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assassinated AGAIN

the new yorkirk evening press thus
humorously but correctly portrays the
wonderful vitality of mormonism

according to the washington cor-
respondents mormonism is to be killed
forthwith by act of congress inia fact
it may be said tobeto be already dead from
the effects of the edmunds tucker
bill in the senate yesteryesterdaydW mormon-
ism has been so oftenof ten killed before by
act of congress that it seems to thrive
on fatal blows

but mormonism was killed in a sim-
ilar manner even before congress com-
menced the massacre it was killed
under joseph smith at nauvoo in the

and it was totally exterminated
when driven out of florenceiTlorence into the
desert under the leadership of
brigham young after that it was
annihilated by the U 8 army under
albert sidney johnsonJob and next the
discovery of mines all around utah
was to kill off mormonism by the pro-
cess of constriction then the act ofcongreCoa gresaso prohibiting bigamous mar-
riages ip the territories was applied
with the usual result of anti mormon
remedies following that mormonism
was to be knocked off theth track by the
union pacific railroad but even after
the completion of that great work it
kept on in the old way apparently un-
consciouscoti sIous of how dead etwas

he destruction of mormonism by
the partition of utah among the other
territories was the next process for its
obliteration from the political and
physical map but as that pan
out satisfactorily the edmunds com-
mission was invented to do the busi-
ness still mormonism andatud mormonscormons
kept kicking without paying any attellatten-
tion to their very dead condition and
now athla edmunds tucker conference
bill kills them over again in view of
the of times it has been killed
mormonism seems to be one of the
oestnest wearing political corpses this
country has ever produced barring
ben butler

THE TURNING POINT IN UTAH

ON the hypothesis that the anti morimor
wonmon bill has become law the utah
commission alps has josissuedaed instructions
to the presiding judge of election at
brigham city to administer the oath
prescribed lorfor persons offering to vote
presuming that the law is in operation
this will bring the voters of the peo-
ples party face to lace with the ques-
tion wh ch has been agitating their
local enemies lorfor some time and driv-
ing them almost into a ph renzy

it has been hoped and prophesied
and maintained by them that no igmosmor-
mon I1 could take the oath conscienti-
ously and as conseconsciencenence is recognized
as a mormon characteristic which
most liberals keelfeel under no obliga-
tion to respect it has been laid down
as a foregone conclusion allthat no

mormon would vote at any election
after odthe bill this would
mean the deliverance olof the territory
into the hands of those who have plot-
ted lo10forr its spoliation and demotion

As we have stated before tilethe efteene-
mies of the mormonscormonsMor mons are not the
keepers of the mormon conscience
nor will they look for political guid-
ance to the scoundrels who have
schemed for their political de-
structionst thisthi is a question
which every satiesane man must de-
cide for himself nobody knows tile
intentions of a voter as to present or
future obedience to tha laws of the
land but himself unless hebe likes to dis-
close them there are no doubt many

mormon citizens who can take the
oath conscientiously though they pro-
test against it as an infringement of
their liberties what reasonable ob
ejection can be offered to their accept-

ance of the conditions when refusal
of them will bring ruin to the territ-ory t

at brigham city on monday t we be-
lieve there will be found enough mem-
bers of the peoples party who will
feel at liberty to take the oath andvote
for good government low taxes the
suppression of the liquor traffic
and of those vices which follfoils w in its
wake and for men who will maintain
the order which has hitherto prevailed
in that peaceful citcity this is 3what the
votes of the peoples party wawill11 mean
itif they fefeelelfreefree to to take the oath no
judge has any right to reject their
votes whether they are mormonscormonsMor mons I1 or
of any other faith no polygamist
will of course attempt to vote or take
the oath but those who are able
to take it must be admitted to the
polls and if any oneoae tois rejected on
false grounds action for damages
should be taken against the person so
interferingi en ne with a9 sacred right and hebe
should be prosecuted under ane law
providing against obstruction and in-
timidationtimiluil dation

