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dladialogueDialogne between two farmers on thethit
s drouth

brambierbrumblerGrambler I1 never did seethesee the like whawhatt
is the use of trying old rules the
roost and here are all of my crops just like tin-
der I1 have about gin up I1 dondonttseesee any use
of prayingrig or believing such weather for faith
if I1 dondontI1 t guess providence has gone off and left
us in the lurch

constant you wicked man to talk so in
truth if you are in that way of thinking I1 rec-
kon you will catch it by andryeand bye even dryer
and hotter than it is here what right have
you to criticisecriticismcritic ise the supreme being as if liehe did
not understand himself do you know so much
bettbetterr thanthat he that you would be willing to take
the superintendence for a while

G well neighbor you are a pretty
apologist for providence butIbut I1 should likeilkediketoto
know if you can tell what mortal goodgool this dry
time does why dont it rain why dont it
ought to rain myaly cabbages say they want it
to rain and have not they a right to expect it
on04 saturday it clouded up every sign was good
it lightened thundered and then all blew over
and here we are monday morning as dry as
eyerever and only a little cooler I1 am sick of it

C neighbor grumbler I1 am no learned
man but I1 can mention some reasons why a
drouth is a good thing notwithstanding your
crops are as dry as tinder and yyourour cabbages
will not head now perhaps one reason why
you and I1 hav1e got this hard time is to wean us
a little from this eveeverlastingevirlastingblasting talk about corn and
potatoes and wheat and money as itif they were
the only things in the world I1 tell you it is
good for us toto be checked off a little we need
it I1 do and from your style of talking you do
too I1 should judge do we suppose god built
this great globe merely to be a potatoe hill if
we do the sooner that rangerange of ideas is brought
to a period the better whether by drouth or po-
tato rotsrot or whatever way liehe pleases we grub
and grovel so much in the earth that it seems
as if the old dame had some spirit in her and
she scowled her face in very dry wrinkles as
much as to say 1 I1 wont serve you churls any
longer you behave so ill I1 will put you on
shortabort allowance until you come to your senses
amaagain what are you always grumbling and
soscolding0o I1ding and fretting and worryworryinging aboutyou are a perfect set of ingratesingrates I1 will give
you some reason to scold once in your life
when it rains it is so wet you are all afraid all
the crops will mildew and you cannot get your
hay and when it iss dry you are all on another
string and you vex yourselves with a thousand
imaginary evils that never come 21 now ffor0r
my part I1 think there is where mother eartearthh
hashag us neighbor grumbler

G you are a cute onesonaone but I1 have not yet
heardbeard what the use of thisthin ere drouth is and
that is just what I1 should likefike to know about j

this time of day
C friend G you know as much about it as

I1 do I1 dont prele d to know that is my point
that we must go in these things by faith not by
sightbight not by knoknowledgemedoeMedge ilowflow should I1 know
ppunyuny lilliputiann as I1 am on this great ball of
earth swinging at the rate of thirty three miles
a second round the sun and the sun round some-
body else and somebody else round hercules
and so on and so on I1 dont pretend to stand
as god almighty s interpreter but I1 can just
make a little fuessguess you know that will do no
mischief anyhow I1 kind of reckon this is one
of naturesnature3 FALLOW YEARS ohio wants to
rest in 1854 it has had a pretty hard time
raisralsraisinging wheat and corn and grass andan it peaches
and trees and cattlecatlie and has got rather run
down ilerher constitution is a very fine buckeye

then there is such a thing as being
ledzed up so with pennsylvania so with newN L
york and most of the statesstales the powers of
nature thetho goddesses ofif stream and soil and oak
trees and wheat fields say to themselves well
it is of no use these persevering yankees will
bleed us to death we mayinay as well hold on a little
as tobe all run out so soon

now this yearvear we will stop their proceedings
and let the saltsalti and alkalis and phosphates
have time to get up their steam again and by
another year they can have a good crop but if
we let them spin this rig andarid have no check
they will run ohio and indiana ac as low as
chindchina where there is not
in the earth to raise a stalwart two legged man
but only a sort ofapper counterfeit of humanity
in which the acoustic nerve has got so low that
they think gongs are music there it is
this is the FALLOW vearYEAR providence says to
the fields this is the jubilee year you may rest
you need not break your backs carrying stacks
of corn and wheat and should rincy big loads of
hayshay and great oxen and providence says to
the skies you need not cry yourselves to death
this year but hold up a while and have a googoodd
laughing time with theHIP sunrun andarid moomoonanemoonnandand stars
without any fit of sulks and Providprovidenceelleeettee baysybayst
tuto the brooks and rivers do not always be tum-
bling dawn and breaking your necks just be
quiet for a season aridand take things easy and not
be in suchsuph an everlasting hurryflurry and worry with
running down hill instead of walking as the
geneel gait in3

