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Indian Wﬁr on the Pacific. B

HeapQuarrErs, Department of the Pacifie,
Benecia, n&u@mia, Feb. 12/856.
To His Exeellency Isaac 1. Stevens, Gov
nor of Washington Territory:— =~ 7
Sir—L received your coununication of the
23d December and. 29th January, 1856, on the
6th inst., bat too late to reply fo it by the re-
turn steamer. For the information which it
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to overcome,
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I trust, hﬁw#ver,; Ifmll i'a‘-_-tb!q

As soon as this war is te | inqﬂ_ﬂ : nith&
Cascade mountains, I be able to'send all
my dispnsable forees against the Indians on
Rogwe River and Puget’s Sound.! It is, how-
ever, due to fruth to say, thatat no time were
volunteers regnired, or in any sense of the term
necessary for the defence of the inhabitants of

te do it.

imparts, you have my thanks. ~ When vou kKnow' : .
my instructions to Colonel George Wright, of | ofithe Indians occupying the country east of the

the Ninth infantry, at Vancouver, you will dis-
cover that many;of yonr sugzestions have been
anticipated. In presenting, however, your plan
of campaign, which is a very extended one,
vou ﬂimnhfbava:rhnnliected that Fhave neither)
the resonrces of'a Territory nor'the treasury of
the UnitedStates at my ‘command. - 8till, you
miy be assared that the rwar against the Indi-
ans will be' prosectited with ' all the vigor,
prampiness and efficieney I am master of, at
the same tim¢ withont wasting unnecessarily
the meansand resourcés at. my dispo8al, by un-
timely and unproductive expeditions. With
theladditional force which recently arpived at

Vantouver-and ‘at the Dalles, I think I shall|

be-able to bring
inonths; provided the extermination of tha In-
~dians, which I do not approve of, is not déterm-
ined on, and private'war prevepted, andthe vol-
anteers withdrawn from the Walla-Walla ¢oun-
Lry: | | §
« Whilst Twas in Oregon it was reported to
me thatmany citizens, with a dne proportion
of volantees§ and two mewspapers, advocated
the extérmination ‘of the Iadians,  This prin-
ciple has been acted oh in- several instances,
without diseriminating between enemies and
friends; which has been the canse in Sonthern
Oregon of sacrificing many innpcent and worthy
citizens—as in ‘the case of Major Lupton and
his party. (volunteers) who killed twenty-five
JIndians, eichteen of whom. were women and
children. "These were friendly Indians, on their
way to the Indian reservation, where they ex-
pected.protection from the‘whites, This baz-
barous act is the cause of the present contest
in the Rogne rivercountry, and-as:Captain Ju-
«dah,U. 8. Ay reports, is retaliatory of the con-
ductrof Major Lupton, - - it hocf |
«" By same mail which brought me your com-
‘munication T.peceived one, now before me,
from a person whom I think incapable'of mis-
‘representation, which informs me that the
friendly«Caynses are every day menaced with
death by Governor Curry’s volunteers. The
writer saysthey Bave despoiled these Indiangs=—
who haveso nobly followed the advice.of Mr| '
Palmer, toremain faithfulfriends to the Ameri. |
can§—=of their provisions. To-day, he says,
‘these same cvolnonteers, without, diseipline an

without orders, are not yet satisfied withrapine i

and injasiice, bt wish to take awaythe sidall
sremnant of animals and provisions lef,

Lvery day theyaun off the horses and cattle
of the friendly Indians. These had become in-
daignani, and will not be mnuch longerrestrained
from resigting'eondnct so unworthy of the
whites, who have made them so many promises
to respect and protect them if they remained
faithfal friends;  The writer further says if
the volunteers are not arrested in their brizand
actipns the Indians will gave themsalves by fly-
ing to the homes of their relatives, the Nez

«Perees,«who have proniised them help, and
then all the Indians of Ofegon and Washing-
ton weuid join ia the common defence. This

vinformatlion is fin a great measnhre confirmed
by a person, who, I am @ssured, enjoys your
confidence. *

¢« ‘1 need not say, althpugh I-had previonsly in-
siructed Colonel Wright to take possession of
the Walla-Walla country af the earliest mos
ment - practicable, that I directed him to give

sjproteciion, ag soon as he could, - do the friendly |

Cayuses from the depredations of the volun-
teers. It-is such eonduct as here coraplainéd
of that irritates and greatly increases the ranks

« 0L the hostile tribes, and if the Nez Perces join

" fn the waragainst us, which I'hope tu prevent,
we shall reqnire a mach larger force than we
now have in Washington a
ries to resis.. sav
the whites.

