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ASSASSINATED AGAIN.

—_—

The New York Evening Pressthus
humorously but correctly portrays the
wonderful vitallty of **Mormonism.??

“‘According to the Washington cor-
reupondentsghiormonlsm is to be ki)led
forthwith, by act of Congress; in fact
it may be paid to be ulready dead, from
the eflects of the Edwunds-Tucker
bill in the Sepate yesterday, MoOrbon-
1sm bas been so Often killed bvfore’ by
uct of Congress that It seesns to thrive
on fatal blows.

But Mormonlsm was killed In a sim-
ilar mapner even before Uougress com-
mepced the massacre. It was killed
under Joseph Smith at Nauvoo, in the
403, and it was totally extermjpated
when driven out of Floreuce ibto the
desert under the leadership of
Brigham Young. After that it was
apnitiilated by the U. S. army ubnder
Albert Sidoey Johnson, and pextthe
discovery of mines all around Utan
was to kil off Mormonism by the pro-
cess of copstriction. Thnen the act of
Couzress, prohibiting blggwous mar-
rfages ip the territories, wus applied
with the uspal resutt of antl-Morinoo
remedies. Followlngihat Mormonism
w:is to be knocked off the truck by the
Union Puclfic railroad, but even afier

‘the completion of that great work it
kept on in the old way, apparently un-
copszlous of bow desad it was.,

Tle destructlon of Morwonism by
the partition of Utal among the other

- territorjes was the next process for Itg
obliteration from the political and
physical map, but as that didn't ‘*pan
ouil" satlstactorily the Edmunds Com-
wmission wus invented to do the busl-
ness. 8ilil Mormonrism and Mormons
kept kicking without payiog any atien-
tion to their very dead condition, and
now the Edmunds-Tucker conference
bill kiils them over uguin. In view ot
the ouwber of times it has been kliled,
Morinonisi: scemms to be one of the
oest wearing political corpses this
country has ever produced-—barring
Ben Butler.”

—  —eml— o —

of {ts citizens have not yet succeeded
in thelr velarious desigus. They ure
looking to Brigham (‘.ﬁy for a sigo.
We bopa to sec it us the burbinger of
thelr discomfiture, and as & token thut
minority ruleyis not
phunt fn a Territory

of the great
American republic.

THE TURNING _POINT IN GTAH.

OK the hypothesis that the anti-*‘Mor-
mon*’ blli has become law, the Utad
Cominlssion has bas issued Instroctions
to the presiding 'Judge of election a¥
Brigham City, to adwinister the oath
prescribed for persons offering Lo vole.
Presuming that the luw Is in operustion,
tnis will bring the voters of the Peo-
ple's Party {ace to fuce with the ques-
tion which has been agitating their
locul enemies for some time and driv-
ing them almost into a phrenzy.

It bas been hoped and prophesled
and malnotaloed by Liseld that 0o **Mor-
mon' ¢ould tuke the outh conscientl-
onsly, and 48 conscience I8 recognlzed
as u ‘*Mormon charucteristle whicn
wost *Lilerais’ feel under no obtigu-
tiou to respect, it has been lufd dowao
ax a loregone conclusjon that nu.
“Mormon’* would vete st uny election
after thejpassaze ofthe bill. This would
mesn the deliverunce of the Terrhiory
‘into the hunds of those who have plots
ted for it spoliation und domioation.

A8 we, have stated before, the ebe-
mies of the **Mormons” are not the
keepers of the ‘*Mormoen’ conscience.
Nor will they look for political guld-
apce to the scoundrels who have,
achemed for their political de-
struction. This i3 a question
which _every supne man must de-
cide for’ himself. Nobody knows the
lotentions of a voter as to present or
future obedience to .tha laws of the
land but himself,unless he likes to dis-
close them. There are no doubt many
“Mormon®’ citizens who can tske the
oanlh consclentiously, though they pro-
test ngainst & a8 un infringement of

their ilberties. What reasonable ob-
jectien can be offcred to their accepi-
uipce of the cunditions, when refusal
of them will bring ruln to the Terrl-
tory?

