598

THE DESERET WEEELY.

wlll be no dlfMculty in collecting these
funds.”

Elder Horace 5. Ensalzn then sang
the sacred solo, Jerusalem, and his
magnjficent barltone voice charmed th=
large and appreclative audience.

General Superintendent George Q.
Cannon sa&id:

“I have been Informed that there is
an Indifference, a growing indlfference,
uoticeable, In different places in rela-
tion to Sunday schools, and that there
i not that interest apparent that has
veen and tbat should be. Of course,
every movement of this kind must be
sustained by energy and by those who
are engaged 1n the movement taking
an Interest In It and glving it thejr at-
tention and bestowlng thought and la-
bol upon it, Various suggestions have
been made as to how this shall be
remedied and what gateps ahould be
taken to Infuse, shall I say new llfe.
to Infuse life a llttle more than we
have 3t present, inte every department
of our Supnday schools. I need not
&well before this audieyee upon.the Img-
portance of Sunday sghool work It lles,
it may be sald, at the foundation of
every.amsoclation we have among us.
The ¢hildrgn that go to Sunday schom

snon hecome younhg men, and Join thed

Mutua] Improvement ,apsoclations; and
the girls grow to be young ladjes and
they kaye thelr fungtions to attend tp,
and they are more efRelent in the path
of success, If they are trained in the
sunday school as they should be,

“Now, I have in my hand some mem-
erands regarding Sunday school work,
and the holding of a convention for
Sunday school workers. My propos|-
tlon s that we should heoid a Sunday
schoo! convention during the Ilatter
part of November ot the beginning of
December next; that we should have
this not too near the Christmas holl-
days; that the last two days be Mon-
day apd Tuesday: that three meetings
he held each day: that the Stake dele-
gates. be guests of the Deserst Sunday
Achnol Unlor Board apportioned among
the Sunday schools of this eity avhile
they stay .here; that badges shall he
nrepared for the visitors, for we want
our hrethren and sisters {o come and
visit us and take part in this conven-
tlon; that President Angus M, Cannon
and his ecounselors, the presidency of
this Stake. he asked ta give the pre-
capding Runday evening to tMe Deseret
HBunday School Tnion. and that the
board divide ths visitors amoneg th~
various wards to speak on Sunday
arhon] matters and  help wivify the
Sundav schools of the city. I trust
that the presidency of this Stake will
aze their way clear to permit thls and
that it will not interfere with anything
they may have in mind. The speakers
chosen should be notlfied as soon as
posseihle. to lve them time to prepare,
80 that in the event of any heing un-
ahle to attend, the opportunity may be
glven to the board to =select others.
That s, If some are selected to prepare
for thils and they cannot fulfll tha
expectation or requiremnt, the board
ghall recelve notlee in time that others
may be selected for the purpose; and a
committee of three should be chosen
from the memhers of the board te ar-
range the details of the conventlon and
take rharge the preparatory work.
Now these are points that I have writ-
ten. %o that you might et a clear {dea
of the nhieet of the move. Here I8 a
. sureestive program for the Sunday
achonl eomvention:

“Monday marning, address of wel-
cnme; the objects of the convention:
the ®unday scheol treatire: Sundav
aphnnl teacher's meeting; how to reach
drlinanent arholars,

“"“fonday atternoon, auhjects: ﬁnw tayg
heat maintain order in the schools how
to nge the Leaflete: the use of tthe
WMirkel: Fun?: hoame reading in’ connec~
tion with the Sundaysschood. T I

“Monday evening, how to grade the
Sunday school; the relatlonship of the
Clhiureh to the Sunday school; the Sun-
day sachool a3 an auxililary to the
home; the home as an auxilary to the
Bunday school.

“Tuesday morning. Kindergarten and

Intant elasres ln the Sunday school;
punctuality-—how best secured; the
| Sunday school ruperintendent; the

| Sunday school teacher.

On Tueaday afternoon, Sunday school
cholrs and their relationshlp to con-
gregatlong! singing; lesson on the pre-
sentation of tlhe suthorities; how to
conduct Stake Sunday schoel confer-
ences; the program for 1399 Btake con-
ferences,

"Tuesday evenlng, how best to pre-
pare a Sunday school lesson; the Bllle
{in the Sunday school; the Book of
Mornwn in the Sunday schoal; the ad-
ministration of the Sacrament In the
schoois. Each meecting to be opened
by a half hour's singing practice of
| such songs as will be recommended to
be sung at the 189% Sunday achool con-
ferences, and such to be closed by re-
imarks from the general superintendent
and his asslstants, as we may wlish.
“Now these subjects we would llke to
have treated upon. If the committve
ean ge- where some  Impravements
can Le made In this, of cuursge L »hail
be In favor of thelr having latitude to
change or to suggest additional sub-
Jects.”’

Eldet, Sevmour B. Young moved tlnt

the suggestions be adoptea by this
meeting, Carrled.  General Superin-
tendent George Q. Cannon then ap-

pointed Elders George Reynolds,
Jose-ph W. Summerhaye ami George D,
Pyper 08 the committee to arrange the
details of the convention and take
charge of the preparatory work.

