthi1s
doctrine laIs so didistasteful we have tto0
pretprelpreachaehach it it isia the burden of the
lordlird upon us andaua it would bobe woe
to usua unless we did preach thiathib very
doctrine with all our zeal and all
barour power I1 can readily under-
stand why thisthib doctrine isia soBO much
disliked and why men find so much
fault with it because if that becu
flarity were to disappear from
among ua and wowe ceased to listen
to the voice of god as we believe it
to ba manifested through those
whom helle has chosen to bobe hlahis ser-
vants thisthia great latter day work
would amount to nothing in the
earth it boull soon melt away and
beba like the sectarian systems from
whence these latter day saints
have been gathered out

god had a purpose in revealing thotha
gospel in thosethebe days and in restor-
ing thothe everlasting priesthood and

1to0o prepare thothe earth for
thethathe coming of the lord jesuajesus
christchrist it Is an imPOrtimportantantaut work to
prepare thothe earth and the inhabit-
ants thereof for the coming of thetho
lordizord jesusjeans christ now I1 think
that every onaone who ever believed in
him or that ever believed in god
will admit thatthit when cezus comes
everybody will listen ta him and
will do as hohd requires for it laIs writ
ten that every knee shall bow and
every tongue shall confess that he
is the lordnord he will be accepted ai
the king of kings and lord of lords
and the ruler over the whole earth
and itisit is the constant prayerprayecofcorof those
who are mostmoat devoted upon the sub-
ject of nelinalireligiongionglon that the lord jesus
maynay come and reign king over the
whole earth as he does in heaven

edgjl and of course if he domdocs that it
will be expected that he will sway
a that will not bobe disputed

i angwilland will exercise a dominion that
will not be questioned

now the first announcement that
was made concerning this work ot
our god in these last days was that
the object in its restoration was for
thothe purpose otof preparing the way for
the coming of the son of man ththatat
was thothe announcement that was
made and when the priesthood
was restored it waa told to thosetham to
whom it was restored thatthab it should
not bo taken away from the earth
again until the sons of levi should
otterotier an acceptable sacrifice unto thothe

p lord and they were ralso assured
that it novernever would ba taken away
from the earthcarth again but that it
should continue until it accomplish-
ed all that god designed for it inlit

the organization of this peoplepeoples in
the settlement of these valleys in
the framing of kurfirstour first provisional
formoeform of governgovernmentmentinin the enact-
ment of our laws in the building of
our settlements and in the polity
that has distinguished this people
from their firstbrat settlement until
now the wisdom of god manifested
through the priesthood which he
haghas restored to the earth has been
plainly though these
are civil matters its influencesinfluence
through the knowledge and power
which it possessed has been most
beneficent I1 think that if there is
any people upon the face of the
earth who should listen to the
priesthood and to the counsel of
godgodsgodaa servants it Is the latter day
saints and I1 think if there are any
men uponthethetho face of the earth that
can claim loyalty from the people
and allegiance to the priesthood it
is the men who have borne it and
who have exercised itsita authority
from the timeiniet we settled these val-
leys until now I1 think they can do
so with the best possible grace for
the beatbest of possible reasons for when-
ever their counsel has been listened
to it has always been attended with
unquestioned successsand when I1itt has
been dledisobeyedobeyed it has alwayn been
followed by disaster the latter
day faints areate the witnesses of this
themselves we eancan appeal to
them with the utmost confidence
upon this point because they know
they have hadbad experience they
have tested thebethese things for them-
selves and they know that these areaye
not idle statements they know they
are true acdwellanaand wellweli founded and that
god haghas in his mercy and kind-
ness confirmed the labors of his
servants and the counsels they have
given by bestowing prosperity and
blessing upon all those who have ac-
cepted their counsels and have car-
ried them out in the spirit in which
they havohave been given the latter
day saints themselves are living
witnesses to this

thothe men who followed president
brigham young and thothe twelve
apostlesApost iesiea over whom hohe presided
when they left nauvoo and came
across to iowa and followed the in-
dian trails to the missouri riverriven and
built winter quarters and then to
the spring of 1817 traversed the
plains thetho gun trodden that Isigl in
them they were wilds of which
they know nothing people who fol-
lowedloweda him and them to baitsait lake
valley and laid the foundation of
salt lake city they have been the
people who have been the most
blessed of god and mostmoat prospered
they have prospered in their reli-
gion they have prospered in tempo-
ral thingsA and they have been
blessed with peace all hethe day long
while the men who disobeyed that
counsel and concluded that they had
had enough of this work and of fol
lowing the counsels of thothe leading
men of this church have had sor-
row and difficulty and have not
prospered god confirmed the lead-
ership of these men by bestowing
hishig blessing upon them and upon
those who followed thetheirir counsels
hohe delivered them from perils he
delivered them from indianaindians he
delivered them from famine he de-
livered them from pestilence and
prosperity attended their labors and
every settlement that hashaa been
formed in these mountains from the
day salt lake valley was reached
has been attended with similar pros

