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many exaggerated stories are cur-

rent As these grow as often as they
are repeated it will be many days
before the real facts can be approxi-
mated it is learned that jno W
ealy of and broadway
nownew york was drowned as he had
lain down in his berth but a
few minutes before the break
andie was not seen afterwards
it was reported that wmwin webb
bossbm carpenter wmwin wiseman
civil engineer and the fireman who
were with assistant superintendent
trumps special were drowned and
that mr trump escaped by climb-
ing a tree this has been con-
tradicted it was also reported
that the limited that left chicago
thursday evening was swallowed
up and all on board lost but this is
incorrect as the limited and atl-
antic express are both at altoonaAlioona
A representative of the associated
press was on the second section
caught at ConneConnern maughaugh and after
witnessing the worst there procured
tta team and drove over the mountain
to edelsburgEdens burg a distance of 16 miles
in the hope of getting a report by
telegraph the best he could do was
to sendsend a rewfew words to the phila-
delphia office saying the passengers
on the train had escaped if these
got beyond the break at tyrone
there are less anxious hearts in dis-
tant cities what lies west of J johns
jowh is enveloped in impenetrable
obscurity
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the obstacles in the way of getting
particulars of the calamity are thus
described in a dispatch dated
johnstown june 4

the difficulties to which repre-
sentativessentatives of the press have been
subject ixin their efforts to depict
the horrors here are almost
beyond description for the
first 48 hours eight or nine corres-
pondentspon dents struggled frantically for
precedence over the single wire in
geoperationration and when the associated
press finally obtained possession of
this only means of communication
from thehe desoladesolatedtd valley there was
chagrin and disappointment on
every side but the troubles of this
bureau instead of being ended were
rreallyly ononly begungun the wire was
subject to interruptions that were as
frfrequentbent as they were aggravating
anand at times it seemed as though
the only wire that connconnectedemed chaos
with the universe was to be severed
the surroundings even now are not
such as to encourage careful liter-
ary productions the impimprovised
omeeoffice of the associated frepressas is
in an abandoned tile factory that
first was a morgue before the disci-
pleI1 of the faber shared quarter withthethe dead As the wind is blow-
ing from the blackened ruins on the
river the emanations of buburningani ng and
decaying flesh steal through the
open windows and add to the hor-
rors of the experexperiencelenc A narrow
board that testsrests upon the heads of
upturned barrels is the table at
which are heated the representatives
of the associated press and tallow
candles in bottle necks have usurped
gas and electric light

harry W orr of pittsburg an
operator who toin this crisis has dis

himself by a display of
fortitude and endurance seldom
witnessed is seated on a low stool
and grasps firmly the box relay
on a circular table that sur-
rounds him as he ticks away
at the rate of forty words per
minute to eleven operators that re-
ceive simultaneously on the great
associated press circuit that run
from johnstownjohnstonJohn n bridge to new
york pittsburg cleveland toledoro ledo
columbus cincinnati detroit
chicago milwaukee st paul and
minneapolis after 72 hours of al-
most continuous service broken at no
time by more than a couple of
hours of hasty aldmyer W CI1 con-
nell the associated press agent
who chartered a train to beat all
comcompetitors to the scene of horrors
has anbeen forced this afternoon to
succumb to the mandate of lacure
and seek propose at his pittsburg
home during his brief absence
his place is filled by less able though
no less zealous assistants who care-
fully note every turn of the panor-
ama in this shifting scene of dis-
aster

adaadjutantu taut general hastings on
june 4 telegraphed president
harrlsonharrison requesting that govergovern-
ment pontoonspon be furnished to en-
able a safe passage way to be made
across the field of charred ruins
above johnstown bridge for the
purpose of prosecuting the search
for the dead late that night an an-
swer was received from the
dent stating that the pontoonspon
would be at once forwarded by the
secretary of war

A man named maguire was
met on his way from the
south fork to johnstown he
said he was standing on the
edge of the lake when the walls
burst the water was rising all jayday
and was on a level with a pile of
dirt which he said was above the
walls of the dam all of a sudden
it burst with a report like a cannon
and the water started down the
mountain side sweesweepingI1 ng before I1itt
trees as if thethey wewerere chipstaps bouldersalwnwere rolled down as if they were
marbles the roar was deafening
the lake was emptied in an hour
and a half

the railroad wa in a terrible con-
dition at some points holes of 20 or
30 feet were washed in the ftracksrackson his way dowa liehe stopped at
mineral point where 16 houses
were washed away and several lives
lost at east ConneCoune maugh 30 houses
were carried away by the flood the
loss of life is large

A dispatch from johnstownJohnstojohnstownwp dated
june r4 says

ataj this time three days haveptpassedd since the floodgatesfloodgates were
0openeded and the waters rushed dodownwn
upon the mountain city order is
slowly arising out of ebaoschaos the
great cry is for men men who will
work and not stand idly by and do
nothing but gaze at the ruins an
order placed on the telegraph poles
by the citizens committee today
says

htwewe are now organized solsemso as em-
ploymentpi can be found for every
man who wants to work and men
offered work who refuse to tak the

same and who are able to work
must leave johnstown for the pres-
ent we cannot afford to feed men
who will not work AallI1 work will
be paid for all strangers and idlers
who refuse to work will be ejected
from johnstown

officers were stationed at every
avenue and railroads that enter
town all suspicious looklookingilg char-
acters were stopped but one questionOll

was asked will you work if
the affirmative answer were given
the man was escorted to the employ-
ment bureau he wasnas put to
work if not he was turned back
Therewere a lot of vagabond negroes

in johnstown who would not workworker
it was likely the committee would
escort them out of town they have
caused the most trouble during the
past terrible days it is a fact al-
though a disagreeable one to saybay
that not a few of the relief commit-
tee wh came to this city came only
out of curiosity and positively re-
fused to do any work but would
hang around the carscare eating the
leaders of the committee then bad
to do all the work they deserve
much credit

many of the escapes are really
remarkable and many acts of de-
votion were observed on friday
when the water descended on cancam-
briabri cityaUlty A church was filled with
people but when the noise of the
flood was heard the congregation
hastened to get out 0off ththe way
they succeeded as far as elpitioescaping A

from the interior is concerned AIDand I1
in a few moments the church was 01

partly submerged the water reach-
ing fifteen feet up the sides A

antiand swirling around the corners
furiously the building was
badly wreckedwreckei benches mitcut aai
in general thealie structure both
inside and outside was fairly dis-
mantled A

ithe statement is mamadede that the al

water rose to a height of fifteen feetfeel
in the church above where a statue
of the virgin stood yet it
was saved from contact there-
with every one that has seenawl
the statue and its surroundsurroundingirig
is firmly convinced that the
incident was a marvelous one
and even the most skepticalatufsolsay
the affair savors of the supernatural
there are about thirty catholic X
priests and nuns at johnstown de-
voting themselves to the care otof the
sick and injured bishop philan hasbaa
organized the catholic forces of that
neighborhood and all are devotingdevoti 4

g
themselves to hard work assiduous-
ly what the hospitals would have
done without the sisters is a difficultt
question f

whole towns have been utterly de-
stroyedst not a vestige remains III1

oetie more substantial towns the bet
tierter buildings to a certain extent re
main but in a damaged condition
and those who are least able ta 1

bear it have suffered loss 1 9
everyone is in most pressing need
so far as food is concerned it h s
been supplied but clothclothing of aall
sorts for men women anand children
is greatly needed money is awalso
required to move the debris bluryblurY

the dead and care temporarily ws
widows orphans and for the home
lewlepa families of other localities who I1r A


