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THE INQUISITION AT ROME IN
A. D. 1550. ‘
From the Western Recorder of July 11, 1850:
“Al2 meeliag in the Rotunda, Duablin, re-
eently, in connection with the ltalan kvan-
gelical Bociety, Mr. Philip Dixon Hardy
staicd tual he was anxious to pul a quesiion
to Dr. Acwlli. It had been denied thui soine
-of the things which were alleged to have ta-
ken place nad occurred. The queston he
wainted to pat was this:—Was it a fact that at
the time o Nino left Rame, the Inquisition
was 11 Rome, and 13 now in Kower This
had been demed, and he wished his friend to
- give an answer. .

Dr. Achilli thereupon arose and said:—

Pius 1X., on leaving Rowme wilh his cardi-

‘nals, leit there the Inquisition, and he left it

hoping that by weans of its work, he would
be the better able to return to Rome; and iL1s
the fact that the laquisition is stull m Rowse,
and was at work at Rome after the departure
of Pius LX.

Pius 1X. left Rome in the month of’ No-
vember, 1343, and I was in Rowe in the
moath of February, 134J; and in the sane
month of February, 184Y, the Roman repub-
lic was proclauned, and eight days atier the
proclamation of the republic, the Iu Deux
was chaunted in the cathedral of St. Peter's;
and I believe I stated here before, thalt on
that occasion, I, with ten or twelve of my
companions, visited the prison of the [nquisi-
tion. Thatis to say, we went lo examine
whether the palace of the Inquisition was at-
tended by any one or not, and this is what
we found:— | e

We found in this palace of the Inquisition
the commissary-general of the Inquisition,
together with his (wo companions, lus scere-
taries, and his chancellors, :}nd in addition to
that, we found the jailors of the lngusilion;
and 1 myself asked one of the jailors whether
there were any prisoners in the cells; be-
cause, 1 said, if there are jailors, we may
naturally suppose there are also prisoners.
But the jailor, according to the laws of lus
order and of the Inquisition, was not at liberly
to give me an honest answer, and was salis-
fied with merely shrugging up his shoulders;
but for me that answer was sufficient, and 1
auderstood by the shrug of his shoulders he
meant to say there were plenty of them.—
And it was ia conscquence of this aulomalie
answer, that iy companions, amongst whom
were some French ofticers, were very much
inclined to cause an uproar in tae Inquisition.
They wanted, right or wrong, lo exauuae
the ceils and dungeons, and to compel the
jailors to open the gates, but I begged of my
Sriends to desist itowm such a thing, and I ad-
vised the:n rather to make knowa this stale
ol matters (o the government.  And that was
done, and the government sent ofiicers to
verily whetier the Inquisition was still in
oneration, and they found matters as I have
desoribed thea.

In addition to that, the government found
theee prisoners in tae dungeons of the Inqui-
gition, and one of these prisoners was a bish-
ep that had been there in his cell for twenty-
five years, | will not wait to tell you the
reag:a why tiis aufortanale man was twen-
ty-fre years coniined in a dungeon. | only
siate tie fact that he had been, and was
thoere; aad this bistiop, together with another
Pras Jaer, were almost carried in triumph
warough the'streels of Rowe, and every child
in Rome kaows that Bishop Cashar, fron

aer

Cairo, was carried about in triumph after
having been delivered from the prison of
the Inguisition.

But I will tell you also of another case.
There was another of the prisoners of the
luquisition, although he was not immured in
the dungeons of the Inquisition itself, but
was imprisoned in one of the convents of
Rome; and whoever has been at Rome, will
know the convent of Franciscan Friars, call-
ed the convent of Aracoeli. This priscner
was a wretched monk, of about sixty years
of age, and this unlortunate creature had
been for twelve years immured in a most
horrible hole. 'This unfortunate man was
not a Roman—he was not an Italian, you
will be surprised to hear that he was an An-
erncan—mnot an inhabitant of the United
Hlates, but a man from the republies of the
»souta,

T'his wretched monk, when he heard the
republic was proelaimed in Rome, and that
the Inquisition was thrown open, contrived
by sowe means or other, to let it be known
that he was there, and the messenger brought
the news to the National Assembiy that this
poor man was & prisoner in the convent of
Aracoeli. A deputation was at once sent to
the superior of the convent, in order to ascer-
tain the truth of the matter, but the father
abbot strenuously denied it. However, they
compelled him by threatening him, and at
last he condescended to open the door of the
cell. The monk was drawn out, and the
wretlched man, after twelve years’ immure-
ment there, was almost reduced to blindness,
and he was scarcely able tostand on his legs,
and they had to support him to enable him to
go along. In this state he was brought be-
jore the National Assembly, and I was there
myself. I bave seen him withmy own eyes,
and if any one would deny it, 1 appeal to
Rome, to every one in Rowe, to contirm the
truth of waat 1 have stated.