the men who have gone
forward and listened to the counsels
of godsgodge servants have been the men
who hava been blessed they have
been the men who have had inala
ence while the men who have taken
a different course are the men who
have not where is there any apos-
tates from this work that have in-
fluence in the earth A few have
had temporal prosperity but Is
that all prosperity consists of Is
that all success consists of to have
a little of this worlds goodsgoodgoldsandsandand
there are very few ot them that
even havohave that there Is something
else there is tho blessing of god
there ia13 the peace of heaven there
is theroythe joy olof the holyly ghost thereare the gifts and b es aings that at-
tend the faithful servants and
handmaidenshandmaidens of jesus christ in ad-
dition to temporal prosperity be-
fore whichtemporal prosperity fades
I1 am speaking now of money and
that which perishes with money
I1 have seen the richest people alvinliving9in the lowliest homes Why 33
cause they were rich in their fellfeelfeel-
ings

1

I1 have seen the richest men
who were poorer than the poorest of
earths sons why because they
did not have that rich feeling such
a foolingroeling does not belong to riches
and earthly prosperity it comes
fffromOM thothe blessing of god in this
respect the latter day saints may

be saidbald to be the richest people on
the face of the earth they are
rich in that glorious feeling that
god gives you maystrmaystriwmay striplp them as
I1 have seen them stripped of earth-
lyly possessions and turned loose in a
wilderness without a place of securi-
ty and not knowing where they
would find a resting place and yet
they were aa happy a people as I1
ever saw in my life destitute of
many things that men and women
consider essential to earthly comcorm
fort yet they had that which is
above prIce and which riches cannot
bestow namely the peace orof
heaven the peace of god
resting down upon them andthey have been a rich people from
that day to the present if they
have not glad hearts and cheerful
countenances it Is their own fault
but this iq one of their character-
istics they do have glad hearts
and cheerful countenance a

you go you see them they
may not have rich surroundings an
abundance of this worlds goods
elegant houses nor elegant furni-
ture for their houses but when they
have this spirit they are happy and
they are fullfuli of peace and joy

those who have listened to the
counsels of godyagodla berperservantsta have hadbad
this blessing but as I1 have saidbaid
whorewhere I1ia the apapostateslate the man that
has denied his god broken highii cove-
nant dissolved his connection with
the turned hishia back upon
the people with whom he was form-
erly associated that can layjay claim
to thia it mymay be said that this Isia
all delusion but itif deludelusion brings
happiness then delusion is a bless-
ing and Is it not better to know
andaud feel as we do respecting a fu-
ture tuto feel that there is a future
before usns that is bright tandand glorgiorgloriousfousloas
than it is to have our mind a blank
in regard to a future to be without
hope looking as it were into a hori-
zon that is darkened by the dearest
clouds which are impenetrable to
our gazegaza and beyond which we can-
not beesee certainly it is certainly
it laIs better to have this hope that
god hashaa given us we know
that it is of god butbat our enemies
saybay it la a delusion but if this delu
blonglon brings peace and joy and hap-
piness and certainty and all those
feelings that fill our soul with inex-
pressiblepresa blebie dellabdeideJehrghrta why then we are
in a bettorbetter condition than those who
are not thus deluded but we knoww
that we are not deluded we know
that when a wirewife lais to us by
the authority of0 the holy priesthood
that that ordinance is binding as
eternity if we are falthfaithfaithfulfulfui we
know that when we have children
bornbom to us in the everlasting cove-
nant and death takes them away we
are comforted with the assurance
that though they be consigned to
the silent tomb wowe shall yet have
them in eternity thus the sting
of death Is taken away and the
grave has no victory death does
not fill us with gloom and upappre-
hension and doubt and uncertainty
we know as wellweli as we can know
anything of that character that
when time ends we shall be united
with our ehchildrenildrenlidren and dwell with
them eternally we know alsoaiso that
when a man buries his wife the
faithful partner of his life if she
were married to him by theth holy
priesthood he knows when he lays
her away in the grave that that isia
not an eternal separation but
that they will again be united and
so with the wife when shebhe laysjays away
her faithful husband she knows as
well as she knows she lives that
they will be united and that they
will dwell together throughout eter-
nity if she continues faithful to the
truth