I have recently sent to Puget’s Sound two
companics of the Ninth infantry, These, with
the three companies there, will give a force of
nearly oi.quite four hundred regulars,eom-
manded by Lieutenant Colonel Casey. This
foree, with several ships of war in the Seund.

to which will be added in & fow days the United
States steamer Massachusetts, it seems tome,

ilrightly directed, onght to be sufficient to bring
to termetwo hundred [ndian warriors. Captain
Keyes, in his' lask report received, says there
are not two hundred in-arms in that region,

age barbarity and to protect

Lieutenant Colonel €asey has been direeted to |

prosecute the war with the gregtestvigilance
end activity, The gallant Captain Swartwout,
who goes in the Massachasetts, Commander-
in-Chief of the naval forces inthe Sonnd; will.
I am assured, zealously, efficiently and, I trast,
successfally eo-operate with Colonel Casey to
bring the war to a close. < |
1o regard to the operations east of Cascade
mountains, il Governor Carry’svolunteers have
not driven the friendly Cayuses and the Nez
Perces into the ranks of the hostile tribes, and
they should be withdrawn from the Wall-Walla
country—I have great hopes that I shall be
able to bring the Indians in fhat region to terms,
- nolwithstanding the volunteers killed the chief,
Pin-gin-mnx-mux, scalped him, cut off his ears
and hands, as mpnrl;ed]::y volunteers, and sent
them to their friends in Oregon—all this, too,
after he met them under a flag of truce, declar-
ing he was for peace, that he did not wish to
fight, that his people did not wish to fight “and
that if any of his young men had done wrong, |
he would make restitutions” while at the same
time he offered the volunteers cattle for food.
Such conduct may have caused feelings difficult

the war to a close in a few | to the milita

=

} with some of the prineipal rensong Wh}' Qm}ErEHH

Oregon Territo- |
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Orezon from the ‘depredations -and-barbarities |

| Cascade mountains. Nor was there any cir-
cumstance to justify Governor Curry in send-
ing his troops from Oregon to Washington Ter-
ritory to make war onthe Walla-Wallas, from
whom.the Oregonians had no danger whatever
. to apprehend.  On this subject I would refer
vou to.the report of the Seeretary of War, dated
the 3d of December, relating to the affairs of
‘the army, in which he says:—*“The Department
at this distance, and in the ahsence of more
definite information. especially in regard to the
extent of the combination among the hostile
tribes, cannat judge what volunteer reinforce-
ment to the regular troops may be necessary.
This is a matter which mnstnecessarily be left
commander. of the Department

of the Pacific.” ¢ 4 ,
At the conclusion «of vour communication
von say it is. due to frankiess that I should
state that I haye determined to submit to the
Devartment the course taken by the military
authorities in dishanding the troops raised in
the Territory of Washington for my relief, No
eort was made. althongh the facts were pre-
sented both to Major General Wool and Major
Rains, to send me asgsistance. The regular
troops were all withdrawn into zarrison, and 1
wag left to make my way, the best I could,
throngh tribes known to be hostile. It remains
to be seen whether the commissioner selected
by the President to make treaties with the In-
dians in the interior of the continent. is to be
ignored and his safety left to ehance.” ._
In your frankness and determination to rep-
resent me to'the D-partment. I trust you will
he governed by trnth only. Perhaps itis equally
due to frankness on my pagt to say that vour
communication is the firat that T have received
Inrelation to yourself. oron any subject what-
ever touchipg the Tudian war, from any civil
fonetionary either in Wasghington ‘or Orezon
‘Territory; and T havereceived but one from the
military, and that was from Colonel Nesgmith,
who requested me to farnish him two howitzers.
| Which Trefused. T haveonlyto addthat T dis-
banded no troops raised for vour relief; and
vour coramunication gave me the first intelli-
gence that any swere raised for such a pur
03e,” : _
PI am, very respectfally, vonr nhedient dervant,
: JOHN E. WOOL,
Major General United States Army.
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Interesting to Agricunlturists,

Unitep Stares Parrsr OFricE, )
March 31, 1856,  §

!Lgr;mahla to reques!, herewith I farnish wvou

should inerease the agrienltural approprintions
‘hereafter to be expended by this effice, with some
of the benefits to'the conntry which have already

,THE DESERET NEWS.

