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prophets were dead I1 felt braced
up every bone and sinew
within me seemed as though made
of steel I1 did not shed a tear I1
went into that hall though I1 knew
not what I1 was going to say to that
vast audience I1 opeopenedd the bible
promiscuously and opened to the
words of st john where hewbesaww
under the altar the souls of them
that were slain for the word of god
and heard them cry how long 0
lord holy and true dost thou notot
judge and avenge our blood on them
that dwell on the earth the
lord informed them that they must
wait a little season until their
brethren were slain as they were
I1 spoke on those words

jnexteat day I1 met brigham young
in the streets of boston he
having jjustaist returned opposite to
sister voces house we reached
out our hands but neither of us was
able to speak a word we walked
into sister voces house we
each took a seat and veiled
our faces we were overwhelmed
with grief and our faces were
soon bathed in a flood of tears
I1 felt then that I1 could talk though
I1 could not do so before that is to
brother brigham after we had
done weeping we began to con-
verse together concerning the
death of the prophets in
the course otof conversation he
smote his hand upon his thigh and
said 11 thank god the keys of the
kingdom are here brother
thatcherthatch er referred to that yesterday

all that president young or my-
self or any member of the quorum
need have done in the matter was to
have referred to the last instructions
at the last meeting we had with the
prophet joseph before starting on
our mismissiondion I1 have alluded to that
meeting many times in my life

the prophet joseph I1 am now
satisfied had a thorough presenti-
ment that that was the lastfast meeting
we would hold together here
in the flesh we had had
our endowments we had had
all the blessings sealed upon our
heads that were ever given to the
apostles or prophets on the face of
the earth on that occasion the
prophet joseph rose up and said to
us brethren I1 have desired
to live to see this temple built
I1 shall never live to see it
but you will I1 have sealed upon
your heads all the keys of the king-
dom of god I1 have sealed
upon you every key power
principle that thipth god of heaven
has revealed to me or sealed upon
me now no matter where I1 may
go or what I1 may do the kingdom
rests upon you P

now dondontdonitit you wonder why we
as apostles could not have under-
stoodstood that the prophet of god was
going to be taken from us but we
liddid not understand it the
apostles in the days of jesus christ
could not understand what the
savior meant when he told
them 1I am going away if i do not
go away the comforter will not
come neither did we under
stanl what joseph meant but
he said after having done this lyeye
apostles of the lamb of Wgod my
brethren upon your shoulders this

kingdom rests now you have got
to round up your shoulders and bear
off this kingdom and he also
made this very strange remark if
you do not do it you will be
damned

I1 am the last man living who
heard that declaration he told the
truth too for would not any of the
men who have held the keys of the
kingdom of god or an apostleship
in this church have been under con-
demnationdem nation and would not the wrath
of god have rested upon them if
they had deserted these principles
or denied and turned from them and
undertaken to serve themselves in-
stead of the work of the lord which
was committed to their hands

when the lord gaveave the keys of
the kingdom of dodgod the keys of
the priesthood of the
apostleship and sealed them upon
the head of joseph smith he
sealed them upon his head to
stay herehefe upon the earth until
the coming of the son of man
well might brigham young say
the keys of the kingdom of god

are here they were with him to
the day of his death they then
rested upon the head of another
man president Johnjohn taylor he
held those keys to the hour of his
death they then fell by turn or inin
the providenceprovidencedence of god upon wil-
ford woodruff

I1 say to the latter day saints the
keys of the kingdom of god are
here and they are going to stay
here too until the coming of the
son of man latalllet all israilisrael under-
stand that they may not rest upon
my head but a short time but they
will then rest on the head of another
apostle ananiI1 another after him and
so continue until the coming of the
lord jesus christ in the clouds of
heaven to reward every man ac-
cording to the deeds done in the
body

I1 want to add another thing be-
cause I1 feel it is my duty to
say it to the latter day saints
there is a feeling it was so in the
days of joseph smith that he was
not the man to lead the church
even his bosom friends men
with whom he saw the angels of

cowdery and others con-
sidered him a fallen prophet and
thought they ououghtht to lead the
church this history is before
you and before the world
the same feeling was mani-
fest in the days of brigham
young when hewahe was called koholdto hold
the keys of the presidency of the
church there were other men
who thought they should be ap-
pointed to that office but the god
of heaven manifested to you and to
me and to all men who were in
nauvoo upon whom the mantle had
fallen brigham young took his
placelace and led the church and
kingdom of god up to the day of
his death

there are men today there will
be men titill11 the comingcoining of the son of
man I1 expect who feel as though
they ought to lead the church as
though itft is not going on right that
this that and the other is wrong I1
say to all israel at this day I1 say
to the whole world that the god of
israel who organized this church

and Kingkingdomdum never ordained any
president or presidency to lead
it astray hear it ye israel
no yuanman who has ever breathed
the breath of life can hold
these keys of the kingdom of god
and lead the people astray

we talk of rwisolationelation therethere has
been a feeling of wonder many
times as to why brigham young
did not have revelation why john
taylor did notnet have revelation why
wilford woodruff does not have
revelation why any other apostle
does not have revelation I1 hold in
my hand a book of revela-
tions enough to lead this church p
into the celestial kingdom of god
anybody who will obey that law
will have all the revelation that he
can fulfilfulfill on the earth we are
not without revelation the hea-
vens are full of it so is the holy
priesthood

I1 know the destiny of this people
it is revealed by the god of israel
and left on record I1 know the des-
tiny of this kingdom and awantI1 want
cosayto say let us try to unite together
and fulfilfulfill the law of god you need
not trouble about the kingdom
god has established he will take
carlofcare of it the same god who has
organized this zion and gathered

people here from the nations
of the earth has his eye over you
he is watching over you and he
will take care of you when you do
your duty zion is not going to be
moved out of her place the lord
will pleadplead with her strong ones
and if she sins he will chastise her
until she is purified before the lord

I1 do not pretend to tell how much
sorrow you or I1 are going to inmeetbeet

with before the coming orof the sonSOD

of man that will depend upon our
conduct

with regard to the keys of the
kingdom of god they were placed
on the earth to remain and they
will remain until jesus christ comes
in the clouds of heaven butrandbut I1 and
other men the apostles and all who
are called to officiate in the name of
the lord need the faith and prayers
of the latter day saints

bywayby way of closing I1 willwilI1 say that
brigham young john taylor
wilford woodruff these twelve
apostles around me and everyone
of the seventies high priests
high councilorscouncillorsCounci lors presidents of01 J
stakes the and the

priesthood and all the
latter day saintssaintie all will get what
they labor for whatsoever we
sow whether good or evil of that
we will reap the fruit

but in the morning of thereser
you will fludfind joseph sinith

holding the keys of this kingdom
and dispensation at the head of alla
israel who belobelongn to this dispense
tion he will holfhold them to the euend-
less

d
of Aages eternity

ing that we all get our rewardrewa
for what we do the keyskeyS of wthe
kingdom were given to jojosepostesmith they wre placed on wa

ofheads of other mmenieni en I1to make use0 01

on earth for a short time and WW
shall all 11havawe get through we

our reward
let us make upour mindsmind to serva

and honor god do not have anyat y

fears concerning the kingdom wa