it Is13 the priesthood that has
brought unto usns thebathese blessings
there isia not a thing connected with
our existence in these valleys that I1
do not I1ina my feellfeelingsnga give credit
for under god to the priesthoodprsesttesthood
do we have peace in our hearts do
we have order in our settlements
do we have good order throughout
these mountains yes we havesbaves
and it is due to those men whom
god has inspired to lead the people
this good order Is due to the priest-
hood we cannot give any credit
to anybody else however much we
might be inclined to do soBO we
have had judges here we have hadhdgovernors here bomesome of them men
of ability but we cannot in honesty
and truth give them credit for anyany
of the blessings we enjoy on tthehe
contrary many of them have been
our worst enemies and if they could
have hadbad the power they would
have destroyed our peace and intro-
duced strife and disorder and bonfaconfu-
sion and vwarar and bloodshed in ouroun
midmidstot and that these things do not
existexist is due to the priesthood and
to thathe peopleleopla also who have listen

ed to their counsels and been guided
by them

now it la13 our duty to hono louzlour1 ouroar
god and in honoring god we do
not show dishonor to others be-
cause I1 feel in my heart to honor the
priesthood that god has restored
to the earth I1 do not therefore jmean
nor do I1 feel any sentiment of dis-
honor towards anybody else it does
not make me any the leabless a loyal
citizen or a true man bebecausecrAuse I1 do
this not in the least on the con
trany I1 amata a better citizen for this
because I1 am more peaceful I1 am
more easily controlled I1 maintain
good order or endeavor to do soBO the
influence thertheramoreafore of the priest-
hood upon me as upon all the rest
of the communityhas not the effect
to make us disloyal to our trust nor
to us any worse citizens of the
government of which we form a
part on the contrary there Is no
more loyal men to be found within
the confines of the republic than
are to be found in this territory no
men more true to the constitution
or who love it with more devotion
or who arearo willing to make greater

for it than are to be found
in this territory and I1 think I1 am
in a position to speak understand
angly

I1 eaysay there are no people who willwil
do more to maintain true republican
governmentcovernRovern ment than the people who
form the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints I1 would shoulder
my gun to defend an episcopalian
against aamobmob and I1 would doD thebe
bamebime to defend a methodist 0orir isann
infidel I1 would do asaa much to
maintainmin tain the rights of all men andandu
all women under thitthis form of gagov

as I1 would those of mmy
own faith I1 would consider my
self unworthy of my position if I1
did not have that feeling and this
lais the feelingfeelings I11 am sure of this en-
tire people called latter day saints
they hate oppressionoppressfonsions they hatebate it
in every form and they will Bfightht it
as long as it exists upon the face of
the earth until it is stricken down
and until it ceases to exist they
arare bound to do that the princi-
plespis of their religion compel them
to do it to resist tyranny in a gov-
ernor who may be bentsent here yes
if becomeshe comes here and exercises un
fustfuat ruleruie and the same with a
judge because a man isia sentbent
here asaa a governor or a judge
does that make him a kinking9
or give him the authority to tratramplep e
upon the rights of hishib fellow citizens
or upon the constitutionconstitutions and the
laws of the laniain d not by any means
and are we disloyal because we re
eject hishib claim to that authority and
the claim of others who band them
selves together and saybay oh you
poor mormonscormonsMor mons you poor miserable
wretches you have no nightsrightsrights hereshereherey
no we are not they may try to
usurp this authority but they will
always find us in their path under
the constitution and under the
laws not by force of arms not by
violence not by lynch law not by

but contending in the
right place and under the right cir-
cumstancescumcurn stances for those liberties that
god has given to every human
being and especially guaranteed to
us as free men who were bom free
and who live under a freafreb form of
ggovernment0vernment from itthehe
bottom of our hearts we hate every
form otof it and every form of vio-
lence where men take the law in
their own hands and seekbeekks to redress
their own wrongs it isia abominable
and should be frowned upon every-
where better for us to cufrsufferer any
number of wrongs than that we
should resort to violence it would
not be rightt for us to do so however
lastourlust our cause may be we must
maintain law and good order and
we must frown down and put down
every form of and lynch
lawlaws and this disposition to
execute vengence outside the pale of
the law it is just as wrong for US

to indulge in that spirit as it was for
the robbers of missouri when they
drove us from our horneshomes there or
those in illinois when they drove us
from these we should learn a
lesson from these things we should
profit by this experienceexper ienco and stand
up steadily and maintain constantly
the rights of man no matter who
the man might be he may be our
enemy he may be opposed to our
principles buibuu that should makomake no
difference in our determination to
execute justice and right

now god has blessed us wondawonder-
fully

r
in this land since he lediad us

here jI1 can seeseeaseema grentgreat improve
ment hereinhere in your place in tactfact I1
seebea this in all the settlements god
is blessing this people he is caus-
ing them to increase and he Isia giv-
ing usna a firmer foatholdfoothold I1 am glad
of it I1 want to eeesee this work in
cleasetease becausebecausalI1 lovekove it auldand becatbecauseisetse

