
t

THE DESERET WEEKLY
danced principlesprinciples but in most cases a
solid foundation of first principles must
be laid so we have found it to our ad-
vantage to p each from five th ten ser-
mons on each subject whenever we have
the opportunity to speak to the people
up to the present time we have had no
difficulty in securing places in which to
preach or people to attend our meet-
ings

although we have held some seventy
five meetings in this small county we
have not betbeann over one haba fbofof the coun-
ty yet at no timelime have we been dis-
turbed at any of our meetings or have
been treatedmated in anyway but with the
greatest respect we have kind friends
on every hand who are ready and willing
to minister to our wants too much
praise cannot be given to the people ot
this state for their kindness and hospi-
tality some people who at first were
prejudiced against us and hesitated to
receive usu are now our best friends
here let me state that the singing of
our hymns has attracted the attention
of many people who otherwise would
not listen to us the pcpeopleople are great
lovers of singing and will go miles to
attend our meetings some of them drawn
by the hymns we sing we have copied
many of our best hymns for ppeopleople who
wished to learn them in some locali-
ties where we hodho d meetings we have
good assistance with our singing jttopap-
pears that the elder who can prepare
himself at home to be able to read mu-
sic and sing the same properly has a
double advantage inninsina akingking friends and
thus being able to spread the gospel
our advice to all our young men at home
who have ootnot yet fulfilled missions and
are connected with no ward choir is to
learn to sing at the barlitearliestst possible mo-
ment and when they petget out inoinlo the
missionary field they will be able to ap-
preciatepreci ate this advice if it is not possible

ta learnleam the mus c then do the next best
learn the tunes to as HE any gcoy hymns

as possible
among the elders it is a well know n

fact that the elder whoho can sing well
has more success in making friends than
one who cannot stingsing or one who has
the voice but has not improved the op
port unites that are amply provided for
idlall our young men at home but to our
young men we would say do not be dis
couraged if you think yoyouu cannot sing
because when you getgent in the miss conary
field itif there is any sing in you it will
soon be developed

we have enjoyed the very best of
health chiwwhile Jalaboringbering in this couilcountyty
one great blessing we have and enjoy
herebere is the splendid spring water that
flows from the mountains in abundance
to observe the word of wisdom and
travel without purse or scrip are the
rulesrates in the conference and to these
facts may be ascribed some of the great
success that is attending the labors of
the elders

on sunday the aith of march we had
the privilege of leading down into the

i waters of baptism sister laura debee
reed the first person to embrace the
gospel in this country thesisthis is the first
baptism that has ever taken place in the
county as far as we have been able to
learn another application for baptism
tashas been made but the person has been
prevented by sickness there are also
many others who are earnestly investigat-
ing the gospel and so we are luckinglooking
for a great harvest to be gathered here
in the near future again let us en

courage the men who are being
called to fulfill missions not to falter or
dread the task especially if the call is
to the northern states mission for if we
do our duty no matter where we are
god can open up the way before us and
kind friends will be raised up to take us
in and provide for our wants these
things we can testify to when we enter-
ed this state we did so with fear and
trembling having heard so many times
of the the hardness of the hearts of the
people and their selfishness and lack of
hospitality so in entering our field of
labor with fasting and prayer we caled
upon the lord to open up the way be-
fore us to prepare the hearts of the
prope to the gospel to raise up
friends to us that our temporal wants
may be suppliedup and in every way ad
vance ththe work we are engaged in and
0 how wonderful and complete has he
answered our humble prayers i instead
of finding the people selfish in hospit
able and hard hearted we found them
well educated kind considerate hospit-
able and charitaschari tabetab e in our travels we
find manmany of the people who are from
the old pennsylvaniaennsylvania dutch stock and
they are almost always kind hearted
people

