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OUR congressman

washington D C 1893 the only
colored man in congress comes from
south carolina his name is george
washington murray and he represents

people his district isis the
famous black district which was repre-
sented by gen robt smalls and it is
the biggest negro district of the union
it is two hundred miles long and it
winds in and out like a snake scalloping
the atlantic coast and cutting the state
of south carolina like a saw it is the
district set aside by the whites of that
state for colored representation it con-
tains few towns and only one fifth of its
popopulation is whitetherethere is no question about geo W
murraysMurrays ancestry every feature of his
cannon ballbait head is modeled oh african
lines his complexion is that of the
ace of spades and his features areare olof the
pronounced negro type he is by no
means a bad looking colored man he
stands about five feet eight inches in his
stockings and is broad shouldered and
strong limbed he has shown himself
to be a man of nerve and a politician of
shrewdness he talks well but butchers
the kings english in many of his sen-
tences he has had to fight for all that
he has and his education has been ac-
quired in almost as remarkable a way as
was that of fred douglass I1 had a talk
with him last night about himself and
questions relating to his race

HOW ONE COLORED MAN WAS
EDUCATED

I1 first asked him as to his history he
replied 1 I was born in the district in
which I1 live just about forty years ago
my parents were slaves and when abra
ham lincoln freed the negroes I1 was
just eleven years old I1 had no money
and no one to take care of me but I1 de
aided at that time that I1 would have an
education and went at it I1 learned mymv
A B CsCIS by asking other children who
went to school what the letters were
ajandad by practicingcing

i on every person whom
I1 met I1 finally learned to read and write
I1 studied as best I1 could until I1 became
able to read the newspapers and I1 know
that I1 could stumble my way through a
congressional speech when I1 was fifteen
it was about this time that geo S
boutwell a congressman from maine or
massachusetts made a speech which I1
read it made a great impression upon
me and I1 concan quote one sentence from
it now it aasas on the southern question
and I1 think it read as follows 1 I know
that there is pro slavery desire and al
waysway has beeneen anand aalwaysways willI1 be until
we the rerepublicanu lican partyy grindrind it into
powderde tramplea ale it ununderer foot and free-
dom bblowsws tthee dust out with the healing

adfof her wings this sentence made an
impression on me and I1 probably read
it to some of our peopleveoplis as the colored
boys who could read always read the
papers to the others well in this way
JLt learned to read and write arithmetic
always cathecame easy to me and I1 could
figure out sums in my head long before
I1 knewkaew how to make the figures when
I1 was eighteen years old I1 had so far
progressed that I1 began to teach school
and the first school I1I1 ever entered was
aas a teacher and not as a scholar after
timteachingching several years I1 went to the
university of south carolina and re-
mained there at school until the govern-
ment of the state prohibited the co edu
cation of the races and forced me out

I1 then went back to teach in the public
schools and was engaged in teachingleaching
and fanning until I1 was elected to con-
gress

FARMING AMONG THE NEGROES

how aboutabou farming among the
negroes mr burraymurray I1 asked are
they gradually acquiring property

they are indeed emphatically re
Ppliedaed the colored congressman the
negro naturally wants a farm of his own
and my people are buying lands on long
time and are improving them some 01of
them owns farms of from one to two
thousand acres and there is a colored
man in washington to day whwho0 farmsarms
seven thousand acres of land in georgia
he owns more than this but he has this
amount under cultivation I1 own a little
farm of my own and there are thous-
ands

thou-
sand of colored men in the south who
own land we are advancing right
along in the accumulation of property
and the time will come when our people
will be a commercial and business factor
in the united states I1 believe that our
success depends upon our education and
enrichment and I1 look for the time when
the negro will stand even with the white
man as a property owner

