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the general belief in many circles, and
among ple who, on other subjeets, are
well informed., They have an idea that we
are a very peculiar people, and that our
culiarities have their origin in these
ks. Of course, among people who have
read the Book of Mormon and the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants these ideas do not
prevail, because such persons are aware
that those books corroborate the Bible, and
are witness of the truth of the great princi-
ples contained in the Old and New Testa-
ments, and teach precisely the same.

The peculiarities, if such they may be
called, which distinguish us from other peo-
ple, have their origin in ourimplicit faith in
the Scriptures. Thereis no principle nor doc-
trine of our faith that we are not willing to
have tested by the revelations and teachings
contained in King James’s translation of the
Bible; and our elsm have gone forth tak-
ing that as their text-book, preaching from
it the prineciples which those now called
Latter-day Saints have embraced and
which caused them to gather together from
the nations of the earth, to the State of Ohio,
then to Missouri, then to Illinois and then
to these valleys, I ¢C

This statemen{ may sound strangely to
the ears of many. I bave heard people ex~
F—eas considerable surpriseupon hearing it.
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This is the) gre ifficulty to- Lhisis
the cause. of miﬁmﬁy q_f_w belig?g._m the
Christian er’d InstE;d ‘of taking ‘the
word of the Lnrd'. as it is, they wish to'place
their own éonstruction on that word soas
to suit their own peculiar ideas ahd views;
and having thus interpreted it, they frame
their belief in accordance with that inter-
pretation, But it is very plain, from words
com*ained in the New Testament, that the
T.ord expeeted His children to believe the
Grospel and to carry it out in their practice,
as it was delivered anciently, For instance:
Paul, on one occasion, when writing to the
Galatians, said

“Though we, or -n angel from heaven, preach
ANy other gospel unto you tuan that which we
bave preached unto you, let him be accursed.”

And,as if to make this so positive that it
could not be misunderstood, hé repeated
the language, Here an anathema is pro-
noun upon the head of any individual
who should attempt to preacl ar:}' other
gospel than that which the Apostiée Paul
and the other Apostles had declared; even if
an angel fromn Heaven were to declare any-
thing opposed to or differing Trom it hé was
to be accursed. | ) S0 fL1er it ¢ _,

It is' highly important. that mankind
should understand what was the nature of
that gospel, and whether the creeds to
which they have rendered  obedience in
these days agree  with, the, principles
preached by the Apostles;if they do net,
they who preach them areaxfpo . to the
anathema pronounced - by FPaul, or his
words are not to be relied upon. Itisa
very easymatter to find out what the Apos-
tles did preach; there need be nodifficulty
about this if people’ will receive the teach-
ings contained in the New Testament, for
there we have a record of their labors and

“an epitome of the doctrines they taught and
%ﬁm ste .t-bthageop]a. :
' refer to the first discourse that was

eached after the ascension of Jesus into
eaven we shall find what the Apostles

" taught on that occasion, when inspired by

" 'the Holy Ghost, to the inhabitants of Jeru-

" ‘salem, The people were excited over the
strange event that had taken place in their
midst; for men of various nations had gath-
ered together to the Holy City and the
apostles stood up in the power and demon-
stration of the Holy Ghost and declared to
the people there assembled, the startling
inteiligence that Jesus, whom they had so
recently crucified as an impostor, was in-
deed the Lord of life and glory and was the
veritable Son of God, the Messiah, of which
the prophets had spoken and for whose
coming they had so long and anxiously
looked. This was unexpected intelligence
to them; but the arguments of the Apostles,
on this matter were so convincing, and the
wer of God so apparent,—each man hear-
ing the geospel in his own tongue, that they
were pricked to the heart and were con-
vinced that Jesus was the Son of God
and the Savior of the world, and they
cried out ‘“Men and brethren, what
shall we do?’’ It is very reasonable to sup-
posethat when the Apostles answered this
question, made under such extraordinary
circumstances, the{ would declare the
doctrines and requirements which would
be binding on all the inhabitants of the
earth under similar circumstances.
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imagine anything eise would beto suppos
that which would be contrary to reason an3
common sense. To think that they would
tell something that was not necessary and
essential to salvation on such an important
occasion, when so many were pricked to
their hearts, is to suppose something that
is not consistent with the character of the
Apostles and the nature of their mission to
the children of men, Peter said unto them,
‘“Repent, and be baptized, every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remis-
sion of your sins, and ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy Ghost, For the promise is
unto you, and to your children, and to all
that are afar off, even as many as the Lord
our God shall call,”” Thus, he set before
them in simplicity and in the greatest plain-
ness, the requirements with which the
must comply in order toreceive that whicK
they desired.

