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ocecasion should be as nearly unani-
moug as circumstances will permit,
on the part of all the members of the
Church in the gnthering places of
the Baints.

In passing through the events un-
der the shadows of which the
Chureh is now lying, it will be puri-
fled as by fire. But during the
orden! it will need the help and
guldnuoce of Jehovah, as will ench
and every one of its members. A
strong combination of opposigg
powers has been formed
the purpose of waging upon the
Haints n warfare designed to result
in their destruction; and the hand-
ful of people who are thus threaten-
ed and imperiled, can look to no
earthly source of power for help, or
even sympathy, and must rely upon
the God whom they worship and
their owu eftorts nided by Him who
rules on high.

The servants of the Lord who
oecupy the posltions of watchmen
and leaders of His people, in survey-
ing the environments of the Church,
perceive the advisablijity of the
Bnints making a stroog, earnest,
humble and wupited appeal to
Jehovah. The help of the Al-
mizhty s needed not only for the
protectlion of the Cbureh from the
power of ita enemies who operate
from without, and tight agninst it
with such wenpons and meaus as
men in the flesh are fmmiliar with,
but also to aave it from the foes that
operate within its body, the pale
of its organization. [nusidious,
temptations of n peculiarly dan-
gerous and potent character are
presented to theSalnts, in their pwn
religious, social and family circles,
which many find 1t difficult to re-
sist, and which sap the spiritual life
of such as yleld to them. The
Baints have need to humble them-
selves, to repent, and to  plead with
the Lord for spiritual light, strength
and deliverance.

Prayers, to avail with God, must
be oftfered in faith, Faith comes by
sacrifice; hence when the pleasures
and ¢raviogs of the flesh are sacri-
ficed in a proper inapner and from a
proper motive, the faith of a true
believer in the Gospel becomes
stronger. Thus it 18 that prayers
which are offered by one who is
fasting have greater weight with
the heavens, The petitioner,by the

sacrifice he is making, acgquires iu-

cruased fith, and places bimself in
closer harmony with those sptritun)
influences that radiate fromi the
throne of the Almighty. His flesh
being subdued, it is easier for him to
subdue his spirit, and to attain to

for-

thatcondition of meeknessand humi-
lity which calls forth the sympathy
apd responsive mercy of his Heav-
euly Futher. These are among the
reasons why it i8 desirable that tke
Hnints should observe, as strictly
and universally as may be consist-
ent with wisdom, to fust during the
period specitied in the instructions
that have been given by the First
Presidency of the Church.

A portion of the directions that
have been given upon this subject,
and heretofore published in these
columns, we here reproduce:

“The fast ia to commenne at sundown
on the 22d imst.  und continue wntil

undown on the 23rd, and it is expect-
ed that thy members of the Church
will haye a{)ecial priayer meetings at
home, and In their ward assemblies,
and in those places set apart for thosa
purposes. The Presidency of theSalt
Lake Slake of Zion desire the Bishops
in the different wards to make nrrange-
ments for meetings on the 23rd inétant,
aceording to their rewpective ecir-
cumstnnees. In  this  ecity it is
recommended that in nddition 0
the regular mestin on  Sun-
day ovening, the 22nd inst., morn-
ing and afternoon mectings be held
on the 23rd, and (hat io the enrly
morning and between the meelings on
that day, prayer meetings ho held in
the places specially set apart for that
object.

“All thijs should be done in thespirit
of meekness aud fuith. There ought
to be no cxpressions or desires for
wrath and judgment upon those who
bave persecuted, reviled and falsely
accused us and who seek to oppress
us, but ruther that they may tura from
their wigked wnys nnd be led to do
right.

It is to be boped that all business
plnces econducted or controlled by
members of the Church witl be closed
on the 23rd inst., so that persons em-
ployed- there may be free to fast and
B;ay and attend the meetings that will

convened. This is an important
matter, and the results that will sure-
ly acerue will be of vastly more
value than ygold and silver and any
material interests that may be lu-
volved.”

In orderto he in harmony with
the spirit and proprieties of the duy

of fasting and prayer, this oftice will

be closed on MonJay, and no paper
will b issued until Tuesdny next.
We understaud that there willbe a
general closing of business cstah-
{ishments of Latter-day Saints on
that day, though some of them
bave announced that they would
open at filve o’clock in the after-
noon.

GROUNDLESS INDICTMENTS.

IN our columns appears 4 state-
ment in relation to the indict-
ments specially found agninst Muyor

Francls Armstrong and Marshal |

Bolomon. The grounds upon which
the indietments were found for
misappropriation ¢f public funds of
Salt Linke City, are creuitable rath-
er than indictable. There is noclaim
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that the money was not actually
paid, but to the contrary, and
the outlay was in the interest of
law, order and morality. Had the
|ludicted gentlemen not sought
to enforce the municipal ordinances
they would have been charge-
ahie with eulpable neglect, and had
they uot pald for the service ren-
dered in that line they would have
been guilty of dishonest couduct.
The publi¢c will also note the facts
ussocinted with the cases growiog
out of the paymeut of nmounts to

Judge Elius Bmith as salary
connected with the office of
supervisor of couuty aftairs.

How do these indictments ngree
with the theory of impartiality con-
nected with the office and functions
of n jury? There never wasagrand
jury, inour opinion, that operated
with stropger prejudice, nor one
that sourht ns uuserupulgusly to iu-
jure inpocent men as the one who
made a politieal report to the court n
week ago toduy.

MORE DEFAMATION OF THE DEAD.

THE fuct 18 siated in snother
tarticle that the late grand jury of
| the Third District indicted the lute
Mr. Joseph G. Rompey, who died
eighteen monthe since. It isunder-
| stood that the same body of inguisi-
tioual imbeciles also indicted the
late Bishop Bamuel R. Bennion, of
Taylomaville,”

That muel respected veternn died
during last summer. A more frank
and hooest man than he was ean
searcely be found. Just how many
dead men were indicted by the
recent political jury is net at present
kuown.
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L. D. 5. COLLEGE.

' The exercises incident to the
conclusiou of the tirst term of the

fourth ncademic year of the
Latter-day Sainte’ College were
held in the Bocinl Hall, December

tzmh, commencing at 11 a.m.

A well-rendered selection,“Home
of our Youth,?’ by the choir opened
the proceedings, and prayer was
offered by Brother lsruel Barlow,
one of the students.

A duet, **God bless our Mouutain
Home,?’ was given by Mirs Mamie
Clark and Bro. Alien R. Cutier,
with cherus by the choir.

An eloquent address in behalf of
the theologicul orgnmizatiouw was
delivered by Brother Nathan lor- -
ter, who dwelt upon the instruc-
tious given in theology in the vari-
ous classes and exercises devoted to
that hrapch, and pald a beautiful
tribute to the spirlt nccompanying
such instructions.

He wans followed by anothrer
student, Miss Aretta Young, who
spoke in behalf of the Iadies of the