On arriving at the National Assembly, the
monk was an objeet of natural curiosity, and
every one hastened around to examine him,
and every one was anxious to hear some-
thing from him, and he had but one answer
for all—*I have not the nost remote idea
why I was for twelve years kept in that dun-
geon, and 1 bad always settled in my mind,
and was al peace with myself, never having
tae slightest hope of seeing the daylight a-
gain.”” And he turned round. and thanked
tuem one afler another, for he said it was to
them he owed his life. He then asked for
some assistance to enable him to return to
his own counlry, and on the saime evening a
colicction was made up among us, and we
gave hiin a small sum to enable nim to re-
turi2 to America, and [ believe at this mo-
ment the monk is in South America, thank-
ful for his deliverance.

‘Therefore, there is no doubt the Inqguisi-
tion existed in Rowme up to the first days of
tne Roman republic; and that the Inquisition
wis restored with the return of the papal
government, as 1 am myself a living proof;
and when you consider that the papal gov-
ernment itself has not the hardihood 1o deny
that I was in the Inquisition—when the goy-
ernment has confessed and acknowledged it,
you will searcely find any one else to deny it.
Therefore you mnay conciude from this, that
the Inquisition is still in existence at this
present inoment in Rome; and if 1 were rash
enough to go to Rome now, I will just tell
what would happen—though you may well

guess it—I don’t thivk I would ever see the
face of the sunagamn.”

Also: “The correspondent of the Morning
Chroniele, at Rune, shows to what a fearfil
condition the despotic government of the
‘Holy Father’ has brougut the city of the
Cewesars:—'The population, which was 180,
00U, is reduced 1o 150,000; the Lnquisition is
re-established; the Pope and clergy beld in
contetnptand hatred; thousands killed by the
sword or musket during the siege; widows,
orphans, bankrupts and distress in every
shape; spies and sbirn prowli ng about in
scarch o1 their prey; (the Liberals) diffidence
intreduced into families, all social ties rent
asunder: an eciapty treasury; papal currency
at & discount ot 13 per eent.; all the medical
men and lawyers of any talent driven into
eXile; commerce annihilated, and young men
of respectable families without emp]ny%mnt,
and mwany without food.” "
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157" We wish every little boy in -I)eseret te
read the following letter of elder Smith to

his son, and practice the advice there given, -

and it will do themn good.

Crpax Ciry, Iron Co,,
Deseret, Feb. 13, 1851,

My Dear Son :—As the falling snow drives
me into my wagon, I take my pen to give a
few words of advice to you, my dear child,
from whose society I am by duty called.
Leaving you, at a time when You much need
a fathers’s watchful care, to the charge of
your mother, in yourninth year, you are
no doubt, bF:if:'t by many temptations, and n;
you are now lorming your character for life
you must vemember the value of time, and
give every possible attention to the acquire-
ment ol knowledge ; remember, my son, thy
Creator in childhood ; and every Sabbath day
be sure to attend the church, and hear the
instructions there given : be careful to con-
duct yourself well, and remember as much of
the preaching as you .can. Never indulge
in swearing or profane language ; kee p cut of
the company of such boys as use  vile lan-
guage of any Kind. Study always to know
what is right before you act, and then ¢o a-
head, and in this way you will seldomn do
wiong. In thy heart pray to the Lord in all
sincerity at all times, to direct thy ways in
wisdom ; and never doany thing thai will be
displeasing to the Lord or your parents in
the seeret place or openly. When school is
done go direetly home, and do hot piay by
the way or loiter your time away. Make
the best improvement of your time at scRool,
for you widl soon be a man, then you will
have use for all you can learn; and if you
squander away your time at school you will
always be sorry for the los8 of what you can-
not regain: tiake all the pains in your power
to make your mother comfortable, and never
go and leave her without her knowledos and
consent, and avhen you ecome back 1e1] her
where yom hive been and what you have
been doing in your ahbsence. In this
way you will make her always feel safe about
you, and ycu will be kept from many difii-
cullica. Make a practice of going to Led
early and gzet up early in the moming, nnd
your mind will be clear and you can leira
faster than by sitting up late.  The hahit of
doing busincss in the night ecunsels which |
have atiended hes been mjurions 1o heslth,
and 1 am gradually gring oot of the prasiice,
My scn, for the japrorement of your lan.