It was not necessary for him to say unto
them Believein the Lord Jesus Christ, for
they did already believe, having been con-
vinced through the testimony of the Apos-
tles. Peter, therefore, said unto them,
“repent,”’—that being the next principle
they had to obey,—‘repent, and be bap-
tized in the name of Jesus Christ, for the
remission of your sins, and ye shall receive
the Holy Ghost,”” He did not say unto
is an ‘anxious bench,/’" or
“come and threw yourselves at the Toot of
the cross, and seek with - er before the
jord until He remits your sins.” | Hedid
ot tell'them to do any such/ thing, but he
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gomplying with the conditions prescribed,
amely, faith in Jesus Christ, repentance

ir sins, being ‘baptized for their re-
n, and haviné; hands laid upon them
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for the reception of the Holy Ghost.

.~ “This was the gospel which Peter preached
.uanto the
‘and several thousands ofthem went forthan

people on the day of Pentemsfi

were baptizedon that occasion. We find,by
examining the ‘“Acts of the Apostles,” that
this was the nature of their teaching on ever
occasion when preaching to the people,an
we also find that when the people did com-
ly with these reghuirement.i the Holy

host did rest upon them.
A great many have had the ideathat the
Holy Ghost was only bestowed upon those

who were called to act as officers in the
churches; but an investigation of the labors
of the Apostles will prove that this was not
the case, and will establish the fact that
every individual, whether male or female
who was baptized by the servants of God
for the remission of sins, received the lay-
ing on of hands, and also the Holy Ghost.
You recollect, doubtless, the record con-
tained in the 8th chapter of Aects, which
contains an account of Philip preaching
the gospel in Samaria and baptizing some
believers, Phillip, it seems, had only the
authority thatJohn the Baptist had, hold-
ing the same priesthood as he did. Itis
written of John that he said‘‘I indeed bap-
tize you with water unto repentance; but
hie that cometh after me is mightier than I,
whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he
shall baptizeé you with the Holy Ghost and
with fire.”” Johnnever presumed to lay on
hands for the reception of the Holy Ghost;
he had not the authority, He was a priest
after the order of Aaron; he held the
Aaronie priesthood, to which priesthood
belongs nct the autuurig to lay on hands
for the reception of the Holy Ghost.. To do
this it requires a priest after the Order of
Melchizedee, which Jesus and - His Apos-
tles held. Philip, after leaving Samaria,
baptized the Eunuch, but we do not read
that he laid his hands upon him, evidently
roving that he held only the priest-
Buad of Aaron. When the Apostles
which were at Jerusalem heard that Sama-
ria had received the Word of God, through
%’hilip, they sent unto them Peter and

ohn, two of the Apostles, who
when they came unto them, prayec{
for them that they might receive

the Holy Ghost, and they laid their hands
upon them. and they received the Holy
Ghost. It did notrest upon them previous
this ordinance being attended to; for the
estament says the Holy Ghost had not as
yet fallen upon any of them, although they
had been baptized. This shows that, not
only is it necessary for men to believe in
Jesus Christ, repent of their sins, and be
baptized for the remission of them, but that
they must receive the laving on of hands of
those who bave authority, or they could
neither claim nor enjoy the Holy Ghost;
but when they did have hands laid upon
them, wonderful to relate in this age of un-
belief, the Holy Ghost rested down upon
them and they were filled therewith, and
they were bound and united together and
they knew the things of God and enjoyed
the gifts of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

On one oceasion Paul met with a number
of disciples at Ephesus and he enquired of
them if they had received the Moly Ghost
since they believed. They told him they
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had not so much as heard whether there be

| plied they were baptized unto John's bap-

and 'toall ‘that ‘are  afar off,

‘them to be baptized. Peter took this
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{the'Lord our God' shall |

any siian forbid water that these should mot
& yti7 which 'have received th‘ﬂ'tﬂq?‘f

|'théin 'to ‘be - baptized in'the name of the
Lord.” '"Peter did not say, Corneli
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any Holy Ghost. He then enquired unto
what then were they baptized. They re-

tism, Paul baptized them anew, and laid
hands upon them, and, we are told, they
received the Hnlzeé}hnst and spake with
tongues and prophecied. Paul had author-
ity; he held the Melchezedec priesthood,
in which was included the authority to lay
on hands for the reception of the Holy
Ghost,

This is the manner in which the Apos-
tles preached the gospel; there is no record
of their doing it in any other way. We do
not read of their teaching the people the
plan of salvation in any other way.

