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had made to them where there were
no manifestations of this power jesus
attributed it to the want of faith it is
said that he did no mighty works in
certain places because of the unbelief
of the people but at no time during
his ministry did he say to the people
or convey the idea that there was a
limit to the bestowal of power or the
communication of gods will to the
children of men on the contrary he

saidaid that whosoever would do the works
that he commanded he should know
for himself concerning the doctrine
continually impressing upon them that
there would be communication from the
father to those who sought to know
concerning the doctrines that were
taught everyone who reads the
nownew testament can perceive this if
it were not for tradition and for tbtth
fact that these blessings are not en-
joyed to any extent at the present
ti methe reader of the new testament
would inevitably come to the conclu-
sion from the words of the savior and
his disciples that those blessings girts
powers and communications were not
hiintendedtended for that time alone but were
to be bestowed upon the people of god
in all ages if they would live so as to
receive them jesus never said that
these gifts and blessings were intended
for the people of that day and for then
alone

in our day there is that same spirit
of unbelief that there was formerly
jesus reproached the jews with garn
ashing the sepulchreschres of the prophets
whom their fathers hadbad killed they
held the memory of the dead prophets
in great esteem at least they professed
to do so they said ifif we hadbad been
in the days of our fathers we would
not have been partakerspartakers with them in
the blood of the prophets yet
jesus himself the son of god walk-
ing in their midst and performing the
mighty works which he did was re
jeciesmed by them and finally crucifiedI1inn this manner they testified thit
they were the children of those who
killed the prophets and that they were
possessed with the same spirit when
one reads of the mighty works which
were performed by the lord the won-
der arises how it was possible for such
a being to boobe rejected by them the
book of mormon gives an explanation
of this it says that noDO nation on the
face of the earth but the jews would
have donedone to thehe son of wodgod that
which was dontdone to him they were
so wicked so barhardeneddeDed in their hearts
and so determined to reject god and
his servants that they were ready to
crucify the son of god himself and
did crucify him well as I1 have
said there is a good deal 0off the same
spirit in our day magnificent struc-
tures are reared to the memory of the
men who once talked with god there
is not a city in christendom where
there are no temples reared bearing
the names of the men who suffered
martyrdom because they were the
servants of god st peter st paul
st mark StSMlLukeluke st andrew and
all those sainted personages were bouce
despised derided persecuted cast out
and finally killed what was their
crime they professed to have re-
ceived revelation from god to be his
servants and to have received au-
thority to act in his name and
because they did this men sought to
kill them not manyMADY generations had

pawedpassed away however when they be
came the honored among men they
were extolled and held up as examples
sanctity was attributed them mirac-
ulous power was attributed toanythinganything
that had been in their possession the
places of their martyrdom were consid-
ered sacred and anything that could
be done has been done by different
generations to show that itif they had
lived with them they
would not have persecuted them or
slain them it is so in this land of
america and yet one ofaf the greatest
crimes almost that a man can commit
today and one that will arouse the
fiercest hatred and stir up the most
violent persecution is to go into the
cities of this cadd and say that god has
calledballed him to be his and that
he has authority from god to preach
his gospel and to administer the ordi-
nances thereof accord ing to the ADancientchent
pattern it would be incredible if
experience had not proved it to us that
such a testimony in these days
would produce such results A
man who had received authority
from god would naturally think that
if he wereware to go into a church called
after one of the martyredmarty red apostles the
people would be glad tuto hearbear him that
all he would have to do would be to say
that he hadbad received the same authority
from god that st peter or st paul or
stjohn had and the congregation and
the pastor would invite him to tell
them what he had to say one would
think that they would want to hearbear his
message because knowing well that
men of god have been martyredmarty red they
would hesitate about rejecting a com-
municationmuni cation from such a source but
how different is the experience that
latter day faintsailts have gained in this
resrespects joseph smith a boy un-
trained in the schools of divinity such
a ont an some respects as were the
ancient servants ot god came for-
ward at a time when there was no
voice heardbeard from heaven and nobody
knew anything about the mind and
will ofif god when CODconfusionfUSiOn concern-
ing doctrine prevailed and professed
ministers of jesus christ quarreled
over important and essential points of
doctrine there being noDO man on the
earth who hadbad the authority to decide
which was correct in the midst of
this confusion joseph smith ap-
peared and said god has spoken
to me from the heavens
he hasbee revealed his mind and will
he has told me that all the churches
have gone astray tutteat the priesthood
which was once 0onD the earth had been
withdrawn and that he will restore it
again to man with the ancient gifts
and blesblessingssinge 12 now oueotie would
imagine that there being9 buclsuch con-
fusion in religious matters and with
the experience of the past humblebumble un-
lettered men having been chosen by
god soBO frequently as his messengers
men would saygay let us listen to this
young manmansIs words and see whether
he is indeed what he pro esseslesses to be
but how different was the proceduredurt
noL sooner did he make this announce-
ment than he was hated and perse-
cuted he knew he said that god
had spoken to him and that angels
bad ministered to him he knew it
just as well as paul knew that on his
way to damascus heha had heard a voice
from heavenheaveD until it was dlodisprovedproved
afis testimony was as good pauls and

