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GENERAL CONFERENCE.

The Blxty-seventh Annual Confer:
ence of the Cburcb of Jeens Christ of
MLatter-dsy , Bainis convened in Lthe

Taberoecle, Balt Lake City, at 10 a. m.
on Bunday, April 4, 1897. Prerident

eorge Q, Uannon presidrng, Prosl-
dent Wuford Weodruft velng absent
on eccount of sickoess, Eldes
Brigham Young of Lhe Quorum of the
“Twelve, was not preeent for the seme
TerADD,

Of the general autbotities prtesent on
the wsiand there were ol the Flrst
Presidency—George Q. Cannon wnd
Josepn F. Bmiib; of the (Juorum ol
the Tweive Apostiei—Lotenzo Bonow,
Franklin D. Richarde, Francis M.
Lsymep, Jobhn Henry Bmith, George
Tesednle, Heber J. Grant, John W.
Tayior, Marriner W. Merrill and
Aonton H. Lun¢; Patrlarch Joha
Bmitb; of tbe Firat Beven Presidents
of Beventiet—Beymonr B. Young, C.
D. Fjelsted, B. H. Hoberts and Geotge
Reyuolds; of the Presiding Bishopric
==Wm, 8, Preston, Robert T. Burton
and John R, Winder.

‘The fHret mweeting of Conterence
wae largely attended, many of the
peopie belng compelled toeiand durlng
the rervicee.

Conference wae called to order by
Pretident @eorge Q. Cannop,

The cholr end congregation eang the
Jayma which begine:

Our God, we raise 10 Thee
Thanks for thy hlosslogs froe,
We here enjoy.

Opening prayer py Elder John D, T,
MeaA llister,

Tbe onolr rang!

Softly baams the Saored dawning
\Of tho great millenpisl morn.

PREFIDENT GEU, Q. CANNON

anid, *Fresident Woodrufl desired me
tc benr his love to the Conference. He
has been judisposed for a few daye,
but js much better, though somroely
sitong encueh to come to meetiog thie
mmorning. He hopee, however, lo be
with ue at some time during the Con-
ference. In order ubat thelfe mey be
Mo concern relallng to hls healib, 1
wieh to say tbat he” ls much belter
thupn be bas been, He {5 somewhst
weak, but fesling very well otherwise.
He hes been troubled for some litlle
time back, wlilb insomnla, that s,
sleeplestners, and this buas worn on
him, but bhe has heen sleeping Very
well for the jast two or thrve days and
mighte. I thougbt that Ibhis annsuoce.
ment to the Conference would eatisty
the inguiries of a good many who have
duenrd that he was not well,

'The speaker thea dirfecled the atlen-
tion of tbhe general nwmembly (o lhe
proeperons cooditten of the work of the
Lord, irdicsting that He wae looking
aipon His pecple with favor. Repolts
from ai) parts of the world showed un-
Aenal sacoesa reculting from the efforia
0f tbe Elders abroac. Eleven hun.
dred egule brd been added to the
hurch In the Bonthern Stales alone.
In tbat fleld It wans expected thal by
the ¢nd ol the present year the num-
ber of Bunds y fchoola organized wonld
reach 150. Eiver Eliss B. Klmball
Jpreeides there. In the Eastern and
Miudie Blates prospects were flattering,
this belong the report hrought hy Elder
Bamue) W. Richards, who had pre-
sided there for over two yeare. He
Bng bean sucoeeded 1n that position by

Elder Alonzo Kesler. Brother Kelob
presided ju the Nortbweutern Btates.
He waas logated and Jaboring in Chi.
cago. Muech good wae being done,
and new openings belag mads for the

spread of the (icapel in tbal sec-
tivn. Elder Nye had oharge of
the OCslifornlan missiop. A most

encouraging featute of present mis-
slonsry lebors wag the increase of
tulth smong the Elders, indicated by
meny of them traveilog without purse
and sortip. They had been greatly
bleemed in complylng with - this re-
quiremnent; their wanptsa had been
supplied, be Lord baving operaled
apun the people, openlng tbelr nearts
lo recelve Lhe servents pf God. Even
in Great Britain; and on the continent
ol Europs numbers n! Elders wers
tryiog totravel in thia way, although
It was bfflcuit to do this completely
ona account of the fear exisling in

telatlon to nibillem & nd soclulism; men’

withonut money were lisble to be
arreeted and imprisoned. In Euatops
the work wWas prospeting, espeoinliy 1D
norithern Bweden, snd iu Heliand,
Eider Bpencer who recently relarned
trom Lhe lallet country guve & most
flattering account of 1he resnlte follow-
ing the preaohing of tbe Guspel there.
In Germany the missionaries were
belnyg given larger liberty than bereto-
fore, and eome men of prominence
were imclined to Invesilgate Lhe
Goepel. For the present the Elders
tiad,owlng tothe Armenian difficultiee,
heeu withdrawn Irem Turkey, and to«
wothk there left to the management of
local Beintle. ADn encoursging sepect
wis presented by Lthe Polynesisn
telande, and Jjpndeed the whole
ritustion of the work RBoroad waes
prospercue. God had wrougnt a won-
derful ebhange upon lbe minds of the
peoples of the earth, The deadly
baired toward the Bajuts which hav
existed atl times had disappeated.
Toirteen hundred Eldurs weke In the
fleld and oalls for more laborers were
comloy from every direciion, Alto-
gether the work of the Lord was Dever
mure proeperous then now. President
Cannoon direoted attention to the fact
that & mixhty fleld had scaroely been
loucbed—tbe peoples of the svutbern
portion of this continent, where there
were millions of Liapiaviies tg whom
the Gospel had yet to be carried.

