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has premised them upto you and |
nl]l who will obey His Gospel in
gincerity and slngfem-ss of purpose;
and when you receive these gifts
_ you can be strengthened, sustained,
nnd upheld, because you will have
the living testimony withiu you
that you ha ve done that which God
has required at your hands. He
has placed Hig seal of acceptance
upon you, fnd upon your acts, by

bestowing upon you thess gifts and
heavenly  blessings. This I8
the testimony which everyone

should receive and echerish, and
withoyt these things there would be
no Churchof Christ upon the earth.
My brethreu and sisters, these are
important truths to us.

We are living in the Iast days.
There is vvery indication that the
words of the Lord are being ful-
filled concerning judgmeuts and
calamities, wars and destructions.
These things must come, and they
will nmot be poured out without
cause. God never punishes a people
without fArst sending some message
of warning to thent, He never did |
in anclent days. Even Nineveh,
guilty as it was, had the Prophet |
Jonah sent to it to warn the inhab-
{tants of their wickedness and ex-
hort them to turn to Gol, and
through their humiliation and re-
)entance, humbling themselves be-
ore Him, clothing themselves,
and c¢ven their anfmals, with
snekeloth, and by sitting in ashes,
the Lord averted the destruction
He had threatened, naod thuyl
escaped for that time. He has sent
His messengers now to the nations
of the earth; they have been going
about for nearly sixty yearﬂfp]'o-
claiming the 1ear approach of the
day of the Lerd, Thut day s com-
lng and the judgineots will be
poured out. But willthey e poured
out without enuse? No, they will
not. It is because men reject God;
it is because they will not accept
the salvation that He proffers to
them; it is because they will harden
their hearta an | reject the testimon-
ies they mlght receive—it ig on
this aceount that these cnlamities
will come.  Yet when they do come
thoae who witness them will not
prresive in them the hand of God,
and they will ask for BlFIm. This
was the characteristic of the gene-
ration in which the Savior lived.
They wanted a sign.  Altheugh He
wns going among the people per-
forming great nuﬁ mighty works,
they asked him for a sign;and when
He hung upon the croes, in almost
immortal agony,they said, “If Thou
be the Mon of God save Thyself,
come down from the cross.”? They
mocked at Him, and said, **He has
saved others; Himself He cannot
ave.” They derided the King of
Glery, they derided the God of|
heaven because He womnld not do
some mighty work in their slght in
order to convince then that He was
the Being whom He profussa to be. |

Bo it is always. Men nsk for slgns.
and yet there are the greatest
signs taking place nt the present
time. If they would but open
their eyes to gee nnd their hearts
to understand they might perceive
that the words of the P:;F ets are|
being fulfilled, To my mind there!
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is a most stupendous miracle being
wrought out in the gnthering to-
gether of this people from the na-
tions of the earth. -The coneentra-
tion of the, Latter-day Saints in
these mountains is without a
parallel  in sacred history;
there is  mpothing  comparable
with it in profane history. ‘It
ig8  true, DMoses gathered out
the children of Isrnel from
the land of Egypt and led
them to the land of Cnnaan; but
they imherited, a tradition fromi
their fathers, th® promise which had
been made to Abrabam and also to
the other patriavehs, Jacob and Jo-
seph, that God weunld visit them at
some time; and Joseph eomamanded
them to carry his body with them
when they should leave the land of
Egypt; for, said he, the time woulyu
come when God would visit them
and lead them out to the
land which had been prom-
ised to their ‘great ancestor, Abra-
ham. Moses did this with mighty
power, but this wus ooe nation
which had inherited tralitions of
this chameter for. a long period of
time, and they knew by thuse that
the day would come ‘when they |
would be visited.