some lady citizens should in our
opinion offer to in order to test
the validity at the section that dis
franchises them without cause wit-
nesses should be present to testify to
their offer to vote and their rejection
the deprivation of a right which has
become property without due process
of law is an excess of legislative au-
thority and toin violation of wellveil known
guarantiesguaranteesguaranties sufficient damages should
oebe demanded to carry the case up to a
court where there is some
of obtaining justice

the conspirators against the peace of
utah and the liberties lot the majority

of its citizens have not yet succeeded
in their nefarious designs they are
looking to brigham city abr a slensign
we hope to seosee it as the harbinger of
their discomfiture and as a token that
minority rule I1 is not yet atrium

in a territory otof the great
american republic

JOSEPH H EVANS PARDONED

A SPECIAL to the in another
column brings the welwelcomecoillie titidingsclings
that father joseph H evans has
been pardoned by president cleve-
land

the communication ofet the attorney
general and the remarks of president
VIclevelandeveland exhibit an important fact
that the mercilessness and cruelty ex-
hibited by district attorney dickson
judge zane andaid other officials in
the enforcement of the laws against
polygamy and unlawful cohabitcohabitationation
are opposed to the views and senti-
ments of the administration

A tale of relentless vindictiveness is
susceptible of being unfolded that
would startle it not horrify hu-
mane minded men who are
unacquainted with the details
of the judicialcial war that
has been for some time prosecuted
against the mormon people wear
fafamiliarmillar with them from actual knowl-
edge it is a pleasure to be assured
as indicated by the dispatch referred
to that such evadunadulteratedulcerated diabolism
receives no sanction of approval from
the department of Justic eor the r res-
ident of this great nation

at the time the petition for the par-
don of brother evans was forwarded
to washington mr dickson was asked
to endorse it all that he would do
was to certify to the facts stated in
the document as being correct accord-
ing to his understanding but he re-
fused to make any recommendation
stating at the same time that hebe could
not recommend the pardon of any man
who would not make the promise
it is refreshing to know that there Is
somegome magnanimity in the breasts of
the headsbeads of the government itif it is
conspicuous for its absence in some of
itsito local representatives

ir is18 A LAW

aister the NEWS went to press on sat-
urday evenieveningug definitenite word was re-
ceived by private dispatch as to the
day when the autianti mormon bill
wen tato the president itit was saturday
february and so there is now noBO

question as to whether or not the bill
has become a law the ten days ex-
pired before congress adjourned so
the measure became a law without the
signature of the president the query
arose through the positivetive statement
in a contemporary that it did not
rereachach ithe president until monday
february in which case the
ten days limit would not have expired
beforebecort congress legally
adjourns ard3rd of maratimaru but vyoy a
permpermissibleper Q tilethe 3rdard is extenextendedced
till noon of theine ath

we do not snare the extreme feeling
exhibited in some quarters on both
sides in regard to the attitude of
president cleveland while it is true
taut many would have been much bet-
ter pleased itif he hadbad vetoed the meas-
ure which liehe could notnoc cordially ap-
prove and a greatreat many more would
have preferred that he had sinnedsigned the
bill which he did not like to veto his
position between tuetae horns of a dilem-
ma was quite embarrassing and one
that required theme exercise of great
judgment as well as uLiunusualusual courage

it is easy to say what he ought to
have done but charity will suggest to
all who condemn him put yourself
in hisbis place he could not approve

as a
and for fairness suggested a8
veto but the biu was th work 0of
both the great political parties it
was passed by very large majorities
most of hisbis official advisers desired itsita
passage as favorable to his party
befort the country the populace
and the preachers who have
wethe ears of the multitudemultidude demanded it
there was the temptation of the claim
which time will prove fallacious by

themaythe way that the democratic party
hadbad accomplished by the bill in one ef-
fort moreinore than the republican party
bad accomplished after a quarter of a
cent potteringlotteringpottering and boasting avaand
zojo offset this there was nothing but a
sense of unfairness tuto an unpopular
and unorthodox body few in number
comparatively and without votes on
national questions laIs it to be wond-
ered at that with all hisbis reputation for

