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these Interesting natural feamtures of
the S8an Juan valley which suggeated
the name of Blafl' to Lhe original
settlers.

Opposite the river and about four
miles above Blufl, is a large cave (about
250 feet across horizoatally, sbout 300
feet high and perbaps 200 feet deepz
in which there are some very interest
ing remnants of the habitatione of the
cliffi-dwellere. FPeroched high up upon
a ledge of rocks in the interior of the
cave and near its roof are the walle
of an anclent dwelling contalning
sixteen rooms, varying In eize from
14x10 reet to 7Tx3 feel., Sume of the
walle yet standing are more than
12 feet high and from 18 to 12 inohes
thick. Tnerv is evidence thal the
bullding, in some places at least, was
two stories bigh. Remmnante of pottery
and aboriginal utensile of Jiflerent
kinde are fouud buried in the sand
covering the floors of the respective
roome. Below the leage on which the
walls stande, on the slope leauing to
the bottom of the cave, grows a specles
of wild desert vegetatlon in great pro-
fusion which is green sll the year
arcund; snd beautiful HSowers have
been picked from it in the month of
January. The soil where this vegeta-
tion growe s almost moist, and at times
there is a amali pvepage of water from
the sand forming s tiny etream which
trick les down the ravine opening out
from the mouth of the cave into the
rlver bottom. Accompanied by saver.
al of the brethren from Bluff I vielted
thiv Interesting cave yesterday.

I have seldom, if ever, In my visits
to the settiements of the Balnts in the
Rocky Mountains, found & mote open-
hearted and appreclative peoplo than
the Bainte at Bluff. I have spent
today (Sundsy) with them in meet-
ing and addreseed n congregation
of both Bainta and strungers twice.
Aftur the evening meeting I was sur-
prizred in an unuosual manner lo being
presented hy Bishop Jens Nieleen with
the sum of $i1 ocontributed by the
good-hearted Bainls toward defruying
my traveling expenses. Though en-
tirely unlooked for on my part, the
means came very handy, ase I was
puzzled 88 to bow [ oould obtain the
necessary funds to boy my rsliway
tlcket from Mabncos to the San Luis
Btake,

The Balnts at Bluff certainly deserve
yreat credit for their public epirited-
nees. They have just completed a tine
rock schoolhouse, whioh 18 by [ar the
besat building of any kind in 8an Juan
county. They have nleo the walle ef
a new meeling house, 50 x 30 feet, up
to the square, and expect to have it
under roof this fall. Aa soon &z it is
definitely that the aettlers wlil not
have to vacate in favor of the Indinns,
most of the familjes here are ready and
able to bulld rood and substantial pri-

vate dwellings, up to the present they | g

their primitive log
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have lived in
houaeres.

Fritten for this Paper.

IN THE HOLY LAND.

Thinking a few lines from the ‘“*Holy
iand,’’ relative to the future prospecie
of the Turkish mission, might be of
interest to the readers of the NEws, I
w|ll endeavor Lo sel fofth some of my
views on thir question.

The work o! the Lord in this dispen-

sation bae as yet not had Its com-
mencement In Asia Minor, votwith-
standing » number of the Klders have
diligently labored in this part of the
vineyard, to estshlish hranches and

gather out precious soule to
help roll on the grest  and
glorioue latter-dny work. When I

any the worz has not yet commenced,
I mean, of course, compatatively
speaking, for A number of souls have
pneen found thut were willlng to bum
ble themselves before the Liord, and
receive haptism for the remiesion of
their eine, and st Aleppo, and Aintab
promising branches of the Church have
been established, the wmembers of
which, while poor in this world’
goods, srerich in spiritual blessings nnd
gifts. Andtboughat Aintab the 8aints
are persecuted by their Protestant pelghb-
bors, stlll they rejoice exceedingly
in the testimonies they have received
through faith and good wotrke, and are
ever ready to defend the principles
they bave espoused.

Elder F. A. Haleh, of Payeon, Utah,
ls at present at Alntab, studying the
Turk:eh langunge and encoutagiong the
Saints to lives of usefulness and honor

hefore Gud. He reporte s splendid
feeling exlsting among them =and
considering everything % think the

outlook at Alntab is bright and full of
promiee.

