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*Many exaggernbed stories are cur-]
rent. As these grow asoften as they
are repeated, it will be many days
before the real fucts can be approxi- |
inated. It is learned that Jno. W.
Ealy, of 270 and 280 Broadway
New York, was drowned, s he had
lnin down in his berth but a
few minutes before the break,
and she was not seen afterwards.
It was reported that Wm. Webb,
hoss earpenter, Wm, Wiseman,
civil engineer and the flreman who
were with assistant superintendent
Trump’s *)cclal were drowned, and
that Mr, Trump escaped by climb-
ing n tree. is hins been con-|
tradieted. It was also reported
that the “*limited?’ that left Chicago
Thursdny evening was swallowed
up and all on beard lost, but this is
Incorreet, nA the limited and At-
lantic express are both at Altoona.
A representative of the Associated
fress wns on the second section
caught nt Connemaugh, and after
witnessing the worst there procured
a team and drove over the mountain
to Edensburg, o distanee of 16 miles,
In the hope of getting a report by
telegraph. The best he could do was
to send a few words to the Phila-
delphia office saying the passengers
on the train had escaped. If these
got beyond the break at Tyrone
there are less anxious henrts in dis-
tantcitics. What lies west of Jolins-
towir is enveloped in impenetrable
ohscurlty.

(Bigned) Wwm. HENRY BMITH.””

The obstacles In the way of getting
partieulnrs of the ealminity are thus
deseribed in n  dispateh, dated
Johnstown, June 4: }

“The diffieuities to which repre-
sentatives of the press have been
subject in their eiforts to depict
the horrors here are  almost
beyond  description. For the
first 48 hours e¢lght or nine corres-
pondents struggled frantically for
precedence over the ringle wirein
operation, and when the Associated

ress Anally obtained possession of |
this only menna of communication
from the desolutd valley, there was
chagrin and disnppointinent on
evely stde; but the troubles of thiw
bureau instend of being ended were
rently only begun. The wire was
aubjeet to interruptions that were as
fregueut.as they were aggravating
and at times it seemed as though
the only wire that connected chnos
with the universe was to be severed.
The surroundings even now are not
such as to cneournge eareful liter-
ary productions, ,The improvised
office of the Arsocinted [’resa ia
in an abandoned tile factory that
first was a morgue hefore the disci-
{)Ie of the Faber shared quacter with
he dead. As the wind is blow-
ing froni the hlackened ruins on the
river the emanations of burning and
decnying fesh steal through the
open windows and add to the heor-
rors of the experience. A narrow
board that rests upon the hends of
upturned barrels ia the tahle at
which are seatxd the representatives
of the Assoeinted Press and tallow
candles in bottle necks have usurped
gas and clectrie light.

“Harry W. Orr, of Pittsbury, an
operator, who in this crisis has dis-

tingulshed himself by n display of
fortitude and endurnnce seldom
witnessed, ix seated on a low stool
and graspe firmly the box relay

on a eircular table that sur-
rounda him as he ticks away
nt the rate of forty words per

minute to ¢leven operntors that re-
celve simultanecusly on the pgreat
Associated Uress eircuit that runs
from Johnstown Bridge to New
York. Pittsburg, Cleveland. Foledo,
Columbus, Cincinnati, Detroit,
Chicago, Milwaukee, 8t. Paul and
Minneapolis. After 72 hours of al-
most continuous serviee,broken at no
time by more than a couple of
hours of hasty slumber, W. (.. Con-
nell, the Associuted Press apgent
who chartered a train to beat all
competitors to the scene of horrors,
has been forced this afterncon to
suceumb to the mandate of nature
and seek repose nat his Pittsburg
home. During his brief absenee
bis place is filled by less able though
no less zealous assistants, who eare-~
fully note every turn of the panor-
ama in this shifting seene of dis-
aster.”’