he was entitled to be listened to at
least but the lessons of the past were
lost upon them and the ministerssotof re-
ligion did exactly what their pred
censors had done among the jews ffor
we all know that it was the religious
element among the jews the men
who observed most strictly the law of
moses who were the teachers of the
people and who setmet themselves up as
patterns of propriety that persecuted
the son of god joseph smiths sole
crime consisted in saying that god bad
again spoken from the heavens and
that he hadbad revealed his mind and
will to man once more he was an
inoffensive person he was not in
fluen lial he was not in a position to
do any harmbarm toco anybody but it is ex

now to look back and see
the storm that was aroused by hishia
declarations he afterwards testified
that he and oliver cowdery bad re-
ceived angelic ministrations and had
had the priesthood conferred upon
them the authority by which god em-
powers his servants to administer
holy ordinances

now there are large numbers of
people who call themselves ministers
of jesus christ but to be a minister
of the lord jesus christ a man must
have power and authority from him to
act in his name when peter said lo10loabethe
assembledassemble multitude on the day of pen-
tecost repent and be baptized every
one of you for the remission of your
sinseins he made a promise unto them
as to what the effect would be if they
would obey his words when they
were baptized there is18 not a doubt that
their sins were remitted because the
man who made the promise spoke in
the name of heaven and heaven con-

i firmed hisbis words by remitting the sinsalna
of those who obeyed hisbis words the
holy ghost was also bestowed upon
them it is a remarkable thing that
notwithstanding the thousands of pro-
fessed ministers throughout the land
there were none at the time of which I1
speak who could make this promisepromis4
the lord told joseph smith that that
authority had been withdrawn from
the earth the evidences of this were
to be seen in the absence of power of
heavenly blessings and gifts of union
and of all those great characteristics
which accompanied the work of god
in the days of jesus and his apostles
he testified that this authority hadbad
been restored and that he had received
the administration of holy angels why
should this testimony startle anybody
I1 know that at the time he made the
decladeclarationrallon it was a most startling
thing for people were not familiar
then as they are somewhat
now with spiritual manifesta-
tions spiritualism had not been
heard of it required the true
church to come before an imitation or
9a bogus was necessary to deceive the
people but it should not startle any-
body that angels should come to re-
store that which was lost how else
could it be obtained if there was no
man on the earth who bad the authori-
ty there wkwas consistency in the state-
ment that joseph smith made he
said that john the baptist came and
ordained him and his companion
they both testified to this why was
it necessary that john the baptist
should come because hebe had auauthor
ty from god to baptize people in water
for the remission of their sins he held