A great many, to prove that baptism and
laying on hands are not necessary, have
cited the case of Cornelius, who, though e
was not baptized, received the ﬁuly Ghost.
The case of Cornelius isthe only case of the
Kind on record, and there were strong rea-
sons why it should be as it was with him,
The gospel and its ordinances were admin-
istered only to the Jews; Cornelius was a |
Gentile, and between the two races strong
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ir'' the wilderness Jesus applied to him for
baptism, and, in answer to the remon-
strance of John, who seemed to think that
he had more need to be baptized by the
Savior than for the Savior to be baptized
by him, Jesus said: |

“Suffer it to be so nowj for thus it be-
cometh us to fulfil all righteousness.” The
wonder is that there is a remnant of faith
in Jesus left in the world when we see how

widely men have diverged from the paths in
which the Apostles walked, aud from the
doetrines which they taught. '

We must always bear in mind that which
Paul said,—*‘though we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you
than that which we have preaehed unto you,
let him be acearsed.”” We must bear this
in mind when we investigate the nature of
the Apostles’ teachings and the ordinances
and doctrines w bich they administered and
taught, Ifthey who profess to be preach-
ers of the gospel diverge in the least from
the doetrines and principles tanght by the
Apostles they placethemselvesina tion
to receive the condemnation whieh Paul in-

prejudices existed, the Jews looking upon
the Gentiles as far inferior to them. Cor-
nelius and his household were the first
Gentiles to ' whom the gospel was preached,
they received it, andl the Lord, to show te

voked,

I have endeavored in these remarks to
bring yvour minds to the faithh the Saints
once enjoved, and to the teachimgs which
the Apostles, in their day, laid before the

the Apostles that the Gentiles were entitled
to'the ordindnices of salvation' as wellas the
Jews, if thoy were willing to comply: wath
requirémelts of the gos
the Holy ‘Ghost upon Cornelius and his
family. When Peter saw this family he¢
gaid of a’'trdth I percieve that:God is no
respecter of persons, but in eve
he that feareth Him and worketh righteons-,
ness, is accepted with Him."”, Amd! whe
afterwirds, he heard them: speak ! jwi
d ‘and ‘magnifly God, hesaidy, 4‘Can

ost a8 well as we? ' And he commanded
on

_ us {
have teéceived the Holy Ghost as wel _

der the circumstances, it he had considered
baptism or the layiug on of hands non-
essential, he would have been very likely
to do; but instead of that lic.commanded |

as
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the Lord intended it, as an evidence that
the Gentiles 4s well as the House of Israel
were entitled to the gospel. And he had
them baptized, and without doubt laid his
hands upon them to confirm upon them
the gift they had received. Had Cornelius,
at that hour, stood upon his dignity and
said There is no necessity for me to be bap-
tized for the remission of my sins, God
having givenme the Holy Ghost without
obeying that ordimance; and having already
received the Holy Ghost, I have no need to
have hands laid upon me, there is not a
doubt in my mind but what that precious
and inestimable gift would have been
withdrawn from him, and he would not
have enjoyved it after. Itcoula only be con-
tinued to him on condition of his obeying
the ordinances which God had placed in |
His church and which He required all the
inhabitants of the eéarth to submit to with- |
out hesitation; and without doubt, Corne~
lius wisely went forward and obeyed those
ordinances. :

This was the manner in which the Apos-
tles preached the gospel to the inhabitants
of the earth in those days. They did not
say to the people “you must seek the Holy
Ghost and probably the Lord will give it to

ou if you will only exercise faith enough;”
ﬁut. they told the people plainly, and posi-
tively, without the least hesitation,’ that if
they would comply with ecertain require-
ments they should receive the Holy (zhost.
The only condition was their sincerity and
faithfulness in obeying the requirements.

What were the fruits of this preaching?
Wherever the Apostles wentand the people
received thoir testimony the Spirit of God
rested upon them and their hearts were
united, and they enjoyed the gifts of pro-
phecy, healing, tongues, interpretation of
tongues, discerning ¢f spirits, wisdom,
knowledae and all the varied gifts of the
cospel necessary for their growth and de-
velopment in the things of God. This was
not the case at Jerusalem alone, but in far
off Ephesus and in the various cities of Asia
Minor where Paul preached; and through-
out the length and breadth of the earth
wherever the Apostles traveled these pecu-
liar gifts and manifestations were enjoycd.

Panl, who had been separated from the
rest of the Apostles for a number of years
found, when he came to Jerusa'em an
was united with them, that he had precise-
ly the same knowledge concerning the gos-
pel of Christ that they had; the Holy Ghost
nad taught it to him the same as it had to
ames, John, Andrew and the rest
of the Apostles, And bad they been per-
mitted to continue their labors the inhabi-
tants of the earth, if they had received the
cospel, would have been united together
as onein the things of God.