and says to the little apachesches
and 0too sm illlii pointeds aniend the wizened up
plumbs andard pearfearnowpearnownotnov this yeyarar yyouou may do as
you yuyiu need not crack your cheeks
open torforor atiat tyrant imnmin if vouyou dont want to
for whittwhat will yhuyon get for it ifyou do but be

lisinsits jiwa andandi swallowed up
no just be c 01olical and dry aridand bmwgrav just as much
ai youou please and j istas1stast as litterlittle and justjast as slow
and let kiihn w ihchitit niltill hisllis scoldingscolding and fret-
ting willvill not iii ke a bit of dlfdifdifferencefarence with your

conduct let every little fairy in theihe melonmeion
patches aridand wethe orchards and the pai terres of
flowers declare its independence this summer ofoe
its cruel lord and say let me alone this year
thusthui good farmers let a part of their jarmsfarms lie
fallow some seasons and good providence in
the asamecame way takes things into its wise control
and when man would push ahead too fastfat and
too far it says ett the united statesslates lie fallow
this summer and convalesce 11

G well there is something in what you
have said a pretty bright idea a8 fact
but I1 doritdont see yet as it does mankind much
good to have drouthadrouths for they are as cross about
it as if they thought they had been personally
abused and providence had insulted them by
not making the earsears otof the corn longer and the
pears and apples bigger cheekedcheckedche eked come

1 nelahneigh-
bor 7C you must conconfessresso that this year has not
been favorable to gratitude or contentment but
it has been a succession of hope hope scold
scold and I1 wish it would rain and why dont
it rain and I1 do not believe it ever will rainrain

C then it is all the worse for mankind is
all I1 have to say if thetheyy wiwill11 not take the hintyhintshint
ruchsuch a gentle one as they have got this year
that they are men and not gods in the world
perhaps they will get one next year which they
will understand for provdenci has in its
great bundle other rods which will tingle even
worse but then the farmers will learn by these
great droutha many lessons they will like
naughty boys at school cry and scold and pout
awhile but they will study their book better in
the end they will acquire the european habitbabit
of irrigationirrigations and practice better farming and
gardening they will feel their deperdependencedence
more on a higher power than their own and
not abuse naturenatures as if they had a right to meet
her with a pistol and say stand and deliver like
highwaymeni gawa men instead of being suppliants for her
fafavorsv rs andnd grateful when slid gives them be
sides neighbor grumbler the joke of0 the whole
thing is that with all our own complaints we
havehavil enough and to spare there you have
at this moment wheat to sell if you would sell
it

there are millions nann millions of bushels I1

of wheat and corn in ohio this blessed year
and if we farmers do not hoardboard it up to get a
higher pricprice and thus grind the faces of the
poor and stinstintt the little childrenchildrsn of their bread
and butter all will have enough not withstand 1

ing the drouth of 1854 so let us go home and
get our grain and sell it at anall honest pricedriceprices and
not try to cheat gods children of the grain all 1

the fall and winter after murmuring all the
spring and summerslimmer because gods providence
did not make our crop fifty bushels to the acre
instead of fifteen or twenty five let us keep
it too out of the handlhandi of speculators and let
war prices go to general kresach ati asky or
some other crack jaw russians where they be
jonglong and last and riotnot least let us not hive up
allaila11 the small silver change so that there will be
none in market 1

exeunt farmer grumbler with an accelerated
pace and farmer constant with highishi usual heavy
but honest gait cincinnati columbian

from the new yorktorte evening post

AN HOUR AT THE ASSAY OFFICE
what becomes of the gold doubtless this isis

the question that some readers are often puzzled
to answer they hear of the safe arrival of
large quantities at this port butbat after that they
know nothing of it except when they are re
minded of its presence by the sightright of some
bright newly stamped coins which however
has a proverbial facility forlor takingg to itself wings
before the possessor has had time to reflect
whence it comes or whitherwhitlerer it goes

