
31

THE DESERET WEEKLY 3929
his brother johojohn hlahis first

words were IIIaveiva been very sick 11

hefie then asked for a drink of water
doctor allenalien came over early and
expressed an opinion that the man

might live ritterbitter was resting easy
and said hebe felt quite well with the
exception of a pain in hishie right sidebide
where his wound lais

about halthalf past six last even-
ing the citizens in the southwest part
of town were startled by the report of
two shotsshote fired in rapid succession
when the people of the neighborhood
arrived at the place of the shooting they

sawaw david rockwellBookwell lying on the
groundground wounded in the leadhead and
williamilliam biter running across the
block he stopped on mr thomas
CocochranecochransCoobranschrans law nD and mr

1 came to his aid found that he was
badly wounded a cot was made torfor
him on the lawn where he rested tillti 11

the doctor arrived
the news of the shooting spread

rapidly and a large crowd of POWspeople
gathered from all parts of the city

brown deputy fowler
and city marshalmarsdal saara were among
the first to arrive they had lettfelt word
for doctors to follow chent but it was
someowe time before the doctors came and
messengers on bicycles were sent up
town with instructions to secure theme
attendance of physicians as soanso an BBan
possible

in the meantime the excited people
were moving from one to the
other of the injured men horrorborror
eriken by the sight of two young

juan apparently wounded to deattideath
john Rbickwell sobbingmobbing and lament
ing woewas wiping the blood from the
seeoe of hisbis brother david who was
unconscious the ballet had entered
his right cheek under the eye and
lodged somewhere in the back of the
floodbead ritterbitter hadbad been shot in the
haht breast a few inches below the
collar bone and the bullet passed
throughadough his body and came out below
thee shoulderboulder blade he exhibited a
great amount of nerve and gave cireo
hone to have his mother in vernon
andod sister who lives in lehiLehl notified of0
bill condition and lain speaking of the
foray to the bystanders explained that
u was no to blame

dr taylor was thebe first physician to
lif tive hebe dressed ritterritterss wound and
toldold him that he hadbad a good chance to
recoverre with which opinion bitteragreed dr allenalien and ordr pike came
oon after and dr altonallen toolstook charge

otof rockwellBoo kwell none of the doctors
thought there was any possible chance
foror recovery both men were taken to
abstbs county jail where cots were mauematie
lotor them and they were made as corncom
triable as possible

the story of the encounter and whatadd to it as near as can be learned lipin
48 followsfollowtv

john and david rockwellBoo kwell and wmwinuter live in vernon thoeletooele county
ome time ago john rockwellBook Is wife

wrote to her mother mrshire richardbichardjenkins in this city that she wantedtoTO come homeborne for the reason that herbar
band was not treating herbar well and

Pla inedned that she could get a man to
as K bet home by giving herbar cookove or doingdoin geoso mrs jenkins ad-
i 11 her to come and tuesday morn
aih

mrs rockwell and her three littlefahren left vernon with william
er who brought them to herbar

momothertherlo home in provo where they
arrived wednesday

at the time shebe left her husband
was away from home and sheabe lettleft
a note for himbim tellingtailing him where
she had gone he oamecame home
the same day she left nodand determined
to follow herbar his brother david want
ed tota come with him to which john
obobjectedI1 acted at first but finally the two
brothersbrotbere started for provo and reached
here yesterday atera afternoonternnoon they drank
more or lessleee liquor when theyhey came to
townown and then started out to find bit-

ter
ritterbitter waswae unloading some coal at

the home of mrsmra jenkins when the
BioRckwell boys drove up they tied
their team and walked up to the wagon
where bitter was unloading the coal
john rockwellbook well hadbad a pistol in hisbis
handband be spoke to ritterbitter and asked
him what in he meant referring
to bringing mrs rockwellBookwell away
ritterbitter made some reply and a great
deal of angry talk was indulged IPIF
some young men who were at work
near the place heardbeard the loud talking
and began to gather around buethebut the
rockwellBock boysboy ordered them away and

