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THE RELIEF SOCIETY JUBILEE

A large audience chiefly ladies
gathered march at 10 atai
the tabernacle to celebrate the or-
ganization of the reliefbelief society fifty
yea pagoago on march 17 1842

onoa the stand were joseph PF smith
of the first presidency apostles john
henry smith tandand abraham H can
non president angus M cannon drjames E talmagetalmae and the following
officers of the reliefbelief society preal
dent zinnzina D H young Councounselorscounsellselorsjane 8 richardsBic hards and bathshebaBatha heba W
smith sarah M kimball secretary
dr romania B pratt assistant sec-
retary M isabella hornehome treasurer
andbd zina Y W card and Eremelineneline B
wells cor secretary

the exercisesexercise were opened with the
choir singing

00 my father thouthon that dwell eatest
prayer was offered by president

angus mi cannon
the choir and congregation joined

in singing
how firm a foundation
yete saints of the lord

PRESIDENT ZINA D H YOUNG

delivered a brief but eloquent address
pin which she welcomed the audience

ah able great occasion this tois a day
ahehe said when the daughters of zion

their hand of fellowship to all
who are engaged in the great work of
wea belief society all over the world
the object of this society is to do good

bv extending a helping hand
every direction the speaker

expressed a wish that god
mightblight bless all her in their
labors for the poor and suffering audand
hat theabe work might continue to grow

in importance but while attending
to0 the duty of looking after the poor it

AS also necessary to attend to the
duties at home and feel thatchat these du
usehies are pleasures as well as ddutiesu ties
ithethe children should be brought up
toin the fear of god and be taught to
kray and not be neglected the
speaker would plead with her sisters
to40 take good care of their homes also
0osupport toethe womanscomans exponent and
w do good in every respect notwith-
standing the fact that our work Isin notdot
alwaalways encouraging may we
itilful inn our work thisthia tois a grand
40occasioncasion

ZINA y w CARD
read the revelation given to emma
smith as found in doctrine and cove-
nants

APOSTLE ABRAHAM H CANNON
addressed the audience hedelthe felt it a
ggreatreat honorboner he said to meet with so
worthy an assembly as the representa-
tives of the relief society it mustfill the hearts of the saints with joy to
think of the glorious work the sisters
have done we cannot conceive of
howbow great a help they have been to the
church although we know of many
houses to which they have garriedcarried
comfort and brought relief in sickness
and affliction god has been with
them in their work many miraculouscures have been affected through theirprayers and this has strengthened the
testimony of many But the work in fu
ture will beaven weatergreater than that in the
past thereinthere is an opportunity for our
sisters to exercise their talents among
the people charity it is said tois mis
applied if bestowed on idlers not only

but also young women
should be put in a position to use theirbrains and their hands the speaker
related what he had seen in other parts
of the world where young ladies in
schools are instructed in all things per-
tainingtaini to the of women
among us some young people think ita disgrace to work they forget their
future duties asae wives and mothers
and are therefore but poorly prepared
for those duties when called upon to
perform them it is necessary thatthey should be prepared andaad not cause
disunion in the families as is apt to
follow itif young men after marriaga
discover that their companions are une
fit to take care of their homeshomes here
is a field for the reliefbelief societiesgod is with the sisters and
the speaker hoped they mightever enjoy his blessing

AN historical SKETCH
of the first organization of the li 0 Sreliefbelief society prepared by sarah M
kimball secretary was read by elderjaes I1E talmage the following isa full account of the first meeting

by invitation of the president of the
church a number of sisters convened
in the masonic lodge room on the

of march 1842 president joseph
smith elder john taylor and wil
lard richards were present

president smith stated that the
meeting was called for the purpose of
making moremere complete the
sidn of the church by organizing the
women in the order of the priesthood

john taylor was called to the chair
and willard richards acted as secre-tary after singing and prayer a

vote was taken to know if all were
satiesatisfiedfied with the sisters present and
willing to acknowledge them toio good
fellowship0 fp and admit them to all the
prprivilegesillges of the institution about to be
organized all being satisfied the
names ofdf those present were taken as
follows
emma smith elizabeth jones
martha knight leonora taylor
EielvirahElviraA colescolea eliza RH banow
sarah M cleveland sophia packard
phebe ann hawkes bathsheba W smithmargaret A cook sophia robinson
Deedesdemonademona fulmer philinda herrick
elizabeth ann Whitney Phebe hi wheeler
sarah M kimball sophia R marks

president smith then explained
some of the duties that would devolveon members of the society said they
could provoke the brethren to good
works look after the needs of the poor
and perform charitable acts conion
must assist in correcting the morals
and strengthening the virtues of the
community soldsaid it is now in order
for the sisters to elect a president to
preside over the society and lotlet her
choose two counselors to assistanoint in the
duties of her office he would ordain
them and letlei them preside just asan thepresidency preside over the churchand itif they needed hisbia instruction they
could ask and they would be pleased to
give it from time to time let thepresidency serve as a constitution and
their decisions become precedentsprecedeato foryyouU to act upon

if officers are wanted to carry out
thesethem design of the institution lotlet
them bba appointed and set apart as
teachers deacons etoetc are among us

elizabeth 1 A whitney moved and
cophlia packard seconded the motion
that emma smith be elected president
of the society the vote was put by thechai nian and pronouncedpronoun eed unanimousthe president elect made choice of
sarah M cleveland and elizabethann whitney as her counselors
eliza R snow was appointed secre-
tary phebe M Wwheelerheeler assistant sicsec-
retary and elvira A coles treasurerpresident joseph smith read hefhe
revelation to emma smith from thebook of doctrine and covenants and
stated that she was ordained at the
time the revelation was given to ex-
pound the scriptures to teach etc

he then read scripturesto show thatan elect lady is one elected to presideby requestrequefit of president joseph smithssmithapostle john taylor ordained sarah
M clevelandlevelandCl and elizabeth ann
whitney to be coubscounselorselors to and mistassistpresident emma smith in the duties


