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GENERAL conference

the sixty be seventh annual confer-
ence of the church of betus christ of
eatter day saints convened inIII tile

saltbait lake city at 10 a m
ooon sunday april 4 1897 president
ceorge Q cannon presiding
dent enford woodruff heingbeing absent
on account of sicknew elder

of the quorum of the
twelve was not uL for the somesame
eaonson
of tathe general authorities presentprecept sineo

abebe stand there were of the first
presidepresidencyncy george Q cannon and
josephjoeph F smith otof the quorumboo um of
ate twelve A post jec lore u so snow
franklin D richards francis M

john henry smith george
teesdaleTe aidale reberheber J grant john W
taylor marriner W merrill and
anton H luna patriarch john

of the first seven presidents
of seven alee seyseymourman r B young C
D Fjola ted B BH roberts and george

of the presiding bishopric
ww BZ preston robert T burtonburtch

and john BR winder
the first meeting of conference

AWAs largely attended many of the
keople beingbefog compelled to stand during
the perviouscerv iceeoss

conference waswan called to order by
george Q cannon

the abair and congregation sangang the
which beginabedim
our god we raise to theebee
thanks forfor thy blessingsble treefreewe here enjoy

opening prayerbrayer by elder john BD T
mcallister

the chair
softly beams the sacred dawning
af the great millennial morn

Q CANNON

maidald president woodruff desireddedred me
to bear hlahis lovejove to the conference he
liaabra been lud imposed for a few daysday
tout laIs much hotterbetter though Boaroelj7
croogaccove enough to comecoma to meeting this

orning hefie hopee however to brbe
with uano at some time during the con-
ference in order watthat there may be
an concern relating to hishie health I1
wish to mayaay thatbat be tola much better
wanbaa hebe hasbaa been he lain somewhat

weak but feeling very well otherwise
me hasbaa been troubled for little
time back with insomnia watbat liin

and thisthia hasbaa worn on
himblaa but he hasbaa been sleeping very
well for be lost two or three daysdaya andsights I1 thought that this announce

abent to the conference would satisfy
the inquiries of a good many who have

aboard that he waswaa not well
the speaker then directed the atten

tion of the general assembly to the
prosperousoua condition of the work of the

ord watthat he was looking
aponpon hlahis people withwilk favor reportsreport
from all partogpartalotof the world bowed un
matual suctions resulting from the efforts

of the elders abroadabraao eleven bun
dred souls had been added to the
achurch ioin the southern statesbeatea alone
in that goldfield it waswaa expected thatbat by
thelit indend orof the present year the num-
ber of sunday taboos organized would
reach bluer elfellaa S kimball
dealdeaides there in abe stern and
middleIs states prospectsproa were flattering
thle being the report brought by elder

samuel W richardsBiohardi who had pre
eded theretheire foxfor over two bearr HOfie
bad bowbean irkin that position by

elder alonzo keplerkeoler brother celeb
presided in the northwestern states
he waswaa located and laboring in chi-
cago much good wasWAR being done
and new openings being made for the
spread of the gospeldospel in that secbee
tiliuon elder nye bad chargechang ofI1the californian minmission A mostuloet
encouraging feature of present mis-
sionary laborslabor waswae the increase of
faith among the elders indicated bybj
many of them traveling without purse
and scrip they hadbad been greatly
blessed in complying with this re

their wantswanta had been
kupsuppliedcupplpliedled theibe lord having operated
upun the people opening heir hearts
to receive the servants of even
illn great britain and on the continent
of europe numbers orof fluorelders were
trying to travel in thinthia way although
itU waswaa difficult to do thisbib completely
on account of the fearfar existing inID
relationloB to nihilism and socialism y men
without money were liable lutu be
arrarrestedbated and imprisoned in europe
the work waswaa prospering especially in10
northern sweden and lain holland
elder spencer who recently returned
from the latter country gave a mostmoat
flitteringflatteringflittering account of the results follow-
ing the preaching of the gospel there
in germany thebe missionaries were
being given larger liberty than hereto
fore and some men of prominence
were juall ned to investigate abe
gospel for the present the elderselden
dowingba to difficulties
been withdrawn tram turkey and thi
work there left to theabe management of
local sainte an encouraging aspect
waswaa presented by the polynesian
islands and indeed the whole
situation of the work abroad waswai
prosperousproe god hadbad a won
darful change upon the mindsainia of heabe
peoplespeopled of the earth the deadly
hatred toward the saintsbatata which had
existedaried at times hadbad disappeared