Adjutant-Genern]l Hastings . on
June 4 telegraphed  President
Harrison requesting that govern-
ment pontoons be furnished to en-
nble n rafe passnpge way to be made
agross the field of charred ruins
above Johnstown Bridge for the
urpese of prosecuting the search
or the dead. Late that night an an-
awer wns reeceived from the Presi
dent  stating that the pontoons
would be at once forwarded by the
SBeeretary of War,

A man nhamed Maguire was
imet on his way from the
South Fark to Johnstown. He
said he wnas standing on the

ailge of the lake when tbe walls
burst; the water was rising all day
and wason a level with a pile of
dirt whieh he said was above the
walls of the dam. All of a audden
it burst with a report like a eannon,
and the water started down the
mountain side. swee,;ing hefore it
trees ns if t,hedf were chips; boulders
were rolled down as if they were
marbles, The roar was deafening.
The lake was emptied in an hour
and a half,

The raitrond wa+ in n terrible con-
dition; at some poiints holes of 20 or
30 feet were washed in the tracks.
On hts way down he stopped at
Mineral Point, where 16 houses
were washed awnay and several lives
lost. At East Connemnaugh 30 houses
were carried nway by the food. The
loss of life is large.

A dispateh from Jolmsbowp dated
June 4 says:

At this time three days have
poesed since the floodgntes were
opencd, and the waters rushed down
upon the mountain city. Order is
slowly arising out of chaos. The
great ery is for men, men who will
work and not stand idly by and do
nothing but gnze at the ruing,. An
order placed on the telegraph poles
by the eitizens’ committes today
anys:

“Woare now organized so as em-
ployment ean be found for every
maa who wants to work, and men
offered work who refuse to take the

|is greatly needed.
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same and who are sble to work
must leave Johnstown for the pres-
ent. Wecannot afford to teed mon
who will not work. AIll work will
be paid for. All strangers and idlers
who refuse to work will be wected
from: Johnstown.*"

Officers were stntioned nt cvery
avenue and railroads that enter
town. All suspleious looking ehar-
acters were stopped, but one questiod
wns gsked: " you work?” If
the aflirmative answer were givel,
the man wasescorted to the employ-
ment burean, where he was put t¢
work; if not, he was turned baek.

Therewere a lot of vagabond negrotd
in Johnstown wbo would not work. g
It was likely the committee would
eszcort them out of town. They have
caused tbe most trouble during the
past terrible days. 1t is n fact, al-
though na disagreeable one to sy,
that not a few of the relief commit-
tee whn camse to this eity came only
out of curiosity, and positively re-
fused to do any work, but would
hang areund the cars eating. The
lenders of the committee then had
to do all the work. They deserv?
much eredit.

Many of the escapes are really
remnrkable, and many acts of de-
votion were observed on Friday
when the water descended on Canl-
brin Qity. A church was filled with
peuple, but when the noise of the
floodl was heard the congregation
hastened to get out of the way-
They succeeded as far as esl-npmﬁ
from the interior is concerned, ad
in a few moments the chureh was
!.\art,]y submerged, the water reach-
ng fifteen feet up the sided
aml swirling around the corner®
furiously. The  bullding waF
badly wrecked, bencbhes dut anl
in genernl, the structure beth
inkide and ounteide, was fairly dis-
maAa ntlud.

The statement is made that the
water Tose to a height of fifteen feet
In the ehireh above where a statue
of the Virgin stood, yet it
wns saved from contact there:
with. KEvery one that las seult
the statue and its surrounding °
is firmly couvineed 1hat the
incident wns a marvelous ont
and even the most skeptical sy
the affair savors of the supernaturnl-
There are about thirty CatholiC
priests and nuns at Johnstown, de
voting themsel ves to the care of the
siek and injured. Bishop Philan bad
orgnnized the Catholie llorceﬂ of tha
neigbborhood, and all are devoting
themselves to hart work assiduous®

ly. What the hoepitals would have
dope without the Sisters isa diflieul
guestion.

W hole towns have been utterly de-
stroyed. Not n vestige remains.
the more substuntial towns the bel
ter buildings to n certain extent ™
main, but in a damaged conditiof
and those who are least nble
bear ft  have  suffered los®
Everyone is in most pressing neet:
So far as food is concerned it hf‘]’i‘
been supplied, but clothing of 8
sorts for men. women and ¢hildre!!
Money is ¥/
required to meve the debris, DIy
the dead and eare temporarily ©'
widown, orphans nnd for the honl'vo
lesa families of other locnlities Wb
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