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the 0generale s 1 beilekbeilerbelief inn many circles and
amongpeoplepeople who on other subjects are
well informed they have an idea that we
larbiarea teryvery peculiar people and that our
peculiarities have their origin in thosetbooks of course among people who have
read 10the book of mormon and the book of
doctrine and covenants these ideas do not
prevail because such persons are aware
that those books corroborate thetha bible and
are witness of the truth of the great princi-
ples contained in the old and new testa-
ments and teach precisely the same

the peculiarities if such they may bobe
called which distinguish us from otheotherr peo-
ple havohave their originininin our implicit faith in
the scriptures there is noprinciple nordoc-
trine of our faith that we are not willing to
have testedby the revelations and teachings
contained in king jamess translation of the
bible and outour elders have gone forth tak-
ing that as their textbooktext book preaching from
it the principles which those now called
latter day saints have embraced and
which caused them to gather together fromirom
the nations of the earth to the state of ohioohl01

thenthea to missouri I1 then to illinois and then
to these valleys

thistais statement may sound ststrangelyangely to
thetha ears of many I1 have heard
presspresa considerable surprise lupori hearing it
I1 recollect inih mymis early rhianaan
eiderelder meeting rudmdrid hayinghaving considerable
gonponconversationrpa ionlon UuponPon our limliv a
clergymanh j withaith iw
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this is thereat d tptodaytoapppaayday this H
thetae cause of the iv rosity 0 bellbelibelgyaJ s in the
christianillrisuan jhorldgriarl d ansteadestta of taking tiittill
werd af the Llordora asI1 itsit is theythay wish tortalaplacaplacaplade
meirweir own 0constructionsaction on that worlbori so as
to suitauitttheiubeirtheir own peculiar ideas andalid v lowlew
and having thus interpreted it they fraineframe
their bellefbehel in accordance wiwith

1th thatthad inter-
pretationpretation but it is very plain worlds
cnaenachainedined in the ow Testamerity thabthat the
lord expected hisills children to believe the
gospel and to parry it out in their practiceice
as etwasit was delivered anciently fonfor instance
paulraul on oueone occasion when writing tu thetho
galatians said

though apor snens n angelangel from heaven arfpreach
raynay other utin yonyou ganman thatthai which we

unto you lellei bitabin be curedaccursedac
and as if to makmalt extols sopo koith fe ththatthaiat it

could not labe understoodmisunderstoodrAis ildlid repeated
the language here an anathema lais pro
bounced uponlipon tho heddhead of any individualindiVidu 4
who should attempt to preach any other
gospel than that the aposto paul
and the other apostles jiad declareddeured evel if
anaft heaven ivein aedpeddeclaretreire anye
chirithing opposed to or diUkennfennftst41iroini0 ill it ho96 wasas
to be aaccursedcoursed 11

itisit highly important ayatL at inafkind
understand ahatwhat wasas the nature 0off

that gospel and whetherghether creeds to
whichaichI1 they have rendered obedience in1n
rhesethebethese days derda suhvuusuu aoite principles
preached by the apostles if e do0 not
they who preach themthern ararearoe expeapexposeas 0 ateite
anathema pronounced bybv alpaul orlias
words are not to beebeab icreliedliedliea upuponon it I1li a
very to find out whatwh thetho apos-
tles did preach there needneed be no di culty
about this if peoplepeopled willwili rece ve tho
ingsinks contained in the nevynear testament for
ither wee havehavo ad record af their
1

ahan epitome of the doctrines they taught0 pridand
terea to0 the peopleae

I1 awo neferrefer to mhd first discourse that was
preached aften thetho ascension of jesusijesusinto
heaven 46we shall find what thettha apostles

ttaught on that occasion when inspired by
the holy ghost to the inhabitants of jerus-
alem the people were excited overtover the
strange event that had taken place in their