if our inquisitive readers will take a walk with
us to tilethe granite building adjoining the custom
house inin wall street and now occupied as the
united states assay office they will be able to
satisfy their curiosity here the valuee of the
gold brought into our city isis determined and it
isis prepared for coinage or cast inin bars lorfor traniran
shipment the assay office proper where the
melting refining parting and other operations
upon the gold are performed isis in the rear of the
building frontingfronIron ting on wall street in front are
tiietire sub treasurer office and weighing room
and the private rooms of various incumbents of
government ollices

let us first visit the weighing room here
all the deposits whether inin bars or dust gener
ally hoeverhowever inin dustdast are first brought and
here their original weight isis ascertained the
dust isis not as might be inferred from the name
a fine bright yellow powder buthut looks rather
like dingdingyy brass colored granite broken byiby a
hammer into the fineness of ordinary turk 3s
island salt aflerafter weighingfr the deposit is
carried into treasurer s vault in the asay
office proper whence it is taken and melted

the melting is done in cruciblesCruci bles
two or three gallons over a coal fornacefurnace17 mace heated
to an intensity that would satisfy

himself the poor swarthy bhoj
superintendssuper intends with a longiongionlon handled ladiadladee say ten
feet in lenienlengthah even at ahatchatthat distance turns to a
most huebue of complexion and hashils to
abandon the work in a ew hours for the rest otof
the day in an hour or two the contents of the
crucible can be dipped out and the molten mass
poured into molds by which it is shaped into
bars of about three hundredbundred ouncesounce each

the gold isis then returned to the vault of the
and refiner a cell some twelve feet square

with two iron doors secured by fourour locks and
with granite walls putputteaethertogether with cannencanninballs inserted between the stones in such a
manner as to defy the most ingenious and per-
severingse eribo burglar four men are appointed to

sentinel this depository Vt nightnight and a similar
provision is made for thethe treasurer s vault where
the ggold0 ld thai hasfias gongone through

i
all tilethe processes

which are appointed for ilit is placed
on entering this vault we were not at first

impressed with the appearance of what wasas
there exhibited but howflow muchbuchit it expanded
ones estimate of what lie saw when informed
that that diminutive pile of golden bricks was
worth half a million there it lay as hoodnood11

I1 1says
gold gold gold gold
bright and yellow hardbard indprid cold
mottonmelton graven hammered midand rolledtolled
1leavyheavy in10 get rind liblit to hold

bartbirtbarteredered boullit and sold
stolen borrowed ed doled
spurnedpu nednel by the voting buthhuth ged bv the oldto ttiietiree very verge oatlie churchyard mold
PCprice ofor ininan any a crime untold fi
gold gold gold gold
good or bad a thousand udfuld

but to return to business the gold is next
to be assayed that is to have its value and i

fineness ascertained by a delicate chemical pro-
cess which is performed in this wise on each
deposit which stilleill retains with its gold the
various impurities with whichi aich ilit first came out
of the mine two bars are selected at random
and a small shaving of a prescribed weight is
cut from eachrach A pair of scales is employed
so delicate that the thousandth part of a grain
will turn it to weigh them separately they
are then wrapped round in a thin coating of lead
and having beenben put into little cups called cup
elseis made of phosphate of lime or in plain
english of burnt bone are suisutsubjectedejected to an in-
tense heatbeat at once the lead melts and uniting
with the copper and other foreign ingredients of
the gold assists the oxidizing and with themthein
is absorbed into the porous substancencenee of the cupcu 1

leaving no sign except a dark stain of its pre-
sence

but the gold still shines out in the cup ini
by a tritriflingflingflina wash of silversliver looking like a

small button to separate these it is placed on
an anvil and flattened with a hammer to such a
thinness is may make it permeable to the nitric
acidacia in whichwh ch it must now be immersed A
small longjong necked bottle called a con-
tains this fluid into which liehe drops the button
the bottle is heated over a furnacefurnacenaco and tilethe acid
completely absorbs tilethe remaining alloy leaving
the gold perfectly pure with only a slight black
covering ofoxidized alloy which is removed byay
annealing the adhering acids are then wash-
ed off and all h has to do is to re weigh the
two shavings of gold and to ascertain how much
thetheyy have lost by the chemical chanchangesorescres they
hhavee been put through ilehe thus discovers
wwhathat proportion of purpuree metal is remainedned in a
givengive n part otof a depositdep and from this judges of
ahe fineness and value of the deposit itself ththe
owner then can receive its value in purepum bars of
other gold and go on his divway resigning all
claimclaim to the original quantity which he broubroughtglit
to the office the responsibility of thetire
and refiner now begins ilishis business is merely
batthathat of his predecessor only on a less delicate
andruchand much larger scale i c to free the entire
deposit fronifrom alloyI1 we bee the workmen in tilethe
granulating room sweltering over seven large
furnaces along the sides we notice that the ce
ment floor of the apartment is covered about
two inches deep with
which small particles of gold or silver havehoveho vf been
careleEcarelesslybly or unavoidably dropped it will not
do to lose themithem and so at certain perica the
floor is carefully swept and the sweeping dirt
and