backbone he hesitated to
run against pressure that
condemned a veto

we have the position of the presi-
dent however to sustain our viewsview in
hostility to the scheme which precipi-
tated this improper legislation it was
soio bad that with all the influence urg-
ing him to signsl en it the president could
not do such violence to his convic-
tionseions as to give it the positive sanction
of his official signature that is a
good sign it shows that hebe is not im-
bued with that vindictive spirit which
animated its projectors and thatthai he
is not desirous of extreme measures
against a people who are pursued by
bigotry and maligmalignedaed by misrepresent

tation and who at present have no lairfair
opportunity for public defencewe must treat the measure now asaipart of the statutory law of the coun-try some of which is otof doubtful va-lidity because it Is in conflict with thespirit and letter of the supreme lawof the land this however will have
to be determined by judicial authority
what resistance to injustice andwrong may be offered must be inter-
posed peacefully and legally it is our
ddutyaty to contend ivichinch by inchanch for our
rights as citizens of the united states
and as worshippersworshippers of thatb true andliving god under ita constitution that
fguarantees this privilege and in do-
ingaig that forg ourselves and our posteri-ty we at the same time will perform apart of our mission in oattbattlingling for the
civil and religious rights and privileges
of all people of every party and every
creed

CAN THE commissioners
FORMULATE AN OATH

A QUESTIONT I10N hasha s been sprungspTu ng in refer-
ence to the legality of the oath and in-
structions sent to brigham city to
govern the municipal election in that
Pplacelace it is alleged that there weraa
only two utah commissioners here at
the time when the was
transmitted and it is argued that it
takes a majority of the commission to
make the action of thatthai body valid

we do not think there is any-
thing in this objection it would
no doubt require the ac-
tion of a majority of that body to
legally appoint any registration or
election officer in the territory or do
any tiling else which the commission is18
authorized to perform by act of con-
gress but the commissioners or
any of them have none more legal rightaejto formulateorm an oath or prescribe reg-
ulationsions for the conduct of elections
than five main street merchants ordr one
member of the central committee of
the peoples party

the utah commissioners have
done a great many things for which
they can find no authority in
the act which created their
office and defined its duties some of
those things were perhaps advisable
under the circumstances to secure
uniformity and preventeilt confusion
but it is clear not only from the word-
ing
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of the law but from a ruling of the
supreme court of the united states
that they have no authority of law for
formulating au oath of any description
wwhateverhatever if they do so it is not bind-
ing upon anybody and if it received
ththe of every member of the

duplicated and kripli
bated it would be none the more of
aelegalal valuectbut if the registration officer is au-
thorizedzed to administer the oath and if
the presiding judge of election may do
so in case otof an election before the
regular revision of the registration
lists providprovidaprovidttA for by law mat-
ters whether thehextallutah cocommissionersrumiss bonerstoners
oranor any other lawyers frame the form
of the oath for the registration officer
or the judge of election section
twenty four of the new law authorizes
the administration of the oath
bby the officers named and themahutah commission or one or two
of that body simply put theabe
oath into shape for those officers and
thus uniformity is secured and elec-
tions can be conducted with order and
similarityImi larity some of the persons
selectedelected to perform the duties of those
positions are so densely ignorant and
so bitterly malicious and part izan that
but for some regulations and formula-
tions by the utah commission or
other body or person whom they would
recognize they would soon get into a
snarl and serious trouble would be the
consequence

it is all right that some comcompetentdetent
persons should see that the law isiq car-
ried out according to its intent and
while no legal importance may be at-
tached to anaa election oath or regula-
tion because it was formulated by the
commission or some of its members
it cannot be objected to on that ac-
count if presented by the proper
officer and it is perhaps all the bet-
ter for being put into shape by personspersoas
professionally qualified to do the work