resnlted from the appropristions made ye: rs past.
Oune of the prime ohjects, of these appropric
tionts has been the intredoction of new and use
ful vegetable produets bhitherto unknown in the
Cuited States, and the inerease and dissemination
of those of soperior qualities which had already
‘been cultivated or otherwise known, Measures
have been taken to.procure frem every quurter
of the glohe snch seeds, plants, roots and enttings
as would be likely to seegeed inany part of the
countrv, und placing them in the hands of per-
sons who were the most kely to test their adap-
tation 10, our elimate and soil. Ae a matter of
conrer, muny of the experiments thus made un-
avaidably proved abortive; bulin wumerous cas-
es, they were attended with the most signal suc-
cess, and a single produet, in the oepinion of eom-
petent judges, hes a“ded millions to our resourees.
For instance, a variety of wheat known us the
“Mediterranean,” which was brought to this |
country a few years aco, has proved: highly pro-
ductive, hardy, and maturing seéveral days earlier
than other varicties, thereby escaping the ruvages
of ‘insects and rust, besides being sooner ready for
market. | <) | g4 us a
« Within tha last vear no less than seventeen
variajies of wheat have been introduced from dis-
tant harts of the glcbe, and distributed in various A
sections of the Uujon, most.of which promise to
be attended wilh good success. xRN
The “Indian millet,” or “Dourah 'eorn,* of
Aflrican originyhas also becn introduced, und it
constitutes a valuable crop in the South. &
The “Japan pea,”” nnsurpassed by all others in
igin, has
parts of the couaptry

its. vield, bebeved to be of Eastern or
been eultivated in various
with remarkable results. ! )

The “Chinese yam,’” originally from ‘Cliina  bat
more recently from Iranee, which promises to
serve as an excellent substitute both for the sweet
and common potato, has been suffiviently tested
to prov#its valae in the soathetn us well us in the
Middle States. J

The'*'chufa,” or “earth almond,"” a smzll ti-
berous esculeut, from the south of Spain, which
has mnaturalized itsell to our soil and elimate, has
proved ‘prolific in its yicld when grown in hght
sandy soils, as well as those which are rich, and
bids fair to become a valuable forage crop for cat-
tle or swine. '

At least thirty varieties of turnip seed, includ-
ing the best cultivated in Kogland, as well as on |
the continent of Europe, have been imported and
dissiminated in every State and Territory of the
Union. The beuefits are already apparent. Sim-
ilar experiments are now being instituted with all
the leading varieties of grasses, cabbages and peas

|

|

of Europe, the results of which will soon be made |
known. 5 O3
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- Among the forage erops, it may be mentioned
thut the Chiunese sugar cane (Sor ho Suscre) uew
mineous plint, of Chinese origin, but more
recently firom France, has been introdueed, and
has proved itsell well adupted to the geographical
range of Indian corn. The smount of fodder
which it will produce to the scre is estimated to
be twenty-five tons, the stalks of which #re filled
with a rich saechariné juice, the whele plant be-
ing devoured - with svidity by ecattle,-horses and
swivne, - It is of easy cullivation, being similar 1o
that of maize or hroom eorn; aud if the seeds
are sown early in May, in the Middle States, two
erops of fodder cun be raised from the same roots
in the seuson—oune zbout the first of August, and
the ether in October. ,
Another valuable forage crop, the “‘German
mill=t” (Moha de Hougrie) has been iptroduced
from France, which is very produetive, of guick
ﬁruwlh, resists drewght, and flourisles well on

ry souls, _ _

Among the cutlings of fruit trees and vines
which have been introduced, may be mentiongd the
“Prune d'Agen,” the “Prune Sainte Cutherine,”
and the“Vigne Corinth.” - The two former have

been grafted on the common plum in ull the States |

north of Pennsylvania, aud on the mountsinous
districts of thut State, Marvland and Virginja—
I'rom: the success which has attended. this ex-
periment, there is every resson to hope that there
will soon be produced suflicient dried prunes in
those regions to supply the wants of the whole
Union.

erence to their superior qualities, as well as to
their probuble adapteduess to certain parallels and
localities; and which have proved highly produc-
tive, there may be noted several varistics of Indisn
corp.

Among these are the “‘Jmproved King Philip,*
or *‘brown corn,” obtained from an island in o
lske in New Hampshire, which was extensively
distributed in all the Stutes north of New Jersey,
and the monutainons distriets of Peunsyliania,
Maryland and Virgivia.  The result hiws been that
it matur®l iddess than ninety davs from the time
of planting, (ubout the middle of June) and vield-
ed, in one instunce, 134 bushels of shelled corn
to the rore,  Another superior varicty, fromNew
Mexico, the “New Mexicin White Fling,” hos
beew distributed, which appears to he adupted to
the eutire corn region south of Massnchusetis.
For culinary use, either gréen or dry, its quality
of excellence is nusvrpassed. .