for men of various nations limlilmihad gath-
ered togetherto ether to the holy city and the
apostles stood up iiiin the popower and demon-
stration of the holy ghost and declared to
the people there assembled the startling
intelligenceonceence that jesus whom they hadbad so
recently crucified as an impostor was in-
deed thothe lord of life and glory andaha was the
veritable son of I1god theliethellethe messiahsilah of which
the prophets had spoken anaand forlor whose
coming they had so longiongionlong and anxiously
looked this was unexpected intelligence
to them but the arguments of the apostles
oilollon this mattenmatter werewore sorso convincing and the
powerpowenoiva of gad so apparent eeachach man hear-
inging thojhothe gospel in his own tongue that they
werehere pricked to flie heart and were con-
vinced that jesujuesus wawas the son of god
atlieanaf thetho saviorkavior of the world and they
cried ont men hadand brethren what

it is very reasonable to sup-
posetoseposee thatthit whenthenkhen the apostles answered thisahls
question made under suchsueh extraordinary
circumstances they would declare the
doctrines and requirements which would
be billbindingding on all thipthin inhabitants of the
earth under similar to

imagine gnyinyanythingthing else would botobetobe to supposeana0 os
that which wochiba contrary to reason and
common sense to think that they would
tell something that waswm not necessary and
essential to salvation on such an important
oceaoccaoccasionsign when so many were pricked to
their hearts is19 to suppose something that
is not consistent with the character of the
apostles and the nature of their mission to
the children of men peter said unto them
repent and be baptized every one ofyou

in the name ofjesus christ for thothe remis-
sion of your sins and yeyo shall recreceiveelire the
gift of the holy ghost for the promise is
unto you and to your children and to all
that areairealr off even aas many as the lord
our god shall call thus he set before
them in simplicity and in the greatest plain-
ness the requirements withwitly which they
must comply into order to receive that which
they desired

it waswaa not necessary for him to say unto
them believe in the lord jesus christ for
they did already believe having been con-
vinced through the testimony ofd the apos-
tles peter therefore saidsala unto them
66repent that being11 the next principle
they hadllad to obey 4 1repent and be bap-
tized in the name of jesus christ for the
remission ofyour sins and ye shall receive
the holy ghost he did not say unto
themthein here is an anxious brenchbencha01 ocor
commandcome and tilillthrow yourselvesourselves at of
he cross ananddfseeateseehseeKowrwith brayec the

Llordnoraoiaoid until ha rem ita yourl sinssina hediahedla
arttat bellitht unyany such thing buhbut lrelie
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reception dathe holhoiholy ghost

1 ththischisis was the gosselgospel which peter preached
unto the people on the day of pentecost
and severalreveral thousands of themwent forth ahnaand
werewore that occasion wowe nindfindfindeyby
examining the acts of the apostles that
this was the nature of their teaching on every
occasion when preaching to the people and
we also find that when thetho people did com-
ply81Y with these requirements the holy
ghosthost did rest upon them

A great many have had fheiho idea that the
holy ghost was only bestowed upon these
who were called to act as officers in the

an of the labors
of thetho apostles will prove that this was not
the case and will establish the fact that
every individual whether male or female
who was baptized by the servants of godgolgodgoa
for the remission of sins received the lay-
ing on of hands and also thothe holy ghost
you recollect doubtless the record con-
tained in the esth chapter of acts which
contacontains an account of philip preaching
the gospel in samaria and baptizing somesomo
believers phillipRhill ip it seems hadbad only the
authority thatjohn the baptist handholdhad hold-
inginythethetha samesalele priesthood as he did itisit is
written of john that he said 1I indeed bap-
tize you with water unto repentance but
liehe that cometh after me is mightier than I1
whose shoes I1 am not worthy to bear he
shall baptize you with the holy ghost and
with nirefire 11 john never presumed to lay on
hands for the reception of0 the holy ghost
he had not the authority helashe was agriesta priest
after the order of aaron he beibetheld the
Atironicironie priesthood to which priesthood
belongs net the authority to jay14 on handsbands
for the reception of ththe holywoly aghosgho tomTOOT do
this it requires a priest after the order of

