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thesetheme interesting natural featuresfeatured of
the san juan valley which suggested
the name of bluff to the original
settlers

opposite the river and about four
mmilesiles above bluff isie a large cave about

feet across horizontally about
feet high and perhaps feet deepdeeps

7 in which there are somegome very interest 11

ing rem dante of the habitations of the
cliff dwellers perched high up upon
a ledge of rooksrocks in the interior of the
cave and near its rootroof are the walls
of an ancient dwelling containing
sixteen rooms varying in size from

feet to feet someborne of the
walls yet standing are more than
12 feet high and from 18 to 12 inches
thick thero is evidence that the
building in some places at least was
two stories high remnants of pottery
and aboriginal utensilsuton sils of different
kinds are found buried in the sand
covering the floors of the respective
rooms below the ledgeleage on which the
wallswalla stands on the slope leading to

V the bottom of the cave growsa species
of wild desert vegetation in great pro-
fusioni which is green rallall the year

11 around and beautiful flowers have
been picked from it in the month of
january the soil where this vegeta-
tion grows Is almost moist and at times
therehere is a small seepage of water from

the sand forming a tiny stream which
trickles down the ravine opening out
iromfrom the mouth of the cave into the
river bottom accompanied by sever-
al of the brethren from bluff I1 visited
thisthia interesting cave yesterday

I1 have seldom if ever in my visits
to the settlements of the saints in th a
rocky mountains found a more open-
hearted and appreciative people than
the saints at bluff I1 have spent
today sunday with them in meet-
ing and addressed a congregation
of both siintosaints and strangers twice
after the evening meeting I1 was sur-
prised in an unusual manner in being
presented by bishop jens nielsen with
the sum of 11 contributed by the
good hearted saints toward defraying
my traveling expenses though onen

unlooked for on my part the
means came very handy as I1 was
puzzled as to how I1 could obtain the
necessary funds to buy my railway
ticket from mancos to the san luis
stake

the saints at bluff certainly deserve
great credit for their public spirited-
ness they have just completed a fine
rock schoolhouse which tois by far the
best building of any kind in san juan
county they have also the walls off
a new meeting house 6050 x 80 feet up
to the square and expect to have it
under roof this fall As soon as it is
definitely that the settlers will not
have to vacate in favor of the indiansindiana
most of the families here are ready and
able to build good and substantial pri-
vate dwellings up to the present they
have lived in their primitive logjog
houses ANDREW JENSEN

written for this paper

IN THE HOLY LAND

thinking a few lineslinea from the holy
land 22 relative to the future prospects
of the turkish missionoo might hebe of
interest to the readers of the NEWS I1
will endeavor to set forth someborne of my
views on this questiontion

the work of the lord in thisthia despen

ration hasbaa as yet not bad its oomcorn
menomone ement in asia minor notwith-
standing a number of the elders have
diligently labored in this part of the
vineyard to establish branchesbranc bea and
gather out precious souls to
help roll on the great and
glorious latter day work when I1
sayay the work has not yet commenced

I1 mean of course comparatively
speakingpeaking for a number of souls have

been found that were willing to bum
ble themselvesthemBelvea before the lord and
receive baptism for the remission of
their sinsbins and at aleppo and
promising branches otof the church have
been established the inmembersembers of
which while poor in this worlds
goods are rich in spiritual blessings and
gifts and though at the saints
are persecuted by neigh
bornbore still they rejoice exceedingly
in the testimonies they have received
through faith and good works and are
ever ready to defend the principles
they have espoused

elder F A huish of payson utah
is at present at studying the
turkish language and encouraging the
saints to lives of usefulness and honor
before gudgd he reports a splendid
feeling existing among them and
considering everything I1 think the
outlook at tois bright and full of
promise

the same be saidbald of aleppo where
euerelder Ve a native brother tois
stationed and is diligently laboring
foror the uupbuilding of godgodsgodaa kingdom
on earth A number of souls have
been added to this branch recently and
the spirit of god prevails among the
saints two or three of the brethren
are professional men as is also brother