Among the prodoets which it hus been proposed
to introduee fronw abrond, with a view of making
snecisl experimeyts, to be conducted by agricul-
tursl societies, or by individoals, in the several
States and Territories of the Union, may be nnmn-
el considerable quantitics of ull the bHest varietics
of. wheat and of othencepen's of the globe.. 1n
addition te thefa there might be imporied the
seeds, roots or cuttings of all the principal eco-
nomical plants and trees known, and experiment-
ed npon in a similsr manner. e

In connection with this sntjeet I wonld snge
the expediency of Congress anaking the annoal
approprintions for the purpose of agriculture suf-
ficiently early in the session to okder most of the
seeds 1o be grown the approaching season. so
that they imay be received in time for distribution
by the first of January or before, For it has
been found by experience that when large orders

r seeds have been made after the month of April

r- May, it was_impracticable for the seedsman to
furuish an adequate supply without procuning
them from various sonrces, snd this too often,
requiting several monthe. Hanee most of "the
seeds would arrive too late for the Sonthern and
middle seetions of the, Union; or if they were
attempted to be kept over till the next fusll, they
would be either devonred by vermio or insecis
or revdered worlhless by uge, |

Another feature ¢ snected with these appropri-
ations whieh appears to need simplification or
reforin, is some more feasible rnd equituble plan
of disposing secds than has been adopted hereto-
fore. . - . |
- Lwould, therefore supgest that, instead of dis-
tributing them promiscuously throngh members
of Gongress, societies or individuals. yho may
apply directly for them st the Patent office, suitu-
ble arrangements be made hy sald members for
them to bk sent, in. bundles not exceeding fonr
pounds wejght, franked by the Cominissioner of
Patents, to the State, Territorieland county agri-
cultural societies, or the Secreturics of States or
Territories or County Clerks, where there are no
such socielivs, to Le distributed, by muil or other-
wise, to proper individuals residing in ench State,
Territory or county, for trial or special experi-
ment, with a request that eacl recipient shall re-
port the result for the use of the Patent Office.

To insure the free and y transport of
each small packet of cottings or seeds, an appro-
priate stamp mightbe placed vpon it, bearing the
imprint ol the name of the member of Congress
or Tenritoriul delegate in whose district or Terri-
tory any such socisty may be located, or ia which
any Secretary of Staie or Territory, eor county
clerk may reside. ;!

The apportionment of the packets sent to.the
State societies might bear a stamp containing the
name of the Seuators or each of the States respec-

¥

 tively. This chdnge can only be effeeted by an

amendment in the pestal law, and necessarily
would come before the Committee on Post Offi-
ces 1 -
 Very respect’y, your ob’t ser’t,
TR ¢ Ut D
Hon, David P. [Telloway, Chairman of the Com-

mittea on Agriculture, House of Representa-

tives United States.

Destruetion of Pompeii.

The younger Pliny says that abouat ene in the
afternoon his mother called the attention of his
nnele who was at "‘Misenum, across the bay, to a
cloud that overhung the plain of Naples, in shape
like a huge pine-tree shooting up to a great height
and extending out in branches. The singular as-

peet of the elond, which seemed to be composed
of earth and cinder, exciled ~uriosity. and he em-
barked in a boat 1o cross the' bay and examine in-
toit. As he approachel the coas!, the red-hot
emders and stonex fell into th2 beal, and he was
oblizged to retreat. Hs proceeded to 8'abie oy
the coast, where he went o poss the night with
his friend Pompomanns, and retived 4o rest and
feil asleep. The conrt,inf the course of the night,
beingz. alinost filled with stones and ashes,lie was
awakened. and with Pomponianus and 1the rest of
the company consulted “whether it wonld be
most prident to trust to thé houses, whiceh now
shook from side fo side with frequent and vielent
conenssions, or fiv to theopen . fieldg where the
| caleined stones and cinders, tho? light indeed, yet
fell in large EHDWPH, and threatened destruetion.
In this- distress they resolved, npon the fields as
the less dangerons. They went out having piows
tie! ipon their heads with napkine: as their sdle
defence acainel thgsfo i of stones that fell around
them. Here the, sulplnrions flemes appear 1o
have burst around them, and Pliny fell dead, prob.-
ably suffocated by the noxious vapore,

Amoung the seeds of indigenous growth,
whith have been selected nnd distributed, in ref-

I
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In a second lotter, the younger Pliny gives a
more fuil aceount of the phenomena attending the
eruption. and hisgraphic deseription cannot fail
| 1o be interesting fo every reader even at the pue-
| sent day. | _ 5