At Brigham City on Monday, we be-
lieve there will be found enough mem-
bers of the People’s. Party who will
feel at liberty to take Lhe oath and vote
for good government, low laxes, the
suppression  of © the H?uor tratfic
uwnd of those vices which follew Inits
wake, and for men who will maintaln

the order which has hitherto prevatled |

jn that peacefun] city. This is whatthe
votes of the People's Party will mean.
If they feel free to to take the oath, 0o
judge has any right to reject thelr
votes, whether they are **Mormons'! or
of any other fajth.- No polygamlst
will 0f course attempt to vote or take
the oath, But those who are able
to take it must be admitted to the
polls, und if any one is rejected on
inlse grounds, action for damages
should be tuken agalnst the persoa so
jnterfering with a sacred rlght, and he
should be prosecuted uoder tne Jaw
providing agalnst obstruction and in-
timidation.

Some lady cltizens should, in our
opinion, offer to vote in order to test
the validity af the section that dis-
franchises them without cause. Wit-
nesses should be present to testify to
thelr offer to vote and .their rejection.
The deprivation of a right whici bhas
become property, without due process
of law, is an excess of leglsiative aun-
thority and in violation of 's#eli kmnown
guaranties, Sufficient dumages should
be demanded to carry the case uptoa
Court wbere there 1s some likelihoods
of obtalpiog justice.

The conspirators ugalngt the peace of
Usab and the llbertigs (0f the majority

JOSEPH H. EVANS PARDONED.

A SPECIAL to the Nrws, in another
column, brings the welcome tidings
that Fuather Joseph H. Evaus has
been pardoned by President Cleve-
land.

The communication ef the Attorney
General, and the remaarks of President
Clevelund exbibit no important fact—
that the mercjlessuess and crueltly ex-
hibited by District Attorney Dicksou,
Judge Zune and other ofllcisls jo
the enforcement of the laws against
polygawy aud unlawful cohabitition

are opposed to the views and senti-
menty of the administration.

A tule of relentléss vindictiveness js
suicepiible of bLeing unfolded thst

would startio if not bhorrify hu-
mune minded men who are
nnacquainted  with © the  detuils
of the judlelal war that

yet triom-.

=

tation, and who at present have no air
opportanity for public defence.

We must treat the measure now a3
part of the statutory law of the coon-
try, some of which i3 ot doubtin] va-
lidity because it Is in conflict wiLth the
spirit and letter of the Sopreme Law
of the Land. This, however, will have
to be determined by fudiclal authority.
What resistunce to injustice and
wrong may be offered must be inter-
posed peacefully and legaily. Itisour
duty to coutend inch by .inch for our
righta as citizéns of the United States
und us worshippers of the true and
living God uoder a Constitution that
ruarantees this privilege. And io do-
ug that foryonrseives and our posteri-
ty, we at the same time wlll perform a
| purt of our mission 1o pattliog for the

clvil und religious rights und privileges
of all people, of every party and every
| creud.

CAN THE COMMISSIONERS
FORMULATE AN OATH?

A QUESTION has been sprung in refer-
ence to the lexallty of the oath aod in~
structlons sent to Brigham City to
govern the municipal election In that
place. It i3 allegea that there wers
only two Uiih Coinmissloners here at
the time when the ldocumment was
trunsmitted, and it Is urgued that it

has been for Bomw time prosecuted
against the'Mormon' people. Wear

tawitiar with them frow actual knewl- |
-edye.

It is n plensureto be assured,
a8 ludicated by ;the dispatch referred
to, that such upadulterated diabollsm
receives po sauction of approval fromn
the Depariment of Justice,or the rres-
ident of this great nation. g

At the time the petition for the pur-
don of Brother Evans was forwurded
to Washington, Mr. Dicksou wus asked
to endorse it. All that he would do
was to certify to the facts stated in
the document as belng correct accord-
ing to his understanding, but he re-
fused to make any recommendation
statlng atthe sume timedhat he could
not recommend the pardon of any man
who would not muke the*'promise."
It 18 refreshiog to know that theré is
somé maznanimity in the breastsof
the hends of the Goverument, it it is
conspicuous for Its ahsence insome of
its locul representatives.