Does anybody wonder that there is di-
vision now in Christendom? Does any-
body wonder that, instead of there being
“one lord, one faith and one baptism,” as
recorded i1 the words I have read in your
hearing, therc are, it may be said, many
lords, many faiths and many Dbaptisms?
Does anybody wonder at this? I can not
when I see how men have strayed from the
path that Jesus marked out; when I hear
men say that baptism is nen-essential.
What a wide difference between such per-
sons and the Lord Jesus Christ! You will
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people, and called upom them,in all ear-
nestness, toobeéy. I havedone this in order
‘that yon may be pr ed for that which
w&t&h&;f'{nﬁ-wﬂ-' t . prévisely the same
E;inc-i ¢8 that they did. ' Men wender and
‘say, {‘How is it that you Latter-day Saints
can’ live hér as vou do? Hew is it
that you are o tnited?”’  The secret lies in
‘the fict that we have the same principles
teidch to the people that were taught by the
‘anéibnt Apostles, and 'the 'samo results fol-
16w in our case ad in theirs, AR
"It has' Been/frequently remarked to the
‘elders, when abroad, *‘What necessity was
there f’qr'piiq*ﬁﬁgel. to come from Heaven te
‘earth to bring, as you say he did, the
g 1 when we bhave the
organizations - and
Christian churches all through the land?"”’
This is a very important question, and one
to whieh I will try and give a satisfastory
answer. There would have been no neees-
sity of any such thing if the churches at the
time Joseph Smith sought for kmowledge,
had taught the same erinciples the A
tles declared, and if believers in thesg days
had enjoyed the same gifts and
that they did in theirs. But if there was
such a church at that time history has
failed to record the fact, There wasno man
on the face of the earth, of whom we have
heard, who declared to the people that if
they would believe in Jesus amd repent of
their sins and be baptized for the remission
should receive the Holy
Ghost. On the contrary, the bestowal of
the Holy Ghost, as anciently \with its
and powers, was denied i_}y the whole
Christian world, They declared that these
ifts were notfor this generation, but were
estowed upon the primitive _cimmh for
the whole and sole pErposa of establishing
the gospel of Jesus Christ, and that when
that was accomplished there was no longer
any need for them, That was the belief in
Christendom then, and that is the belief
there now; you may hear it expressed on
every hand when conversing on these sub-
jects. They will declare that thereis no
necessity for these gifts in this age, as if the
Holy Ghost could be enjoyed by man and
these gifts not manifested! Such a thing
is impossible! There would have been no
necessity for the restoration of the gospel to,
the earth by an angel ifthe keysand priest-
hood by 'which the ancient Apostles ofiici-
ated had not been taken from the earth. It
is true that the Catholiec ehurch claims di-
rect succession from the Apostles; other
churches claim the same; and all, claiming
any authority whatever, endeavor totrace it
back to them., They all base their
claims to authority omn the fact that the
Apostlesreceived it. The Catholie church,
especially,  eclaim uninterrupted descent
from Peterand the last of the Apostles. But,
while 'so doing, they ignore the fact that
as long as there was a man on the earth
who laid claim to authority direet from
God the inhabitants of the earth warred
against him, until they had succeeded in
killing him, as they had all others. This
fact, though as familiar as any fact, to the
student of history, is lost sight of by the
Catholic church. So long as the Apostles
lived, and so long as any man lived who
had been associated with them in their la-
bors, there was an incessant persecution
carried on against them, And it is recorded
that every one of them, except John,
died a violent death. They tried to kKill
John: they immersed him in a cauldron of
boiling oil and sent him to the Isle of Pat-
mos to work in the lead mines, and perse-
cuted him in various ways; but, owing to
the promise of God, they could not kill
him. Peter was crucified at Rome with
his head downwards, not considering him-
self worthy to be crucified as his Lord had
been. Paul was beheaded in Rome; the
other Apostles were killed in various ways,
every one of them suﬁerinF anignominious
death because of their belief in Jesus; be-
cause they believed God was a God of reve-
lation, and because they laid claim to au-
thority from Jesus to administer the or-
dinances of Hischurch. This wasthe course
pursued by the inhabitants of the earth
until the Apostles and every man havin
authority had been killed, and the gifts an
blessings bhad entirely tiisappearad from
the earth. After this men took to them-
selves doctrines to accommodate them-

remeiubor that when John came baptizing
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selves, the rites and many of the doctrines

| of Paganism and portions of existing insti-