which jesus aniaal illliihis19 apos-
tlestletie heldheid philip atler lealoaleavingving1 samsamaniasamariari
baptized the eunuch but weve do not read
that he laid hisbis handsbands upon him evidently
provingroving that he held only the priest-
hoodrood of aaron when the apostles
which were at jerusalem heard that sama-
ria had received the word of god through
philiphl they sent unto them peter and4johnh af two of the apostles who
when they came unto them prayeprayed
for them that they might receive
the holy ghost and they laid their hands
uuponon them aniandand they received the holy
ghost it did not rest upon them previous
to this ordinance being attended to for the
testament says the holy ghost had not as
yet fallen upon any of them although they
had bebeenen baptized this shows that not
only is11 it necessary for men to believe in
jesus christ repent of their sins and be
baptized for the remission of them but that
they must receive thothe laving on of hands of
those who have authority or they could
neither claim nor enjoy the holy ghost
but when they did havehavo hands laid upon

i them wonderful to relate in this age of un-
belief the holy ghost rested down upon
them andana theythoy were filled therewith and
they were bound and united totogetheretherethen and
they knewknow the things of god andarid enjoyed
the gifts of the gospel of jesus christ

on one occasion paul met with a number
of disciples at ephesus and he enquired of
them if they had received the emoiy ghost
since they believed they told him they
had not so much aaas heard whether there be

any holy ghost he then enquired unto
whatwhalthenthen abrowere they baptized they re-
plied they were baptized unto johns bap-
tism paul baptized them anew and laid
handshanas upon them and told thethotheythoy
received the holy ghost and with
tongues and prophesied paulraul
ity ho held the priesthood
in which was included thetho authority to lay
on hands for the reception of the holy
ghast

this is the manner in which the apos-
tles preached the gospel there is no record
of their doing it in any ototherherwayway we do
not read of their teaching the people the
plan of salvation in any 0otherer way

A great many to prove that baptism and
laying on hands are not necessary have
cited the case of cornelius who though helie
was not baptized received the holy ghost
the case of cornelius is the only case of the
kind on record and there were strong rea-
sons why it should be as it was with him
the gospel and its ordinances were admin-
istered only to the jews cornelius was a
gentile and between the two races strong
prejudices existed the jews looking upon
the Gengentilesgenelletiletiie as farfatfd inferior to them cor-
nelius

cor-
nellus and his household were the first
gentiles to evlwhomioniloni the gospgospelel waswa preacepreachedhedibedi
they received ilit aniano the lordlordy tot show to
ththe apostlesApoatiesAtles that tho 0gentiles were entitledtitled
atheto the 07ordinances of salvation
jewsjei if they eero willing to with

the gospel
tha holy abrou fildon and bihis
namfamI1 il whenwhere peter saw this fariliefamily hi1

saiafiala oraornofufad ardth I1 perclevocievo that rodgodsod daria nonoii

respecter of persons but in eieryevery nation 11

helid that heareth dimand righteous i

blessilessneAs 13 fccacceptedpam with him A
afterwards he heard themthom sPeak

and magnify god hiohlo entontbenj

badmadman forbid wateravatar that these should Mapiu
be baptized which havehavo abetheb
ghost atsit wellweli aawewc and hocohecohe commincae
teemthem tyio be bbaptizedutit zed inthein thetho ndedme of Xthet
lord 1 peter didd not say cornelcornei luliblaj yoji
hav received the hoHolyly ghost as well aak14
wy have andarid there is no necessityv fonfoe youyott

boobto 0 annyny further ordinances which unup
4bertaeb e birccircumstancesumstance if hohe had causconsidered
bitsuiba bitheor the laying OIL ofdf hands non
esstessl ho would have beean very likelyy
to do but instead of that hohe
them to be baptized peter took this aas
thethem lord intended it as anart evidence AMthatthab
thether gentiles as well astadas the house of israel
were entitled to the gospel and hohe had
them baptized and without doubt laid his
hands upon them to confirm upon them
the gift they had received had cornelius
at that hour stood upon his dignity and
said thero is no necessity for me aoto bobe bap-
tized for the remission of my sins god
having given ineme the holy ghost without
obeying that ordordnellordinanceuarlnall ce and having already
received the holy ghost I1 have no need to
have hands laid upon me there is not a
doubt in my mind but what that precious
andanti inestimable gill would have been
withdrawn from him and he wouldwoula not
have enjoyed it after it coulacould only be con-
tinued to hinihint on condition of hisohis obeyingheying
thetho ordinances which god had placed in
his church and which hohe requiredrequiredalldaliallail the
inhabitants ofor the earthoarth to submit to with-
out hesitation and without doubt corne-
lius wisely went forward and obeyed those
ordinances

