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had made to them. Where there were
no manjfestations of this power, Jesus
attributed it to the want of fajth. It ie
snid that He did no mighty works in
dertain places because of the unbelief
of the people. Butal no time durlng
His ministry did He say to the people
or convey the idea that there wae a
Hmit to the bestowal of power or the
communication of God’s will to the
children of men, On the contrary, He
#aid that whosoever would do the worke
that He commanded he should knew
for himself conecerning the doctrine;
continually impressing upon them that
there would be commu nication from the
Father to thoss who sought to know
concerning the doctrines tbat were
taught. Everyone who reads the
.New Testament can perceive this. If
it were not for traditlon and for the
et that theee blessings are not en-
Joyed to sny extent at the preeent
time,the reader of the New Testament
would inevitably come to the conclu-
pion, from the words of the Bavicr and
His diseiples, that those blessings,gifts,
powers and communicatlons were not
igtended for that time alone, but were
to bu bestowed upon the people of God
in all ages, it they would live 8o as to
receive them. Jesur never said thut
these gifts and blessings were intende.
for the people of that day,and for then
alone.

In our day there ie that same spirit
of unbelief that there was formerly.
Jesus repronched the Jewe with garo-
ishing the eepulchres of the Prophets
whom their fathers had killed. They
held the memory of the dead Prophets
in great esteein; at least, they professed
to do so. They said, '*If we bad been
in the days of our fathers, we would
pot have been partakers witb them in
the blood of the Prophets.”  Yet
Jesus Himself, the Bon of God, walk-
ing in their midst and perferming the
mighty works which He did, was re-
jecied by them, and finally erucified.
In this manpoer they testified that
they were the children of those who
klifed the Prophets, and that they were
possersed with the same spirit, When
one readsof the mighty works which
were performed by the Lord, tbe wou-
der arises how it waa possibie for such
a being to be rejected by them. The
Book of Mormon gives an explanation
of this. It sayethat no nation on the
face of the earth but the Jews would
have Jone to the Son of @od that
which wasdoune to Him. They were
80 wicked, so hardened in their hearts,
and so determined to reject God and
Hisservanta, that they were ready to
crucify the Son of Gol Himself, and
did cruecify Him. Well, as I have
pajd, there is a good deal of the same
spirit In our day. Magnificent strue
turea sre reared Lo the merory pf the
men who once talked with God. There
is not a oity in christendom where
there are no temples reared bearlog
the names of the men who suffered
martyrdom because they were tbe
gervanls of God—t. Peter, 8t. Paul,
ft. Mark, St.jLuke, Bt. Andrew; and
all those eainted personager were puce
derpised, derided, persecuted, cast oul,
and finally killed. What wag their
crime? ’l¥hey ptofessed to have re-
ceived revelation from God, to be His
servants, and to bave received au-
thority to act fn His name; and
because they did this, men eocught to
kill them, Not many generations-had

| ing dootrine prevailed, Aand professed

passed away, however, when they be-
¢ame the honored among men. They
were extoled and held up as examples.
Ranctity wae attributed them. Mirag-
ulous power was attributed toanytbhing
that had been in their possession. The
places of their martyrdom were consid-
ered pacred. And anything thatcould
be done has been done by different
generatione to show that if they had
lived cotemporary with them {hey
would not have perseculed them or
slain them, Itis so in this lend of
America. And yet one of the greatest
crimes almost that & man ¢can commit
today, and one that will arouse the
fiercest hatred, and stir up the’ most
violent persecution, is to ge inte the
cities of this land and say that God has
talled him to be His se-van!, and thal
he hae authority from God to preach
His Goepel and to administer the ordi-
pances thereof,according to the ancient
pattern, It would be incredible, if
experience bad oot proved it to us,that

such a testimony in Lthese days
would produce such resulta. A
man who had received authority

from God would paturally think that
if he wére to go into & cburch called
after vpe of the martyred Apostles the
people would be glad to hear him; that
all he would have to do would be to ray
that be had received the same authority
from God that St. Peter, or St. Paul, or
St.John had, and the congregation and
the pastor would fnvite him to tell
them what he had to say. One would
think thattbey would want to hear hig
message, because knowing well that
men of God have been mar{yrad, they
would hesitate about rejecting a com-
munication from such a source. But
how diflerent is the experience that
Latter-dey Saints have gajned in this
respeci! Joseph Smith, a boy, un-
trained in the schoois of divinity—euch
a onein some respects as were the
apncient servants of God—came for-
ward at n time when there was Do
voice heard from heaven and nobedy
knew anytbing about the mind and
will of God; when confusion concern-

minpisters ot Jesus Qhrist guarreled
over important and essential pointe of
doetrine, there being no man on the
earth who bad the nuthority to decide
which was correct. In the midst of

this cootusion Joseph Bmith ap-
peared and said: “God bas spoken
to me from the heavens.