Continuing General Superintendent
Cannon said: “I would Jike you to
take hold of thls energetically and let
us have somethlng that will be credlit-
able and interesting. that all who attensd
may go away Instructed and infused
with 1ife and with a determination ta
lift the .Sunday school and make it
what it should be. Thils commliitee can
take the necessary steps to Invite such
persons or brethrem and slsters from
afar as they may deem proper; but it
18 2 general Invitation and we wouid
like you all to come, and we will do the
hest that can be done to entertain you,
and give you a chance to teach us in our
wards. Give us your Ideas and tell us
what you do, so that we may get a mu~
tual henefit In mingling together in that
MmANRar.

“I may say that Brother Heber J.
Grant's remarks ahbout the nicke] fund
Jare !n strlet accord to my feelings. I
do not want our Sunday schools to ba-
come begging institutlons, or to become
burdensome to our children. Do not
make the poor chlldren who cannot
glve the nickel feel badly. Avoid that,
because the - feelings of chlldren are
very delicate. We.should not do any-
thing that-would make them feel that
they are inferior in any way to any-
body else. I hope that what has been
sald will be remembered . by all the
teachers and superintendents.”

Second Assistant Kar] G, Maeser said:

“Members of the Sunday Schonl
Union board have occasionally visited
annual Sunday school conferences
when they have felt disappointed in
gome measure in not getting that kind
of Information regarding the condition
of the Sunday schools, whiech they de-
sired.,and I have.been requegted, there-
fore, to speak In regard to the way and
manner in which the Sunday school
conferences should be conducted. Now.
the nature and object. of an annual
Sunday schocl Stake conference Is threa
| fold. The firet object Is to present to
al} the Sunday weehools. ip.that.stake

| glven upon that subject at
| April Conference.

pattern and model exersises. Upon this
subject I need not speak now. I refer
to the instructions that were
given upon this point at the
last April Conference, when we
met here. The second polnt or object
of our annual Sunday school Staké,
confereace ls to give the visiting mem:
bers of the SBunday School Union Board,
an opportunity to obiain as much ln-
Formation in regard to the condition cu;#
the Sunday schools In the SBtake as time
and elrewmstances will permit. That
can be obtained In twe ways: Thesq
vigiting members of the Sunday Schoo,
Union Board witness the Gtlass exer;
clses. according 1o the Instruetions]
the last
These are the besf:
class exerclses Upon the various subs«
jects that have been selected by thd
Btake superintendency--the best classg
exercises that can be found in the
Btake. That glves the visiting brethy
ran the opportupity of seelng the con
dition, ot judging of the condition og
the Sunday sehools, Eight eluss exer,
¢lses of the best kind should be giveny
two on Saturday morning and afterd
fioon; two Sunday morning; two 0
Sunday afternoon. Then there la als
ways something from a Primary, first
intermediate, second intermedlate, an
theologieal, class, and concert recita-w
tions of some kind; the next polnt a#
which we can get our informatlon
about the condjtions of the Sunday
schools comes from the reports of th
superintendents  of the diffarend
sehools.. The Sunday Scheol Unlo
Board have drawn up twenty-on
polnts upon which they would like tco
have answers given. A copy of thi
will be sent to every Sunday schoo
supetintendent throughout Zion. EacH
superintendent should prepare himself
for this and not come up and talk o
‘goody goody' talk for five or 51::
minutes or more and then sit down
without saying anything about his
Eunday school. This 1s the second
point that gives us necessary informa.-i
tion In regard to the condition of the
Sunday school, The third point I8 to
give the vislting members of the Sun-
day School Unjon Beard &n opportunity
to glve Instructions. These Instruc
tions are based wupon the answers
which the superintendents give in red
porting their Sundsay schools, The Sun.’
day School Unlon memhers will not
conditions and the different points
based upon the observations whic
Jhéy have found and made durlng
class exercligses. which s the secon
point about which we can hase our
Instructions. ‘The third I8 ths nues-
tlona Which should be handed in by
Runday schoonl officers and teachers
auegtione  which have arizen on
Supday sthool wnrk and the principles
of the Gganel. whirh ars exnected tn be.
taueght in the Sunday schanls. Sunnnse
now, we get mix of theers gueetions |
every one of these mestings, then we
have twenty-four anestions handed h-a;
during the ennference. twenty-four Im
portant Sunday =school painta under
conalderation. And If there (= any
pnint that we may not have the anthor.
ity or capacity to apsawer, we will take
it home and renort it to the Sanday
frhnal TTntan Roar?, where it will be
digposed of: and If the hoard has no¥
the antharity to answer It our genera
superintendent, Meorge . Cannon, is a
member of the First Presidency, and
there we can get It from the founl:ain-
head, and you get your anawer in due'
time.

“And then-the next paint that I would
ke to have called your attention layg
that it fs not our misslon to talk mere.
lv to the eamparatively few Bunda
school workers that are attending ou
annual Sunday' school Stake confer.
ences. It §= not very llkely that we
shall have all the officers and teachers