1
all with the mens aprons the discarded

cruccrucicruciblesblesbies ladles etc are collected burnt
ground and otherwise transformed till a ververy
considerable revenue of taltai is obtain-
ed what it amounts to in the assay
office has not been definitely stated but WPwe
were told that at the mint in philadelphia it
camecrime to the handsome figure otof a year

liehie melting is now tobelobet attended to one
hundred pounds of silver to fifty of gold isI1

placed
it

in each cruciblecruci lileille the rule being two of the
itarmer to one of the latterlalier afterafler an hour and
a the two arearp rendered fluid and the
mixed metal is poured into a large copper vessel
containingcon cold water to which a mo
tionlion is given this motion liashas the
effect of preventing the solidification in a mas
of the metal causingcaus irig it to harden and sink to tilethe
bottombottoni in the form of flakes or grains hencealence
it is called the process cf granulation and the
mixed metal from the excess of silver in its
composition is called granulatedgranil silver

it is certaicertainly beautifully whitewhile looking likeilke
the oxidized silversi iveriven that we see among the orna-
mentsments of a jewellerjewellersjewellerwellerss window as indeedinde d it is the
iisamesime thing ntnut only has it been melted itself
butlut it has facilitated the melting of the other
alloys of the gold and arferafter drawing them oafout
and minglinginglingin with I1 hem has completelycomp tely incrust
eiej the pure metalmetai that is concealedconceal in it

the metals are sap pirated in thetile parting roromm
where the granulated silver is carried wevve
find rounfour rows otof eight porcelain pots each with
a capacity of from twentywentyt to twenty four gallons
thy are placed in troughs of boilingbi lino saltpalt water
and into each isis turned oi01 e hundred ard fifty
pounds of thellie granulated or mixmixedd metalmetai oerover
which 13is poured as many pounpourpoundsds of nitric acid
this acid uniting with lleileliethe silver forms a
tionlion which is called nitrate of silver and thehe
effect of such an alliance is tnto feF

i

and sink
the pure gold to the bottom ofofalthee prlir the ni
tatetalet ate of L liver is then drawn off with a coidcold
saphan eroidfroid being the only metameto which can
wi hhand its achion and another charge of
nitric acid is applied to completecompi te thefile work

afteralter the bec ind charge has been in the same
manner remo e 1 wese at the bottom ofthe pot a
black unpromising sediment remaining but

the spectator mustroust not be discourageddiscon raedraged atthe
sediment is pure yellow gold as will be shown
by wanlung it a few times in warmworm water BO0 03its
ffreereefee it from the acidarid that still clings to its exte-
rior it now appears thoroughly pulverized and
fairly entitled to the name of gold dust

thetile next operation isis to solidify it by subject
iningg it to a pressure of two hundred tons from a
hahydrostaticprostaticdrostatic press whenhen it comes outouion in thetiie form
otof cheeses about a foot iiia diadiudiametermeter with a thick-
ness of three inches then put it on a furnace
heated red hotlot so sses to expel the last drop of
water from it and again melt it in a crucible
from whichwill ch it must also again be molded into
bars of fine gold varying according to their size
and fineness from to in value

I1 these are once moreinore assayed at the hands of
the assayer bybythethe process before explained
stamped to indicate their number fineness and
weight andaad committed to the vault of thehe trea-
surer therehere to await his disposal it is only
such bars that are received at the banks who are
ununwillingilling to accept thosetho e which have been as-
sayed without the authorityautho rityrily of the government
their conversion into money must be donedoue att
thetile folintA int in philadelphia

our merchants also for several reasons pre-
fer the gold bars to coin in making their foreign
payments in the first place they are cheaper
as they areareire compelled to pay giftyfifty cents on a
hundred dollars for money while tilethe charge for
bullion of thetile same value in bars is but six
cents theyaliey are moreovermoremoie over obviously more
acceptable to merchants abroad than our nation-
alI1 coin except in those countries where coin is
wanted to cupply emigrants bound for our
shoresshoes