——— A el
IR 18 A LAWR»

AFTER the NEWS wenk Lo press on Sat-
urday eveniug, definlte word was- re-
ceived by private dispatch as to the
day when the «anti-**Mormon® bill
wentjto the President, h wus Seturday,
Febroary 19th, and so there s now so

questlon as 10 whether or not the blll[

hus become a law. The ten daps ex-
pired before Congress adjourned, so
the measure becawme a law without the
signature of the President. The yuery
arose thraugh the positive stztewunt
in 4 contelupdrary, ihat it did oot
resch ithe PFresldent ,until Monday,
Februury 21st, In  which case the
ten Jdays ligalt would not have explred
belore adjouroment., Cougress legaliy
udjourns vnthe dcd of Marcy, but by a
permissabie tiction the 3rd Is extenaed
Lill noou ot 1oe 4th,

We do not sbare the extreme feeling
exhibited in some quarters, on both
sldes, In regard to the attitude of
President Cleveland. Whtle it is true
tout many wouid pave been much bet-

‘ter pleased If he hud veioed the mens-

ure whilen be could not cordialiy ap-
prove, and u great maby mare would
have preferred that he bhad sicned the
bl which he did not like to veto,- his
positiou between tue horpsof & dilem-
wt was quite embarrassing, and one
that required tne exerclse of great
judgment ay well a8 unusoal courage.

1113 easy tOo say what he ought o
have doge, but charity will suggestto
sll who condemp him: ‘*‘Put yoursetl
in his place.'! He¢ could not approve
ol the villas a whoie. Hisinclivailons
snd Tepsrd for falrness suguested »
veto. But the bill was the work ot
both the great poiltical parties. It
was passed By very lurge iuajorities.
Most of bis oiticls] advisers desired its
pussuge as favorable to his party
pefors the country. 7The popnlace
and the preschers who  have
the ears of the wultidude demuanded fc.
T'here wns the temptution of the cluim
(whlch time will prove fallucious, by
the way) tbhut the Demucratic party
bhad accomplished by the bill in one ef-
fort niore than the Republican party
bad accomplisiied after & quarter of a
centnry’s poitering and boasting. A
Lo offsut this, there was uothing but
scuse of unfairness to an unpopulur
and unorthodox body, few in number
comparatively and without votes oo
oatiopal yuesiions. I3t tobe vwond--
ered at that with 4!} bis reputation tor
‘'backbone,” he hositated w
run sgaiust,the strong pressure that
cundewmned a veto?

We huve the position of the Presi-
dent, however, Lo sustain our views in
hostility to the scheme which precipi-
tated this lmproper legislation. 1twas
30 bad that with, all the influence urg-
iog him to sign It, the President could
not do such vlol'ence 10" his couvic-
tlons asto give it the positive sapetion

good sign, It shows that he is not im-

{thing in thls objection.

tukes 4 majority of the Commission to
miske the action of that body valid.

We d2 pot tbiuk ‘there is sany-
It would
uo donbt Tequire the uc- |
tion of a wmajority of that body to
legully appoint sny <eglistration or
election ollicer in the Territory, or do
aoylniog else which the Comnmission is
authorized to perform by Act of Con-
kress. But tbhe Commissloners, or
any of them, have pe wore legul right
to formulate a0 oath or prescribhe reg-
ulailons for the conduct of elections,
thun five Main Street merchants or one
member of the Centru!l Commlittee of
the People’s Party,