WILL OROB AFFIRM

triz voting citizens of utah should
become thoroughly familiar with the
language of the test oath provided in
the new law designed to abridge their
liberties they should understand
that it does not infringe upon their
abstract belief they may believe that
it is right and proper under certain
circumstances for a man to have more
wives than one and to live with them
as such or they may believe it is
wrong tori any one to marry woremore
thanban one wife or they may believe it

wrong to marry at all the test oath
does not assume to affect any belief

Neit tier does it affect tilethe expression
of belief the right to defend and ad-
vocate anything that one believes to be
right is au inalienable right under con-
stitutional protection liberty of
speech and of the press is one of the
rights that cannot be infringed by law
the test oath was carefully worded so
as not to trench on faith or usits defence
or advocacy it only affects actactions

those who take it propromisemise to obey thelaws of the United states audand to re-
frain from aiding abetting counselingadvisingor any other person to commit
the crimes defined and forbidden in the
edmundsEd act and the new law

all kinds of nonsense will be uttered
and put forth to deter mormonscormonsMor mons
from voting farfetchedfar fetched notions as
to aiding and abetting will be ad
va need the twenty fourth section of
the new act is its vital point to thecrusaders against the peaceace of utah itcontains their only tehopepe forJor spoilsthey curse it already as an emascu-
lated
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I1 meameasuresurel and confess that if any
considerable number of the morimor
mons take the oath the lawlaff is not
worth a dime but most of the

cormonsmormonsMor mons are too old birds to be
caught with chaff those who
feel that they can take thotheoath may do so withoutany fear from sources that
will be pretended as icafraught withdanger every qualified mancitizen waymay
take the oath who la swillingat the timeof doing so to obey the laws of the
united states and to retrainrefrain from
helping or advising others to break the
law some intent to do an actor help
or advise another to do an act that ispunishable by must exist inthe mind oft the voter or he need not
be deterred from taking the oath

there is another considerationsome people have a natural oredusor edu-
cated antipathy to taking an oath
in any form the law provides that
they may make an affirmationaffifmationthey may either swear or afflicrelmm the
affirmation is as legal as the oaththose who do not want to take thelitterlatter may claim to subscribe to thefurmerformer instead of 1I being
duly sworn they each waymay saysalibe
ing duly affirmed let every voter who
objects to swear insist upon making
an affirmation instead this is as the
law provides and when technicalities
are insisted upon by others we do no
wrong in also insisting upon
calitsiscali this when insultsit suits us to do so

personallyally we recognize no moral
difference between swearing and afaf-
firming or indeed from a simplesimple un-
certified statement A mansmana wordshould be as good as his bond his
aspoken promise should be as strong as
hsbis written agreement hisbis affirmation
equivalent to his oath itif his present
fimention is to break the law or to ad-
vise and aid others in doino boheso be
would in our opinion be morally
though hebe is not legally debarreddebarresde barred from
either affirwing or swearing to the test
oath

there are male persons in this city
who have occupied prominent official
positions and are gentilesGentl lea and
leaguers of the blackest brand who
have expressed and boasted of thear
intent to take advantage of every
illicit opportunity that a woman
would yield in other words that
they would violatee the rules
of virtue when they pleased and hadbad
the chance their character and pro-
clivitiesclivi ties are well known yet we hear
no word of warning to them not to take
the oath though it relates to the
crimesclinies of fornication and adultery
just as much as to bigamy and Ppoly-
gamy
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why is this thus obh they
are gentiles and gentile votes
are wanted I1 Coasconscienceelenoe does not
count in that case it is only when

mormonscormonsMor mons are likely to vote that the
conscience scare is to be worked for
much more than it is worth itif a

gentile of a certain sort does not
intend at the time the oath tois
presented to indulge in his
usual loose and libidinous con-
duct it will be considered that
hisbis conscience is clear and hebe can sub-
scribe and vote with impunity well
it a Ohmormonlormon unmarried or with but
one wife does not intend at the time
the oath or affirmation is presented to
break the law why is tiehe to be up
braided for so declaring and voting in
support of majority rule as opposed to
minority domination
let the heathen rage and the

leaguers imagine a vain thing but
let every citizen of utah who has a
headbead on his shoulders think lorfor him-
self look at the vile scheme concocted
fforor his political slavery by the would
bbee plunderers of the territory hebe has
hhelped to build u rejoicing at their
failure to establish an autocracy on
american soil make up his mind todoto do
everything that he can legally and

to still further defeat
their infamous project which hhas now
only one unstable leg to stand upon
and that is the twentytw enty fourth section
of the double I fathered abortion that
was unworthy of the presidential sig-
nature