this was the manner in which the apos-
tles preached the gospel to the inhabitants
orthoof thetho artilearthtarth in those days they did not
say to the people you must seeseekkillekiliethe holy
Ghghost and probably the lord will give it to
you if you will only enough
but they told the people plainly andaid postposi-
tively without the least hesitation that if
they would comply with certain require-
ments they should receive the Holy Ghost
the only condition was their sincerity andhod
faithfulness in obeying the requirements

what were tho fruitsgruits of this preaching
whereverreverrevOr the Aapostlespostles went and thetho peddleodieodle
received their testimony the spirit of goddodod
rested upon them and their hearts were
united and they enjoyed the gifts of pro-
phecy healingheiliug tongues interpretation of
tongues disegidiscerningni ag cfaf spirits wisdomwisdonidonl
knowledge and all the varied gifts of the
gospel neenecessaryessary for their growth and de-
velopmentVC in thothe of god this was
not the caseeaso at jerusalem alone but in far
ou ephesus and intit the various cities orasia
minor where paul preached and through
out the length andanil breadth of thetho earth
wherever thothe apostles traveled these becu i

liar gifts and manifestations were enjoyed
paul who had beebem separated from the

rest of the apostles for a number of years
found when lie came to jerujeryjeruelalem and
wasvas united with them that he had precise-
ly the same knowledge concerning the gos-
pel of christ that theythem had the holy ghost
nad taught it to him the same as it had to
peter james john andrew and the rest
of the apostles andrid had they been per-
mittedmbitted to continue their labors the inhabi-
tants of the earth if they had received the
gospel would havehavo been united totogetherether
as one in the things of god

does anybody wonder that there is di-
vision nonow in christendom doesdocs any-
body wonder that instead of there bebeingD t

one lord one faith and one baptism as
recorded ii thetho wordsworda I1 havohave read in your
hearing therothere arearp it may be said many
lords many faiths and many baptisms
does anybody wonder at this I1 can not
when iseeI1 seeace how men have strayed from thothe
path that jesus marked out when I1 hear
men say that baptism is nonessentialnon essential
what a wide difference between such per-
sons and the lord jesus christ you
rememberr that when john came

1

wilderness jesus applied to him for
baptism and in answer to the aremon

of jolin who see tried ux think that
hebe had more need to bobe baptized by thetho
savior than for the saviorsaylor totd be baptized
bby him jesusjeans said

suffer it to be so now for thusthug it be
cometh us all righteousness ll19 thothe
wonder is that there is a remnant of faith
in jesus leftlefo in the world when we see how
widely men have diverged from thetho paths in
which the apostlesApostleslea walked addaud from thether
doctrinedoctrines which they taught

we mustmush always bear in mind that which
paul said 11 though we or anall angel from
heaven preach any other gospel unto yoayon
than that which we have preached unto you
let him be acearsaccurseded 1 I1 we must bear this
in mind when we investigate the nature of
thetho apostles teachings and the ordinances
and doctrines wv bichbieh they administered and
taught if they who profess to be preach-
ers of the gospel diverge in the least from
the doctrines and principles taught by the
apostles they placeplacer themselves in a position
to receive the condemnationconde which paul in-
voked appp

I1 have endeavored 1 in these remarks to
brinbring your minds to tho faith the saints
once enjoyed and to the teachings which
the Apostapostlesposilesiealea in their daydays laid before the
peoplepegie aniland called upon them in all ear
letnessnetness ad obey I1 have donedome this in order
that voneon may bo prepared florfior that chih
wa teaellteteachnorachtor we teach precisely the samebame
vinciprinciple they did merado tidemand
baysay hewis latter dayd ay saints
eancan liw together as vouou do hiohow j it

i arb art knifed themier secret liepin
tilatio01factit lvaiva havehath thothe bainebarno principalpl to