I1
and their learning and in-

fluence aandnd knowledge of the language
are a great help to the spreading otof the
glad tidingsI1 eldereider albert herman
from bear lake county spent consider-
able lime in this martofpart of the vineyard
he tois now at damascus trying to make
an opening there I1 fourfear with rather
indifferent success though when
I1 was there a few weeks ago two of the
natives asked to be baptized they
were arabs and arabs are as a rule
very hard to impress with the import-
ance of the rites and ceremonies of
the gospel their former education
causes themhem to think that water
baptism is too simple an ordinance
to require any previous reflection or
preparation they exhibit great in-
terestto in the gospel when they first
hear it andand accordingly ask to be
baptized but when it comes to repent-
ing of sins and humbly bowing
before the will of our heavenly
father and forsaking paths of
evil they are not steadfast enough and
in a very short time they cool off and
then of course baptism is out of the
question with the armeniansArmen ians it is
different for they investigate and
strive for the holy spirit by fasting
and prayer and this fact accounts for

thehe progress of the lords work in the
north aleppo and where a
great part otof the inhabitants are
armeniansArmenians while here in palestine
and syria where thebe great majority of
the people are arabs the success of
the elders has not been so encouraging
another drawback in the syrian part
of the mission is the language which
extremely difficult of itself tois made
still muremore so by the many other lanian

grages a missionary lais continually
coming in contact with the length
of time spent in this mission lais
ly enough in which to master the
language under existing circum-
stancesstanoea and when an elder is released
helehe is succeeded by some one totally
inexperienced regarding the tongue
and customs of this ancient and pecu-
liar people

I1 understand a class has been
started in utah in which future
missionaries may gain at least a
foundation of modern arabic I1 would
recommend that those who study
arabic with the view of filling a
missiondimion in this country acquire also a
knowledge of german for this lan-
guage isin indispensable to missionaries

in palestine our elderselden have found a
number of choice souls in the ger-
man colonies throughout this land
and no doubt there are a few more
waiting for the rays of the gospel
light to burst in on them

though my views concerning the
eastern people have undergone some
change since arriving here a year ago
I1 still believe there is a great work to
be done in this land numbers of the
house of israel will be fished out of
the dark places and be made to rejoice
in the gospel the elders will have
to be patient and fullfull of faith and
christian love lorfor they will certainly
meet with much opposition from those
wwhoho profess to be followers of the meek
and lowly jesus as well as from
the followers of mahomet the
scribes and phariseesPharisees and the
Herod lans though flying dif-
ferent colors are justfust as much a part
of palestine today as when the captain
of our salvation was made to suffer the
death of a malefactor on calvary and
though the spirit of the age prevent
them from doing the same with godgodspe

servants in this day they lift their
handsbands as high in horror and pull I1justnot
as long faces at the mention of
prophets apostles and blessings fol-
lowing the believer as did the selfbelt
righteous bigots who cried his blood
be on us and our children 20 eighteen
hundred years ago our lord taught
asaa one having authority and
laid the axe at ane rotro t of all the false
religious systems of his day and his
duly authorized and commissioned
servants of all ages have done the same
thing no wonder they were and are
rejected and opposed by the great ma-
jority of the world the stone that
was hewn out of the hill cumorah

without hands continues to roll and
gather moss and the kingdoms of
this world are gradually becoming the
kingdomKinic dum of ourur god and his christ
and I1 see nothing but a bright future
for the turkish mission

DON GC W ausem
P BS since writing the above I1

have received a letter from brother
hermanfierman from which I1 learn of the
destruction by fire olof the great
mosque in damascus this magnifi-
cent building was at one time a heathen
temple of either greek or roman
architecture usits its massive stones and
beautiful arches indicate after con

conversion this heathenish
temple was changed into a
cathedral and was dedicated to john
the baptist three centuries later
when the city fell into the
handsbands of the moslems the church
was divided by treaty equallyly between