THE TOKEN OF THEIR
DEFEAT

TTHEuz election at brigham city on mon-
day was a sign to the schemers who
want to run the territory of utah for
their own aggrandizement it means
that they have made another failure
they understand it in that light
hence the frantic ravings of thetheirir chief
organ and the profane curlingscursingsaings of the
principal fifty cent leaguers they
were confident ahathat no mormon
would take the test oath so they pre-
tended while all the timethue ahey were in
an agonyagon of doubt over the matter
now theyey make out that ibee
knew all along what the cormonsmormonsMor mons
boull do and tuaimat nuno bata however
trained would be luo lutlubitithemiem
to take

they ignore the fact that the con-
ferencef arence committee purposely worded

the oath so that it should not infringe
upon any ones faith or opinion or the
expression thereof and that every
walemale citizen of aagege 11 mormon and
gentile who had no intention of

breaking the law should be able to
take it and they blind their own eyes
to the fact that the mormonscormonsMor mons in
idaho suffered themselves to be de-
prived of the ballotbalha and of the right
to hold office rather than takelake
an oath which infringed upon their
faith and their membership in- the
Churchchurch of jesusjebus christ of day
saints thus encroaching upon their
religious liberties that idaho test
oath will itieitselfif be tested and when it
reaches a competent court there is lit-
tle doubt that it will be set aside asan
void antiand illegal but the refrefusalubal of
the whole body of mormonscormonsMor mons la14
idaho to take the territorial test oath
stio ws that all the ravings of the lea-
guers about the perjury of the utah
mormonscormonsMor mons on taking the congres-

sionaldional test oathare so much hunbuncombecombe
and balderdash the angry
eions of disappointed

the attempt of the to make
the present attitude of the voting

mormonscormonsMor mons a contradiction of the
course takestaken by their plural dived
brethren before the courts has been
completely exposed in these columns
and need not be controverted again at
length those who cannot see the dif-
ference between the promise sought to
be extorted from a roanman who has plural
wives that he will forsake and repu-
diate them in the face of solemn cov-
enants to cherish them for ever and
an agreement to obey the laws oiof the
united states by a man who has never
entered intolouch marital obligations
must be olindblind indeed

but however the mormonscormonsMor mons I1 may be
misrepresented on this matter it will
make no difference as to the result
we areaccustomed to being maligned
the opinion of the world ilk of small
value to those who set the service of
god above the goodod will of men and
the hatred of afothe villains who are now
more venomous than ever because they
see they are baffled in their evil pur
pose only causes a smile of derision pror
a sensation of pity poor miserable
wretches how they do squirm in
their rage and sputter in their de-
feat I1

the liberal policy now announced
tois to be one of obstruction names arear
to be kept off thithe register by all the
arts that can be resorted to then they
are to be struck off the roll when a
pliantalit tool can be induced to aid in the
vexatious work then challenges are
to be made at the polls then elec-
tions are to be contested and their
apparent results reversed this osithe
published programme of the fourfoar bit
leaguers Well this is not to be abheabne
sided campaign the people are mak-
ing a determined stand for the rights
olof which they are sought to be deprived
the samesaine I1legalelca I1 means and remedies
are in their handsbands as those on which
their unscrupulous and foes
affect to deiv

it gives us pleasure to foresee not
only that the people will be able to
maintaindaintain the balance of power in spite
of the odds that will be arrayed against
them but that the scoundrels who
have made sure of their prey and have

counted their chickens before they
were hatchedbatched will still be doomed to
chagrin and disappointment it may
be thought uncharitable to rejoice over
the of even the most wicked of
conspirators but even the almighty
has cledeclaredclare that he will laugnlaugh at
their calamity land mock when their
fear cometh 11

the course for the mormonscormonsMor mons to
pursue is clear every man must de-
cide for himself whether he can or
cannot consistently take the oath re-
quired by act of congress 0 a qualifi-
cation for voting office holding and
luryjury service andabd in doing so hebe should
keep in view the object of the enemies
ofet the people of utah to defeat that
and maintain the right preserve the
territory from the grasp of the spoil-
ers and protect the persons and prop
erty of the majority from the ravages
of a conscienceless minority should
be the aim of every good citizen and
to accomplish that all should do every-
thing in their power that is both
ble and right
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