Thesame besald of Aleppe whete
Elder Vezeriap, s native brother, is
utationed and is diligently laboriog
for the upbulldlng of Glod's kingdom
on earth, A number of souls have
besn added to this branch recently, and
the Bpirit of God prevalle among ihe
Bajnts. Two or three of the brethren
are ptofersional men, as is also Brother
Vezerian, and their learning and in-
fluence and knowledge of the language
are o great help Lo tbe spreanding of the
glad tidinge. XElder Alvert Herman
from Bear Lake county spent coneider-
ubletime In thie part of the vineyard.
He is now at Damuecus trying to make
sn opening there, I fear with rather
indifterent success, though when
I was there a foew weeks ago two of the
petives asked (0 be baptized, They
were Araba, and Arabe are, as a rule,
very bard to impress with the fmport-
unce of the rites and ceremonies of
the (Gospel. Their former education
cases them Lo think that water
baptism ia too slmple an ordinance
to require any Pprevipus reflection or
preparation, They exhibit great in-
terest in the Gospel when they first
hear it and &accordingly aek to he
baptized; but when jt comes to rapent-
ing of eine 8nd humbly bowing
before the will of our Heavenly
Father, and foresking patbe of
evil, they ate not steadfast enough and
Iin 8 very short time they cool ufl, and
then, of course, baptiem ie out of the
uestlon. With the Armeniane it is
different, [or they investignie and
strive for the Holy Spirit by fastlng
and prayet, snd thls fact accounts for
the progrese of the Lord’s work jn the
north, Aleppo and Alntab, where &
great part of the inhabitanis ure
Armeuians, while here in Pulestine
and Byria, where the Ereat majority of
the peopie are Arabe. the success of
the Klders hae not been 8o encoaraging.
Another drawbaok in the Syrian part
of the miesion ie the language, which,
vxttemely difflcalt of itgelf, is made
at1]l mure so by the many othet lan-

guages a misslonary I8 continually
coming in contagt with. The length
of time spent in thle mlesion le scarce-
1y enough in whloh to master the
language under existing circum-
stancee, and when an Elder is released
he {s suoceeded by eome one totelly
inexperlenced regarding the tongoe
and customs of thie ancientand pecu-
lar people.

I uanderstand a clase hae been
started In Utah in which {futare
missionaries may gain st least &
foundation of modern Arabiec. I would
recommend that those who study
Arahlc with the view of fllling s
mission ln thie countty acquire aleoa
knowledge of Qerman, for this lan.
guage is indispeneable to missjonaries
in Paleatine. Qur Eldets have found a
pumber of choice souls in the Ger-
men oclonles throughout thie land,
and no doubt there are a few more
waltlng fof the rays of the Gospel
light to butst in on them.

Though my vijewa concerning the
Easstern people have undergone some
chunge since arrlving here s year ago,
I still believe there s & great work to
be done in this land. Numbers of the
House of Israel will be febed out of
the dark places and be made to rejolce
in the Goepel. The Elders will nave
to be patient and full of {alth and
Christlan love, lor they will certainly
meet with much oppoeition from those
who profess to be followers of the meek

and lowly Jesus ae well as [rom
the followers of Mabomet. The
Scribea and Pharisees and the
Herodiane, though figing  dir-

lerent colors, are jost as much s part
o’ Palestine today as when theCaptain
of pur ealvation was made to suiler the
Jeath of a malefactor on Calvary; and
though the spirit of the age prevents
them from dolng the eame with God*s
servanta in this day, they lift their
hande as high in horror, and pull just
as lopg faces at the mentlon of
Prophels, Apostles, and blessings fol-
lowing the believer, aa did the wsell-
rightecup bigots who cried, ““His blood
be on us and our children,” eighteen
hundred years ago. Qur Lord “taught
a8 one having authority' and
lald the axe at tne rost of all the false
reilglous eyptems of His day, and His
duly authorized and commiesloned
servants of all ages have done the same
thing. No wonderthoy were, and are,
rejecied aad opposed by the great ma-
jority of the world., The stone that
was hewn out of the hill Cumotah
t‘without hands™ contlnues to roll and
gather moss and the “‘kingdoms of
this world are gradually becoming the
Klngdum of our God and His Chriet,**
and I see nothing but s bright future
for the Turkish mission,
Don €. W, MUSSER.

P. 8.—Slpnce writlng the above [
huve received n letler from Brother
Herman from which I learn of the
Jestroction, by fire, o! the ‘'Great
Moeque’ jn Damagcus. ‘Thie magnifl-
cent buildlng was st oue time s healthen
temple of efther Greek or Roman
arohltecture, «8 ite muesive stones snd
besutiful sarohes indicate. After Con-
stantine’s conyersion thie heathenish
temple waa changed inte a Qaristian
cathedrai, and was dedicated to John
tne Baptiet. Three centurlea later,
when the oily feli into the
nands of the Moslems, the church
was divided, by treaty,equally between