‘‘he Uwnh Commissioners
done a great many things for which

they cau iod o °autherity in
the” Act whiich crested ‘thelr
offlce and deflped its duties. Some of

those things were , perhaps advisable
under the circumstiances, to secure
uniformity uwild prevent coniusion.
But it 18 ciear, bot only from the word-
iug of the law but from & rulloy of the
Supreme Court of the United States,
that they have no authority of law for
tormulating an oith of uny description
whutever. , If they do 80 it 18 not bind-
fug upon anybody. And if it recelved
the sigogiure of every Imember of the
Commisglon, dupllcated and tiripil-
cated, it would be none the more of
leyral value. ’

ut, if the registration ofilcer Is au-
thorized to admioister the outh, and if
the prealding judge of election ihuy do
80 0o cuse of an vlection before the
regular revision of tbe repistration
liste provided for by law, wbal mal-
ters woether the Utabh Commissioners,
or any other lawyers, frume the form
of the outh for the registrution ofllcer
or the judge of election? Sectlon
twenty-four of the new law authorizes
the uwdministration of the oath
by the officers uamed, and the
U’Es.h Commisslon, or ome or two
of that body, simply -put the
outh 1nco shepe for those officers, and
thus uniformity is secured and elec-
tions can be conducted with order and
similarity. Some of the persons
selected to perform the duties of those
positions are so densely lgnorant and
so bitterly malicious snd partizan that,
but for some regulations and formuls-
tions by the Utsh Commission, or
other body or person wbom they would
recognize, they would soon get iotoa
snari and sericus trouble would be the
consequence,

It is ull right that some competent
persons should see that the luw {9 car-
ried ont accotding to Its intent, and
while no legal importagee may be at-
luched to an election cuth or regula-
tion because It was formulated bg the
Commission or some of its members,
it caunot be objected to on that ac-
count if presented by the . proper
officer. And it is, perhaps, all the bet-
ter for being put fnto shape by persons
protesslonally qualified to do the work,

4 .
{ WILL YOU SWEAR OR AFFIRM?

Tne votiug citlzena of Utah should
hecome thoroughly familiar with the
langunapge of the test oath provided In
the new law designed to abridge thelr
libertles, -They should understand

that it does not iniringe upon thelr|

labstraut. bellet. They may believe that
it is rlght and proper under certain
circumsiunces for y man to have more
wives thun one snd to live with them
a3 such. Or they may belleve it ls
wroog for} any obe to marry moce
thau one wife. Or tbey may belleve it
wrobg W marry at all. The test oath

does uot assume to affect any bellef.
Neliner does it affect the expression
of velief, The right to defend und ad-
| vocate unythiog that one belleves to be

of his official slgoature. Thal is & | right 18 un foslienable rignt under con-

slitutiona! rotection. Liberty of

tued with that vindictive spirit which |gpeech und of the pressis one of the
animated 113 projectors, and that he | rights that canuot be infringed by Jaw.
ia not desirous of citreine measures |‘[he test ot was caretully worded so
ayainst 8 people who are pursued by | a3 not (6 treneh on faith or 1is defence
bizotry and maligned by miarep resen- lor advocacy. Itonly uflects actlons.

laws of the United States apd to re-
frain from aidipg, abetting, counseling
oradvisiog any otier person to commit
the crimes detined and forbidden 1n the
Edmunds Act and the new law:

All kinds of nonsense will be uttered
and put forth to deter “Mormons'
from voting. Far-fetched notions ss
to aldiug and ubettlog will be ad-
veuced. The twenty-fourth section of
the new uct 3 its vital polut to the
crosaders agalnst the peace of Utah. It
coutaina thelr only Eope tor spolls,
They curse it already as an “emasch-
lated" measure, and confess that if any
conslderable number of the **Mor-
mops’ tuke the oath the luw is not
worth a d—ime. But most of the
“Mormons'® are *‘too dld birds ' to be
caugil with chaff.” Those who
leel thuat they can take the
outh wuy do 5O without
any fear frowm  sources  that
will be ;ﬁretended &8 frapght with
dunger. Every qualifled citlzen wiay
take the outh who s wifling at the tlme
of doing so to obey tne laws of the
Unlted States and to reirain from
helplng oradvising others to break the
law, BSome intent to do an act,or belp
or advise unother to do an nct, that ls
punishable by thoseduws must exist in
the mind ef the voter, or he need not
be deterred from tpking the outh.