thirteen hundred elderseldera were toin the
field mudand calls for moreinore laborerslaborera were
coming from every diredirectionoLlon alto
bother the work of the lord waswaa never
muremore prosperous than nowhow president
cannon directed attention to thehe fact
thatabat a mighty field had scarcely beenbean
touched the peoples ot01 the mut bero
portionfortion of this continent where there
were millions of Lamaultes to whom
the gospel had yet to be carried
toethe speaker then mentioned the
fact that operationsopera tlona were I1lub
programs in fields nearer home
elderseldera edward stevenson and mat
wiss F cowley bad visited the north
idaho and montana where they baubad
been warmly their
attended with success the sameame
could beskidbe laid inii relation to recent Jsji
borebora in idaho by elderselden jonathan 0
kimball and henry W naisbittNalsbitt
while elder johnjohb W taylor of the
quorum of wethe twelve had opened up
a masslon in colorado

wai ladebymade by the speaker
totoma recent probability of division in
abe church at home on account otof
erroneous doctrine having been pru
amul gated and false statements made
A reactionloa hadbad setet toin however rebe
portspone from all the were to the
fleet that those who bad been misled

were having theirheir mindsmind enlightened
allAH signs indicated that theme saintswere growing lain an understanding4 of
abstbs dutiesdalles otof the priesthood god hadboa
luitained his servantsmer vanse and people lain

every dark hour and would continue
to do goBO

president cannon briefly reviewed
the condition olof the various auxiliary
organizations of the church notably
the young menomen o and young ladlesLia diek
mutual improvement associations he
mentioned that the sunday school
membership hadbad increased nearly

during the pantpad year and the
faial of oera and members was now
about there had been a con
ahi erable increase in the membership
of the childrenschildren s primary
the report showing an enrollment of

besides 2770 officers and if
every stake bad reported the probable
aggregate would be shown to be about

there had alsoalao been a gratify-
ing increase of religion classes the
object of which waswai to provide re-
ligion

re-
ligious instruction for children of the
saints who attended the public schoolsoho

at the closecloae of presidentPreel dent Cancantonianonia
di course slatersister mable cooper sangbang

thee 0 lord will I1 liftlifs my
reoul

PRESIDENT JOSEPH F SMITHnuth
waswaa thehe next speaker he referred
with gratification to the preaching of
the gospel without pursepuree or soran
credit for this condition being due in
great measuremea flure to elder ellaa 8 kiln
kallball president of the southern state
mieelenselon he advised all parents whose
avas were on missionsmiB siona to exhort them
to trust in the loidl instead of lerfar
niobling them with anall abundance ofat
lossmerob he showed that the excellent

lem of faith and were
by adherenceadberenee to themegeee andaad

other principles ofet selfbelf sacrifice meomen
and women thusthua grounded in he faith
were moved by trial or diffy
aulty

referring to a letterlatter hebe had received
complaining of the existence of the
first presidency of the church
gjent smith read from section of
the doctrine and covenantedCovenantCovena atoej where the

and duties of the two great
adivisions of the priesthood are defined
one who had been high lain authorityaug bority
tiedbad even advocated that the firstpresidency should not have been or
anizel after the death of the prophet

josephjoaeph smith but the proddingpresiding amaa
thorny abound have been left with the
A with an executive commit-
tee appointed from that body to take
the active management of attainthat this idea was contrary to thebe
order of too priesthood waswaa proved by
weabe further reading of tilethe sectionlection above
referred to

readingbeading concerning the con
ferring of ahe or preeliing over
the whole church uponspon the pintfirst
presidency who were named in thehe
revelation perusedperu Bed he said the law of
god therefore waswaa to we effect that
the church shouldmould not exist for any
great length of time without the three
presiding offloers to represent god inan
the earth theme further description of
thehe church waswaa read to

showabow nowhow exact the pattern waswaa and
nowhow literally it mu be adhered tota in
order that the churonchurch might be per
act in itsif organization and itsif work

ings
the sangaasc the anthem

I1

how beautifulbeau upon the mountainsmountain
are the feet of him that brihringethngeth good tl linx

the soloablo ofef whlor waswaa rendered by
sister ainsle taomas edward