tha were taught by the
ancient andrind thatheAM samo result folfoi
6 indart theirs r

r it thasihas ph remarkedmarkedte to thorthoo
uldercider whilesierteil ramgamabroadoad abhat necenecessitysalty was
tereteroerq tortovor aaan angel td come from heaven to
earthcarth wW bring uaus you savsaysavsai chedidhe did the
eierelereverlastinglasting gospel when wewe bayebateha theothoe
bible andarid christian organizationsantisanelandana
christian churches all through
this is a very important question and
to which I1 will try and give a satisfactoryudra
answer there would have been no neces-
sity of any such thing if the churches at the
time joseph smith sought for knowledge
had taught the same principles the Aapos-
tles declared and if Iebelieverslievers in iuslus daysay8
had enjoyed the bamesame gifts and blessings
that they did in theirs but if threthra was
such a church at that time history aaspashas
failed to record thetho fact there gasnwasuwasnwas na man
on thoracethetho face of the earth of whom iketidjid havohave
heard who declared to the copiepeoplep thabthat if
they would believe in jesus andaud repent of
their sins and be baptized for thothe reremission
of them they should receive thetho kolyholy
ghost on the contrary thothe bestobestowalwil of
the holy ghost as anciently wyth itsita giftsitswroland powers was denied by the whole
christian world they declared that these
gifts were not for this generation but were
Lebestowedstowed upon the church for

anaand sole purpose 01
ii the gospel of jesus christ and that when
that was accomplished therothere kyasryaswas no longer
any need forfog themthemi that was thetho belief in
Christenchristendomdomi thenthene anam that is the belief
there now rouyounoumaymay hearbearhearitit expressed on
every hand when conversing onpa these sub-
jects they will declara tthalthaiA herotherehere is no
necessity fonfor these gift in this agozigo ilisaa if the
holy Gghostehofioat could bebip penjoycauchedbyeabyy man and
these gifts not C puchpach a thing
isis impossible thera would haqq been no
necessity fotfor the restoration ag0 tileiliehe gospel to
the earth by an ringel if ha aw and priest-
hood by which tholabe ancient apostles offic-
iated had notnol from thetho earth it
is true that the catholic church claims di-
rect buccesuccessionision from the apostles other
churches claim the sasamemandand all claiming
any authoauthorityrityfity whatwhatevereyeroyer endeavor to trace it
back to them they all base their
claims to authority on the fact that the
apostles received it the catholic chchurch
especially claim uninterrupted descent
fromfront peteranavetPeterandenand the last of thetho apostles but
whileN bisoi doing they ignore the wtfact that
as lonalong as therethero was a maninari onion the earth
who laid claim to atiauthority direct fromirom
god the Inhabitinhabitantsantsanti of the earth warred
against him untilia they hadlind succeeded in
killing him as they had all others this
ilfaetyact though agas familiar as any fact to the
student otof history is lost sight of by the
catcatholicholle church so ionlonlongiong0 as thothe apostles
lived and so longiong as any man lived who
had been assoriaassociatedted with them in their la-
bors there was an incessant persecution
carried on against them and it is recorded
that every one of them except john
died a violent death they tried to kill
john they immersed him in a cauldroncauldrencauldron ocor
bollinboilingZ oil and sent him to the isle of pat-
mosmoss tto0 work in the lead mines and perse-
cuted him in various ways but owing to
the promise of god they could not kill
him peter was crucified at rome with
his head downwards not consideringconsidering him
feirseirf elfeiflf worthy to be crucified as his lordord had
been paul was beheadedheadedbe in romeromo thetho
other apostles were killed in various ways
every one of them sufferingsuuering an ignominious
death because of their belief in jesus be
causo they believed god waswag a god of reve-
lation and because they laid claim tojoauau
dhority from jesus to administer theorthetho or-
dinancesdinances of his church this was the coursocourse
pursued by the inhabitants of the earth
until the apostles and every man having
authority had been killed and the gifts and
blessings had entirely disappeared from
theeartathe earth after this men took to them-
selves doctrines to accommodate them-
selves thetho rites and many of the doctrines
of paganism and portions of existing insel i