He hae revealed His mind and will.
He has told me that all the churches
have gone astray; that the Priesthood
which was once on the earth had been
withdrawn, and that He will restore it
again to man, with the apcient gifts
and blessinga.” Now, oue would
imagine that, there being such con-
fusion in religious matters, and with
the experience of the past, humble, un-
lettered men having been choeen by
God so frequently as His meesengera,
men would eay, “‘let us listen 1o this
young man’s words and ree w hether
heis indeed wbat he pro‘esses to be.”
But how different was the procedure! l

No zooner did e make this announce-
ment than be wae bhated and perse-
cuted. He kpew, he said, that Godi
had spoken to him, and that angels
| hud ministered to him. He knew it
juat as weil us Paul kpew that on his
| way to Damsscus he had heard s voice
| from henven. Until it wus dlsproved,
lhfs testimony was #8 good Paul’s, and

he was entitled to be listened to, at
least, But the lessons of the past were
lost upon them, and the minipters of re-
ligion did exactly what théir pred&
cessors had done among the Jews; (i
we ail know that it was the religious
element among the Jews— the men
who obeerved most etrictiy the law of
Moses, who were the teachers of the
people, and who set themselves up as
patterns of propriety— that persecuted
the Sen of God. Joseph Smith’s sole
crime coneisted in saying that God had
again spoken® from tbe heavens, and
that He had revealed His mind and
will to man once more, He was an
inoffenfive person. He was not in-
flueniial. ¢ wae not in a position to
do any harm to anybody. But it is ex-
traoruinary now to look back and see
the storm that was aroused by his
declarations. He afterwards testified
that he and Qliver Cowdery bhad re-
ceived angelic ministratione, and had
had the Priesthood conferred upon
them—the authority by which God em-
powers His servants to administer
holy ordinances.

Now, there are large nuinbera of
people who call themselves ministers
of Jesus Christ; but to be s minister
of the Lord Jesus Christ n maD must
have power and authority from Him te
act in His name. When Petersaid o the
assembled multitude on the day of Pen-
tecost, ‘‘repent and be baptized every
one of you, for the remission of your
9ins,”” he made & promise unte them
as to what the eflect would be if they
would obey his words. When they
were baptized, there is not & doubt that
{heir sins were remitted, because the
man who made the promise spoke ip
the name of heaven, and heaven cou-
firmed bis worde by remitting theains
of those who obeyed his words. The
Holy Ghost was also bestowed upon
them. It is a remarkable thing thut
notyithstanding the thousands of pro-
fesred ministers throughout tbe Jand,
there were none at the time of which
spenk who conuld make this promise,

he Lord told Joseph Smith tbat that
authority had been withdrawn (rom
the earth, The evidences of this were
to be seen in the Absence of power, of
heavenly blessings and gifte, of union,
and of all those great characteristics
which accompanied the work of Godd
in the daye of Jesus and His A postles.
He testified that this authority bad
been restored and that he had received
the administration of holy nngels. Why
should this testimony startle anybody?
I know that at the time he made the
declara#on it was a most startling
thing; for people were not familiar

then, B8 they are somewhat
now, Wwith  mspiritual manifesta-
tions. Bpiritualism bad not been
heard of. It required the Ltrue

church to come before an imitation or
a bogus was neccssary to deceive the
people. But it should notstartie any-
body that angels should ecome to re-
store that which.was lost, How else
could it Le obtained, if there was ne
man on theearth whe had theauthori-
ty? There wua copaisieney in the state-
ment that Joseph Smith made. He
said that John the Baptist came and
ordained him and ' his companion.
They botb testified to this. VWhy was
it pecessary that John the Baptlat
should come? Because he-had authori-
ty from God to bnptize people in water
for the remission of their sine. He held