How isit in our day? Here are
gathered together people trom near-
iy all the nations of theearth. I
have myself stood on the decks at

Liverpool and seen a8 many as
eleven different  npatlonalitics,
spueaking  eleven  different  lan-

guages, embarking on one vessel to
come to Zion. If a muan could un-
derstand every word they said he
would have heard them ginging in
their own tongues praises to God,
and saying they were golog up to
Zion in fulfilment of the \\'oré)s of
Isaiah and Micah.

These Prophets plainly predieted |
that there should be such & gather-
ing in the last days. that the people
should go to the tope of the moun-
taing to” be taught in the ways of
the Lord and to walk in H s paths,
and that they sbould come from nil
nations. These prophecies and pre-
dictions are being plainiy fulfilled
in the eyes of natione in a most
mirnenlous manuer, if men would
npen their eyes to sue,  Where has
anything ever oceurred in the his-
tory of our race like it? Nowhers,
and it has oo parallei.

Yet this is done by the
of tire Word of God, by t
ing of the Gospel, by the m s of |
salvation sent lo these people. They
hear it in their own lands, and.thelr |
hearts are quickened and filled with
joy by the testimony of the servants |
of God. Though they inay noever
have dreamed of forsaking their
pative Inmi previous to hearing the
Gospel, yet after receiving it a de-
sire sprang up in their hearts to
guther with the Saints of Ged. The
love they had before entertained for
thelr ancestral homes and for the
graves of their people, that love
which had formerky n 8o strong
in them and bound them by ties
which could not be easily broken,
Legan to be replaced by u stronger.
nflection~—nn intense (esire to gather |
with
strange land and live with
people of whom they knew
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ing until they heard of them
from the Jdders. Then they had
th timony of the: Bpirit of Ged
in their hearts, From tphe various
states of the Unitel States, from
Capadn, from the islande of the sea,
from the various continents have
the people come in this mnnuner,
traveling in vnrious ways, for the
purpose of being taught in the ways
of the Lord, ns the Prophet said
they would in the last days.

To me this is n most stupendons
work; it is a great miracle; for 1 sce
nothing like it among the children
of men; I read of nothing havin
taken place like it. Then when
witness the gmnod results and see
these people from the diffurent na
tions — with their various habits
nnd formsof education—coming here
a8 they have done and dwelling to
gether in love and unity, T eay it is
most wonderful, What power could
have accomplished this but that of
God the Eternnl Father? What s
there to bind people toguther as
this people are bound? What is it
that makes this people so united
and so full of love for cach other?
You may ask them in every settle-
ment and every ward throughout
these mountnins where their of-
fectjons are, and they will tell you
they are bound to the Baints of
God. They may have friends else-
where — inthers and mothers,
brothers and sisters—to whom they
were formerly attached by the
dearegt ties; but since embracing
the Gospel, their love hns been
with thefr fllow -believers, and they
have been drawn to them by a
strength of love which they had
never felt before and conld pot ex-
plain, vxcept that it was the love
into their
hearts.

This has taken place in the eyes
of all the warld, and yet people
any this is delusion—that the men
who accomplish it are knaves and
trying to deceive them. Then if itis
by the strength of sidelusinn?? that
all this is done, how wonderful
work does this “delusion’” accom-

ligh.

if this is delusion, where is the
truth? W here are the true servants
of God if this be delusion? Wlere
are the works which correspond
with truttrif this be delusion?

How is it that the’ Mnories
in New Zealand, the natives of the

gator Islanda nre s‘deluded?? aa
these other people are, that they also
have a desire in their hearts to
leave the Iand of their nativity and
come and mingle with the Haints
of Clod in these mountains? .

1 remember, in the Sandwich
Ielands, how attached the natives
were to the soil on which they were
born; they loved it; there was DO
other place in thelr affuctions like
their one hanau aod the geninl
climate, the fvod to which they
were accustomed and the feeling
which they had, almost thnt of dis-
gust, forour formug of liviug and of
fool. But nli these feelings die-
appeared under the Influence of the

pel, and they yearn with an un-’
erable ant unquenchalide de-
come and join the Latter-day