“There had been, for wany days befcre, soma
shocks of an'earthquake, which the less surprised
us, as they are extiemely frequent i Campaniz;
| but they were so particularly violent that niglh,
that they not on y sheok everything abont us, but
seemedandeed to thersaten total destrnetion. The?
it was now morning, the light was exceedingly
faint and langnid; the buildings all around us tot-

tered, and thongh we stood upon onen ground, yet
as the place was narrow ard corfined, there was
no remaining there withont danger: we' therefore
resolved to quit the town. The people followed
ns in the nt.nost consternation; and ag 1o 4 mind
distracted with lerror, everv snggestion seems
more pradent than.ats own, they pressed in great
crowds abont ns in om way eut. * having got
to'a convenient distanee from the honses, we stood
fill'in the midst of a dangerous and dreadful scere.
| The chariots which we liad ordéred 10 be drawn
ont-were so agitated backwards and ‘FPorwards,
thongh npon the most level gronnd. that we could
no! keep themn- steadv, even by sunporting them
with large stones,” Theé sea seemed to. voll back
upon itzelf, and to be driven from ifs banks by tle
convulsive motion of the earth, It is certain, at
least, that the shpre was considerably. ‘enlarged,
and that several sea animals wereleft upon it, Oy
the ‘other side. a black and dreadfal elond, burst-
ing with an ieneons serpeit vapor, darting out a
lotir train of fire; resemblinz flashes of lightning,
but much Jarger. = Soon the clond_seemed to des-
cend and cover the whole ocean; as it entirely hid
the islihid ‘of Caprea and the promontery of Misc-
num. My mo'her sirongly” conjured me to make
iy eseape, which, as I'was vonne, I might easily
deg as for Werself, she said, her age and ecorpu-
weney rendered all attempts of that sort impossible.
However, she would willin:ly meet death if she
conld have the satisfaction of seeing that she was
wot the occasion of mine. But'l absolately ref-
sed to leave her, and taking her band, I led her
on; she complied with great reluctance and not
withont mavv reproaches to herself for retarding
my flights  The ashes now began to fall upon us
though in no great guantity. I tarned my head
and observed beliind us a thiek smoke whicheame
rolling wfter us Kke a torrent. I proposed wiile
we had lighty to turnout of the high road. lest she
should be presced to death in the dark by the
crowd which followed us.: We had scarce step-
ped ont of the path when darkness overspread us,
nof like that of a cloudy nizht, or when there is
' no moon but of a room when it is shut up and all
the lights are extinet, Nothine was to he heard
butthe shrieks of wiomen, the sereams of elildren
and tbe cries of the men; some calling for their
children. others for their parents, others for their
husbands, and only distingnishing each other by
their voices; one lamenting his own fate, anothier
that of his family; some wishing to die from the
| very fear of dying; some lifting their handz to the
gods; but the greater part finagining that the last
and eternal night was come which was {o destroy
the gads and the woild together. At Jength a
glimmering light appeared, which we imagined to
be rather the forerunner of an approaching burst
of flames, as in truth it was, than the return of
day.. However, the fire fell atadistance from as.
Then again we were immersed in thick darkness,
and a heavy shower of ashes raived onus, which
we were obliged every now and then fo shake off,
otherwise we should hbave been crushed and bur-
et inghe heap.
At last this dreadful darkness was dissiuated
by degrees like a clond of smoke,-the real day
retnrned, and even the sun appeared, though very
faintly, as when an eclipse is coming on. Every
object that presented itself to our eyes, which
were exceedingly weakened, seeined changed,fbe-
ing covered over with white ashes as with a deep
snow. We returned to Misenum, where we re-
freshed ourselves as well as we conld, and passed
an anxious*=night between hope and fear, tho’ in-
vdeed with a much larger share of the jatler, for
the earthqnake stiil continued, while several en-
thusiasts ran up and down, heightening their.own
and their friends’ calamities by terrible predic-
tion.”? Wiy «t *
This descrintion relates to Misermm or Raia
some 12 or 15 miles distant from Vesuvius ana
the cilies which were ba ied at the time, but it
may give some idea of the consternation which
overtook the inhabitants of those cities, and the
dismay with which they made their escape. Pro-
bably very few of the people lost their lives, and
they even had time fo secure and carry with them
their treasure, but the horrois of their flight the
imagination alone can picfure. Qur conceptions
of the scene were greatly assisted by standing
upon the spot and walking through the streets
and houses which they had occupied, and which
they were called so hastily to leave. 8Such sce-
| nery may - again occur. A vast population now
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