how about property rights in the
south are those of the colored people
respected

yes I1 think so was the reply
the southerners are anxious that the

negroes should own property and they
encourage them to save and invest their
money they treat them fairly so far as
any of these things are concerned but
they do not give them a fair show in any
political way there is fraud in evereveryY
election in the south and there has not
been a fair election in south carolina
for years the whites control the ballot
boxes and they count the ballots to suit
themselves the governor appoints the
officers of election and there are all
sorts of tricks to prevent the negro from
hhaving a fair vote one way is in the
sizesize and shape of the ballots the
ballot must be so many inches long and
so many inches widew ide if the paperpaper
varies one sixteenth of an inch the ballot
naymay be thrown cut the ballots are put
into boxes labeled with the names of tilethe
officers to be voted for if a ballot isis

i

dropped into the wrongwrone box it does not
count many of our people cannot
read and by changing the boxes about
they make it so thatgat the ballots go into
the wrong box and are thus worthless
we have also laws for registration which
make it practically impossible for a fair
election

THE KU KLUX IN THE SOUTH
how about the ku klux
there are no ku klux in the south

and there is very little terror arising at
the polls the whites are able to ac-
complishcom their ends without the use of
a shot gun they dont need them

how about the feeling between the
negroes and the whites will there ever
be a war between the two races

1I think not the negroes appreciate
the fact that such a war would result in
their destruction and the fight that they
intend to make is along business and
educational lines we propose to edu-
cate ourselves and to save our money
and when we become the equals of the
whites in property and in business you
will see thatwe have better recognition

do you think that the negro is the
evalequal of the white in natural ability

1 I dpdo replied the african congress-
man tHihistorystory has shown that the sons

of ham are as strong as the sons of
shernshem and japhet in every way it was
once thought that the negro could not
advance in learning beyond a certain
point but the colleges know that thenegro is the equal of the white and inmany cases superior I1 think that we
will gradually equal and eventually dis-
tance the whites the reason for this isthat we have got to start from thebottom we have nothing and wemust fight for every inch we are very
ambitious and we will not stop until weget to the top

A MIXED RACE
what will be the future of the tworaces will the negro ever unite with

the whites
1 I believe said mr murray thatthere will eventually be a mixed race inthis country made up of negro andwhite blood when the negro becomes

rich and educated the objection to him
will wear away and there will be inter
marriages between the two races atpresent the negroes have no objections
to such marriages they think that theonly ground ofof marriage should be thatof love the objection comes from thewhites and this will disappear as thenegro equals them in property and otherthings

do not a large number of your peo-ple object to colored men marrying
white women you remember the howlof indignation that went up from thecolored people olof this country when
fred douglass married a whitewoman

yes replied mr murray 1 I doand the indignation against douglassbolglawas so strong because he to a large eex-tent represented the colored people otthe united states and the fact that he
married a woman of white blood was
considered by our people a slap at the
women of his own race they thought
it meant that he could not find a coloredwoman good enough for him and hencehad to take a white one

THE colonization OF THE NEGRO
how about negro colonization mrmurray will such schemes ever sucaeed
no was the reply the negroes

have never been in favor of such coloni-
zation nor have such schemes ever beenengineered by people who have notwanted to make money out of it therewas a movement about fifteen years airaago
to take the colored people to kansas
and there have been propositions tosend them to brazil and other placesthe negroes are in the united states tostay and if they could have free trans-
portationpor tationcation to liberia or to africa they
would not take it I1 do not think thepeople of the south want to get rid orofthe negro and I1 think if we are let alonethat we will work out our destiny to thesatisfaction of every one

LYNCHING IN THE SOUTH 1

how about the numerous cases oflynchinglunchinglynching that have recently taken place
in the south

the action of the whites in this re
gard 11 laidsaid mr murramurray is an autraoutragehundredsupon civilization hundreds of tthee
men who are murdered in this way are
innocent and the lynchinglunchinglynching is brought
about to keep the races apart trumped
up charges are made against the colored
man irresponsible white women are
induced to accuse obnoxious colored
men of crimes against them the
colored man is arrested put in jail A