. There ia auother ~ conslderation.
Some people have & natural oredu-
cated ontipathy to taking an oath
in uny form, The law provides thut
ihey may make an irnation.
They may vither swear or afti.m. ‘I'ne
aflirmution i8° as legal a8 the oath.
Tooze who do not wunt to take the
latter may claim to subacribe to the
furtner. lInstead of suytog, “I belog
duly sworn,'? tne; each may say,"'|,be-
ingduly atfirmed.’’ Let every voter who
QUjecls tO swear, 0818t upon meking
ap allirmutlon instead, This is as the
law provides, and when "technicalitles
are inslstesd upon by others, we do no
wroog in ulso fusisting upon techni-
calitl=s when it guits us to do so.
Peraouslly we recognize no moral
differeuce between swearlng and ai-
irwing, or indeed from a s%mple uu-
certitted statement. A man's word

have [Bhould be as good ashis bond. Hls|wretches,

spoken promise shonld be a3 strong as
his writtgn agreement, his affirmation
equivalent to bis oath, 1f his present
ntention is to hreak the law or to ad-
vise and uid others-in dolng so, he
would in our oplnion be morally,
though he i8 not legally, debarred froin

outh.

There are mzale persons in this city,
who bave occupled vrominent otficlal
pusitions and are “Gentlles™ and
Leugucrs of the blucKest brand, who
huve expressed and boasted of  thefr
intent to take advantege of ‘every
ilhieft opportunity that a woman
would yield. In othber words toal
they would violute the  rules
of virtue when they pleased and hud
the chunce. Thelr churucter and pro-
clivities are well known. Yet we hear
no word of warning to them nol to tuke
the oath, though it relutes to the
crimes of formication sod adultery
just a3 much as to bigamy rod poly~
gamy. Wby is this thus? Ob! they
are ‘‘Geotlles,’” aud *‘Gentlle’ votes
are wanted! Couselenve does not
count in that cuase, 1i1s only when
“Mormons’ sre likely to vote that the
consclence scure iy 1o be worked for
much more than it f3 worth., If a
“Gentile’” of u certaln sort dees not

intend, at the thne the oath Is
presented, to Indulge in  his
usnal Joose und libidioous con-
uct, it will be coasidered that-

his consclence 18 clear and he can sub-
scribe and vote with fmpunity. Well,
it u **Mormon,’” unmarried or with but
one wiie, does not intend, at the time
the outh or aflirmativn is presented, to
break the law, wiy |s hLe to be up-
braided for so declaring nod yotlog ’;n
support of majority rule as opposed to
minority domluatjon?

Let the heathen rage and the
Leugners iipagine 8 vain thiog! Baut
let every citizen of Utubh who has a
head on hi3 shoulders think for him-
gelf, Jook at the vile scheme concocted
for his political slavery by the would-
be plunderers of the Territory he has
belped to bulld up,und rejoicing at their
faiinre 1o estublish an autocracy on
‘American soil, make up his 1hind to do
everything that hLe cap, legally and
conscientuously, to still t’urther_deleat
their infamous project, which has now
only one unstable leg to staod wpon,
and that Is the twenty-fourth section
of the double-fathered sbortion that
wag unworthyof the presldentinl sig-
nature.

THE TOKEN OF THEIR
DEFEAT.

THE electlon at Brigiam Clty on Mon-
day was 8 sfgn to the schemers who
want to run the Territory of Utah for
thelr own aggrandizement. It means
that they have made another fallure.
They- understand it in that light.
Hencea the frantic ravings of thelr chief
organ, and the profane cursings of the
prioeipal Fifty-ceut Leaguers. They
were confldent that no *“*‘Mormon
would take the test oath, so they pre-
tended, while nll the 1ime they ware ln

an agony of doubt over the matter.
Now they inake out _that thev
knew ull ustong what the *“*Mormonps'
wouid do apd twat no valo buwever
frawed would Lg ) Stroepy fuijtiem
Lo taka.