the winter just past has been a very
mild one for this country the snow-
fall would be about the same as at salt
lake city in any ordinary winter the
thermometer however has registered as
low as eighteen degrees below zero
which is consconconservedderedsered mild weather fur
this country axe last two weeks in
march was typical utah spring weather
thethe grass isis growing the trees are begin-
ning to bud and all indications point to
an early spring

it is quite a sight here now to see the
maple trees running sap to make maple
sugar the people generally call the
trees sugar trees

at the present time we have but ten
elders in this conference but could use
fifty very easily and still have plenty to
do the ministers iniia this part of the
country do considerable talking against
us but ivin a very quiet behind our back
way w wheneverchenever we meet any of them
they will shake hands and appear very
sociable but they generelly advise their
people to keep away from our meetings
and not to entertain us but all this so
acir has mode us more and better friends
in some localities we find many of the
people who are in open rebellion to
such interference by the clergy with
their personal liberties and who declare
they will attend any meeting they
choose and entertain whoever they
like

so the good work goes on and
through it all our faith is strengthened
and our testimonies proved

the NEWS comes to our address
regularly it is a welcome visitor and is
read with much interest after reading it
we send the paper to saints or friends
who are very anxious to read it

JOSHUA SELLEY
secretary pennsylvania conference
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pinckneyvilleBYVILLE march
herewith find a synopsis of our aoncon-

ference which was held in this city com-
mencing on saturday march aoth at
io10 a m and lasting torfor two days
through the courtesy of the german
methodists our services were held in

their meeting house there were fi
elders present besides our afav
president elder L A kelsch as
lowslow E S sheets D A lowry vf
E abbott S L bunnell V E avil0
land D M guest M J ballard 1ew
christensen joseph empey peter
derson george A hill 1 W franc
G buchanan john A coon and C
dinwoodey

our services were presided over
the president of the conference elEK
V A candland the first meedmee
opened bbi singing prayer was c
by elder empey

elder candland with a feta WO
chosen remarks welcomed the pubpublicaw to
our meetings and introduced elkei
christenson who spoke upon the sutsu
of faith

elder ballard then sang the 1bya
prayer after which elder BOB

took up the subject of repentance
choir sangsane and benediction was of
by elder C E dinwoodey

2 p in singing prayer by not1

kelschkeisch singing f
elder D A lowry was then

decd and dwelt upon the lutje
baptism

elder empey followed upon the 06alahhr
subject

elder ballard then favored us t
the hymn guide me to thee
elder ballard then spoke upon
holy ghost choir sang and E
christenson offered the closing prayprayI V

p m singing prayer by E
sheets sinsinginggring

the subject otof the personality
god was taken up in this meeting
elder L A kelsch he also bo
strong testimony choir sang bentben
tion by elder guest

march aist lo10 a in singing
bybv elder buchanan

eider V E candland then took
the subject of church organization

elder ballard followed with a
after which elder christenson
upon divine authority choir
benediction by eldereider abbott

2 p m singing prayer by FAesac
francom i i

elder C E dinwoodey was then nac
producedtrod and spoke upon the acostaapostle
text amos viii ix

after the choir sang the hymn
spirit ot godgoa like aafirefire is bernu
elder ballard took up the restore
of the gospel

the choir sang and benediction VISOwa
offered by elder hill

p mn singing prayer by elat
lowry singing

the time was occupied by elder
kelschkelchkel ch upon gospel principles theIN
choir sang benediction by elder coom

this closed our meeting at
ville but our spiritual feast did not aw
at this on monday morning 40div
wagonsa ons loaded with mormon preached
andan a saints wendedbended their way up 1

round prairie about twelve miles nora
here we partook of the hospitality40
brothers flatterblatter krupp iodand
Ppabstabst while there we held ototar
priesthood meeting also three other
meetings in our mormon meeting howhouse
this place has the distinction of having
the only latter day saints meeting
house in illinois

at our priesthood meeting the paca
ment was administered bby eleh
christensen and empey Eelderer Q
land addresaddressedbed us for a few minutes
ing some very good advice after