The speaker tben mentioped Ltbe
faol that oporatlous were ju
progrers  in felds mpearsr home.

Elders Edward Blevenson and Mat.
thias F. Cowiey had vielted the north,
lusbo aod Monlans, whers they bau
been warmily received,and their eflorie
atiended with snocess. | The same
couid beanid im relatlon to recent in-
bore in Idaho by Eldere Jonathan G.
Kimball aocd Henry W, Nalsbitt,
wolie Elder Jobn W. Taylor, of the
quorom of the Twelve had opened up
4+ missjon in Colotado.

Roference was made by the speaker
to a recent probability of aivlsion in
the Chureh at heme, on mocount of
erronevls dootrine having beem pru-
mulgated and {alse statements wmads.
A reuciioa bad set in, however, Re.
porie from all the Btakes wete to Lhe
s ffect Lhat those who had been misled
wele haviog their minds . enlighlensd,
All signs indioated thsat the Bainis
were growioy o an understanding of
the duties ot the Prissthood. God had

susiatned His servants and people In

every dark hour and would contioue
to do 8o, g

Prerident Canoon brlefly reviewed
the condition of the vatlous auxiliary
organizations of the Church—npotably
the Young Mep’sand Young Ladies’
Mutus! Improvement aszooiations. He

meationed that the Banday school
membersbip bad Incressed neatly
68,000 during tho past year, and the

toinl of officers and Members was now
sbout 105,000, There had been a con-
#luerabie inorease In the membership
of the children’s Primary aseocistions,
the report showlne an enrollment of
33,600, besives 2,770 officers, mpu If
vveory Stake bad reporied the probable
aggregate would be shown to be sbout
88,000, There bad aleo been a gratify-
iog inerease of religiom clasees, the
object of which was to provide Ee-
ligious inetruction for children of the
Halnts whboattended the public schoole.

At the close of Presldent Qannon®s
di-course Bister Mable Qooper wapg:
*Unto Thee, O Lord, Wil I Lirt my’
sSoul.”?

PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. BMITH

was tbhe next spesker. He referred
witn gratifiostion to tbhe preaching of
the QGoespel wilhoUt purse or aorip,
credit for this conditiou belng due in
gteat measure, to Eider Ellas 8. Kim-
balt, preaideal of the Bouthern States
miselop. He advised all parents whoee
#uns Wers on Missions, Lo exhort them
to truet in the Lord, instead or fat-
nishing them witn sn sbundapge of
weans. He ehowed tbet the exgellent
gualities of (Rith and trustininess were
deveioped by wdberence tp these and
otber prioolples of self-snorifice, Men
and women thus grounded in the fuilh
were sejdom moved by trial or diffl-
ouily.

Referring to a Jetier he had repeived,
complajuing of the eXistenocw pf the
Fitst Presidency of the Ohareh, Presi-
juent Bmith read from Seotion 107 of
tbe Dootrine and Covenants, where the
qaocrume and duties of the two grest
di1visions of the Priesthood sre defi ped.
One who had been bigh 1la anthority
nad even advooaled Lhat the Firet
Presidency shouid not have pesp ot-
gunized alter the dealb of the Prophel
Joseph Bmith, hut the presiding su-
thority ebould bave heen {aft with the
A postie:, wiln 8n executive commit-
tee appelnted ffrom tbat body to take
the active management of aftalrs.
Thet this idea wus coutrary o the
order of toe Priestucod was proved by
the (urther reading of the seotion abpve
rufalted Lo,

Resding ocoocerning the gon-
ferving of the puwer ol presluleg over
the whole Church upon the First
Presidency, who were named ln the
revelstion perased, he suid the |law of
(lod, tnerefore, wauto the effect that

‘the Churen shonld not exist for sny

grest length of {ime without the three
preesiding cfficers, to represent God 10
tbe earth. ‘Pne further description of
the Ohuroh orgenizition was resd, lo
shew now exsct thu pattern was, and
bow literaliy it muit he adhetea to, 4D
otder vhat the Ghutco mughbt be pers
ecl in I8 ofganleaticn and jta work-
foge.

‘T'ne choir emng the anthem:
How heauliful npon the mountalns
Arc the feai of Him ihat bringeth good tidings,
the solo ef which was rendered by
Bieter Lizzle Toopass-Ed ward.