They lgnore the fact that the Con-
ference Cummittee purposely worded

Those who take it promisc to obey the

elther afliring or swearlng to the test [*

the oath so that it should not infrinze
upon any one's faith or opinion, or the

male citizen, of gge, **Mormon and
‘'Gentiie,"” who had no intentioa of
breaking the law should be able to
take it. And they blind thelr own eyes
1o the fact tbat the “Mormons' in
ldaho suffered themselves to be de-
prived of the baliut auad of the right
to hold office, rather thep take
an oath which intrlnxed upon their
faith and §thelr membership. in- the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latteg-duy
Saints, thus eccroaching, upon their
religious llberties. That Idaho tess
oz2th will {tself be tested, and when it
reaches & competent coart, there js lit-
tle doubt that it will be set aslde as
void unfl 1ilegal, But the refusal of
the whole body of *Mormons™ in
Idabo to take the Tercitorial test osth,
shows that ail the ravings of the Lea-
goers abeut the *'perjury” ot the Utah .
‘Mormons' on taking the Congres-
sional test oath,are 80 much buncombe
snd balderdash,, the apgry ebulli-
tlons of disappointed ogpnapirators.
“The attempt of the sophists to make
the present attitude of the vollng
*Mormons' & contradiction of the
coursté takem by their plural-wived
bretiiren before the courts, hus been
cowpletely exposed in these columns
and need pot be controverted augain at
length. Those who cannot see tue dif-"
ference between the promise souzht to
be extorted frown & man who bas plural
wives, that he will forsake and repu-
diate thiem in the fuce of solemn cove
epuants to cherish toem for eyver, and
ab agreement to obey the lJawa of the -
United States by & man whe has never
entered intojsuch murital obligatioas,
wust be blind indeed,

But,bowever the **Mormons? may ke
misrepredented on this matter, it will
make no difference us to the recult,
We arcuccustomed to belng maligned,
The opinion of the world is. of sms]l
value to those who aet the’ service of
God above the good will of men. Aud
the hatredof the viilalos who are now
more venomeus than ever becanse they
see they are batlled in their evil pur-
pose,only cagses a smile of derision pr
a sensation of plity. Poor, miserable
how they do squirm in
their rdge and .sputter in. thelr de-

feat!

‘Tlic **Liberal'’ policy now announnced
is to be one ot obstruction. Names are
to be “Kept off the regiater' by allthe
arts that can be resorted to; then tbey
are to be **struck off the roll,'” when n
pliant toel can be induced to ald in the
vexations work; theo ‘“*challenyes are
to be made at the polls;’' then elec-
tlons ara Lo be **contested and their
apparent results reversed.’ This isjthe
uwlished programme of the Four-bit
vaguers. Well,this 13 not to be a one-
sided campajgn- .The People are muk=-
fng a determined stand for the rights
of which they are sought to be deprived
The same legal meaus und remedies
are in thelr hands as those on which
thelr unscrupulous and wrathy toes
uffect to reiy.

It zlves us.pleasure to foresec not
only that the People will be able to
malotain the balauce of power in spite
0f the odds that 'will be arrayed against
them, but that the scoundrels who
buve madesure of thelr prey and have
“counted thelr chickens before they
were batched," will still be doomed to
chagrin and disappoiatinent. It may
be thought uncharitdble to rejoice over
the grlefa of even the most wicked of
conspirators; but even the Almighty
has declared that He will Hlaugh at
their calamity \and mock when thelr
{ear cometh.”

The course for the *‘Mormons’ to
pursue s clear, Every man must de-
cide for himself wnelher he can or
eannot conglstently take the oath re-
quired by uct of Congress s quallti-
cation for votipe, ofice-holdlng und
ury service, And fo dolng so he should
eep io view the object of the enemlies
of Lhe People of Utuh., To defeat that
and meintain the rlghty preserve the
Territory from the grasp of the spotl-
ers, and B

erty of the msjority irom the ravages
of a consclenceless mivority, should
be the aln of every food citizen and
to accomplish that, all shenld do every-
thiog In their power that 1s both possl

ble and right.
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