1

they left hurriedly asan one of them ex-
pressed it 1I nearly broke my neck
getting away

during this talk ritterbitter invited john
rockwellBoo kwell to shoot and not keep him
ritterbitter in suspense john saidbald hebe did

not want to kill ritterbitter but wanted him
to come off the wagon audand lightfight
david RockwallBookwell was urging john to
shoot busjohnbut john loinsistedstated hebe did not
wentwant to kill ritterbitter david
grabbed the pistol from jotinjonn saying

givesigive me the pistol lillill
him

bitter stooped down to get a win-
chester rifle which hebe had in thehe
wagon and asae he raised up david fired
striking bitter in the breast ritterbitter
immediately firedbrad at david the ball
striking him in the face ritterbitter then
ran toward cocbraneCocbrana place and john
picked up bitteraBitterd rifle and snapped it
at him asaa he ran but the cartridge
tailed to explode

bitter is 27 years of age and unmar-
ried david rockwellbockwell tola 8685 years of
ageag he has a wife and two children
living in vernon john rockwellBookwell Is a
year older thenthan david the rockwellBookwell
boys are son of we late book
well

mrs john rockwellBookwell feels very bad-
ly over the affair and could not
be interviewed but her mother claims
that sheabe has been very badly treated by
herbar husband nodand Is afraid of him that
be hasbus tailedfailed to provide for hrberh r aud the
children and that the only left
torfor her tuto do was to come away from
him

john rockwellbockwellBookwell claims hebe has more
serious reasons for angry feelings
towards ritterbitter than the fact that hebe
took mrs rockwellBookwell and her children
to provo but this tois denied by ritterbitter

ritterbitter bad been warned that ibe
BockRock wellswelle were coming over and that
no doubt explains the reason for his
having a gun in the wagon he bad
also been drinking heavily before the
rockwellbook well boys came up

the following letters were found in
the clothing of mr ritterbitter toey are

john rockwellbockwell sayssaya that
two of them addressedaddres bed to will were
written by hisbis joansJobjohndns wife and theabe
third letter was evidently written by a

man and Jsis supposed to have been
written by ritterbitter and not mailed at
ter ritterbitter waswaa wounded be appeared
very anxious about the letterslet tere

my dearest will
you must not get mad at my neglect-

fulness but will it lain not because I1
doutdont love you for god only knows itif I1
love any more than I1 do I1 would go
crazy about you will I1 love you to
death was just thinking last nightinight ohob
if will was only here I1 would give
the world and all I1 ever saw if we
only was together but will I1 know
you gotget awful mad at me but god only
knows I1 help it but I1 hope
when we do netmet together we wllwil be
happy will itif you should anyaay any
thing to hurt my feelings alterafter we was
married it would kill me for I1 would
think you did not love me will I1 love
and worship you and I1 will show after
a while and I1 hope you do me for I1
never would want to livejive if we could
not agree I1 would turn right bad lorfor
I1 will close for this time to my
earnest lover will lil

the second letter reads
dearest will I1 have been looking

all day for some on a horseborse but I1 see
there is know one cmcamingming I1 guess
you have had such a time at tooelethoele
you have forgot all about any one
else never mind if I1 once get
sightight of you I1 will remind you

of somesomeoneone else I1 thought I1 could
gotget this wrote so you would not have
anything to pick a quarrel with me
about I1 am almost dying to see you
will so if I1 get out of patience and
give you

sia scolding you will have to
look over itt I1 know you dondontdonitit want
to see me half as bad as I1 do you but
never mintle I1 bet you will the next
timelime you see me I1 dontdonn anuw
whether you can read this for elects
and agnessagnec is standing by the table
well I1 will olase and I1 hope when I1
getupget up from the table I1 will seeeee you
coming or I1 will go crazy and tear able
letter up noko more this time your
earnest ivoe goodbyegood bye will x x x x x

this is abe letter in a mans handbond
writing

waymay 8929 96
my little honey

1 I will drop you a few lines and you
had better have me a letter wrotewroge
when I1 come down or therehere will be
trouble in our family lOb idsida am sleepy
it was past sunrise when I1 got herebore
thishis morning and I1 have been working

all day it is nine and III betyou are in bed by this time and I1 will
oe there soon but I1 wish i was in thesame bed that jiu are in topsy i dontdonisdon Is
know how we are going togo manage lotlor
you sead you wanted to start next
monday and I1 have got to go to thoelejocele
monday and cant gotget back engli
tuesday I1 never thought to tell you
when I1 was down howbow are we going to
manage that can you tell me for I1
wont lotlet anyone else take you to thetrack aniand I1 am afraid to let you stay invernon too longjong for some one might
come down and you bet i cant stand
that cant you netgot readybeady to go sunday
well every thing seems lively here
now sweet heart and I1 think i am
going to be lucky this summer sodand itIS
Is just thisthe summer i need to be luckywell bye bye little pet I1 amaim sleepy x x
XK X X X X X

the child electselecta referred to in the
second letajletteror is johndjobud child audana