I1oaniovelove everything
ighta selfish feeling that a certain 5

tion of people may be bleepedblesbiespededS
than other pepeopleopleopie I1 do not belinhellnbeli
that latter day saints entusentys
any such feeling but I1ia abdelight lain thisthia work I1 ftelderaider everything connected alt
future growth of the
laIs connected with the glowthdevelopment of thibthis people IK14
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this laIs bayingsaying a great deal buttbath
erthelesselees it Is true and ailuillives the day will come that CM
tut ional government and the ejkeik
of man will have to be matetby thothe latter day balatSalat
at a time when there willvin 4
othotherer power upon this land tintig TZ

t
be able to make headway n
the tide of evil that wihWID

councountrytry and it will 1 outdulorganization that we seubeu utie tostem it god bashas 1u
that is magnified1 1
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our enemies freely admit 1
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a consolidated power Aanalobaubaanarchy reigns as it will ddticoming and every man tathi
his eyes tobeeto seasee the evils tgt i

if hebe does not persistent
the truth must have a memmeatt
of it in his heart when teatelf emeeue
there wiliwill be no power u P0 tj
continent that wiilwill be ableabieabletai
it except the organ Uon T

has given to us wee
our capacity for beiseiselfoqin

mentjaent evereve fiance we came herbha
the very fact that we hadbadhadnotmr
eminent except that 1 ituwe framed we b
ftormformorm our own govegovenia
and makemako our own lalawsWS I1
have had governorsGovermors who iutluu
fought our laws even whenwhan
isiaislaturo hushab enacted themtham anulsobo that thatibst Wwhichbfohfob vtfehave ttodayto day in of good
government Is due to ommoum a
dermod it
latter day saints under goigotgo I1 ittltvit vi
have maintained order audand restate

anarchy in salt lake city itiab la ixbe

cause of this man
and the man that pieceprecededpiecedelcededdeddei hinnhimi

his office controlling and ggisy
the peole ca the day long to ba
under god the credit ia dubdab Ts
may bobe bildsill wf th renerreferenceence to fataft

entire TerrIterritorytoratoia weve have invlon
our capacity in the midst otini W

obstacles that have been abrom is

our way and in the wegics of all the

attacks that have iheniken ale unaa
us in various forms
quarters we have brbRa
withstand these and ma

government that I1retain weWB are gaining ex
day by day god is i
this warway we are receiving aubia
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ing such as no other people reedytt
I1

men are being made statesmenstateEmen
I1

spite of thernethemselveselves
john BM and others aroearom

him have been compelled todento ienlen

these things so with othersotherampr

have had to acquire a knowlknoy ibiert
practical statesmanship that

might preserve the i

this people and gad giri
us the necessary wildiato drift

thank him for it besuhelu vitti 1

this wisdom and he will COMB

to bless us in this way griari
day willwin come when we will
ciselbeethlaethiathisthia authority in a isfatfai16

sphere than in thisthia limited jta
tory the same wisdom abW
maintained the organizational
people and that enables us toj

I1 stand attacks that would
other people will enable usua tottie
a far more extended spheressphere I1we have had conspiracies ap

our liberties from every qua T

have had conspiracies otof eva

ceioelceivallevablevabie character you ccamicicaignlin P

anything scarcebearer
shape of conspiracy thaithalthalya
been formed against us mud

live and are a free peoplepeopled
many respects there aarekareare
people lain these united I1sesres

tb

we are but our eleni
deserve anyauy credit for ititiclisiJ
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the credit Is due and hehetiheesheis
believe from all the salia 1t
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he has given the men w19
01

has chosen the wisdom totaytad10
and control this people andandiotop
out the path of safety anoADO 0

diet that we will be just as R
ous in the future as we fl
in the past and more soeo JBGA P
always prepare a way of bacsewaP 11

his people even if et
should bebansbensas dark as it vilswilswaswaeloteetoted

sheshamonthsor fifteen 0
it seemed as thuahr gh I1

whole heavens wera cosecoveeoseop

with tho blackest cloudycloude ithath V

ray of light to break the dadamdagoveova0
and when it seemed asaa thoughthongi
whelmingwhelminewh elming destradestruction was aabchijI1

taniunderus evencome upon 1

cIrcumcircumstancesacebaces god will preprep

wayvay of will open 02oat