the fineness of thetile bars manufacture dat tilethe
assay office as shown by its operations on0n the
last deposit of california gold was 9
sarisatisandldilisdillshs a success not hitherto equaled liyanabyany
other simi ar establishment when first deposit-
ed with the assayer it rangesrangepv on an average
from to thousandths ofpure metal ac-
cording to the requirements otof congress our
nenationaldional coin mustroust contain ten per cent of
alloyalloyieie one hundred parts out of every
thousand fine bars hyby the same rule are
required to consist of thousandths of pure
gold it ith a permission to refine as much further
as may be found possible

but to complete our account wenye should give
a report otof the fate of the silver drawn off in
solution with nitric acid from the porcelain pots
chichwhich we have mentioned all we havehake to say
is that it is emptied into an enormous vativatsvatsat near-
ly filledfil ed with a solution 0of common salt the
silver is thus precipitated that is sunk in a solid
formforo to the bottombollom becoming what is called
chloride of silver it is tilentheir freed from the
acids adhering to it in the same manner as we
have mentioned in the cafe of gold reducedreducea to
metallic powderpoa der by an li into vats con-
taining supburic acid and zinc washed pressed
dried and cheesed in precisely thellie samebame way as
gold and iais thus ready to be re melted and re
employed forfur the purification of the more
decious metal

such jsis a brief account of the processprocessesps used
I1by
actie

the new assay office in performing the
dutiess assigned bytheby the governgovernmentanent I1to0 it every
one knows how iipp and necessary it is to
the interests of buibulburnesabu inessnessnesa in allan immense com-
mercial city like nevnew york it has been too
recently established to enibleen ible us to presen Pany
statistics showing any thing more than ait proba-
blebl estimate of the extent off itsis opeepeoperationration for a
year A single arrival from california on an
averageav arage brings it a deposit of nearly a million
and a quarter in value and such arrivals occur
weekly this would give a monthly
lalion of five millions the machinery of0 the
office is enough trfor the annual assay ofluf fifty
millions fifty men are now employed in
carrying on itsils operaoper limsaliens

THE PLANT maryalary and kate two
poor children who resided near a hirial1 irgetrpe village
were going to sellsmil s each carped
a heavy basket fullruilfail kate murmured lindand ssighedig led
at every step while aeiry31 iry joked aud laughedla as
she plodded steadilysteadly forward il

nowhowillow calican youou stugh so your basket i s full es
heavy ao minemille and I1 am sure youou are no stronger
thailtha n 1I sad enteehte

why repliedd iarylarymary atustu seefee hatthat I1 took
c re lo10 put onoil the very lop of inymy busketa aprin
little plantlint andarid I1 can scarcelyicarcely felfeitelfi el any f at
al1 you should have done thetile sainesoine i

1 oh criedoled kate that must bekbeabe a wonderfulj jirusi

plant indeed I1 mouldwouldni gladly lighten my load vilhwith
it do tell me what it i s

marybiary answered tiietiletile precious plant whichliilir
lightens everyeiery I1lurden is called patikati enoeenop 8have patience my younyoung friend andind olf Pilllii
find al your tasks lightened and your lessons
easier JT11

1 I WOULDtl RATHER BEier SCOLDED talta tiILL A
LIElle alistil s wasas a nobenove reply whichluich augusA g-us

I1
I1

ade ard onone which we ebliish tlLI bosboys tvaafu e
embermember when any one them to telfleiftelfiaii4 4 se
hood one day when augustus waitvastas vt hn
grocery by hista molliermother to get somesiline milmii n a
pitcher robert wanted to go in lustedlutted nd
when they got into the street lie tried boftont0 orce
the pitcherlerier out of his Lrbrothersothers haudhand nilnirA U silsisitusua
hodfield the lierller fost till at last it ketkep tottoe
pieces in tlti e scuffle by fallingfailing on the grwildblidbrid

I1

thentilen augustus begin to cry bitterly A
who was in11 the street arldand saw how it hheppehedbed1 M
came up and told hlinblin to say when liehe galone M 1

11

that thetile woman who sold the mthm lk laddt kentherken thet
p teber t j

augustus wiped his eyes and looking faststwoutlyay in that peipelpersons face said that abiabltelling a lie I1 willaillA illlil tell the truth then myray mother
aill not scold me but if she should I1 douhtvo g
rather be scolded thtinnailall tell a llelie life Illuslilusillustotj


